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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Keeping Area Groups Strong 

l\ rticle II, Section 1, 
ll\\2 and 3 of our 
by-laws sets forth the 
purpose of the 
M-WTCA as "To pro
mote the preserva
tion, study and under
standing of ancient 
tools, implements, 
and devices of the 
farm, home industry, and shops of the pio
neers; to study the crafts in which these 
objects were used and the craftsmen who 
used them; to share knowledge and un
derstanding with others, especially where 
it may benefit restoration, museums, and 
like institutions." 

I think our founders did a good job 
with this mission statement, however, it 
seems to me that we often lose sight of 
our intended purpose and put too much 
emphasis on buying and selling only. Our 
future depends on keeping M-WTCA a 
strong, interesting and viable association 
that will appeal to a broad range of inter
ested members. We should strive to ac
commodate buying, selling, strong edu-

cational programs, research and outreach 
programs. I hope we can have construc
tive dialogue on this subject as we move 
forward. 

The backbone of M-WTCA is, in my 
opinion, the area organization. The ma
jority of our membership only has ac
cess to The GRISTMILL and area meet
ings, and in most cases, the area is 
M-WTCA. I hope we can and will do a 
better job with area organization and 
meetings in 2003. An analysis of area 
meetings for 2002 shows that there were 
34 listed meetings with four areas hav
ing four meetings each, three areas with 
three meetings each; two with two meet
ings each; five with one meeting each and 
four with no meetings. It is no surprise 
that the areas with the most meetings are 
those areas with the most members. 

It is important that we have all areas 
functioning. Remember, "If you always do 
what you have always done, what you are 
going to get is what you already have." 

- Willie Royal 
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MARK THESE ON YOUR CALENDAR 

Mid-West Tool Collectors Association National Meetings 

Spring,2003 
Fall, 2003 

Area Q Meeting 
Area N Meeting 
Area E Meeting 
Area D Meeting 
Area N Meeting 
Area J Meeting 
Area F Meeting 
Area A Meeting 
Area C Meeting 
Area D Meeting 
Area H8:R Meeting 
Area P, EAIA Meeting 
Area E 8: J Meeting 
Area Q Meeting 
Area R Meeting 
Area I Meeting 
Area Q Meeting 
Area E Meeting 
Area A8:B Meeting 
Area D Meeting 
Area R8:H Meeting 
Area F Meeting 
Area Q Meeting 
Area E Meeting 
Area N Meeting 

June 12, 13, 14, 2003. Green Bay, WI. Don and Sue Tubman (262) 835-4658. 

Oct. 16, 17, 18, 2003. Bowling Green, KY. Doug and Paula Cox (502) 863-1407. 

M-WJCA Area 8: Other Meetings 

March 8, 2003. Charlotte, NC. Bob Fields (561) 393-1282. 
March 15, 2003. Mount Dora,FL. Phil Baker {941) 485-6981. 
March 23, 2003. Rockford, IL. Gary Johnson (815) 636-1464. 
March 30, 2003. Papillion, NE. Al Fetty (402) 223-5842. 
April 5, 2003. Barberville, FL. Phil Baker (941) 485-6981. 
April 6, 2003. St. Louis, MO. Mike Urness (314) 434-4325. 
April 6, 2003. Franklin, IN. Norm Heckman (317) 422-8482. 
April 26, 2003. Hastings, IN. Don Bosse (651) 735-3590. 
April 26, 2003. Chesaning, Ml. Mike Slasinski (989) 781-1152. 
May 4, 2003. Humboldt, IA. LeRoy Witzel (515) 332-3649. 
May 4, 2003. Kent, CT. John Delay(203) 453-4281. 
May 10, 2003. Charlotte Hall, MD. William Warner(717) 843-8105. 
May 11, 2003. Quincy, IL. George Wanamaker (309) 836-6872. 
May 17, 2003. Hickory, NC. Bob Fields (704) 393-1282. 
June 21, 2003. Avoca, NY. Martin Donnelly (607) 566-2617. 
July 19, 2003. Bedford, TX. Gregor Mszar (817) 937-5475. 
July 26, 2003. Raleigh, NC. Ed Hobbs (919) 828-2754. 
Aug. 2, 2003. LaFox, IL. Dick Chapman(815) 492-2124. 
Sept 13-14, 2003. LaCrosse, WI. Larry Thorson (608) 788-7753. 
Sept 21, 2003. Cosgrove, IA. Jim Escher (319) 656-3931. 
Sept 21, 2003. Montgomery, NY. Walt Karsten (845) 457-5710. 
Oct. 11, 2003. Odon, IN. Joe Pershing (812) 636-7553. 
Nov. 1, 2003. Charlotte, NC. Bob Fields (704) 393-1282. 
Nov. 9, 2003. Virden, IL. Jim Moffet (217) 439-7358. 
Nov. 21-22, 2003. Blountstown, FL. Willard Smith (850) 674-8055. EAIA Joint Meet 

Dates must be cleared with Gary Johnson (815) 636-1464. E-mail tinstools1@aol.com. 

Tool Auctions Scheduled 

Brown Auction Services has sched
uled its tool auctions for 2003. 

The International Antique Tool Auc
tion and Dealer Sale will be held April 4 
and 5 at the Radisson Inn, Camp Hill, PA; 
the fall one on Oct. 23 and 24 at the 
Sheraton Inn, Harrisburg, PA. 

The Fine Tool Journal absentee auc
tions are set for March 2, June 8, Sept. 7 
and Dec. 7. For more information, con
tact Clarence Blanchard at (800) 
248-8114. 

Tools Featured in Calendar 
Tools featured in the 2003 Lee Val

ley calendar are from Roger Phillips' col
lection. 

In any tool collector's estimation, the 
ivory and whalebone instrument maker's 
planes, an ivory level and an ivory and 
brass bow drill are to die for. The sculp
tures depicting crafts men using vintage 
tools are particularly engaging. 

For copies, contact Lee Valley at 
1-800-871-8158. All proceeds go to the 
Nature Conservancy and the United Way. 
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Go Green Bay! 
By Sue Tubman 

f,41 ~k your calendars for June 12-14 ,r.,llm Green Bay, WI. 

The Regency Suites Hotel has in
cluded a full breakfast in the room rate 
of $92 as well as a "happy hour" each 
afternoon.The facility is large, well 
designed and has all the amenities you 
could want. 

M-WTCA will have a dual display 
theme. "Tool and/or Artifacts of the 
Shipbuilder" will be one theme; the sec
ond, "American Plow Planes." The 
Auxiliary theme, "Paper Trails," coin
cides with the area's paper industry as 
well as anything else the words evoke. 

We have some great programs 
planned, and a full schedule. The Fri
day night fish fry, a weekly must in 
Wisconsin, will again be offered. We 
are hoping the new Packer Hall of 
Fame will be complete to tour and en
joy. Lambeau Field renovations are 
ahead of schedule and should be al
most complete. The new Green Bay 
Packers pro-shop is already open. 

Look for your brochure and reser
vation form in late April. For more in
formation, contact Don or Sue Tubman, 
(262) 835-4658. 

New Members 
By Phil Baker 

Area N signed up six new M-WTCA 
members at its first meeting of the win
ter season on Nov. 2 and 3 at Pioneer 
Settlement in Barberville, FL 

As usual, crowds of people came, 
attracted to the tools, blacksmithing, 
crafts, enactments, live entertainment 
and other activities at the village. 

Anyone who wants to be placed on 
the "Snowbird" list to receive informa
tion on Florida meets should contact 
Kerry MeCalla and asked to be added. 
The next meetings are scheduled on 
March 15 at Mount Dora and a goodbye 
to "Snowbirds" on April 5 at the Pio
neer Settlement. 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

Fun, Tools and Friends -A Great Meet, Overall 
By Ed Hobbs 

The fall national meeting held Oct. 
10-12 in Wmston-Salem, NC, drew 
544 people from 38 states and Eng

land. 

This was the farthest southeast a 
national meet had ever been held and pro
vided a special opportunity for members 
in that part of the country to attend. Ev
eryone seemed to enjoy the traditional ac
tivities as well as a few "new twists." 

Wednesday saw a lot of activity as 
those arriving met with old friends, made 
new friends, obtained their registration 
packets and took advantage of some early 
room trading. With the hotel being located 
in two separate towers on two sides of 
the street, it took a good map and some 
stopping and asking for directions. Even 
with this challenge, there were no reports 
of anyone getting so lost that they could 
not find tools or people to talk with. 

When we originally looked at the ho
tel, we recognized that the parking lot 
where tailgating would be held was go-

Meeting host Ed Hobbs, clad in his bib 
overalls, enjoys Roy Underhill's talk. 

ing to be a little tight. 
To deal with this, we 
planned to let 
tailgaters only into 
the lot late on 
Wednesday and con
trol where they 
parked. We would be 
tight but would en
sure everyone got at 
least one space. Well, 
our plan did not work. 
Once some people 
saw the lot size, they 
took matters into 
their own hands, en
tered and parked 
where they wanted. Roy Underhill, of television's "The Woodwright Shop," entertains a 
To those that did not large and appreciative audience. 
get a space, we apolo-
gize. Even with the "closeness" of the lot, 
there was the usual buying and selling. 

Being in Wmston-Salem, the hosts 
took advantage of Old Salem, a restored 
18th and 19th century Moravian village, 
for tours, programs and demonstrators. 
Tours began on Thursday, offering an al
ternative to all the "tooling." Between the 
restaurant, gift shops, interpreters, mu
seum and restored buildings, there 
seemed to be something for everyone. 

Our programs began on Thursday 
evening with Tom Lamond presenting 
"Manufactured Axes 
& Hatchets and Their 
Identification, an 
Overview." Tom did an 
excellent job. On Fri
day afternoon, the 
Historic Trades De
partment at Old Sa
lem presented "Read
ing the Writing on the 
Wall." It was a fasci
nating program about 
the restoration and 
interpretation of the 
Timothy Vogler Gun
smithing Shop. 

session, which had as its theme "Early 
American Made Hand Saws," was de
signed to encourage sharing of informa
tion between all those present. Those at
tending were encouraged to bring saws, 
information and questions. Judging by the 
level of participation from many of those 
attending, the objective was met. One in
dividual from the audience was heard to 
say as he was leaving, "This sharing of 
information is what M-WTCA should be 
about." 

Moving into the trade room on Fri
day could have been a real mess with all 

Friday evening 
brought a new type of 
program, called a 
"Special Interest 

Tailgating filled the parking lot at the Winston-Salem meet. 

Group Session." The 
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the rain that was falling. Central North 
Carolina was getting a long overdue rain 
that totaled several inches in some spots. 
With the covered loading dock area and 
the great work of the M-WTCA security 
team, the only people that got wet were 
the dedicated security team members as 
they directed traffic. 

The trade room was in the adjoining 
Benton Convention Center which provided 
wide aisles, convenient rest room facili
ties and food and beverages just outside 
the entrance. Having so much space al
lowed plenty of room for the demonstra
tors who were very busy with a lot of tra
ditional crafts including spinning, wooden 
spoon making, sewing, musical instru
ment making and other interesting skills. 
Judging by the number of members circu
lating in the demonstration area, every
one seemed to enjoy seeing these activi
ties and talking with the crafters. 

Representatives of Woodcraft Supply 
(all are members) were also set up in the 
demonstration area, showing how to 
sharpen blades in addition to selling prod
ucts. Some questioned why we would al
low someone to sell new tools and be in 
competition with our regular members. To 
this, our reply was we now have a corpo
rate membership class, Woodcraft spon
sors the "Woodwright Shop" on television, 
and woodworking is one of the fastest 
growing hobbies. Could such relationships 
possibly be a source of new members? 

The displays were outstanding and 
showed a great deal of thought on the part 
of those participating. Each day, an
nouncements were made in the trade room 
asking that everyone stay set up to the 
scheduled closing time of noon on Satur
day so that anyone coming in just for Sat
urday would still have plenty to see. Look
ing over the trade room on Saturday morn
ing, this happened. We got great feedback 
on this from both attendees and dealers. 
Many thanks to all those who stayed set 
up, and we hope that this will continue 
happening at all future meets. Saturday 
afternoon's auction was a big hit with witty 
Ivan Risley coming out of retirement and 
calling the auction. 

One of the highlights of the meet was 
the Saturday night banquet. We knew Roy 
Underhill, as keynote speaker, would be 
interesting to all and draw an enthusias
tic crowd. We had decided to establish a 
dress code of "Brogans and Bib Overalls" 
so Roy would not feel out of place and it 
would make for a more informal atmo
sphere. Someone suggested in planning 
that we should encourage people to deco-

Judges Select Winning Displays 
From Two Dozen Entries 

By John Walkowiak 

Tom Lamond won the Best of Show in 
tl Theme award at Winston-Salem for 

his display, "Markings & Labels Used 
by Axe Manufacturers." The theme was 
"Tools of the South." 

Tom's exhibit of southern axe mark
ings and labels was very comprehensive 
and most informative. 

The Best of Show Out of Theme 
award went to "Pivoting Hammer Saw 
Sets" by Robert Oehman. His large dis
play showed how so many inventors 
could come up with a different way to 
do a simple task. 

"The Fales Patent Variable Bench 
Plane" won Dave Heckel the Best One 
Tool Display award. His exhibit showed 
the true meaning of a universal plane. 

Roger Smith went home with the 
Most Unusual Tool display award. "Tool 
Related Collectables" was most interest
ing and demonstrated the varied ways 
tool manufacturers and trades found to 
advertise their goods and services. 

The Fred Curry Stanley Display 
award was won by George Wanamaker 
for "An Unusual Tape Measure by 
Stanley." George found another interest
ing Stanley oddity to research and share 

rate their "bibs." From this came the idea 
of a Most Creative Bib Overall Contest. 

I will admit, the committee never 
dreamed that so many people would show 
up in bibs, much less go to the time and 
effort to come up with some of the most 
creative ( outlandish) costumes imagin
able. Normally at a national meet, less 
than half of those attending usually stay 
for the banquet. Seventy-six percent of 
those registering stayed for this one. 

Roy did a great job and remember his 
message, "Just say NO to power tools." 
The only complaint I heard came from one 
of Mid-West's more serious members who 
said his sides hurt from all the laughing 
he did. 
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with his fellow tool collectors. I don't 
know how he does it. 

The Judges Choice awards went to: 

• Tim Bailey, "From Granite to Dove
tails." 

• Charles Torres, "Early Southern Ship
wrights Tools." 

• Fred Kampmier, "A Mother's Devil -
Calf Weaners." 

• Bill Linstromberg, "Plumb Bobs." 
• Henry Caudle, "Prototype #37 Jack-

son Gorham Saw Made by Disston." 
• Herbert Caudle, "Loving Hearts." 
• Ted Crom, "Compasses & Calipers." 
• Eric Peterson, "The Royal Ship Vasa 

Brace." 
• Ron Pearson, "A Shipwright's Plumb 

Bob." 
• Gene Epting, "Fischer and Agnew 

Planes." 

M-WTCA had 24 displays to look 
over, and all were winners in their own 
right. 

On behalf of everyone who attended 
the national fall meeting, I want to say 
thanks to those who took the time to 
set up displays and share their knowl
edge. The displays remain a very im
portant part of the meetings and are 
enjoyed immensely. Thanks also to the 
judges who had the difficult task of se
lecting the award winners. 

Thanks to all of those that make a 
meeting possible. Especially to Bob and 
Patsy Fields who took care of the nightly 
hospitality room, Ray and Brenda Hoke 
who did everything from security to judg
ing the bib overall contest and to Peggy 
and Junior McBride who handled regis
tration. And special thanks to the speak
ers, demonstrators, exhibitors, auction
eer, New Salem and team members. Last 
but not least, thanks to all of you that 
came and participated. Without all of this, 
our meetings would not be what we have 
all come to enjoy. 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

"Pivoting Saw Sets," by Robert Oehman - Best of Show Out of 
Theme. 

Winning 

Displays 
Photos by Mike Slasinski 

"The Fales Patent 
Variable Bench 

Plane," by Dave 
Heckel - Best Single 

Tool. (right) 

"An Unusual Tape 
Measure by Stanley," 
by George 
Wanamaker
Stanley award. (left) 

A)(E s ·-1!!!1 

"Markings and Labels Used by Axe Manufacturers," by 
Tom Lamond - Best of Show in Theme. 

"Tool Related Collectables," by Roger Smith 
- Most Unusual. 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

"Compasses & Calipers," by Ted Crom - Judges Choice. 

"Prototype #37 Jackson Gorham Saw Made by Disston," by Henry 
Caudle - Judges Choice. 

"Loving Hearts," by Herbert Caudle - Judges Choice. 

"Early Southern Shipwright's Tools," by Charles Torres -
Judges Choice. 

"A Shipwright's Plumb Bob," by Ron Pearson -
Judges Choice. 

Keynote speaker 
Roy Underhill 
(right) of "The 
Woodwright's 
Shop" hams it up 
with Art Kushlan 
at the banquet. 
Members were 
asked to wear bib 
overalls to make 
Roy feel at home. 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

"The Royal Ship Vasa Brace," by Eric Peterson -
Judges Choice. 

Winston-Salem display award winners (from left): Robert Oehman, 
Tom Lamond, Dave Heckel, Roger Smith and George Wanamaker. 

Winston-Salem display award winners (from left): Bill Lindstromberg, 
Fred Kampmier, Charles Torres and Tim Bailey . 

"Plumb Bobs," by Bill Linstromberg -
Judges Choice. 

"Fischer & Agnew 
Planes," by Fred 
Kampmier - Judges 
Choice. 

Winston-Salem display award winners (from left): Herbert Caudle, 
Henry Caudle, Ron Pearson and Gene Epting. 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

Newly-elected or re-elected directors at the Winston-Salem 

Tom Lamond presented a program on 
manufactured axes and hatchets at the 

meeting. 

meetinglfrom left): front row, David McDonald, Wayne Anderson, 
Mike Arness and Tim Bailey; middle row, Robert Oehman, Bob Fields 
and Sam Strauss Jr., Herbert Caudle, Henry Caudle, Ron Pearson and 
Gene Epting; back row, Phil Whitney, Bob Kesterson and Leroy Witzel. 

Not pictured: Mike Slasinski. 

Work Together on Membership Issue To Keep M-WTCA Strong 

By Ed Hobbs 

II.\ t the Winston-Salem Fall meeting, 
If\\ Willie Royal asked me to say a few 
words at the Saturday night banquet on 
the subject of membership. 

Two things immediately flashed 
through my mind. First was that taking 
time between a good old barbecue dinner 
and Roy Underhill to talk about member
ship may not make me the most popular 
person at the banquet. Secondly, I really 
wondered in some ways why I should have 
to talk about membership. 

You might wonder why someone who 
has just taken a new role related to mem
bership would say such a thing. Well, let 
me take a few short few minutes (that is 
a very good thing to do when you are be
tween a great meal and Roy) and explain 
what I mean. 

I have also had the opportunity to 
enter the results from the survey of mem-

bers that was in The GRISTMILL. Replies 
to the question of "What is the greatest 
challenge facing M-WTCA?" sent a clear 
message that maintaining and growing 
membership was on the minds of most 
members. Also when asked, "What do you 
like best about M-WTCA?" the common 
theme was "Fellowship, camaraderie, see
ing old friends, great people and making 
new friends." 

If we see membership as a challenge 
and we think M-WTCA is a great organi
zation, why then should I have to talk 
about membership? Seems to me we 
would all want to tell people about 
M-WTCA and want to get others to join. 

Well, maybe we just need to think 
about some ways we can do this. In my 
experience, talking to people one-on-one 
generally gets the best results when you 
are trying to sell someone on something. 

As I mentioned in the June issue, we 
all run into people from time to time at 
antique sales, woodworking stores, flea 
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markets, old engine shows and similar 
locations that may be looking at or buy
ing or selling tools. A membership appli
cation is in each GRISTMILL so have a 
few with you. You might show them the 
GRISTMILL, which is one of the great 
benefits of belonging, and/or invite them 
to an area meeting. I know sometimes we 
don't feel like it or don't want to take the 
time but it is in all our best interest to 
recruit new members. It will make a dif
ference 

We plan to develop some specific 
membership material and some new mem
bership programs and initiatives, which 
will help. You should be hearing about 
these in The GRISTMILL. In the mean
time, get involved as Bill Holden said. We 
all like M-WTCA or we would not be here. 
Let's tell others and share what we have 
and we will all benefit. 

Send your thoughts, ideas, sugges
tions or what you might be doing related 
to membership to Ed Hobbs. I'm in the 
directory. 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

Whatsits at Iowa Meet 

By Bill Ruppert 

E' ighty-seven members turned out for the 
~meeting in Cosgrove, IA, in September. 

About 40 tables were set up to sell 
and display tools. Besides displays, a 
large number of whatsits were brought to 
the area meeting. A wide variety of ideas 
surfaced about the whatsits and a few 
positive identifications made. Most of the 
tools remain a mystery. 

fall with 152 mem
bers attending. 

Several door prizes from local busi
nesses were awarded after lunch. A lunch 
of party potatoes, pork loins, green beans 
and cole slaw was served, And that fol
lowed a morning greeting of cinnamon 
rolls, root beer from a keg, coffee, milk 
and juice. Members had Gladys Gartzke, 
Karen and Jennifer Ruppert and Cynthia 
Paiva to thank for all that food and Lori 
Escher, Gladys and Karen for serving it. 

The event, the 
George F. Alton Me
morial Swap-0-
Rama, brought to
gether a wonderful 
goup of tool enthusi
asts to participate in 
both the meeting and 
auction. Bob Green 
did the 
auctioneering and 
Dan Brewer assisted 
as clerk. Besides 
Green and Brewer, a 
lot of thanks go to 
volunteers who 
helped with hall set-

More than 150 collectors browsed tables at the Swap-O-Rama. 

Set up and take down duties were 
shared by volunteers Chuck Gartzke, Jim 
Escher and Bill Ruppert. Thanks also to 
Sam, Kevin, Ron and Jim Hackbarth for 
staying around to help clean up. 

Swap-0-Rama Going Strong 
By Jack Howe 

l he annual Area E Swap-0-Rama in 
Vrrden, IL, marked its 22nd year last 

up and as auction runners. 

Hosts Jim Moffet and Jack Howe sug
gest tool collectors mark Nov. 9 on their 
calendars for the next meeting in Virden. 

Area F Hosts Membership 
Drive at Amish Village 

By Gene and Dee Homing 

l\ rea F hosted a meeting in southwest 
11\\em Indiana to recruit M-WTCA mem
bers and to enjoy a get-together in Amish 
country. 

Forty-eight members turned out for 
the area's first membership drive, held at 

Gasthof Amish Vil
lage in Montgomery 
on Nov. 1 and 2. The 
group signed up three. 
new members and 
gained six serious 
prospects. 

Warm sunshine brought tool collectors outdoors at the Area F meet. 

Trading, wheel
ing, dealing and talk
ing tools weren't the 
only happenings. A 
tour on Saturday af
ternoon took mem -
bers through 15 
square miles of 
Amish shops and 
farms where they saw 
work being done as it 
was 100 years ago, 
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from hand-shucking com to plowing with 
horses. The tour continued to Elmora to 
visit the gristmill on the White River Val
ley Antique Association grounds and then 
the Graham Cheese Factory. 

Gene Homing brought his demonstra
tion wagon to the meeting to show how 
to use an old apple cider press, concrete 
block machine, com sheller and wooden 
peg table. The Homings also brought their 
Country Store, which is on wheels and full 
of "everything old." 

An auction on Saturday afternoon 
was termed a great success. As for food, 
it was from Amish country known for the 
best. 

Area C Meet in Chesaning 

By Mike Slasinski 

l\ rea "C" will host a tool meet on 
11\\April 26 in downtown Chesaning, MI, 
at the Peet Center. 

Starting time will be 8 a.m. with cof
fee, juice and doughnuts. Trade tables will 
be available so bring those tools you pur
chased over the winter and start spring 
off with some good sales. Displays are 
encouraged, but let the hosts know in ad
vance so they can provide tables. 

A catered buffet lunch will be served. 
Cost to attend the meet is $12 per person 
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and pre-registration is requested. Women 
are asked to bring a craft item they are 
working on or an item from their collec
tion so a show and tell session can be held. 
Also, other activities will be provided. Any 
one arriving in the area early Friday 
evening is invited to get together for the 
evening meal at the Brass Bell restaurant, 
12950 Brady Rd., Chesaning, at 5:30 p.m. 
Contact Mike Slasinski for additional in
formation at (989) 781-1152. 

Annual Field Day Set for 
Farm Museum 

By Ken Newell 

John and Kitty Parlett will host the an
nual Antique Collectors Field Day and 

picnic May 10 on their farm near Char
lotte Hall, MD. 

The Farm Life Museum of Southern 
Maryland is located there. Members of M
WTCA, EAIA and other tool organizations 
are invited to attend. Tailgating is encour
aged with special parking set aside for 
sellers. No fees will be charged for the 
auction or lunch. 

One highlight of the museum is a 
trades building featuring tools of trades
men the farmer needed to repair tools, 
such as blacksmith, wheelwright, har
ness-maker and tinsmith. The Farm Life 
building houses dozens of exhibits includ
ing a farmer's tool shed, wash house, 
kitchen displays, history of bath tub de
velopment and washing machine develop
ment from 1760 to 1940.The Tobacco 
Barn has tobacco equipment from colo
nial days to present. The Farm History 
building exhibits feature everything from 
ox carts to modem equipment (1950). It 
houses one of the largest and most diverse 
collections of farm related equipment and 
machinery in the country. 

Numerous motels can be found in 
Lexington Park, California and Waldorf 
(all about 18 miles from the farm). Also, 
Charlotte Hall Motel is about three miles 
from the farm. More lodging facilities and 
restaurants can be found on 
<www.co.saint-marys.md.us>. Free 
on-site RV parking will be available, but 
no hook-up services are provided. Call 
(301) 884-4337 to make RV parking ar
rangements. 

For more information and to get your 

name and those of your guest on the lunch 
list, contact Ken Newell at (301) 994-
1044, e-mail: hnewell@mail.ameritel.net 

Joint M-WTCA Area Q & 
EAIA Meeting 

By Ed Hobbs 

1£,f[ art Square, a private historic preser
lf.11 vation site consisting of more than 60 
furnished log structures, will be the site 
of a joint M-WTCAArea Q and EAIA meet
ing on May 17, 2003. 

Bob Hart has moved, restored and 
furnished these structures to create an 
authentic 1840s village. The village, 
which is located outside of Hickory, NC, 
includes many furnished houses depict
ing life in rural Catawba County, NC. In 
addition, virtually every craft and indus
try including a cotton gin and press, grist
mill, gunsmith shop, etc., are included on 
the site. A covered bridge, several 
churches, a general store, schoolhouse 
and even a jail are there. 

The meeting will also include tailgat
ing and lunch. Pre-registration will be 
required. Notices will be sent to all 
M-WTCA and EAIA members in North 
Carolina, South Carolina and Virginia. 
Others should contact Bob Fields, Area Q 
director at (704) 393-1282. Don't miss 
this opportunity to see an outstanding his
toric site that has been featured on pub
lic TV and enjoy excellent fellowship with 
fellow tool collectors and those interested 
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in early industry and crafts. More than 
200 people are expected to attend. 

Area E, Quincy, IL Tool 
Meet Planned 

By George Wanamaker 

l\ Mid-West Tool Collectors Association 
11\\meeting will be held May 11 at the 
Lewis Family Round Barn at the Adams 
County Fairgrounds just northeast of 
Quincy, IL. 

This barn is on the National Historic 
Register. A combined meet for Area E and 
J and an outgrowth of the past meetings 
in Macomb, IL, and Louisiana, MO, it will 
start at 7 a.m. The meeting will be held 
in May to, we hope, avoid bad weather 
and conflicts with other meetings. 

Tools may be shown , traded, sold and 
bought. Tours will be offered of the Lewis 
Family Round Barn, which was moved to 
this sight in 2000 and rebuilt. Tool dis
plays and sales will be inside the barn in 
case of rain; otherwise, they may be in
side or out, members' preference. No 
tables or chairs will be available so bring 
your own. 

Interstate and other good roads will 
take collectors to Quincy, IL, where there 
are many hotels from which to choose. 
Notices will be sent to Illinois and Mis
souri members, as well as local Iowa 
members. To receive a meeting flyer, oth
ers need to contact George Wanamaker, 
Bill Ringhausen or Ron Knorr. 

Food & Fun 
The hospitality room at 
fall 's Winston-Salem 
meeting proved 
popular every night. 
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Loretta Ring 

By Mary Lou Stover 

IL oretta Ring, a past president of the 
~ M-WTCA Auxiliary, died Nov. 2 5 of 
heart complications. 

Although she 
had been in poor 
health for some time 
and hospitalized a 
short while, she died 
peacefully in her 
sleep at home in Hun
tington, IN. She and 
her husband, Mel, 
had been active in the 
Mid-West Tool Collec-
tors Association for Loretta Ring 
many years. They at-
tended most national 
and Indiana meetings as well as many 
others and had developed friendships 
throughout the country and abroad. 

Ann Boltz, Auxiliary president, said, 
" Many things made Loretta a special per
son who was considered by so many to be 
a friend. Who doesn't remember being 
touched by her enthusiasm and love of 
life? She was quick to smile and often 
entertained us with humorous anecdotes. 

"One of the first to arrive at the semi
annual meetings, Loretta was more often 
than not the first person we encountered. 
She was M-WTCKs official greeter. 

"Loretta was easy to talk to. She 
made people feel comfortable. Most im
portantly, she made us smile. What more 
could we ask for in a friend? She will truly 
be missed." 

Loretta was always a leader in Aux
iliary activities and had fun participating. 
When Loretta was president and at the 
podium, Ann Henley recalled her often 
saying she didn't need the microphone she 
was handed. Loretta, a former teacher, 
was used to speaking up loud and clear. 

When Eila Arnold was Auxiliary 
president, in the early 1990s, Loretta was 
her vice president. Eila said of her good 
friend, "Loretta was a wonderful person. 
You could always count on her to get it 
done, no matter what you asked." One 
time Eila offhandedly mentioned some
thing that was needed. Without a word, 
Loretta was back in a short time and had 

taken care of it. She was never happier 
than when she was helping others." 

Her son, Carl, said at the funeral, 
"She was a teacher, an artist, a sister, an 
aunt, a godmother, a grandmother and a 
wife. Mom loved our country: she loved 
her church; she loved her grandchildren 
and children beyond expectation ... and 
she certainly loved her husband... she 
truly felt blessed." She and Mel had been 
married 43 years. 

Loretta, 7 6, was also a member of the 
Retired Teachers Association, 'lli Kappa 
Sorority and Monday Literary Club. 

Besides her husband and son, she is 
survived by a daughter, Barb, five grand
children and other relatives. Services 
were held at Christ the King Episcopal 
Church in Huntington on Nov. 30. 

Without Loretta, a void will be felt in 
many of our lives. 

Bob Coleman 

R~ ob Coleman was 92 when he died on 
~Oct. 27, but he was 92 years young 
and still passionate about woodworking. 

He died in 
Decatur, GA., follow
ing multiple strokes 
the previous Wednes
day. He had driven 
himself to the grocery 
store and worked in 
his garage workshop 
just the day before. 

A noted wood
worker, he built fine 
furniture at a second 
workshop across 

Bob Coleman 

town, combining Hepplewhite and Chip
pendale styles and using inlay and exotic 
woods. He constructed furniture meant to 
last centuries, crafted of the finest woods 
and with hand-cut dovetails. In late years, 
he chose smaller projects such as fancy 
boxes and tea caddies. 

A member of M-WTCA, he particularly 
liked to restore and use old hand tools, 
which he collected and carefully re
searched. Fellow Mid-West member Paul 
Hamler, a skilled craftsman himself, called 
Bob the finest cabinetmaker he knew. 
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Besides woodworking, Bob was also 
employed as an accountant for 40 years 
by Southern Bell Telephone Co. 

He is survived by his wife of 61 years, 
Doris; two sons, Bob and David; a daugh
ter, Dell Rauber, and five grandchildren. 

Dean Garber 

fr\1ean Garber, 81, a charter member of 
Ill' the Mid-West Tool Collectors Associa
tion, died of cancer Oct. 31 in Goshen, IN. 

His son, Dale, 
recalled going as a 
boy to auctions with 
his father, who 
bought boxes of tools 
hoping to find an
tique tools in the con
tents. He said his fa
ther saved pocket 
change to purchase 
items at auctions. 
The entire family got 
hooked on history 
due to Dean setting 

Dean Garber 

up vacations with historical themes--trips 
to historical sites, battlefields and muse-
urns, 

Besides his long interest in antique 
tools, he helped start the Wakarusa His
torical Society in Wakarusa, IN. He do
nated his tool collection to the society. He 
is a former member of EAIA. 

Dean, who was active in many Indi
ana and local historical and genealogy 
groups, was named Goshen Historian of 
the Year in 1993. He was instrumental in 
documenting one-room schoolhouses in 
Elkhart County, IN. His research on cem
etery inscriptions of Benton, Clinton, 
Elkhart and Jackson counties was pub
lished in 1990. 

A carpenter before his retirement, he 
was instrumental in building more than 
3,000 homes and businesses in the 
Goshen area. 

He is survived by his wife, Marjorie; 
three sons, Dale, Abe and Merle, one 
daughter, Evelyn Anglemeyer; 14 grand
children, and three greatgrandchildren. 
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A Summer Spent in George Washington's Kitchen 

By Gretchen Goodell 

As a graduate student with the George 
If Washington University's Museum 
!! Studies Program in Washington, 
D.C., I had previously been exposed to a 
wide variety of museum environments, 
and had been deeply involved with the 
study of American decorative arts, fine 
arts, and material culture. When the op
portunity arose, however, I was eager to 
serve as the Mid-West Tool Collectors As
sociation curatorial intern at George 
Washington's Mount Vernon during the 
summer of 2002. 

This internship afforded me an 
in-depth opportunity to work directly with 
outbuilding objects, period documents and 
other historical materials to help research 
and develop an interpretive plan for the 
kitchen outbuilding. 

At the request of the Collections De
partment at Mount Vernon, my task was 
to inventory and analyze the current ex
hibit in the kitchen building - a total of 
three work spaces, including the kitchen 
(used for the preparation of food), scul
lery (used primarily for the cleaning of 
dishes) and larder (used for cold storage 
of foodstuffs). My findings would assist 
the curatorial staff in revising the inter
pretive scenarios currently seen in those 
spaces, thereby using displayed objects 
to better illustrate the daily kitchen ac
tivities taking place during George 
Washington's time. 

After a brief introduction to the es
tate and the spaces in which I would work, 
I began researching not only the history 
of the kitchen building at Mount Vernon, 
but also the common cookery practices 
of the late 18th century and the tools that 
would have been necessary in a period 
kitchen, scullery and larder. Contempo
rary books were helpful in identification 
of 18th century cooking implements and 
in the history of use of the working spaces. 

Of the greatest help, however, were 
18th century cook and housekeeping 
books, including certain titles that are 
known to have been owned by the Wash
ington family. By analyzing the recipes in 
these works, I was able to glean informa
tion on cooking tools that had not been 
mentioned in previous texts, as well as 

Intern Gretchen Goodell uses a soft brush to 
clean dust off objects in the Mount Vernon 

kitchen so she can record the object number, 
current location and physical condition. 

more fully understand the proper meth
ods used in the 18th century kitchen. 

This background research provided 
me with a knowledge base from which to 
work as I inventoried the objects currently 
found in the kitchen building. Days were 
spent in the Virginia heat carefully not
ing object descriptions, deciphering iden
tification numbers, as well as recording 
current physical conditions of the pieces 
in the building. Throughout the process 
it was important to handle the objects 
using appropriate museum methods and 
free them from abrasive dust, using soft 

Member Survey Update 

cloths and brushes. 

Using the 2002 inventory as the ba
sis from which to work, I then compared 
this current inventory to the inventories 
of the kitchen spaces taken upon the 
deaths of both George Washington in 1799 
and Martha Washington in 1802. Com
bined with other Virginia upper-class in
ventories of the period, I was able to iden
tify common cooking tools used in period 
kitchens, which in tum helped in creat
ing an exhibit plan for the specific objects 
currently found on display. Using this re
search, I discovered that in some respects 
the kitchen outbuilding was 
over-furnished by 18th century standards
too many iron Dutch ovens and Blue and 
White ceramic dishes were present, while 
the building was also missing key cook
ery objects known to have been in the 
kitchen at Mount Vernon, such as copper 
dripping pans and a pewter still. Missing 
pieces were placed into a formal "wish 
list" to be used for the future acquisition 
of cookery tools. 

While 10 weeks was certainly not ad
equate for an exhaustive study, a summa
tion of my research, as well as the cur
rent inventory of the kitchen building and 
interpretive recommendations, were com
bined with the wish list of objects into a 
final report for the use of the curatorial 
staff at Mount Vernon as they revise the 
exhibition spaces in the kitchen building. 
It is my hope that the research and rec
ommendations I have prepared will con
tribute in some way to a revised repre
sentation of the daily activities of the 
kitchen, larder and scullery, thereby giv
ing the visiting public a more complete 
account of the events and stories taking 
place in those spaces. 

The Long-Range Planing Committee wishes to thank everyone that 
took the time to complete and return the member survey that was in
cluded in the September 2002 issue of The GRISTMILL. All the infor
mation provided has been entered and is being compiled and analyzed 
by the LRP. In addition, this information will be used by the leadership 
in setting our future direction. Watch future issues of The GRISTMILL 
for summaries of the survey results. 
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MECHANICAL IMPLEMENT; SIMPLE DEVICE; HISTORY 

COYER Sl0ft1 
Master Rule Manufacturing Company 

By George Wanamaker 

Company History 

l he rule manufacturing operations of 
II the Master Rule Manufacturing Co. 

began in 1910 in New York City at 
the Dahl Manufacturing Company at 51G 
E. 42nd St. 

Dahl had been engaged in the manu
facture of step ladders, medicine cabinets 
and stucco machines among other things. 
The firm entered the rule manufacturing 
business when Herman Gasstrom, a sub
ject of the Czar of Russia, who was most 
likely working for Dahl at the time, re
ceived a patent for a sliding extension 
ruler which was called the Master Slid
ing Ruler. The Patent, 978,446, was ap
plied for Dec. 22, 1909, and received Dec. 
13, 1910. The company may well have 
gone into production of the rule between 
these two dates. 

It was in the year of 1910 that C. M. 
Nicholson, a native of Sweden, bought in 
to the Dahl Manufacturing Co., receiving 
for his purchase price a quantity of step 
ladders, medicine cabinets and stucco ma
chines which he promptly sold. The speed 
with which he disposed of this merchan
dise led to his being promoted to head of 
the sales department. 

Later, Nicholson became president of 
Master Rule Manufacturing Co. It was 
under Nicholson's leadership that the 
company grew into a leader in the manu
facturing of rulers and tape rules. 
Nicholson remained as President until 
1943. Upon his death, he was succeeded 
by his son, Ragnar C. Nicholson. 

Continuing on with the development 
of the Master Sliding Rule, on Oct. 16, 
1911, Herman Gasstrom filed for another 
patent for the Master Slide Rule. The fea
ture being patented was a locking device 
to hold the rule extended. Any number of 
sections could be pulled out starting with 
the first section. 

This patent was assigned to the Dahl 
Manufacturing Co. also. The patent, 
1,068,887, was granted July 28, 1913. 
Again, on Feb. 11, 1913, Gasstrom re-

This is the first model of the Master Rule 
with the 1910 patent date. This was the rule 
that started the Master Rule Manufacturing 

Co. Later, this became the lnterlox Rule. 

turned to the patent office to patent an 
improved section locking device which 
allowed the sections to come out, one at 
a time, in sequence, and be relatively se
curely but, movably locked in place. It had 
a release button on one end of each stick. 
Patent number 1,159,012, was granted 
Nov. 2, 1915. 

Prior to April of 1915, this rule was 
called a Master Slide Rule. In about 1913 
the word interlocking was added to the 
rule and in April, 1915, the name of the 
rule was changed to the Interlox, which 
was trade marked. 

On Jan. 16, 1916, the final patent, No. 
1,288,556, was applied for by Gasstrom. 
This too was assigned to the Dahl Manu
facturing Co. It was a further improve
ment on the locking device which locked 
the sections in both the open and closed 
positions. It was with this device that it 
was, for the first time, locked closed. The 
final patent was granted Dec. 24, 1918. 
This completed the patents on a rule that 
ultimately was to be produced for at least 
the next 40 years relatively unchanged. 
Then, in 1918, the name of the company 
was changed from Dahl Manufacturing· 
Co. to Master Rule Manufacturing Co. 

In a 1940 catalog, Master advertised 
that it was the largest manufacturer in 
the world to make solely measuring tools, 

Late model Master 106 lnterlox Rule. These 
were sold into the 1960s. 
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rulers and tape measures. Prior to 1946, 
Master Rule Manufacturing Co. 's rule 
manufacturing plant was located in New 
York City. In or about 1944, Master had 
moved sales and executive offices to 
White Plains, NY. Then in the summer of 
1946, Master moved its rule manufactur
ing facility to Middletown, NY, to Fulton 
Street between Mulberry and Wawayanda. 
By the summer of 1947, 200-plus people 
were working there, with plans to hire an 
additional 100. In one month, more than 
one quarter million rules were shipped 
worldwide. At this time wooden folding 
rules and metal tape measures were made 
100 percent in this factory. Plastic eases 
were, however, being purchased from sup
pliers. 

In 1950, a new modern brick and 
glass block building was built in 
Middletown and the sales and executive 
offices were moved over from White 
Plains, NY. 

In 1956, Master Rule Manufacturing 
Co. became a subsidiary of Lufkin Rule 
Co. of Saginaw, MI. Supposition is that 
they were acquired to give Lufkin rights 
to use its advanced ideas and products 
for the Lufkin line and because of its mar
ket share, rather than because of finan
cial problems at Master. In 1963, there 
were 130 employees at the Middletown 
facility. It is unclear whether Lufkin con
tinued to make Master products at this 
facility, or simply sold off Master stock 
purchased in 1956 and then made Lufkin 
rules here. It can be positively stated that 
rules were made until 1968 at this facil
ity, when the equipment was moved to 
North Carolina. 

The Sliding Rules 
Inter/ox Master Slide Rule 

The rule was made of sections of box-

Master No. 268, four-fold carpenters rule. This 
was similar to the earlier 20 and 30 rules. 
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Master Blue Tip Rule made from the 
1940s until at least 1956. This was 
advertised as Master's most durable 

folding ruler. 

wood, and later maple, 8-inches-long, 
1/2 -inch-wide and 1/8-inch-thick. These 
were grooved and attached together with 
pieces of sheet metal, and later brass, 
such that they would slide out. The ends 
of the two outside pieces were capped 
with brass ends. The rule was graduated 
on one side to perform as a standard rule 
for length measurement. The other side 
was graduated such that an inside mea
surement could be read directly from the 
rule. There were spring locks that, when 
the rule was extended , locked it in place 
so it did not easily slide closed. This rule 
was available in 2-, 3-, 4-, 5-, 6- and 8-
foot lengths. However, by 1940 only 4-, 
6- and 8-foot lengths were available, it 
w~uld appear that early rules had no fin
ish on them. The marking of the Master 
Slide Rule changed over time, with some 
changes easily dated and others imp?s
sible to date at this time. The followmg 
commentary covers these changes. 

The earliest model, ca. 1910, was 
marked "MASTER SLIDE RULE DAHL 
MFG. Co. N.Y.C. PAT. DEC. 13-10" across 
the front of the first section. The hard
ware, with the exception of the tip on the 
first and last section, was brass plated 
sheet metal. The ends were brass. The 
wood was boxwood with no finish. 

On the one example this author has 
seen, it was sanded poorly enough that 
the saw marks are still faintly visible on 
some sections. The graduations and num
bering on the back were upside down with 
respect to the graduations and ~umber
ing on the front. There was a lme. the 
length of each section that was scnbed 
such that it cut across all measurement 
lines except the odd 1116th markings 
which started at this line and went down. 

The second model, ca. 1911 or 1912, 
was marked with "MASTER SLIDE" (in 
a slight arch) with "RULE" underneath, 
"DAHL MFG. CO." (in a slight arch) with 
"N.Y.C." underneath, and "PATENTED" on 
the front of the first section. There were, 
however, no patent dates to be found on 
the rule. 

The front of every section except the 
first was marked with the word "inside" 

in all capital letters, denoting the use of 
this side for inside measurements. The 
back of each leg included the word "out
side" in all capital letters, denoting that 
this was the side to use for outside mea
surements. The hardware was brass 
plated sheet metal. The wooden legs were 
increased in both width and thickness by 
1132nd of an inch. 

The saw marks visible in model one 
were no longer there. A line the length of 
each section was scribed perpendicular 
to the measurement markings such that 
it cut across all measurement lines ex
cept the odd 1116th markings which 
started just below this line and went 
down. Finally, both front and back num
bers were right side up. 

The third model, ca. 1913, had "IN
TERLOCKING" and "MADE IN U.S.A." 
added to the markings on the front of the 
first section. The front of each section, 
after the first, still had the word "IN
SIDE," while the back of each section, the 
side with the lock, had "OUTSIDE." The 
meaning of both words was explained in 
the previous paragraph. The patent d~tes 
returned on the inside of the last sect10n, 
it being marked "PAT'D 12/13/191 O" with 
"PAT'D 7/29/1913" below it. All hardware 
was brass and the wood was boxwood 
with characteristics similar to the second 
model, except that a finish was now ap
plied. The numbering on both sides ~as 
right side up, as was model two. The_lme 
scribed perpendicular to the markmgs 
was dropped. 

The fourth model, ca. 1915, was 
marked "Interlox" and in very small print 
in a black banner underneath "MASTER 
SLIDE RULE", that replaced the word 
"INTERLOCKING" which was on the third 
model. All the rest of the markings were 
the same, except "N.Y.C. APPRD." (in an 
arch), with "X-4" below it, added to the 
back of the last section. The hardware 
was brass and the wood was boxwood 
with a light finish on it. The quality 
seemed to have improved from the last 
model. 

The fifth model, ca. 1916, was as 

The Master Rivet Rule 134 was 4-feet long 
and the 136 was 6-feet long. 
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The Master Height Gauge U8112 was a very 
specialized rule, used only during World War 
II, to set the Norden bomb sight in aircraft. It 
had only two measurements, 16._3 and 22.3 
inches. The height of the bombs1ght had to 

be between those two numbers. 

above except "PAT"D 11/2/1915" and 
"PAT'S PEND'G" were added, and the 
arched printing was now in straight lines. 

The sixth model, ca.1918, was a ma
jor change. The company name was 
changed to Master Rule Manufacturing 
Co. On the first section was the word 
"Interlox" with "MASTER SLIDE RULE" 
underneath, in the banner; then, "MAS
TER RULE" and "MFG. COINC.N.Y,C." 
(with no spaces); last, "MADEINU.S.A." 
(also with no spaces). 

After the first, the front of each leg 
was marked "DIRECT READING INSIDE 
CALIPER." The last leg had the patent 
dates, including "PAT'D12.24,191 8," 
first. Note the change in notation and the 
lack of spaces. All backs were marked 
"OUTSIDE" and the last section had a 
hand pointing in direction of reading. It 
was also marked "N.Y.C.APPRD" with 
"X-4" underneath. All hardware was 
brass. The wood was boxwood with fin
ish. 

Model seven, ca. 1918-1919, had a 
model number added, on the first leg, with 
the last digit denoted the length. Example, 
a "No. 106" was 6-feet long. Also added 
on the first leg were the words "INSIDE 
MEASURE" in red, and an arrow with 
"READ HERE" in red. In two lines of all 
capitals with no spaces was "MASTER
RULE" over "MFG.CO.INC.N.Y." On the 
front of the other sections were the red 
arrows pointing to the point to read from, 
the words "INSIDE MEASURE" and 
FOLLOWTHE ARROW" in red, and the 
marking of each foot, example, 2-F, in red. 
Those changes made the rule much easier 
to use. On the back of the last leg were 
the four patent dates and "PAT'S PEND." 
The patent pending was probably for the 
red markings, the arrows, and the foot 
markings, though none were found. 
"N.Y.C. APPRD X-4" was in two lines on 
the back of the next to last section. All 
sections were marked "OUTSIDE MEA
SURE" in two lines. The hardware was 

Continued on page 16 
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Master Rule Manufacturing Company 
Continued from page 15 

part brass and part sheet metal, and the 
wood is finished boxwood. The hardware 
might have indicated the shortage of brass 
because of World War I. 

In models 8 and 9, the marking were 
almost the same, though their positions 
move slightly. In model 8. the big change 
was in the wood. It was maple instead of 
boxwood. The only patent date printed 
was "12-24-18'1 along with "PAT'S 
PEND." This indicates the others had run 
out and since patents are good for 17 
years it would date to after 1932. ~hat 
being the middle of the depress10n, 
switching from boxwood to maple would 
have been a considerable savings. The 
hardware was back to all brass. 

An early variation of model 8 was 
made, possibly for a year. It was marked 
with the number followed by an M, ex
ample 106M. This model was made dur
ing a very short time when both boxwood 
and maple were used for these rules, with 
the M denoting that the rule was made of 
maple. The M was dropped when boxwood 
was dropped and all rules were then be
ing made of maple. 

Model 9 was the same as 8 except 
that "lNTERLOX" over "MASTERSLIDE 
RULE" and "MASTERRULE
MFG.CO.INC.N.Y." (in two lines), was 
printed on the outside of both the first and 
last sections and there were no patent 
dates and no patents pending which would 
again indicate post 1935 because of expi
ration of the 1918 patent. 

Model 10 was marked exactly the 
same as model 9 except that the first inch 
on the last section is red and "PAT. PEND" 
was back on the front of the last section. 
The patent pending was probably for the 
first inch being red. The big change was 
the hardware was all sheet metal except 
for the buttons, which were brass. That 
definitely indicated a date during World 
War II. 

Model 11, ca. late 1940s to the 
1960s, the markings were the same ex
cept "pat. pend" was not present. All 
markings on the front of each section were 
now red and the marking on the back were 
upside down with respect to the markings 
on the front. All hardware was brass and 
the finish on the maple was heavier than 
previous models. 

Master Sliding Home Rule 

The Metal End Rule 278 was available, at 
different times, with aluminum and brass 
ends. It was available with only one metal 
end. The wood was available in both white 

and ivory colors. 

The Master Sliding Home Rule was 
a 3-foot, 2-section rule made of maple. It 
was for use in the home having a regular 
inch scale, in 1/16ths. on the front and a 
fractional yard scale on the back. Metal 
parts were made of steel. Production was 
in the early 1920s. 

Folding Wooden Rules 
Four Fold Carpenter's Rules 

The four fold carpenter's rule was an 
older type of rule, and would have re
quired no new patents. It is possible that 
Dahl/Master Rule Manufacturing Co. be
gan producing that type of rule starting 
sometime between 1910 and 1919. How
ever, the first verifiable production was 
1940. 

Models No. 20 and No.30 

A catalog of that year listed two dif
ferent rules of this type, No. 20, a 2-foot 
model, and No. 30, a 3-foot model. Both 
were made of maple. At this time this 
author has neither seen nor heard of any 
rule of this type with these numbers or 
the Dahl or Master name on it. 

Model No. 268 

In the 1940s or early 1950s, Master 
Rule Manufacturing did make a square 
joint, 2-foot, 4-fold carpenter's rule No. · 
268 out of maple. Rules of this second 
type and number are known. 

Zig Zag Type Folding Rules 

Until 1919 it is believed, by this au
thor that the only rules being made by 
this 'company were of the Interlox type in 
varying lengths from 2 to 8 feet. On July 
22, 1916, Gasstrom and J. A. Benson 
applied for a patent on ajoint_to ~ak~ zig 
zag folding type rulers. Until this time, 
all of Gasstrom' s patents had been as
signed to Dahl Manufacturing Co. This 
patent was assigned to neither Dahl nor 
to Master Rule Manufacturing Co., though 
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it appears to have been used exclusively 
by Master Rule Manufacturing Co. This 
patent, 1,293,079, was granted Feb. 4, 
1919. Rules with this joint may have been 
produced prior to the granting of the 
patent, but to date there are none known 
to be made with this type joint and marked 
patent pending. Also, of the rules with this 
patent date, many, about two thirds or 
more, had only the patent date as identi
fication. The Master name was not on 
them nor was any product number, only 
"Patent 2-4-19." Nearly all were yellow 
with black numbers and markings. 1\vo-, 
3-, 4-, and 6-foot lengths are known at 
this time, with 6-foot the most common. 

Little is actually known of the zig zag 
type folding rules produced by Master 
prior to 1940. This section will focus on 
those rules from 1940 until the early 
1960s, when the Master rules of this type 
disappeared from the wholesale catalogs. 
The information for this section is very 
scarce with only five sources, a 1940 
Master catalog, the No. 104 Lufkin cata
log, the 1950 and 1961 Belknap Har~ware 
catalogs, and from the examples this au
thor has seen. These rules were made of 
maple with the exception of the aluminum 
and the Metal End rules. They were avail
able in both the regular and the F scale, a 
scale that is numbered such that it lays 
flat against the work. 

Standard Rule numbers 22, 24, 26, 
32, 34 and 36 

The Standard rule was a good qual
ity rule offered in 1940 and for some years 
after. It was available in 2-, 4- and 6-foot 
lengths in ivory finish, numbered ~n the 
20s, and white finish, numbered m the 
30s, and had graduations on both edges 
of both sides. The joints and tips were 
brass plated steel. 

Best Rule 

The Best line of zig zag rules included 

This picture illustrates the tape measures 
Master had available in 1937. (From left) 

Monitor 206 (no markings except for Master 
on the blade), 6-foot blade, brown Bakelite 
case (no markings except for Master on the 

blade), TufBoy 306 and Master 406. 
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the numbers 401 and 401F, both being 6-
feet long and white in color. They were 
offered in the late 1940s and early 1950s. 

Blue Ti.p #66 

This was a cheaper 6-foot rule built 
to last. It had a tough, guaranteed, lac
quer finish making it the toughest, long
est-wearing wooden Master rule. It had 
black numbers and graduations on a natu
ral wood background. It was graduated 
on only one edge and had polished steel 
joints and blue painted steel tips. 

This was the only wooden rule, of
fered in 1940, still offered in 1956 when 
the company became a subsidiary of 
Lufkin. At that time the only change was 
that the joints were brass plated. This is 
the most common Master folding rule on 
the collectible market today. 

Blue End numbers 786 and 796 

This was Master's highest quality, all 
wooden, 6-foot rule and was government 
tested. It was graduated on both edges of 
both sides and had solid brass joints and 
strike plates. It was available in ivory. No. 
786, and white, No. 796, and had a tough 
waterproof finish. It was offered from at 
least 1940 until at least the early 1950s. 

Guardsman No. 99 

This 6-foot rule was offered in the mid 
1950s and was still being offered when 
Lufkin took over. It had a white finish and 
was graduated on both edges . of both 
sides. It also had large foot markings and 
standard stud spacing markings. It had 
brass tips, joints and strike plates. This 
rule was likely the replacement for the 
Blue End when it was dropped from the 
line. 

Rivet Rule No. 134 

This rule was a 4-foot rule with white 
enamel finish and graduated on one edge 
in l/16ths. It is assumed that this type 
rule probably came in 2-, No. 132, and 
6-, No. 136, foot models also. It had the 
2-4-19 patent date on it. The tips were 
brass, but the joints were steel except for 
a brass rivet that held it together. The age 
is a mystery, but the patent date would 
indicate sometime between 1919 and 
1936. The rule appears to be of better 
quality than many Master rules made 
during this period. 

Miter Square No. MS796 

This rule was a 6-foot rule designed 
to measure miter cuts. The principle it 
worked on was the blue section had a joint 
that would lock in a 45 ° angle and a 90° 

angle, or straight out. It was white ~x
cept for the end section on the front which 
was blue. It had brass plated hardware 
including joints, tips and strike plates. 
The example noted had "pat. applied" on 
it. It is not known if a patent was ever 
obtained on this rule. It also had the 
2-4-19 patented date indicating produc
tion between 1919 and 1936. There is also 
some indication that this was made in the 
mid 1950s. 

Sentinel No. W6 

This 6-foot rule was offered in the mid 
1950s, had a white finish, and steel joints 
and tips. The Sentinel was the cheapest 
of Master's wooden rules in 1955. This 
rule could still be purchased from Belknap 
Hardware in 1961. 

Extension Rule No. X6 

This 6-foot extension rule was first 
offered in 1940 and until the mid 1950s. 
The slide was made of stainless steel in 
1940, but later was made of brass and still 
later, aluminum. This rule was graduated 
on only one edge of both sid_e~ and was 
natural wood with a lacquer flillsh. It had 
brass-plated joints. In 1940, this rule was 
advertised as the lowest-priced extension 
rule available. 

Guardsman No. 996X 

This 6-foot rule was probably the re
placement for the No. X6 extensio~ rule 
in the mid 1950s. It was offered m the 
mid-19 5 Os, still being offered in the 
Lufkin No. 104 catalog. It had a white fin
ish, was graduated and marked in black, 
and had brass plated joints, strike plates 
and tips. The slide was made of alumi
num, painted black and engraved to let 
the markings show as shiny aluminum. 

Metal-End Rule numbers 76, 176, 
276 and 376 

This series of 6-foot rules was one of 
Master's most unique. The No. 76andNo. 
176 had the first section made of brass, 
while the No. 276 and No. 376 had both 
the first and last sections made of brass. 
The rest of the rule was wood with either 
ivory or white enamel finish. 

Illustrated are the different Tufboy 306 models. 
(From left) first model, 1935; second model, 
1937 or 1938; and third model, early 1940s. 
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Illustrated are the various TufBoy packages 
over the years. Left, 1940s, middle, 1950s, and 

right, 1955. 

In 1939, the brass ends were changed 
to aluminum. The original color of the 
metal ends was dark blue, but this was 
changed to black in 1940. The joints were 
brass-plated steel. It was ~aduated_ on 
both edges of both sides with the first 
three inches graduated in l/32nds and the 
rest in l/16ths. This would appear to be 
a very short-lived rule because of the few 
examples known. 

Aluminum Rule No. 516 

This 6-foot rule was made of spring 
alloy aluminum with solid brass joints. 
Figures and graduations on one edge of 
both sides were cut in. This was an al
most indestructible rule. It was offered 
around 1940 and for about 8 years after. 

Butler Framing Rule 

This was a very special 6-foot rule. 
With this rule, and the directions, you 
could lay out the hips and valleys of a roof, 
and risers and treads of stairs. It was 
available with a white enamel finish and 
brass plated steel joints, strike plates and 
tips. The front of the rule was graduated 
on both edges in l/16ths. The back had 
special graduations for the other tasks 
mentioned. 

The rule was patented by David But
ler of McKeesport, PA, in 1952. Indica
tions are he sold the rights to make it to 
Master Rule shortly after. It was still be
ing made when Lufkin took over Master 
and was offered as a Lufkin product after 
the takeover. The directions fill a l 4-by-
21-inch sheet of paper on both sides. 

Home Rule 

This was a very cheap 3- foot, 4-sec
tion folding rule probably offered in the 
1920s and 1930s. It was no longer offered 
by 1940. It was made of maple and ~ad 
steel joints. It was natural wood with 
black graduations and numbers stamped 
in. There was no covering finish. The front 
was graduated in l/8ths and the back was 

Continued on page 18 
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Master Rule Manufacturing Company 
Continued from page 17 

graduated in fractions of a yard. 

Height Gauge No. U-8112 

This may be the most unusual of all 
Master rules. It was made during World 
War II and used to place a Norden bomb 
sight in a plane. It was a 4-section, 22.3-
inch-long rule with only two measure
ments, 16.3 inches and 22.3 inches. The 
method of use is .not understood by this 
author. 

The rule was made of maple with a 
lacquer finish and had brass-plated joints 
and tips on early models, but later mod
els had zinc coated joints and no tips. A 
model made during World War II had tin, 
zinc-plated joints. It was marked "PROP
ERTY OF AIR FORCE U.S. ARMY" un
derneath of which is "MADE BY MASTER 
RULE MFG. CO. INC. N.Y." in smaller let
ters. Similar rules made of metal are 
known. 

Flexible-Rigid Rules 
Master Tape Measure later the Streamline 

The early to inid 1930s represent a 
time of massive change for the manufac
turers of measuring tools. It was during 
this time that the flexible-ridged rule was 
getting its start. Master like other manu
facturers was getting into the production 
of flexible-ridged tape measures. 

In 1932, Emil Anderson, an employee 
of the Master Rule Co., filed for the first 
flexible-ridged rule patent that Master 
was to get. Patent 1,986,551 was granted 
Jan. 1, 1935, for the design of the case 
used on the Master, later to be Stream
line tape measure. 

The patent specified that the rule 
could be used as an inside or outside mea
sure, a compass, extended rod-like, even 
used in the dark by feel. At the same time, 
the convexity could be flattened and rolled 
up in the case. The patent drawing in
cluded a locking button which would pre
vent roll-up when engaged. This design 
was so revolutionary that it survived rela
tively unchanged into the late 1950s and 
maybe the early 1960s. 

The Master Rule was available in two 
different lengths, 6-foot and 8-foot; two 
different widths, 9/16 inches and 13/32 
inches; marked on one edge or both; and 
graduated on one side or both. The 400 
series had a 9/16-inch-wide blade marked 

This is a computer-generated reproduction of a 
1940 hardware store advertising display for a 

Blackie tape measure. 

on both edges and graduated on both 
sides, the 500 series had a 9/16-inch-wide 
blade marked on both edges and was 
graduated on one side, the 800 series had 
a 13/32-inch-wide blade marked on one 
edge and graduated on both sides, and the 
900 series had a 13/16-inch-wide blade 
marked on one edge and graduated on one 
side. All blades were nickel plated. This 
rule was probably in production prior to 
1935 as there are models extant with 
patent pending markings. 

A second patent was applied for May 
23, 1933, by Fredrick 0. Carison, also an 
employee of the Master Rule Co. It was 
for a lever-activated brake which was used 
on the Master tape measure, later the 
Streamline tape measure. 

At some time, in very late production, 
this lever was either replaced or supple
mented with a push button blade lock. The 
locking button was also used on the 
TufBoy tape measure. This was patent 
2,016,483 granted Oct. 8, 1935. Fredrick 
0. Carlson was later, in the 1950s, in
volved in rule manufacturing with the 
Carlson, Sullivan Rule Manufacturing Co. 
of California. Carlson, Sullivan became 
affiliated with Disston Tool Co. at a later 
time. 

The Master and later the Streamline -
were the top of the Master Rule Manu
facturing Co.'s line of tape measures. The 
name of the tape measure was changed 
in the early 1940s from Master to Stream
line. By 1949 the Streamline was avail
able in three lengths, 6-foot (No. 406), 8-
foot (No. 408), and 10-foot (No. 410), and 
with blades having either the nickel or the 
white finish. 

The Streamlines with the white blade 
had a W added at the end of the number 
in the catalog but not in the numbering 
on the case. All Streamline models except 
the 400 series were dropped during World 
War II and never returned to the product 

The GRISTMILL • March 2003 • 18 

line. 

A special model of the Streamline 
was the No. 426, which was a Printers 
rule. The blade had both inch markings 
and pica type measurement on it. Another 
special model was the 406MD which had 
both English and metric graduations and 
a four inch long hook This tape was used 
to measure the length of babies. The case 
carried only the 406 number; the MD was 
added in catalog listings only. 

Finally, it is curious to note that, at 
least by 1946, there were two different 
cases for the Streamline tape measure. 
The first was the regular case everyone 
recognizes. The second, used only on 
Streamlines sold with advertising, had 
almost the same front, but the back has a 
raised circle of 1-3/8 inches with a 1-inch 
round aluminum label carrying the adver
tising attached to the middle of this raised 
circle. It is no known at this time how 
long before 1946 this "advertising" case 
was available. 

TufBoy Tape Measure 

Yet another patent that was applied 
for March 18, 1935, by Carlson was for 
the design of a case that could easily be 
used for the taking of inside and outside 
measurements. It also provided a hook at 
the end of the rule. This case became 
know as the D case because of its shape 
and, by the 1950s, became the standard 
of the industry for the next twenty to thirty 
years. 

Master used this case for its produc
tion of the TufBoy tape measure. Tapes 
of this type were made prior to the grant
ing of this patent, No. 2,076,204, on April 
13, 1937. These tapes were available in 
6- and 8-foot lengths, and later 10-foot, 
with and without a lock to hold the blade 
at any extended position. The TufBoy tape 
measure went through a number of case 
design changes during its 20-plus years 
of production. 

The first model TufBoy, 1935-1937, 
had the name Master cast on the front in 
an arch following the curve of the top. It 
had the tape number, made in USA, and 
Patent Pending in a small box at the bot
tom of the back. The blade hook was 
square and extended the full width of the 
blade, 1/2-inch. 

The second model, 193 7 to early 
1938, was identical except that patent 
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pending was changed to Pat. 2,076,704. 
The third model, early 1940s to 1945, 
changed the front design from a D-shaped 
inset to a round inset and added a screw 
on round metal label with the TufBoy 
name, the patent number and, if the blade 
was white, see below, the notation Brite 
Blade. The blade hook was changed to a 
width of 1/4-inch and centered on the 
blade. 

The fourth model, 1945 to early 
1960s, was a complete redesign. It had a 
round, art deco style, design cast in both 
the front and back of the D-shaped case. 
It had the round, screwed-on label with 
the TufBoy name, 6-, 8-, or 10-feet, and 
the number 306, 308, or 310 on it. All 
cases were nickel plated, with model four 
being heavily plated. TufBoys were avail
able with both nickel plated and Brite 
blades. 

TufBoy rules are known of the later 
style with blades marked in metric on the 
top edge and English on the bottom edge. 
A second variation is a blade marked on 
both sides in inches. Later blades had a 
decimal-fraction conversion table at the 
case end of the blade. 

TufBoys are also know with a swing
ing tip. The tip actually swings down so 
an accurate inside measure can be taken. 
The blade to which this tip is attached is 
marked with a patent pending. 

Master originally had only nickel 
plated blades with dark numbers im
printed. By 1940, Master added a white 
blade imprinted with black numbers to 
many of its models. Surprisingly, it was 
never added to the top-of-the-line Stream
line tape measure. It was made under 
patents granted to A. W Keuff el et al, of 
the Keuffel and Esser Co. of Hoboken, NJ. 

Four patents were involved in the de
signing and printing of these blades, 
which Master labeled as Brite Blades. 
Theywere: 1) 2,089,209 granted Aug. 10, 
1937, 2) 2,303,368 granted Dec. 1, 1942, 
3) 2,471,329 May 24, 1949, and 4) 
2,471,395 granted May 24, 1949. These 
patents involved putting a white coating 
on the steel, then imprinting the numbers 
and graduations and finally applying a 
clear cover coat. All of these coats were 
crack and chip resistant when in use or 
being bent. It is assumed a royalty was 
paid for the use of these patents by Mas
ter to Keuffel and Esser. 

Monitor 

A third type of tape measure of the 
flexible-ridged type was the round case 

tape measure. The Monitor 206 was of 
this type. This came with a 1/2-inch-width 
blade and a chromed case. It is believed 
that this was one of the first tapes offered 
by Master in or about 1935. The first 
model, 1935 or 1936, had no designation 
anywhere on it except that the 1/2-inch 
nickel-plated blade was marked Master. 
It was in a box marked Master 206N. 

The second model, 1938, had the 
same size, round case, now chrome plated 
and had a round, brass label with red, 
white and black painted sections marked 
"Monitor, No. 206, Chromium Case, Made 
by Master." The blade was of the 1/2-inch 
nickel plated type. In the early 1940s, the 
round label was changed to red, black and 
chrome. 

By 1950, labels were black and 
chrome, with the red zigging across the 
center, and were marked Monitor, 206. In 
1950, a Monitor 206A, with a 3/8-inch 
nickel blade, the label marked the same 
except for the number being 206A, was 
introduced. Later in the 1950s, the metal 
label was changed to a black and silver 
colored one. A third Monitor model, in two 
sizes, the 6-foot No. 206W and 8-foot No. 
208W, was introduced with a 1/4-inch 
white blade. It is this author's belief that 
this model continued to be produced even 
after the 1956 purchase of the company 
by Lufkin Rule Co. 

There were special models of the 
Monitor painted white (with a round brass 
and nickel label), yellow (with a blue la
bel) and blue (with a yellow label) marked 
Servel Electrolux, the different refrigera
tor. The blade, marked Master, had a regu
lar inch scale on the back and the front 
designed to measure the space required 
for the different models of Servel refrig
erators. Production was in the early 
1940s. 

Round Bakelite 

This Master tape measure was very 
short-lived, 1938 to no later than 1939. 
It came in reddish brown and gray blue 
colors, was 2-inches in diameter, and had 
a 1/2-inch nickel-plated blade. The case 
was only marked 6-feet, with the nickel 
plated blade marked Master. It had a 1/4-
inch hook on the end. The cases may have 
been imported from Germany. This is one 
of Master's scarcer tape measures. 

Examples of this case are known with 
Servel refrigerator advertising and the 
1938 date on it. The nickel plated blade 
was marked on the front to measure the 
space required for different models of 
Servel refrigerators, while the back was 
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llustrated here , on the left, is a Brownie tape 
measure introduced in 1946, discontinued in 

1949, and a Topper, introduced in 1950. 
Changes made were case color from brown to 
cream; blade tape, from nickel to white; and 

price, from $1 to $1.25. 

marked with the regular inch scale. 

Blackie 

This round tape measure was 1-1/2 
inches in diameter with a 13/16-inch wide, 
nickel plated blade, 6-feet long. It had a 
black painted case and was numbered 
666. It had a gray, round metal label with 
a long thin red triangle through the cen
ter. It was marked "Blackie" in script, "No. 
666, made by Master." Production was 
from 1940 to 194 7 with only one design 
used. 

Brownie 

The Brownie was introduced in 1946 
and had a brownish colored, 1-7 /8-inch 
round Tenite case. The blade was nickel 
plated, 1/2-inch wide, and available in 6 
feet 6 inches, numbered 116, or 8-feet 
numbered 118. The round label was col
ored dark brown, green and shiny alumi
num and marked either "Brownie" in 
script, "No. 116, Six Foot Plus" in script, 
"made by Master," or "Brownie" in script, 
"No. 118, eight feet" in script, "made by 
Master." The No. 118 was discontinued 
in 1949, and the No. 116 was discontin
ued in 1950. 

Topper 

In 1950, the Topper, available in ei
ther a 6-foot or 8-foot model, with a white 
Tenite case, numbered 116 or 118 respec
tively, was introduced. The Topper had a 
white, 1/2-inch wide blade. The round 
metal label on the front was red and shiny 
aluminum striped with "Topper" and 
"116W" or "118W" in black on it. 

The tape appears to have been a re
placement for the Brownie, which was dis
continued the previous year. The cases are 
identical except for color. 

The blade was changed from the 
nickel plated blade of the Brownie to a 
Brite White blade, and the price was in
creased by 25 percent from $1 to $1.25. 
The only explanation for the increase ap-

Continued on page 20 
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Master Rule Manufacturing Company 

Continued from page 19 

pears to be the change of blade, as most 
other products in the Master line showed 
no change in price between 1949 and 
1950. Based on the number known to ex
ist, these models were probably produced 
for a very short time. 

LadysMan 

In 1949, Master introduced a line of 
tapes for women called Lady's Man. The 
rule was a 6-foot model available in plas
tic cases in colors, originally powder blue, 
coral red and yellow. Later green and pink, 
were also used. The measure had a 1-3/ 
4-inch round case, with a 3/8-inch wide, 
white blade. The metal label was shiny 
aluminum with Lady's Man written in yel
low script and a man in a black top hat 
and tuxedo with tails on it. 

A later model, with a pink case, used 
a shiny aluminum tag with Lady's Man 
written a little larger in black script, and 
a larger man in top hat and tuxedo. This 
later model was 1-3/4-inches in diameter 
but had only a 1/4-inch wide white tap~ 
in it. 

Finally, a tape rule nearly identical 
to the Lady's Man, but with the name 
"Mother's Own" in script and "quality 
tools" written on the metal label, was 
available, though far less common. The 
white blade is marked "Master." .To date, 
only one case color has been noted with 
the Mother's label, yellow. 

One other Lady's Man type tape was 
a medical tape labeled "MD" with a medi
cal shield on it. It had a white case and a 
3/8-inch blade with both English and met
ric measurements. This was a later intro
duction, the early 1950s, and was carried 
at least until the late 1960s in the Lufkin 
line after Master's purchase by Lufkin. 

During the 1950s, Master produced 
and offered "Measure-Marker," a small 
clamp that could be applied to the blade 
of this tape measure to retain a specific 
measurement. When not in use it could 
be clamped to the brass pullout ring. It 
was marked Cook's No. 3. It is not known 
if Cook is the patentee's name, but that is 
suspected. 

Sport 

In the early 1950s, Master produced 
a cheaper D-case rule line in 6-, 8- and 
10-foot lengths named Sport. Early mod-

Here is the Master Sport tape measure 
(from left): first model, ca. 1954, and second 

model, ca. 1956. 

els had a round screw on metal label. It 
had "Master, Sport" and the length on it. 

Later models had the case texture 
changed from a plaid to stippled and the 
screw on metal label was changed to a D 
shape, like the case. The later model had 
a 500 series number added. For example, 
in 510, the last two digits denoted the 
length. Years of production of this model 
are unclear at this time. The later of the 
two was available in 1955 and 1956. Most 
older models had a decimal-fraction con
version table added at the far end of the 
tape, as did many TufBoys of this period. 

BigBoy 

During the 1950s, Master brought 
out the BigBoy tape measure. The BigBoy 
Special, No. 810, had a 3/4-inch wide 
Brite blade available with markings on 
one side, both edges; the BigBoy Deluxe, 
No. 710, had markings on both edges of 
both sides. Both series were available 
with or without a locking blade. At this 
time, all BigBoys noted have a 10-foot 
blade. 

The BigBoy case was used with a 
number of blades with special scales on 
them. One scale was a plywood ply mea
sure. It measured the number of plywood 
sheets in a stack. The plywood could be 
1/4, 3/8, 1/2, 5/8 or 3/4-inch thick. A sec
ond was a board foot measure, a third was· 
a log measure using the Decimal C Log 
Rule and a fourth, the Lumrule, was also 
used to measure board feet. 

LongBoy 

The LongBoywas a SO-foot flat steel 
tape, graduated in 1/8-inches, with auto
matic rewind, offered in 1950 and for 
some years after. The case was leather 
covered. Little else is known about it. 

Miscellaneous Rules 

As mentioned earlier, there were 
rules to measure the space various Servel 
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refrigerators occupied on one side and 
measure regular inches on the backside. 

Another tape with a Master blade was 
designed to measure the volume of board 
feet in a tree using the Intemational 1/4 
Rule on the front, while the back mea
sured the number of trees per cord of 
peeled pulp wood. It is not known if this 
rule was manufactured by Master or if 
Master only supplied the blades, marked 
to another company's specifications, to be 
used by that company to make this rule. 
The case was identical to the Monitor's 
except that it was thicker. The metal 
screw-on label was also of the same size 
as the Monitor screw-on label. The case 
was marked Cruising Scale and the blade, 
besides being marked Master, was 
marked Kurfew Inc. 

At least one rule manufacturer, 
KIPCO of Owosso, MI, did purchase Mas
ter blades and build its own tape case 
around it, putting its name on it. This has 
been positively dated to 1952. The blade 
was marked with the normal inches and 
fractions on the front, but on the back had 
only the inch numbers, which were read 
through a top read case. This blade could 
only be used in the case produced by this 
company, thus it was designed for a non
Master rule. 

It is not known how many or what 
tape measures continued to be produced 
after Lufkin purchased Master Rule in 
1956. It is known that the TufBoy, BigBoy, 
Streamline and Monitor tape measures 
continued to appear in wholesale catalogs 
into the early 1960s. 

It is also known that two tape rules 
with Master ties appeared in the No. 104 
Lufkin catalog as Lufkin products. Lufkin 
continued to make a log rule with the 
BigBoy case. It was a decimal "C" rule 
No. W-63101. Lufkin also made a board 
foot measure, No. 6310B, in a BigBoy 
case. Both had the Master name cast in 
the case, and the 63101 had the Lufkin 
name on a screw-on metal label. 
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Pictured here are the Master BigBoy Deluxe, 
with lock (left) and the BigBoy Special (right). 
Both had a 3/4-inch-wide blade, possibly the 

first used on a flexible rigid rule. The 
difference, the Deluxe was marked on both 

sides of the blade, and the Special was 
marked on only one side of the blade. 

At left is a Master BigBoy case with a blade 
graduated to measure the number of sheets of 

plywood, a given thickness, in a stack of 
plywood. On right is a Master BigBoy case 

with a blade graduated to measure the 
amount of wood in a log using the Decimal C 
scale. The second is marked as a Lufkin rule 

on the metal tag on front. 

Bibliography 
Belknap Hardware and Manufacturing Co. Catalog 

88. Belknap Hardware and Manufacturing Co. 
Inc., Louisville, KY, USA, 1939. 

Belknap Hardware and Manufacturing Co. Catalog 
111. Belknap Hardware and Manufacturing Co. 
Inc., Louisville, KY, USA, 1950. 

Belknap Hardware and Manufacturing Co. Catalog 
121 Belknap Hardware and Manufacturing Co. 
Inc., Louisville, KY, USA, 1961. 

Boetticher and Kellogg Co. Incorporated Wholesale 
Hardware Catalog 57. Boetticher and Kellogg 
Co., Inc., Evansville, IN , USA, 1954. 

City of Middletown, NY, Diamond Jubilee 1888-1963 
Middletown, New York. p.83 

"Company to Dedicate Its Modern Structure." Times 
Herald Record , Oct. 16, 1950. 

Marshall Wells Catalog Marshall Wells Hardware Co .. 
Duluth, MN, USA, 1911 

"Master LongBoy." Advertisement. Mechanics Illus
trated, 1951. 

"Master Rule Announces Plans to Move All Office 
Personnel to Middletown." Times Herald Record, 
March 30, 1950. 

"Master Rule Company." Times Herald Record, Dec. 
7, 1947. 

"Master Slide Rule Renamed 'lnterlox."' American 
Carpenter and Builder. April 1915. p. 110. 

Master Rules for Mastercraftsmen Catalog, Master 
Rule Manufacturing Co., Inc. , New York , NY, 
USA, 1940. 

Master Steel Tape Rules Master Rule Manufacturing 
Co., Inc., New York, NY, USA, 1946, 1947, 1949, 
1950. 

"Moving Job." Times Herald Record, Feb. 18, 1964. 
Seese, Mildred Parker. Master Builders of 

Middletown, 1957. 
"Simplified Measurement." Advertisement. Mechan

ics Illustrated, 1943. p.1 80 

Appendix 1 - lnterlox Rule Models 
lnterlox Rule 

Model Patents Mfg. Wood Length Available 
Date Type 

Dahl Mfg. Pat '10 1910 Boxwood 2, 3,4, 5, 6, 7, 8 ft. 
Master Rule 

Dahl Mfg. Pat '10, '13 1913 Boxwood 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 ft. 
Master 
Interlocking 

Dahl Mfg. Pat '10, '13 1915 Boxwood 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 ft. 
lnterlox 

Dahl Mfg. Pat '10, '13, 1916 Boxwood 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 ft. 
lnterlox '15 

Master Rule Pat '10,'13, 1918 Boxwood 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8ft. 
lnterlox '15, '18 

Master Rule None 
lnterlox (black) 

? Maple 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 ft. 

Black No. 
Master Rule None ? Maple Unknown 

lnterlox (Red end) 
Black No. both sides 
Steel joint 

Master Rule None 1950s Maple 4, 6, 8 ft. 
lnterlox (Red end) 1960s 
Black No. 1 side 
Red No. 1 side 

Master Home None 1920s Maple 3 ft. 
Rule 

Tape measures 
Appendix 2- Master Rule Manufacturing Product List 

BigBoy Deluxe No. 710W 10 ft.; BigBoy Special No. 810W 10 ft. ; Blackie No. 666 6 ft. ; Brownie No. 116 6 ft. 
No. 118 8ft. 

Lady's Man Blue 3/8 blade No. 156 6 ft. ; Green 3/8 blade No. 156 6 ft. ; Orange 3/8 blade No. 156 6ft.; 
Yellow 3/8 blade No. 156 6 ft. ; Pink 1/4 blade No. 156 6ft.; Lavender 1/4 blade No. 156 6 ft. 

Master 206 line Oater Monitor) No. 206N 6 ft. 
Master 306 line Oater TufBoy) No. 306 6 ft. ; No. 306L 6 ft. ; No. 308 8 ft. 
Master Inside Measure Oater Streamline) No. 406 6 ft. ; No. 408 8 ft .; No. 506 6 ft.; No. 508 8 ft .; No. 806 6 ft .; 

No. 906 6 ft. 
Medical Tape No. 406MD 6 ft.; No. 156MD 2 meter 
Monitor No. 206 6 ft. ; No. 206A 6 ft.;No. 206W 6 ft.; No. 208W 8 ft. 
Mother's Own Yellow 3/8 blade 6 ft . 
TufBoy No. 306 6 ft.; No. 306L 6 ft. ; No. 308 8 ft. ; No. 308L 8 ft.; No. 310 10 ft.; No. 310L 10 ft. 
TufBoy Brite Blade No. 306W 6 ft.; No. 306 WL 6 ft.; No. 308W 8 ft. ; No. 308WL 8 ft. ; No. 310W 10 ft. ; 

No. 310WL 10 ft. 
Streamline No. 406 6 ft. ; No. 406 200 cm, medical (to measure height); No. 406E 6 ft.; No. 406W 6 ft .; No. 426 

Printer's (pica) 6 ft. ; No. 408 8 ft. ; No. 408W 8 ft. ; No. 506 6 ft .; No. 508 8 ft. ; No. 806 6 ft .; No. 906 6 ft. 
Sportsman No. 506W 6 ft. ; No. 508W 8 ft.; No. 510W 10 ft. 
Topper No. 116W 6 ft. ; No. 118W 8 ft. 

Folding Rules (Zig Zag type): 
Aluminum No. 516 6 ft. 
Best No. 401 6 ft. ; No. 401F 6 ft. 
Blue End Ivory No. 786 6 ft. ; Ivory No. 786F 6 ft. ; White No. 796 6 ft .; White No. 796F 6 ft. 
Blue Tip No. 66 6 ft. ; No. 66F 6 ft. 
Butler Framing Rule 6 ft. 
Extension Rule No. X6 6 ft. 
Guardsman No. 996 6 ft .; No. 996X 6 ft.; No. 996 2 ft. 
Home Rule 3 ft. 
Metal End Single Ivory No. 76 6 ft.; Single Ivory No. 76F 6 ft. ; Single White No. 176 6 ft. ; Single White No. 176F 

6 ft. ; Double Ivory No. 276 6 ft. ; Double Ivory No. 276F 6 ft .; Double White No. 376 6 ft.; Double White No. 
376F 6 ft. 

Miter Square Rule No. MS796 6 ft. 
Rivet White No. 132 4 ft.; White No. 134 4 ft. ; White No. 136 6 ft . 
Sentinel White No. W6 6 ft .; White No. W6F 6 ft. 
Standard Ivory No. 22 2 ft. ; Ivory No. 22F 2 ft. ; White No. 32 2 ft .; White No. 32F 2 ft .; Ivory No. 24 4 ft .; Ivory 
. No. 24F 4 ft. ; White No. 34 4 ft. ; White No. 34F 4 ft. ; Ivory No. 26 6 ft .; Ivory No. 26F 6 ft .; Ivory No. 26N 6 ft. ; 

White No. 26 6 ft. ; White No. 26F 6 ft. 
Most of the above were available with hook also. 

Miscellaneous Rules: 
Carpenter's Rule (old style) No. 20 2 ft. ; No. 30 3 ft.; No. 268 2 ft .; No. 68P 2 ft. (probably not Master Rule) 
Height Gauge No. U8112 Two measurements only, 16.3 in. and 22.3 in. Marked property of Air Force U.S. Army 
LongBoy No. 050 50 ft. (flat tape) 
Servel advertising Monitor 206 Available with blue, white, and yellow cases; round, brown, Yellow label Bakel ite 

case 
Measure Marker No. 3 Rule clip, used with No. 156 to hold the tape at a certain measurement 
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MECHANICAL IMPLEMENT; SIMPLE DEVICE; HISTORY 

iOOILS 

Two World Records Set at Fall Brown Auction 

By John C. Wells © November 2002 

The Brown tool auction set two world 
records last fall, according to 
Clarence Blanchard, president of 

Brown Auction Services. 

An Israel White three-arm plow plane 
set a record, $31,900, for the most ex
pensive tool sold. The auction grossed 
$460,000 (an average of $560 per lot), 
also a record. 

The 21st International Antique Tool 
Auction and Sale was held by Brown Auc
tion Services at the Four Points Sheraton 
in Harrisburg, PA, in November. 

The hotel has a large convention fa
cility with ample space for the dealer's 
sale on Friday and the auction on Satur
day. It also has a spacious atrium - a great 
place for tool collectors to gather before, 
during and after the auction to show their 
new acquisitions and gossip about the 
latest happenings in the tool world. 

Friday morning's program featured a 
series of seminars by well-known tool re
searchers and authors. Tom Lamond gave 
a slide presentation on types of scrapers. 
Walter Jacob presented an overview of the 
1867 Centennial Exhibition and the 
Stanley Rule and Level Co. 's display. Scott 
Lynk gave a presentation on the special 
rules manufactured by Stanley, Rule and 
Level Co. which is the subject of his new 
book. Rennie Carroll chaired the Second 
Round Table Discussion of Wooden 
Planes. These seminars add a lot to the 
enjoyment of the International Antique 
Tool Auctions. 

The Auction 

Realized prices used in this article 
include the 10 percent buyers premium. 

Israel Whites Three-Arm 
Patented Plow Plane 

The most important story in this auc
tion is the amazing Israel White three-arm 
self-adjusting plow plane, Lot 688 (Fig. 
1). 

White, a prominent Philadelphia tool
maker, was the first to design and patent 
a plow plane with a self-adjusting fence 

Fig. 1. Israel White Plow Plane, Lot 688. 

that automatically maintained parallelism 
between the fence and the plane body. A 
practical way to automatically maintain 
parallelism was an important advance in 
plow plane design. It was much easier and 
faster for a joiner to change the distance 
between the grooves he was cutting and 
the edge of the stock if he didn't have to 
manually adjust the fence to be parallel. 

Israel White was granted patent 
No.7951, Jan. 9, 1834, for the important 
features of this plane. These include the 
self-adjusting three-arm design that main
tains parallelism, a graduated scale on 
one of the arms and a graduated scale for 
the depth stop. 

The plane also made use of a number 
of different exotic woods to create an aes
thetically pleasing design that would ap
peal to customers who wanted a tool that 
reflected pride in their craft. Beech was 
used for the body and fence, ebony for the 
side arms, yellow birch for the center 
screw, lignum vitae for the fence boxing, 

Fig. 2: Traut's Patented Hollows and Rounds 
Plane, Lot 533. 
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boxwood for the outer lock nuts and rose
wood for the wedge. All of this was ac
cented with ivory inlaid scales and beau
tifully turned ivory finials on the two side 
arms. 

The stamp on the front of the plane 
is sharp and clear. It bears the serial num
ber 138 and the initials of James Silcock, 
who worked for White. Silcock later re
turned to England where he patented the 
Silcock combination plane, which uses a 
single wide arm with two trapezoidal rails 
to maintain parallelism. 

This example of the Israel White 
plane also has the original paper label that 
contains the instructions for adjusting the 
fence. Obviously the plane must have re
ceived exceptional care for the label to 
survive intact for almost 170 years. 

Included with the plane is an origi
nal framed copy of a Philadelphia news
paper, The Pennsylvanian, dated Friday 
Sept. 1, 1835, which contains an adver
tisement for "Israel White's patented 
plane." The advertisement is illustrated 
with the same drawing of the plane that 
was used for the restored patent. A flyer 
with this drawing, dated Nov. 12, 1833, 
is shown on p. 72 of P-TAMPIA, vol. 1. 

This is clearly the most important 
plane to be offered in an American auc
tion this year, and arguably in the past 
many years. A very discriminating collec
tor was the successful bidder at $31,900. 

Stanley Prototypes and Spedals 

An improved version of Traut's pat
ented hollows and rounds is displayed on 
the back cover of the catalog (Fig. 2). Lot 
533 was in mint condition and came with 
seven bottoms. An earlier version, pat
ented July 30, 1878, sold in the 14th 
Brown auction. These two planes are an 
important step in the development of the 
hollow and round bottoms for the Stanley 
45 plane. This important and attractive 
set brought $6,050. 

Lot 638 is the earliest version of a 
rare patented dado plane, developed 
jointly by Traut and Miller (Fig. 3). An ex
ample of the later, slightly less rare ver
sion, which has a more robust handle de-
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Fig. 3: Traut and Miller, Patented Dado 
Plane, Lot 638. 

sign, sold in the 19th Brown auction. 
Traut and Miller's dado plane led to the 
very successful line of Stanley No. 39 dado 
planes produced for many years. This re
markable early version sold for $5,060. 

A set of four special Stanley transi
tional planes in the auction dated from 
about 1874 (Lots 709 through 
712) (Fig.4). The bodies are rosewood 
dovetailed to boxwood soles and three of 
the planes have a Stanley eagle trademark 
stamped across the dovetailed joint. It 
was speculated that this set may have 
been made for display at the Centennial 
Exhibition. They were not among the 
other transitional planes in the slide of 
Stanley's display case at the Centennial 
Exhibition shown in Walter Jacob's pre
sentation Friday morning. But they could 
have been in a different part of Stanley's 
display, or they may have been made for 
one of the other machinery and hardware 
shows held around that time. Consider
ing their rarity and beauty they were a 
good value. The No. 27 brought $2,640, 
the No. 29, $3,740, the No. 32, $2,640, 
and the No.25, $3,300. 

A demonstration Bed Rock (Lot 304) 
had part of the side cut away to show the 
frog locking pins that allow adjusting the 
frog without removing the lever cap and 
cutter. This fascinating piece of Stanley 
promotional material brought $4,620, well 
above the high estimate. 

High End Stanley Planes 

Among the high end Stanley planes 
there were many sparklers. The obvious 
star of this section was a very rare Stanley 
No. 13 Type 1 circle plane (Lot 532), 
manufactured by Stanley Rule and Level 
prior to the March 28, 1871, patent. This 

example is from the Paul Kebabian col
lection and is in superior condition. The 
'Iype 1 No. 13 plane is quite different from 
subsequent types: the ends of the bed are 
turned up, slotted and attached to the 
bodywith wing nuts. There are only three 
of these known. It went for a winning bid 
of $2,420. 

Lot 631, a Stanley No. 164 low angle 
smooth plane (once regarded as a prize 
to dream about) with 90 percent japan
ning and fine wood, in Good+ condition 
sold for $2,640. A No. 62 low angle jack 
plane (Lot 285) in stellar condition with 
100 percent japanning sold at the high 
estimate for $825. A rare No.64 Butcher 
Block plane (Lot 482) and in Good+ con
dition with 90 percent japanning sold for 
$1,155. 

A No. 196 rabbet plane for curved 
work (Lot 691) in Good+ condition with 
94 percent of the nickel plating present 
but with a dull luster realized $1,540. 

A scarce No.340 furring plane (Lot 
473) in Fine condition sold for $1,045, 
below the low estimate. A No. 9 miter 
plane (Lot 4 72) in Fine condition sold for 
$1,045. 

Lot 697 was a very rare 13/16 inch 
size of the No.39 dado plane. These are 
seldom seen, and this one was all origi
nal and in Mint condition. It was a good 
value at $1,430. 

A rare No. 87 scraper (Lot 628), 
marked "Pat. Apl' d For," with 97 percent 
japanning and Fine wood, in Good+ con
dition went for $1,540, below the low es
timate. 

Fig. 4: Stanley Transitional Planes With 
Rosewood and Boxwood Bottoms, Lots 

709 Through 712. 
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Fig. 5: John A. Baines Multi-function Plane, 
Lot 741. 

Lot 63 7 was a very rare and seldom 
seen No. 10 1/4C corrugated bottom rab
bet plane with tilting handles. It was prop
erly appreciated at $2,640. 

Lot 589, a No. 141 Miller's patent 
plane, with the filletster bed and a full 
box of cutters, in nice condition and with 
98 percent of the nickel plating, went for 
$880. 

A Stanley A45 (Lot 555) aluminum 
combination plane in the original box, with 
all of the parts, a full set of cutters, and 
an original A45 instruction manual, sold 
for $2,310. 

Lot 586, a very rare No.44 Bronze 
Miller's patent plane with a set of cutters, 
in above average condition sold for 
$3,190. 

A No. 12 1/4 scraper (Lot 699) with 
a thick rosewood sole attached with ma
chine screws in brass bushings, an origi
nal Sweet Heart marked blade and in Fine 
overall condition sold for $1,155, below 
the low estimate. 

Stanley Bed Rock Planes 

There was an almost complete set of 
Stanley Bed Rock planes in the auction, 
and they brought exceptionally strong 
prices. Apparently, two collectors in the 
room wanted to complete this part of their 
collections, which kept prices strong. The 
late style planes, which have distinctive 
square top sideboards, realized higher 
prices than the early style planes. For 
example, Lot 72, an early style No.604 
1/2C in Good+ condition brought $302.50. 
The same size plane in the late style, Lot 
705, brought $715, both in line with the 

Continued on page 24 
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Continued from page 23 

high estimate. 

The two most desirable size Bed Rock 
planes, aNo.602C andaNo.602, both late 
style, brought $2,310 and $1,155 respec
tively, well above the high estimate. 

Patented Planes 

Lot 7 41 is the only known example 
of John. A. Baines' amusing multi-func
tion plane (Fig. 5). He claimed it was ca
pable of functioning as a plow, tongue & 
groove, dado, beader, hollow & round, 
sash plane, smoother and filletster. Baines 
obtained two patents for his plane: the 
firstisNo.141,535 granted Aug.5.1873, 
and the second, No.148,649, was granted 
March 17, 1874. His second design was 
an attempt at simplification, which was 
not very successful since it took 12 pages 
of drawings to illustrate it compared to 
only six pages for the first design. The 
plane had so many parts that it would be 
expensive to make, and it was so compli
cated to set up for a job that it was im
practical to use. The cost of manufactur
ing it may have put a damper on produc
ing it , and this may be the only example 
ever made. It sold for $11,550. signifi
cantly above the high estimate. 

An E. H. Morris scissor-arm plow 
plane, patented March 31, 1871 (Lot 739), 
with most of the floral decoration on the 
fence, brought $6,600, well above the high 
estimate. 

The only known example ofaNo.102, 
15-inch-long Foster Turn Table plane (Lot 
537) sold for $3,850. 

Lot 536, a Gage adjustable low angle 

Fig. 6: Gage Low Angle Block Plane, Lot 536. 

Fig. 7: Wilbar's Level Square, Lot 453. 

block plane (Fig. 6), which was snatched 
from the model shop before they com -
pletely smoothed out the file marks and 
applied the japanning, brought a winning 
bid of $3,520, well above the high esti
mate. 

Levels, Rules and Layout Tools 

Wtlbar's Level Square, Lot 453, pat
ented April 20, 1852, which is called an 
"Improved Reflecting Spirit Level and 
Square," is a very intriguing device (Fig. 
7). It is a 3-inch brass cube with two level 
vials at 90 degrees to each other on the 
top, and mirrors on two adjacent vertical 
faces. Its function is a minor mystery. It 
sold for $6,600, which is probably the 
most money ever made on this invention. 

Lot 465 was a rare and very attrac
tive Davis Level and Tool Co. No. 000, 3 
3/4-inch-long hexagonal bodied pocket 
level with fancy turned brass acorn fini
als. It went for $1,320. 

Lot 458, a 24-inch L.L. Davis, 3 1/2-
inch-high tall frame inclinometer level, m 
heavy Cuban mahogany and in fine condi
tion sold for $3,080, well above the high 
estimate. 

A 30-inch pendulum type inclinom
eter level, Lot 450, made by the T. F. Deck 
Gravity Level Co. and patented Dec. 15. 
1896, and Feb.14, 1905, had a 41/4-inch
high body and large dial. It was in fine 
condition and sold for $1,210. 

Lot 408 was an extra rare version of 
Ritchie's combination square, bevel and 
level, patented Aug. 8, 1884. It had an 
open filigree nickel-plated brass stock 
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instead of the more common rosewood 
stock. It was in only Good condition, but 
because of its rarity sold for $1,705. 

A seldom seen Stanley No. 42 1/2 
ship carpenter's bevel (Lot 395) with a 
rosewood body and a brass blade, brought 
$1,320. 

Lot 306, an early and extremely rare 
Stanley board caliper with brass jaws, in 
Fine condition, was a good buy at $770. 
These were never offered in a Stanley 
catalog and it is thought they were only 
made for use at the Stanley plant. 

Lot 527 was a Stanley No. 85B four
fold, 2-foot ivory rule, which is exception
ally rare because it has brass joints and 
is marked "B." It went for $3,300, in line 
with the high estimate. An extremely rare 
Stanley No. 24 ivory button gauge (Lot 
530) in exceptional condition brought 
$3,520, at the high estimate. A very hard 
to find Stanley No. 97 (Lot 528) four-fold, 
2-foot, broad ivory rule, with medium yel
lowing and a few stress cracks, sold for 
$1,980. It realized a price well above the 
high estimate because of its rarity, even 
though condition was a bit lacking. 

Other Great Tools 

The most exciting item in this cat
egory was Lot 642, a super set of eight 
miniature reproductions of Stewart Spi
ers' dovetailed steel wood infill planes. 
Robert Baker made the set of miniatures 
expressly for Kenneth Roberts, an early 
researcher and writer on 19th century En
glish woodworking tools and on 19th cen
tury American wooden planes. The inspi
ration for the set came from a similar set 
in the Ayr Museum in Scotland. This won
derful piece of tool collecting memorabilia 
was a very good buy at $4,840. 

Lot 271 was a Holt Manufacturing 
Co. No. 10 brace with a ratchet and bit 
holder by H.V. Smith patented Sept. 26, 
1893 and July 11, 1893. The bits are 
threaded on the end and screw into the 
bit holder. This unusual brace, with a set 
of 10 bits in a wooden box, sold for $1,760, 
well above the high estimate. 

A super goosewing ax (Lot 512) by 
Philip His, a widely respected Berks 
Count, PA, maker, with his distinctive 
ogee curve at the top comer of the rear 
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Fig. 8: James A. Reed, Mining Compass, Lot 
545. 

shoulder, brought $1,375, at the mid
range estimate. 

A very colorful and graphic four-sided 
Yankee point of sale counter display (Lot 
557), was made to display and demon
strate four tools. It sold for $1,650, well 
above the high estimate. It will look ter
rific in some collector's tool room. 

An amazing mining compass (Lot 
545) by James A. Reed, Pittsburgh, PA, 
made before 1878, measures both hori
zontal and vertical angles (Fig. 8). It re
alized $3,740. 

An early Myatt's patent combination 
handsaw, rule, degree finder, level, and 
square (Lot 338) went for $1,017.50, al
most twice the high estimate. 

Epilogue 

The good amount of excellent mate
rial in this auction provided collectors a 
wonderful opportunity to upgrade or add 
to their collections. Exceptionally rare 
items and items in outstanding condition 
continue to command top prices, proving 
the axiom that rarity and condition are 
everything. 

All photographs used with this article 
are courtesy of Brown Auction Services. 

Wood Planes at the 
Brown Auction 

By David V. Englund 

Lots and lots of plow planes, that's 
what the fall Brown auction featured. 

Around 70 or more auction lots of 
plow planes were up for bid, including a 
dozen or so of 18th century vintage. Best 
of all was the catalog cover item, the 
record breaking Israel White plow once 
owned by the late Merk Beitler, one of the 

world class tool collectors. 

Often, but not in every case, the spec
tacular plow planes made in the 19th cen
tury were special order items for presen
tation pieces and the like. They featured 
exotic woods, or wood combinations, sil
ver, brass or ivory parts and superior 
workmanship. When the bench mechanic 
retired, maybe he got a solid boxwood 
plow with ivory tips, but when the fore
man retired, he was presented with a 
plane like lot 446, the Lamb & Brownell 
rosewood plow plane with boxwood arms, 
wedges and fence. Both the nuts and the 
washers were made from ivory laminated 
with a center of boxwood, and the fittings 
were silver plated. It was a showpiece to 
demonstrate what the workman of that 
firm could do, and it brought $7,260 
(prices quoted include 10 percent buyers' 
premium). 

Another plow plane in the same cat
egory was the A. Cumings rosewood plane 
with boxwood arms and fence boxing. 
Again, the nuts and washers were lami
nated rosewood and ivory, and the ivory 
tips were turned acorn finials. This beauty 
brought $6,600. 

There were 16 18th century molding 
planes offered. Best were the Nicholson/ 
Chelor molders with Lot 61 7, an I. 
Nicholson In Cumberland 1-1/8-inch 
bolection ( or nosing molding). It brought 
$2,640, even with a bad age crack on the 
toe. Otherwise, the edges and comers 
were crisp and with original finish. The 
bolection molding was used in situations 

where two surfaces (like on a wall) came 
together at different levels. A rabbet joint 
would be made on the back side of the 
molding strip to fit against the mis
matched surface, leaving this beautiful 
molding to show. 

An F. Nicholson, Wrentham 5/8-inch 
round in below average condition brought 
$1,210. This plane was an interesting 
example showing that if the early 
planemakers chose a poor piece of yel
low birch stock, they used it anyway. It 
didn't seem to matter to them if the rough 
grain tore out during the planing opera
tion or if there were bad chatter marks. 
Seemingly, if the plane would function 
properly, then all the bad surfaces were 
acceptable. 

Wood Planes 

While there were many plow planes 
in the auction, there were but a few crown 
molders, panel planes and handled sash 
planes. Best was the I. Sleeper crown in 
beech with double irons, round top wedges 
and handled sash planes. It brought 
$2,310. 

There were only four lots of 19th cen
tury complex molders, but they did very 
well, running from nearly top estimate to 
well over top estimate. It seems complex 
molders always do well. 

Our ancestors kept their fine pieces good 
for hundreds of years by using materials 

[

1 

that were natural and compatible. 
I have formulated my Antique Improver 

based on my studies of those old recipes. 
tis made by hand from all-natural 

ingredients-positively no modern petro
chemicals or synthetics. 

Recommended for both the metal and the wood of old tools 
and guns. Natural color and beauty of the wood is restored, 
rust is removed and prevented from reoccuring, while leaving 
the metal with a soft, natural patina. Originality is main
tained; value is preserved. Try it! You will be amazed! 

For further information, to find a dealer in 
your area, or t.o place an order, contact: 

JOHN T. KRAMER 

DEALER 
QUERIES 
INVITED 

P.O. Box 8715 / Sugar Creek, MO 64054 / (816) 252-9512 
kramer@kramerize.com /www.kramerlze.com 

16-PAGE BOOK OF INSTRUCTIONS & USES FREE W1TH PURCHASE. 
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HISTORIES, BIOGRAPHIES, RESEARCH 

lOOILS 

A Rare Plane Donated to Historic Williamsburg 
By John G. Wells, © September 2002 

Jl\~ small 17th century musical instrulfl ment maker's miter plane has been 
!! donated to Historic Williamsburg by 
Philip and Harriot Baker. 

The plane shown in Figure 1 is a rare, 
unusually small, central European miter 
plane. 

It is wrought iron plate construction, 1 

5-5/8-inches long by 1-3/4 inches wide. 
The 1-1/4-inch wide cutting iron is placed 
bevel up, is bedded at 25 degrees, and is 
supported on a wood inflll. The iron is held 
in place with a wood wedge under a wedge 
bolt. It does not have a front infill, which 
is typical. There are remnants of a black 
coating on the interior and exterior of the 
plane's body, possibly an early form of ja
panning. The iron and wedge appear quite 
old and may very well be original. 

Its metal construction, low cutting 
angle and tight mouth opening are typi
cal characteristics of miter planes. The 
small size would have suited it for use by 
a musical instrument maker. 

As usual, the 3/16-inch-thick sole is 

made in two pieces, 
making it possible to 
form the narrow 
mouth opening. The 
two pieces are joined 
with a brazed joint at 
the mouth. The sole 
extends beyond the 
plane's body 1/16 inch 
on the sides and rear 
and 1-1/8 inches at 
the front, which is 
typical of miter planes 
of this era. The sole is 
attached to the body 
with a brazed joint, 2 

reinforced with a 1/16 
by 1/8 inch strip of 
iron brazed along the 
bottom edge of the 

Fig. 1: 17th Century miter plane, 5 5/8 by 13/4 inches. 

plane's body. There is a hanging hole in 
the front bed extension, which is often 
seen on early miter planes. 

Bodies of 17th century miter planes 
were often attached to the sole of the 
plane with through tenons. The pins, 
formed on the bottom edge of the body 
plates, pass through slotted holes in the 
sole, and were expanded by peening and 

then ground flush with the bottom of the 
sole3• Brazed construction was sometimes 
used for small instrument maker's planes, 
such as this example, because of the un
usually small extension of the sole beyond 
the sides of the plane. 

The sides and rear of the plane's 
body are formed by a continuous piece of 

Continued on facing page 

Too Early for Mount Vernon, Just Right for Williamsburg 

By Philip Baker 

The strangest tools turn up in 
Florida. 

I received a call about a strange 
plane that came with a full bucket con
taining parts of tools and whatever else 
one may find at a flea market for next 
to nothing. 

So I took a little trip. Yes, the plane 
surely was different. It was five and 
five-eighths inches long by one and 
three-quarters inches wide. The imme
diate owner thought it had a definite 
value. So did I. I asked how much? 
Then the reply came of what will you 
give? 

At this point neither one of us knew 
what we were dealing with. So I made an 
off er, which was higher than I felt it was 
worth immediately after I made it. Then I 
heard "pay me" and it was a done deal.-

Now to find out if I had a 
"pig-in-the-poke." I took advantage of one 
of our members. Off it went to Jay Gaynor, 
director of Historic Trades at Colonial 
Williamsburg. Jay's comment was "the 
plane is to die for." On the down side, he 
put the age of the plane back into at least 
the 17th century which was too early for 
Mount Vernon. Mount Vernon tools should 
fall in the 1770s, plus or minus. 

Next I found out that M-WTCA'.s trea
surer John Wells knew a good deal about 
this type of plane. He wanted to study it, 

The GRISTMILL • March 2003 • 26 

so I asked Jay to send it to him. The 
accompanying article is the outcome 
of John's study. 

Ownership of the plane has been 
transferred to the M-WTCA Mount 
Vernon Committee. That committee 
will officially give the plane to 
M-WTCA with the provision that the 
organization present it as a gift to Co
lonial Williamsburg. 

The Bakers thanked John Wells for 
his study and article and note that he 
never made an overture to acquire the 
tool for his collection. Tony Murland 
gave a valued appraisal of its worth. 
There are very few who have the 
knowledge to do so. 
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Continued from facing page 

hand-forged iron, which is bent around the 
rear of the plane and continues down both 
sides to join the front plate. The front plate 
runs straight across the plane, and is 
joined to the two sides with an open dove
tail. The body plates are 3/32 inches thick 
and 1-1/32 inch high. The sides are deco
rated by cutting them down along a grace
ful ogee and bead curve forward of the 
wedge bolt. 

The wedge bolt was forged and is 
decorated with a bead at each side and in 
the center. The space between each bead 
is filled with an elongated cushion shaped 
section. Tenons, on the ends of the wedge 
bolt, pass through holes in each side of 
the plane. 

The right side of the plane is a little 
lower than the left side, resulting in a 
slightly skewed shape of the plane body 
when viewed directly from the front. This 
may have resulted from an early repair, 
which could also explain the 1/16-by-
1/8- inch band around the bottom of the 
plane's body. Curiously, the band is a full 
1/8 inch wide at the front right comer of 
the plane and tapers to half that width at 
the front left comer. The small crosspiece 
behind the front plate may have been 

A Long Journey 

By Neyland Hester 

NflY sister and her husband are retired 
t..,tl school teachers who live in the Los 
Angeles area. Since they know my in
terest in Stanley tool collecting, they 
occasionally find an item and send it 
to me as a birthday or Christmas gift. 
They are volunteers in a homeless shel
ter that depends on gifts for its sup
port. 

When a woman called that her par
ents had died and she was selling the 
house but everything in it was to be a 
gift to the shelter, my sister and her 
husband drove their truck to pick up 
the furniture and furnishings. As they 
were loading the truck, my sister found 
three Stanley planes. She packed them 

added at this time to strengthen the dove
tailed joints. 

At one time there may have been an 
extended palm or finger rest at the front 
of the plane, which has subsequently bro
ken off leaving a jagged edge. Large mi
ter planes typically had palm rests but 
they were sometimes omitted on smaller 
planes. The edge of the sole and the 1/16 
-by-1/8-inch reinforcing band were ground 
flush at a more recent time and have a 
much lighter patina than the rest of the 
plane. 

Seventeenth century miter planes are 
extremely rare, and this is an excellent 
example in an unusual small size. It is in 
very good condition for its age and would 
be a wonderful addition to any collection 
of early European planes.4 

Refeferences 

1Joseph M. Gerber, Die Geschichte des Hobels, 
figures 106 and 108. Philip Walker, An En
glish Metal Plane ... , Tools and Trades, the 
journal of the Tools and Trades Historical So
ciety, vol. 1, pp 75-77, figures 22, 23, 24 and 
26. 

2 Brazing was commonly used as early as the 13th 
century. Edgar B. Frank, Old French Iron Work, 
p.30. 

WHY I LIKE IT 

A Stanley 140 rabbet and block plane, 
ca. 1920. 

and planned to send them to me after she 
paid the appraised price back at the shel
ter. About this time, the owner came into 
the room and said, "The planes don't go. 
I want to give them to a friend of my fa
ther." 
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Fig. 2: Mid-seventeenth century central 
European miter plane, 5-1/2 by 2 inches. Lot 

617, Tony Murland's Auction, 7/26/96. 

3 Beginning in the 16th century smiths began 
using joints borrowed from woodworkers. 
Frank, ibid. p.30. 

4 A plane of similar size (5-1/2 x 2 inches) and 
age (Fig.2) was sold in the July 26, 1996 Tony 
Murland auction, Lot 617. 

And my sister replied, "Oh, I'm so 
sorry. I wanted to buy them and send 
them to my brother who collects Stanley 
tools." The owner must have felt sorry 
for my sister, because she said, "Well, 
why don't you choose one for your 
brother, and I'll give the other two to my 
father's friend." 

My sister knows nothing about 
planes and had no idea about which one 
to choose. But she chose one, paid for it 
at the shelter office and mailed it to me. 

When I unwrapped it, I found a 
Stanley 140 rabbet and block plane, com
plete and in mint condition, c. 1920. 

It's my favorite Stanley plane, not 
because it's the most unusual or most 
rare or most valuable -- but because of 
its j oumey in finding its way to my work
shop. 
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MECHANICAL IMPLEMENT; SIMPLE DEVICE; HISTORY 

iOOILS 
In Search of a Sandusky 2-S Block Plane 

Fig. 1 Sandusky 2-S shown in the Sandusky 
Tool Co. catalog No. 25. 

By John G. Wells ©2003 

The Sandusky Tool Co. introduced a new 
line of Semi-Steel1 planes in catalogue No. 
25, published Sept. 1, 1925. There were 
three sizes of bench planes, in both 
smooth and corrugated bottoms, and the 
No. 2-S Semi-Steel block plane. (Fig.I) 
The bench planes were made under patent 
No. 1,696,584, issued to Wilbert G. 
Schwer on Dec. 25, 1928, and assigned 
to Sandusky Tool Corp. 2 

Instead of developing a block plane 
with an adjustment based on its SemiSteel 
bench plane, Sandusky decided to copy 
the Buckeye No.9 block plane. The com
pany either had the planes made for it by 
The Buckeye Saw Vice Co. 3 or obtained 
the right from Buckeye ( or from J. W. 
Gaede) to manufacture the planes itself. 

The Buckeye adjustment mechanism 
was originally patented by John Muehl, 
Nov. 22, 1904, No. 775,378, who sold it 
almost immediately to John. W Gaede. 
Gaede worked for Buckeye, or was asso
ciated with the company for several years 
before 1910, at which time he was listed 
in the Cleveland Directory as a superin-

Fig. 2 Buckeye No. 9 block plane. 

tendent for the Buckeye Saw Vice Co 4. On 
April 3, 191 7, Gaede was granted patent 
No. 1,221,436 for an improvement on the 
Buckeye adjustment mechanism. 

The Buckeye block plane, shown in 
Fig.2, has "Buckeye 9" cast in an oval on 
the rear of the plane bed, a nickelplated 
cast iron lever cap, and the wood front 
knob is screwed on a stud cast in the bed. 
It is almost identical in appearance to the 
illustration in the Sandusky catalog. 5 

A second example of a block plane 
with the Buckeye patented adjustment 
(Fig.3) that I examined does not have a 
maker's mark on either the body or the 
cutter. I was told it was identical to an 
example with a cutter stamped "Sandusky 
Tool Co. Ohio. "6 

Fig. 3 Sandusky 2-S block plane. 

The front knob on the plane in figure 
3 is attached with a screw through the 
top of the knob. It has a cast aluminum 
lever cap of slightly different design than 
the lever cap on the Buckeye No.9 block 
plane in figure 2, and on the S-2 block 
plane illustrated in the Sandusky Cata
log. Early in 1922, Sandusky was using 
cast aluminum for its line of Aluminum 
Top Planes introduced in Catalog No. 24 7. 
Sandusky's enthusiasm for the wonder
ful new material may have lead the firm 
to use it for the lever caps on its S-2 block 
planes. 

The block plane in figure 3 is 1/8 inch 
wider and 1/4 inch longer than the Buck
eye No.9 block plane in figure 2. When 
Sandusky began making the block plane 
bodies in Semi-Steel, instead of ordinary 
gray iron, it may have decided to make 
them slightly larger. The larger body in
creased the weight of the plane slightly, 
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Fig. 4 Buckeye smooth plane adjustment. 

and the lighter aluminum lever cap would 
have lowered be center of gravity, giving 
the plane a Little better balance and feel. 

Both block planes have a Buckeye 
patented adjustment, which is identical 
to the one (Fig. 4) used on the Buckeye 
smooth plane (Fig.5). This adjustment is 
quite different from the one used on the 
Sandusky Semi-Steel bench planes.8 

Sandusky sold out to American Fork 
and Hoe Co. (now True Temper, Inc.) and 
after March 1, 1926, operated as The 
Sandusky Tool Corp., a wholly owned sub
sidiary of American Fork and Hoe Co. 
Wilbert G. Schwer continued in the new 
firm as secretary and plant manager. 
Since Schwer was the only one in man
agement familiar with the plane business 
it is possible that branch of the business 
declined significantly when he left the firm 
in 1929. If so, the Semi-Steel planes were 
only offered for a few years: from Septem
ber of 1925 until shortly after Schwer left 
in 1929. Sandusky Tool Corp. ceased op
erations in 19319

• The Buckeye Manufac
turing & Foundry Co. probably ceased op
eration in 1929. 

Fig. 5 Buckeye smooth plane. 
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Fig. 6 Sandusky semi-steel patent. 

A Little Mystery 

An interesting observation adds to 
the mystery. A Buckeye smooth plane that 
I examined has a very unusual manufac
turing detail: The threaded rod, which 
attaches the front knob and the front 
handle screw, screws into a brass bush
ing threaded into a larger hole in the cast 
iron bed. This same detail has been seen 
on several examples of Sandusky 
Semi-Steel bench planes. The bushings 
are not shown on either of the Buckeye 
patents, but are shown on the patent for 
the Sandusky Semi-Steel plane (Fig. 6). 
Apparently, Sandusky copied the idea 
from Buckeye, which reinforces the no
tion that they may have had a close busi
ness relationship. 

John Walkowiak recently acquired an 
adjustable block plane with an iron 
stamped "Sandusky Tool Co. Ohio." There 
are no identifying marks on the plane 
body, but the plane is identical to a Union 
No.227 block plane 10 (Fig. 7). 

It would be interesting to find out if 
Sandusky sold Union No. 22 7 block planes 
with Sandusky irons, and if so, when they 
were offered. If anyone has seen a 
Sandusky ad offering an adjustable block 
plane, either the Semi-Steel S-2 or one like 
the Union No. 227, we would like to ob
tain a copy of it. 

Still Searching for a Sandushy 2-S 

We have not seen a Sandusky 2-S 
block plane identified as being made by 
Sandusky nor one with a cast iron 
nickel-plated lever cap as shown in fig
ure 1. We are eager to hear from readers 
who have examples of either a Sandusky 
No.2-S block plane or a Buckeye No.9 
block plane. We are particularly interested 
in hearing about any block plane that is 
marked or in any way identified as a 
Sandusky 2-S SemiSteel block plane. 

Fig. 7 Union No. 227 block plane with a Sandusky iron. Photo by John Walkowiak. 

1 The body of the 'Sandusky' plane is made of a 
special alloy of Semi-Steel, consisting of 85 
percent gray iron, 10 percednt steel and 5 
percent Mayari iron. This produced a very 
tough, close grained metal, similar to that 
used in the cylinder blocks of high-grade au
tomobile engines." Kenneth Roberts, 
WPINCA, v.1, p.237. 

2 Ibid, p.236. 

3. Listed in the Cleveland Directory as: The Buck
eye Manufacturing & Foundry Co. 1918 
through 1924, Roger K. Smith: P-TAMPIA v.1, 
p.216-217. 

4. Ibid. 

Steel plane is conceptually similar to the 
Buckeye adjustment but utilizes a totally dif
ferent mechanism resulting in a much more 
robust and reliable design. 

9. Kenneth Roberts, WPINCA, v.1, p.245. 

10. I have seen two versions of the Union No. 227 
block plane:· one has "Union" and "No. 227" 
cast on the body, the other has no makers 
mark on the body. The cutters in both planes 
were stamped "Union Mfg. Co." John 
Walkowiak reports seeing other Union bench 
planes with irons stamped "Sandusky." 

5. The illustration of the 
S-2 block plane used 
in the Sandusky Tool 
Co. Catalog No.25 is 
not the same quality 
as the ones used for 
the Semi-Steel 
bench planes. Per
haps it is a reproduc
tion of an illustration 
previously used to 
advertise a Buckeye 
No.9 block plane. 

CRAFTS 
ANTIQUE TOOL 

AUCTION 

6.1 was told by the dealer 
who sold the plane in 
figure 3 that he sold 
an identical plane 
with a cutter 
stamped 
"Sandusky" to an
other collector. 

7. Kenneth Roberts, 
WPINCA, v.1, p.235. 

8. The cutter adjustment 
on Schwer's Semi-

SAT. APRIi 12, 9:30am 

OVER 600 LOTS of ANTIQUE 
USER & CRAFTSMAN TOOLS 

ELKS CLUB ROUTE 31 
FLEMINGTON,N.J. 

Visit craftsofnj .org 
For descriptions and photos of 

selected high-end tools. 

Info: Greg Welsh 1-908-439-3266 
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MECHANICAL IMPLEMENT; SIMPLE DEVICE; HISTORY 

JOOLS 

Disston Saw Handles: How They Were Made and Attached 
By Philip Baker 

aKecently in the saw world, specula-
111 tion and theories have abounded as 
!l to how screw holes were put in saw 
blades and how handles were made and 
finished. 

John Wallwork, in his Feb. 9, 1869 
patent paper on an improvement in attach
ing handles to saws, writes the following. 

"The positions of the holes which are 
made in a saw handle for the passage of 
the fastening screws are determined, not 
by actual measurement, but by the aid of 
the eye alone, so that, although by long 
practice the operator is enabeled to make 
these holes in very nearly the same posi
tion in each handle, the variation is 
sufficent to demand that holes should be 
punched in each plate ( saw) to correspond 
in position with those of that particular 
handle which is to be fastened to it. It 
consequently happens that a handle can 
be fitted to no other saw blade than the 
one for which it is especially intended." 

Now I know why I have never been 
able to replace a broken handle with an
other of the same type that was attached 
to another saw of like type and vintage. 
Has anyone out there had better luck? 

Henry Disston & Sons first published 
the Disston Lumberman Handbook in 
1907. It contained a treatise on the con
struction of saws and how to keep them 
in order together with other information. 
It was entered according to an Act of Con
gress in 1907 by Henry Disston & Sons 
Inc. in the office of the Librarian of Con
gress at Washington, D.C. This is a hard
cover book of 209 pages. I have been told 
that the book was reprinted some time 
ago. 

In the book's description of how hand 
saws are made, one of the last operations 
is called "handling-up." On page 147 is 
the place to check. "Each handle for the 
Disston hand saws is separately slit, 
bored and fitted to its blade to ensure the 
correct 'hang' or pitch to the saw when 
entering the work. The completed handle 
is placed on the blade, holes marked with 
a punch, the handle is then removed, holes 
punched in the blade, the handle replaced 

and bolted on." 

On page 171, a chapter begins on the 
making of Disston saw handles. From raw 
lumber, the three-year air drying process, 
to the final drying in the drying room be
fore the wood is ready for processing is 
shown in photographs. Photos show the 
handles being sawn out, followed by the 
"belting" or sand papering process, and 
the varnishing and polishing proceedure. 
One photo shows two production lines of 
handles being finished. My guess is there 
has to be more than a thousand handles 
being worked on by eight or more employ
ees, male and female. Stacks of finished 
handles beyond number are evident. 

The making of saw handles follows 
this process. Complete and final drying 
takes place in the drying room. Next to 
the planing machines, where the stock is 
planed to an even thickness. The stock is 
then sawed into small pieces, generally 
of such size that two handles may be made 
from each of them. Markers then trace 
the shape of the handles with lead pen
cils around sheet metal patterns. They are 
then cut out by band saws after which a 
hole is bored in the hand cut-out area 
through which the jig saw enters and cuts 
out the center piece. They then go to the 
nosing machine where the nose is shaped. 

"Jimping" is the next operation. The 
roughly cut handles are brought in con-

tact with swiftly revolving cutters, and the 
edges are rounded. The handles are 
passed on to the filers who work them 
into finished shape. This is followed by 
"sand-papering" on belt machines. 

The next step is varnishing after 
which comes "slitting," which is the pro
cess of sawing the slot in the handle in 
which the blade rests. In connection with 
this operation, the handles are bored and 
countersunk for the bolts or screws. If the 
handle is to be carved, that work is now 
done. "Polishing" follows. 

The woods used chiefly for making 
handles are beech, apple, cherry, walnut 
and other hardwoods. Beech is the wood 
generally used, but apple is the favorite. 

Disston's description of how the saw 
blades have the saw screw holes put in 
them is in accord with that given in 
Wallwork's patent. During the 1907 pe
riod, although it is not specifically stated, 
it would appear Disston was still using 
the "eye-ball" method in placing saw 
screw holes in the handle. 

If anyone can expand on this infor
mation, please do. Sharing information is 
productive. Remember, if it wasn't for 
those who stick their neck out in the first 
place nothing would be happening in the 
second place. Those who start a study 
deserve the major credit. 

"American Plow Planes," like the ones shown in this display from a recent meet, will be the 
theme of the spring, 2003 meet in Green Bay, WI. 
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Brown Auction 
Services 

22ND TOOL SHOW & 
INTERNATIONAL ANTIQUE 

TOOL AUCTION 

RADISSON INN 
CAMP HILL, PA 

APRIL 4 and 5, 2002 

THE DEALER SALE on Friday offers 90-plus tables of the 
finest antique and collectible tools available in one place at one 
time. Outstanding dealers from the United States, Canada, and 
Europe have been invited to assist you with your most sophisti
cated needs. Be prepared to take advantage of their vast store of 
knowledge and large inventories. 

THE AUCTION on Saturday features carefully selected tools 
from the collections of Joe Hannagan, William Rigler, Mickey 
Holmes, Carl and George Little, Leo Chainey, Richard Grossman, 
Ken Roberts, and many others. Highlights include one of only 
two known I. Sym carriagemaker's adjustable plows. Only 
known complete Loughborough plow plane. Rufus Porter Pen
dulum Level. Bailey Split Frame in 100% original condition. 
Great selection of inclinometers and levels by Davis, Deck, 
Downey, Ewing, Horsfall, Universal, McDowell, Bradford, and 
others. Only known J.W. Harmon. Artificer's Leveling Instru
ment. Two great Centerwheel plow planes. A nearly complete 
set of Stanley planes including the hard ones plus the first No. 
11 rabbet plane to be offered for sale in North America. Large 
selection of Pennsylvania goosewing axes. A matched set of Bed 
Rock planes. A large selection of 1sth-century wooden planes, 

ORDER ALL THREE 2003 CATALOGS. The 
22nd and 23rd International Auctions and the EAIA 
Auction. Just $66 US & CANADA, $82 U.S. for 
Overseas Airmail. Prices Realized promptly after 
auction. 

To reserve Your Copy call, write, email or fax us today at: 

Brown Auctions 
27 Fickett Road 

including many early and rare marks plus plow planes by both 
Nicholson and Chelor. Rare beam drills including square hole 
and early Riley Smith's patent. Patented planes by Morris, Bailey, 
Philips, Steer, Traut, Miller, and many others. Log calipers with 
wheels. Plus the finest selection of patented handsaws ever of
fered at auction. H&S Gentelmen's bench, Rose engine, logging 
tools, rules in boxwood and ivory, including a Stephens 036 in 
ivory, tool chests, treadle machines, and much, much more. 

After Brown 21, they said it could not be done again, but this 
one is close. The quality is tops; the condition is outstanding. 
Don't miss out, mark Brown 22 as a must-do event. 

LARGE ILLUSTRATED CATALOG #22 mails early 
March. All tools fully described and graded with estimates. 
Prices Realized mailed promptly after auction. Many items 
illustrated in full color. Absentee bidding available. 

Catalog $28.00 for US and Canadian addresses. 
$34.00US for Overseas Airmail. 

email ceb@finetoolj.com 

Pownal, ME 04069 1 (800) 248-8114 Fax (207) 688-4831 

Order a catalog or view items on line at www.FineToolJ.com/Browns 

Radisson Inn (717) 763-7117 Be sure to ask for the special room rate. 
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Auxiliary Members Find Much to Do in Winston-Salem 
By Kathy Hobbs 

In first planning last October's M-WTCA 
national fall meeting in Wmston-Salem, 
NC, My husband, Ed, and I were ex

cited and overwhelmed at the same time. 

We were excited to have a national 
meeting in North Carolina. The last one 
held here was 14 years ago in Asheville, 
NC. We knew that North Carolina has a 

Host Kathy Hobbs welcomes women to the 
Show and Tell program. Mike Slasinski photo. 

AUXUUARY OffUCERS 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

Ann Boltz 
Arlene Fritchen 
Helen Devitt 
Barb Slasinski 

All material for The Women's Auxiliary 
Pages should be sent to THE GRIST
MILL editor: 

Mary Lou Stover 
S76 W19954 Prospect Drive 
Muskego, WI 53150 

lot to off er so we tried to share that. Send
ing out information ahead of time about 
different sites to see and visit in the state, 
we encouraged everyone to come, spend 
a few extra days, taste and see for them
selves what North Carolina is all about. 
We heard lots of great comments from 
many of you who did just that. 

We also were a little overwhelmed 
and quickly realized that this was a job 
for more than two people, so we invited 
all of Area Q to be host with us. What 
better way to represent North Carolina as 
a whole (the Coast, the Piedmont, the 
Mountains) than to have people native to 
each area representing the state. The re
sponse received from. Area Q members 
was genuinely exciting. Members signed 
up to help with every facet, such as stuff
ing envelopes, planning programs, giving 
demonstrations, helping with registration, 
organizing and running security, partici
pating in displays, planning luncheons 
and orchestrating the hospitality room. 
The list goes on. 

For the Auxiliary, Thursday morning 
began with a shuttle bus ride to Old Sa
lem, a restored 18th-19th century 
Moravian village. People were on their 
own to tour the village as they wished. 
Fall made the village even more pictur
esque with the leaves in color. Interpret
ers in the buildings served as guides to 
the past. Wmkler Bakery was busy bak
ing Moravian sweet bread and cookies for 
everyone to sample and buy. Dining at the 
Old Salem Tavern was a favorite activity 
among most in the tool group. The 
old-time atmosphere made the food taste 
even more delicious. MESDA, the Mu
seum of Early Southern Decorative Arts, 
took visitors on a unique tour of period 
furnished rooms of earlier times. Many 
people took advantage of their three-day 
passes and returned on another day to 
complete their tour of the quaint village. 

After dinner on Thursday night, the 
Auxiliary met for the first -time attend
ees introduction and Show and Tell. This 
is normally a time where the host asks 
the first-time attendees to introduce them
selves, and the Auxiliary welcomes them 
with a small gift. In a slightly different 
approach, everyone was asked to intro
duce herself, giving her name, where she 
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lived and how many times she had at
tended a national meeting. This turned out 
to be a good way for everyone to begin to 
know each other. It was quite interesting 
to hear all the different responses, about 
99 in all. Show and Tell delivered so much 
fun and laughter that the men next door 
were beginning to wonder what the ladies 
were up to. 

Thursday night, as did every night, 
ended with a heaping helping of South
ern Hospitality including food, drink and 
good company hosted by Area Q members 
Bob and Patsy Fields in the hospitality 
room. People were lined up in the room, 
out of the room, and up and down the hail. 

We woke up Friday morning to rain., 
down-pouring heavy rain. The kind of 
dark, rainy day where you just want to 
pull the covers up and go back to sleep. 
All Ed and I could think of was, "We sure 
are glad we have that covered indoor tun
nel over to the Benton Convention Center 
and a covered unloading dock for every
one." Dedicated tool-loving people began 
setting up their displays and tools and 
demonstration areas in the trade room. 
Undeterred by the rain, 54 women gath
ered for Pat Mau's popular book review 
session. "Miss Julia Speaks Her Mind," 
by Ann Ross is a funny, entertaining book, 
which led to a spirited discussion. 

The trade room drew many Auxiliary 
members to view the tools and displays. 
The theme for the Auxiliary displays was 
"My Grandmother's Crafts," and theywere 
all excellent as usual. So many women 
really put a lot of thought and time in cre
ating those attractive and educational dis
plays. It was a lot of fun to reminisce 
about our own grandmothers as we 
walked around and viewed the memories 
that Auxiliary members had brought to 
share. 

About 55 women and men went on a 
bus trip to Replacements Ltd. in Greens
boro. Replacements began from one man's 
obsession with yard sales and buying 
china, to buying china for his friends, to 
outgrowing the basement, and eventually 
into what it is today, a multi-million-dollar 
industry. 

After a guided tour through the ware
house and a catered lunch, shopping be-
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program on historic 
decorative needle
work done by the 
Moravians. She 
brought a beautiful 
display of needlework 
examples for all to 
examine. 

A huge thanks 
goes to Area Q mem
bers and others who 
helped make the fall 
national meeting 
such a success and to 
everyone who came 

Auxiliary display winners at Winston-Salem were: front row, 1-r, Helen and participated. 
~evitt, Vicki Wo?d, Jean Price; Back row, 1-r, Rita ~amzow, Babe Laughter a good dose 

Kmnemeyer, Gloria Renehan, Annette Torres and Lmda Wade. Not ' . 
pictured: Kathleen Holmes, Joey Gilmore and Linda Stanton. of ca_marader~e and 

shanng of ideas, 
gan for that rare find. Packages seen on thoughts and information is what makes 
the bus showed that many had a success- M-WTCA a fun place to be. 
ful trip. 

For those who stayed in Winston
Salem, demonstrations by Area Q mem
bers were ongoing in the trade room 
throughout the day. Spinning, spill mak
ing, sewing, wooden spoon making, carv
ing and biblical musical instrument mak
ing were some of the highlights. This was 
of great interest to everyone as it added a 
"Village of Yesteryear" atmosphere to the 
trade room. The Auxiliary was also invited 
to join the M-WTCA program in the after
noon that was presented by Area Q mem
bers who work at Old Salem. It was an 
interesting program about restoring his
torical buildings; in this case it was the 
Timothy Vogler Gunsmithing Shop 

For the Auxiliary, Friday night proved 
to be a lot of fun as about 95 women gath
ered for a Make and Take session Joan 
Bernstein introduced them to the art of 
rubber-stamping and taught them how to 
have fun making greeting cards. All went 
home with five greeting cards and lots of 
new ideas. Joan, an Area Q member from 
Asheville, willingly donated her time and 
talents. She even took a few "serious" 
rubber-stampers to a special "to die for" 
shop located about an hour away. 

Saturday was a little more leisurely 
day with time for a little extra sleep and 
time to check out the displays and trade 
room demonstrations. About 100 women 
gathered for the Auxiliary luncheon that 
was planned by Jean Royal. Jean, an Area 
Q member who just happens to be mar
ried to Willie, the president of M-WTCA, 
did a great job coordinating everything 
from food to tables and party gifts. Joanna 
Roberts from Old Salem presented a slide 

Display Winners at 
Winston-Salem 

E1 leven women displayed items showing 
~ the talents of their grandmothers at the 
national meeting in October. 

Vicki Wood won Best of Show with 
her display, "Aunt Bet was a Hand Spin
ner." It was a very special display includ
ing the history of spinning, life of Aunt 
Bet, a marvelous old spinning wheel and 
many other tools of her trade. 

Other award winners were: 

Most Versatile, Babe Kinnemeyer, 
"My Grandmother's Crafts." 

Most Elegant, Linda Stanton, "Gifts 
and Treasures Handed Down." 

Most Acceptable, Jeanne Price, 
"Stitches Through Time." 

Most Historical, Vicki Wood, "Aunt 
Bet Was A Hand Spinner." 

Most Sentimental, Gloria Renehan, 
"Grandma's Trunk." 

Most Fun, Kathleen Holmes, "The 
Necessary." 

Judges' Choice, Annette Torres, 
"Grandmother's Hobbies;" Rita Zamzow, 
"Coloring Craft by Grandma Anna;" Helen 
Devitt, "My Grandmother's Crafts;" Joey 
Gilmore, "Chicken Scratch;" Linda Wade, 
"Grandma Dilly." 
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The Winston-Salem 
Show and Tell 

By Arlene Fritchen 

~ athy Hobbs graciously welcomed the 
ll'Auxiliary members to Wmston-Salem 
and explained everything that would take 
place throughout the convention. She had 
each woman stand up, identify herself and 
tell how many national meetings she had 
attended. It was interesting to learn how 
long some of the ladies have been attend
ing. 

It was encouraging to see that 13 
first-timers attended. Kathy recognized 
them and each was given a dogwood pin 
representing the North Carolina state 
flower. 

Many of the women showed items 
which they had collected, personal items 
that had family value, or shared informa
tion they felt the other ladies would en
joy. 

Surprise - Judy Gambrel was sur
prised by a group wearing red, white and 
blue glasses. All the glasses were pre
sented to her for her collection. She said 
her husband has given her an 8-by-10 stor
age room just to display her red, white 
and blue items. 

A delicate ca. 1920 handpainted 
mesh purse was shown by Ann Boltz. She 
felt it was possibly used to carry a hand
kerchief or coins. 

Someone had given Sandy Allman 
socks to make a sock monkey. She was 
asking if anyone had a pattern or could 
teach her how to make it. Judy Gambrel 
said she has 50 monkey dolls. Maybe she 
can help Sandy. 

Realizing her son didn't know what 
a mangle was, Helen Watkins sought a 
book showing old items that are no longer 
used in modern times. She was pleased 
to find one with pictures and descriptions. 
Maureen Henze displayed a neat set of 
jewelry she had received from her mother 
for her 16th birthday. Phyllis Moffet 
showed button polisher protectors. They 
were made of brass or tin and used by 
servicemen when polishing uniform but
tons. 

Carolyn List reminded the ladies that 
there is a ferry from Ludington, MI, across 
Lake Michigan to Manitowoc, WI, which 

Continued on page 34 
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"My Grandmother's Crafts," by Babe Kinnemeyer was named "Most Versatile" award at 
Winston-Salem. 

The Winston-Salem 
Show and Tell 
Continued from page 33 

might be an easier route when coming to 
the spring meeting in Green Bay, WI. 

Neville Peterson belongs to a quilter's 
guild and modeled a lovely patriotic red, 
white and blue quilted jacket that she had 
crafted. Peggy McBride showed a picture 
of an unusual valentine present from her 
husband. It was of her cemetery marker 
that she had purchased with a hand crank 
sewing machine engraved on it. 

After 9/11, Shirley Linstromberg 
sewed a red, white and blue jacket that 
she modeled. It was a different pattern 
with loose pockets, etc. Jean Marie White, 
one of our first-timers, noted that she had 
been in the military. 

Pat Mau suggested that a stop at 
Taste of Home in Greendale, WI, would 
be interesting if coming that way to the 
spring meeting in Green Bay. Taste of 
Home magazine has its shops and head
quarters in Greendale, which is one of 
three Greenbelt communities built by the 
government for low-income families after 
the Depression. 

My Grandmother's Crafts 

By Babe Kinnemeyer 

The items in my display came from my 
ti husband John's family. Grandma Dinger 

was born in Germany in 1874 and came 
to America at the age of 16. She loved 
working with her hands. She could knit 
as she read the paper, in the movies or 
riding in the horse and buggy. 

The unusual quilt was given to my 
nephew 53 years ago and wasn't new at 
that time. There was a sweater, baby 
sweater and cap and a beautiful crocheted 
purse. Being a classy lady, Grandma 
Dinger made purses 
to match her outfits. 
There were two tiny 
dolls that she pa
tiently sewed a lay
ette for using very 
delicate stitches. The 
display also included 
several of the pat
terns she used as she 
crocheted. 

but we never kept one - "smart too late". 

Grandma Kinnemeyer Heinlein sewed 
the beautiful large quilt. She had a love 
for quilting. Love went into each stitch 
she took. She was widowed at an early 
age and had little time for crafts until af
ter she remarried. Everyone who knew her 
loved her, and she was a wonderful mom 
tome. 

We are grateful we have some of 
Grandma's crafts to remember each of 
them by. The display won the auxiliary's 
Most Versatile award at Winston-Salem. 

Grandma Dilly 

By Linda Wade 

S ince I never knew either of my grand 
~mothers, I felt I could not do a display 
for this theme. But then, remembering 
how important my adopted grandmas 
were in my life, and that one of them 
shared her craft with me, I decided to tell 
my story of "Grandma Dilly." 

I was 10 and Ardilla Chester was in 
her early seventies when I first knew her. 
She lived across the street. She was an 
artist, painting mostly in oils. I loved to 
watch her at work. She helped me paint a 
picture - patiently teaching and encour
aging me. 

While I was painting my winter 
scene, Dilly taught me many things: the 
importance of the source of light, shad
ows, horizon, different types of 
brushstrokes, shading of colors, perspec-

Grandma traced 
patterns for the jew
elry case, picture and 
many other items. 
She and grandpa 
made cathedrals 
three to four feet tall, 

"Grandma Dilly," by Linda Wade, won a Judges Choice award at 
Winston-Salem. 
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Winston-Salem. 

Family records 
show the family grew 
cotton and raised 
sheep for wool, which 
would have been the 
fibers of choice for 
Aunt Bet's spinning 
wheel. 

Vicki Wood's display, "Aunt Bet Was a Handspinner," won Best of 
Show and Most Historical awards in Winston-Salem. 

Her wheel re
mained with family 
members until re
cently, when it was 
donated to a local his
toric al museum in 
Graham, NC. 

Arlene Fritchen photo. 

tive, reflections, and with all her wisdom 
and patience she taught me to clean up 
and take care of materials. 

Grandma Dilly was able to attend my 
wedding and wanted to do a painting as a 
gift. I chose a winter scene as it would 
remind me of the many pleasant and spe
cial times we had spent together. The 
painting in my display, "When Winter 
Comes," is the one she did in 1952, at age 
82, for our gift. It has hung in our apart
ments and homes, in my mother's nurs
ing home room and now by the fireplace 
in my son and daughter-in-law's lake cot
tage. 

I could not include my only attempt 
at oil painting in my display; I really don't 
know what happened to it. A photo of Dilly 
would have completed my display, but 
sadly, I do not have one. The display won 
a Judges Choice award at the fall meet
ing. I still love to watch artists at work. I 
am able to see and understand and ap
preciate so much in art due largely to Mrs. 
Chester's influence. 

Ardilla Chester had a God-given tal
ent and she happily shared it with a young 
neighbor girl. Thank you, Grandma Dilly. 

Aunt Bet Was a 
Handspinner 

By Vicki Wood 

II.\ unt Bet Quakenbush was a 
ll\\ handspinner and my husband's great
grandmother. She and her husband, Elias, 
lived out their years in Alamance County, 
North Carolina, about 60 miles east of 

Even though she 
was called Aunt Bet 
by the family, Bet 

Quakenbush was my husband's 
great-grandmother by choice, not by 
chance. In 1894, typhoid ("the fever") 
swept through Alamance County and five 
Holt brothers and sisters lost their par
ents, each parent dying within four weeks 
of each other. Bettie Holt, my husband's 
grandmother, was one of those children. 
After the death of her parents, Bettie Holt 
was "taken in" by Elias and Bet 
Quakenbush and lived at what is now 
known as the Starr House. Bettie Holt 
later married Lacy Starr and continued 
to live there until her death in 1975. The 
spinning wheel was stored in the upstairs 
right front room all of those years. 

A granddaughter recently told us that 
Bettie would often spend afternoons with 
her in the attic room exploring and talk
ing about the items they found there. Of 
the wheel, her grandmother told her, "I 
hated that spinning wheel. Aunt Bet was 
determined that I learn to spin on it, but I 
hated every minute at that wheel. I didn't 
like girl stuff. I wanted to be outdoors 
doing what the boys were doing." 

So three generations have been spin
ners; Aunt Bet, who first owned the wheel; 
Bettie Holt, a daughter by choice; and me, 
one who "married in." 

I think we have all stood entranced 
as the spinning wheel makes its endless 
journey round and round and we tum to 
nostalgia and romance about the times 
gone by. 

I enjoyed showing the evolution of 
spinning and the tools that were used for 
spinning. My display also included the 
tools used for weaving, tatting, crochet
ing, knitting and lucet cording. The dis
play won Best of Show and Most Histori
cal awards at Winston-Salem. 
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The Necessary 

By Kathleen Holmes 

"'-11 y interest in outhouses was piqued by 
~-Jtl a couple of incidents. One was the pur
chase in Wales of a small book on the priv
ies in Wales; the second was the remod
eling of an old outhouse into a "potting 
shed" on a friend's century farm. 

According to Roger Welsch, author 
of "Ode to the Outhouse," "I consider my 
outhouse a place of opportunity as well 
as comfort" as he takes in the view from 
his remodeled privy with a large picture 
window. Others might take a more prac
tical view of this relic. It was a needed, 
disdained, ridiculed place of retreat, both 
for necessity and for contemplation. 

Research into the names given to 
outhouses was quite interesting. The 
moniker "Eleanor" came about as 
Roosevelt's political enemies ridiculed his 
WPA project to improve rural America's 
sanitation needs by building subsidized 
outhouses. "Privy" evolved from the 
words "private place." Another adaptation 
was "loo," a colloquialism believed to 
originate from a French term, "Gardez 
l'eau," which meant "look out for the wa
ter." Chamber pots were tossed out of sec
ond story windows into the open street 
sewers with the warning gardez l' eau! 

While the subject is somewhat sen
sitive, many folks have enjoyed "the nec
essary" information. The display at Wm
ston-Salem won the Most Fun award. 

Kathleen Holmes' "The Necessary" was named 
Most Fun at Winston-Salem. 

Mike Slasinski photo. 
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"Fun Dining" With an 
Eclectic Mix of Old & New 

By Pat Feeser 

The flower arrangement was in a printed 
ti and handpainted Mason's Ironstone 

bowl, a gift from a friend in England. The 
brass candlesticks were old cast, date un
known, purchased in England in 1983. 
These table decorations set the table for 
my display at the spring meeting. 

ver plate, Eternally Yours, prob
ably purchased in the late 
1940s. The linens were new, 
chosen to complement my 
grandmother's china. The nap
kin ring was handcrafted pew
ter from Holland, 1983. 

The wine coasters were silverplate 
over copper, date unknown, also pur
chased in England in 1983. 

The salt and pepper shak
ers were my grandmother's and 
are pre-World War II Noritake 
Nippon. The bread knife and 
mustard pot spoon were old sil
ver plate, purchased in En
gland, dates unknown. The 
mustard pot was Sheffield sil
ver, plated with copper with a 

"Fun Dining," by Pat Feeser was named a Judges 
Choice winner at the Decatur meet. 

The lovely tray holding the truffles 
was International Silver Co., Countess 
pattern, numbered 6294, date unknown. 
The tray was purchased at a church rum
mage sale for $1. 

The place setting was for a 
multi-course meal, using a mix of my 
grandmother's 1911 wedding gift 
Pope-Gosser handpainted china and my 
own 1976 German Hutschenreuther, 
White Racine china. The crystal D' Arqucs 
French lead crystal was purchased in 
France in 1983. The flatware was my 
grandmother's 1847 Rogers Brothers sil-

cobalt blue insert, purchased in 
England, date unknown. The fancy liqueur 
glass was my grandmother's and always 
used for toothpicks. 

The tray under the sherry was ham
mered copper with pewter insert. It was 
handcrafted by an artist in Cornwall, En
gland and was purchased at a craft show 
in Portsmouth, England in 1983. The 
sherry glasses were purchased at a flea 
market in England. I have no information 
about them. 

The port and sherry decanters were 
purchased in England in 1983 at an an
tique store. I have no information about 
them. 

The tray under the port was polished 
pewter by Cartier. 

The coffee tray is set with a Royal 
Copenhagen coffee pot purchased new in 
Denmark in 1970. The silver sugar bowl 
with sugar shell is used with a favorite 
crystal creamer. All were purchased in En
gland in 1983. The demitasse cup and 
saucer are Aynsley, Just Orchids, pur
chased in England. The demitasse spoon 
is Oneida, Chatelaine, stainless steel. The 
tray is silver plate circa 1890, replated in 
1990, also purchased in England. 

The display won a judges choice 
award a Decatur. 

Just in time for the Holiday Season! 
New Book 

Stanley Special and Custom Rules 
By Scott Lynk Photos by Ted Ingraham 

Hard Cover, 350 pages, 16 colored pages, approximately 450 black and 
white photos, Patent Info 

Send orders to: 
Scott Lynk 
34 Mt. View Lane 

Vergennes, VT 05491 
(802) 877-3775 
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Cost - $65.00 
Shipping 5.00 

Total $70.00 
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BRAINTEASERS, RIDDLES & OTHER FUN 

By Hunter Pilkinton 

The latest "Puzzled" brought replies 
from Ashley Kennedy, Evanston, IL, and 
B. G. Thomas, Cheltenham, Ontario, 
Canada in spite of the busy holidays. 

A late reply to the September, 2002, 
issue also arrived from Ed and Kathy 
Zeppen, Wiscconsin Rapids, WI. I guess 
no one needed the "toe curling pleasure" 
and "replacing stress with shivers" as of
fered by the semi-whatsit in the Septem
ber, 2002, issue because I got no requests 
for source information. Glad everyone is 
having fun the old-fashioned way. Now for 
answers to the puzzles in the December 
2002 issue. 

Puzzle 1 -Remove two buttons, tied 
with string to a shipping tag or an equiva
lent as shown in the sketch. 

Answer - The buttons are on the end 
of a string threaded through a hole in the 
tag and through a slit portion of the tag. 
To release the buttons, fold the slit por
tion of the tag and insert it through the 
hole in the tag. The slit portion of the tag 
should extend below the tag to form a loop 
large enough to slip the buttons through 
the loop, thus freeing the string and but
tons from the tag. 

Puzzle 2 - See sketch. The figure is 
made up of 16 equal length lines. Remove 
4 of these and leave only 4 equal triangles 
with no left over sides. 
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Answer - Remove lines 2-3, 2-9, 7-6 
and 9-6. There maybe other solutions but 
this is the one given with the puzzle in 
the book. 

Puzzle 3 - See sketch. Draw the 

missing view (or isometric) of the solid 
block shown. Dotted lines are not visible 
when viewed from front or top but visible 
from some point, since block is solid. My 
phrasing above is slightly different from 
that as published. Hope this did not con
fuse you. 

Answer- See sketch. The object is a 
triangular prism with either a bump or a 
slot on the side away from the viewer. 
Either shape is acceptable as a correct 
answer. There are other answers but more 
devious. 

And now for the "new" puzzles. 

Puzzle 1 - Susan and Lisa decided 
to play tennis with each other, betting $1 
on each game they played. Susan won 
three bets and Lisa won $5. How many 
games did they play? Hint: the answer is 
not eight. 

Puzzle 2 - Determine what two let
ters, when pronounced, fit the description 
given below: Example: Not difficult EZ 
(Easy) 

1) A vine 5) A treat 
2) Extra 6) A composition 
3) A number 7) To rot 
4)Avoid 8) Surpass 

Puzzle 3 - Haven't used these for a 
while. When you see the answer, you usu
ally say, "Oh, sure, why didn't I see that?" 
See illustrations at top right of page. 

That's all for now. Have fun. 

This issue's puzzles from: "So You 
Think You're Smart "by Pat Battaglia and 
"Frame Games" by Terry Stickles. -

Address replies direct to: 

Hunter Pilkinton 
2431 Highway 13, 

South Waverly, TN 37185 
Phone (931) 296-3218 
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Where to Send What. .. 

Please note where to send what 
so it will reach the right person. 

Send changes in address, phone 
number or e-mail to: KLM Computer 
Services, c/o Kerry McCalla, 104 
Engle Ct., Franklin, TN 37069, 
phone (615) 791-6198, e-mail 
kmccalla@bellsouth.net. 

Request GRISTMILL copies 
from: Bill Baader,4183 Hominy 
Ridge Rd., Springfield, OH 
45502-9510, phone (937) 969-8530. 

Pay membership dues for 
current year: Send your check made 
out to M-WTCA to John Wells, 
Treasurer, P.O. Box 8016, Berkeley, 
CA 94707. Please write RENEW and 
your name and address on your 
check. Do not use a new member 
application to renew an existing 
membership. 

Submit materials to The 
GRISTMILL: Send to Mary Lou 
Stover, Gristmill Editor, S76 
W19954 Prospect Dr., Muskego, WI 
53150, phone (262) 679-1412. 

Obtain GRISTMILL advertising 
or information: Contact Paul 
Gorham, 811 Robin Glen, Indianapo
lis, IA 50125, phone (515) 962-5207, 
e-mail pgorham9@mchsi.com. 

Obtain scholarship applications: 
Contact Don Rosebrook, 3832 Henry 
Road, Prairieville, LA 70769 email 
hopeful@eatel.net. 

To list area meetings: Contact 
Gary Johnson (815) 636-1464, email 
tinstoolsl@aol.com. 
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Item ST Was sent in by John Venable 
of Kentucky on behalf of Ramon Brittain, 
who first spotted it in a Kentucky-ori
ented magazine that was try
ing also to identify it. 

John's picture showed it 
as a silhouette and left a lot 
of questions, but the article 
did give the May 30, 1882, 
patent date. That solved the 
mystery. 

The two adjustable joints 
are applied to the open floor
ing joists. The two handles are 
then pushed against the loose 
tongue and groove flooring 
being applied. A pivoted brace 
arm is brought out and ~ ,, 

TOOL MYSTERIES 

pull open journal bearing boxes on the 
wheels to inspect them, if this tool did 
have a hook on the end. A nail-puller 

would not seem useful here. 
You name it, I can't. 

Have any thoughts on 
these items or second thoughts 
on past ones? Do you have any 
other tool that you can't iden
tify? If so, contact me at: 

0.M. Ramsey 
8114-lA Bridgeway Cir., 

Fort Wayne, IN 46816. 
(260) 447-2099 

Top and right, 
two views of 

item SU 

3n?re.ss.e.:r. 

stabbed into the joist. The #~ 
board is then nailed into place. ~ 
A light tap on the latch re- L----------' 

leases the tool from the joist ST 
and it is then moved down to 
the next tight spot on the flooring. 

Item SU is a Winston-Salem leftover 
that Gary Coleman had to carry all the 
way back to Lexington, KY, 
unsure of its intended purpose. 
It obviously is a wooden 
scraper plane, but the open 
trough on the top and the "D" 
shaped chamber through the 
nose end raises questions for 
tool collectors to answer. 

Item 5V is one of the 
oddball tools from this author's 
personal collection of tools of 
unknown parentage or use. At 
first look, it appears to be a nail 
puller, but the slim, tapered 
handle shoots that to pieces as 
the tool would soon bend with 
very much pressure on the 22-
inch long thin handle. The 
handle also appears to have 
been bent into a hook at one 
time. Then, about 8-inches 
down it has a 1-inch flat tab 
with a v-shaped outer edge, 
thus making two points on the 
tab as if it were to straddle 
something and then with a 
twisting motion raise or lift it 
up. 

The only idea that comes 
to mind is a tool used on the 
railroads to reach down and 

Item SV 

RoyVTools 
Old Tools 
V's Antiques 

Located at 

Volo Antique Mall III, Volo, IL 

4000 + Old Tools of All Trades and Makers 
Planes, Rules, Levels, Squares, Shaves, Chisels, 

Gauges and Much More! 

Inquires Invited 
Telephone: 847-382-3831 

Fax: 847-382-3513 
E-mail: RoyVTools@AOLcom 

Visit or website: www.RoyVTools.com 
U.S. Mail: P.O. Box 3254, Barrington, IL 60010 
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WANTED 

Wanted: Tools of any sort made by the Sandusky Tool Co. 
I don 't have them all yet! Also, catalogs, advertising and 
related material. John Walkowiak, 3452 Humboldt Ave., 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 (612) 824-0785. 

Wanted: Plomb brand mechanics tools. Any pre-Proto 
tools or tool boxes. Bob Byron, 19 Chennal View Lane, 
Hoquiam, WA 98550. (360) 532-2764. E-mail: 
bobbyron@techline.com 

Wanted: Seeking material for book. All items marked 
"The Winchester Store" and all pre-1923 advertising, 
sports items and paper. Also ARMAX, BARNEY & 
BERRY, CRUSADER and HENDRYX items. Tim Melcher, 
(918) 786-8500. tmelcher@greencis.net and at 
www.thewinchesterstore.com 

Wanted: Blade for early O.R. Chaplin #6 plane. Blade 
would be 2 inches wide at cutting edge, 1/8 inch 
narrower for rest of its length and has no slot. Bert 
Packer, 4188 Janet, Dorr, Ml 49323 (616) 681-2153. 

Wanted: Coes Wrench Co. "steel handle" wrenches in 
15 inch, 18 inch and 21 inch sizes. Coes "knife 
handle" wrenches in 18 inch and 21 inch sizes. Also 
early wrenches by L & AG Coes, Coes wooden packing 
crates and advertising. Please, no junk. Jerry Page, 
329 South Montezuma, Prescott, AZ 86303 (928) 
778-9287. info@thefolklorecenter.com 

Wanted: Literature and equipment (Tire Slitter) to 
construct rubber door mats from recycled tires, a 
cottage industry that started in the 1920s. Wayne 
Dunn, 300 Pfarr Lane, Loveland, OH 45140 (513) 683-
3121. withersoever@juno.com 

FOR SALE 
For Sale: Hardware wholesalers' catalogs from around 
the country no longer in business. Also hardware trade 
magazines from the '30s. Send SASE for list. Bicking, 
101 Carol Gate, Wheaton, IL 60187. 

Custom MAKERS STAMPS 
Plane Irons+Blanks, 
Grinding and More! 

Send for brochw-es. 

MAZZAGLIA TOOLS 
PO Box 18 Groveland, MAO 1834 

Alway• buying Always Selling 

Pete Niederberger 
Used and Antique Tools and 

Parts for Same 
Mail Order Call Me and 

Come to the Shop 
415-924-M03 pniederber@aoLcom 

A-1 LEVEL REPAIR 
Most brands repaired and restored 

Bob and Diane Skogman 
18639 - 327th Ave. 

Isle , MN 56342-4784 
Phone: 1-320-684-2078 

E-mail : a1level@mlec2.net 
Website: www.a1levelrepair.com 

"WE'RE ON THE LEVEL!" 

BUY, SELL, BARGAIN 

MAlltlifrlACt 

AMERICAN MARKING GAGES 
Patented and Manufactured 

Book has - 445 pages, w/16 in color plus 
hundreds of B/W photos & ads 

New low $45.00 plus $5.00 S/H in USA 
Milton Bacheller, 185 South St. 

Plainville, MA. 02762 

Wanted for research: Tools marked by 
a Beatty, catalogs, advertisements, or 
other information on the Beattys. If you 
have any, I would like to hear from you. 
Especially looking for a copy of a Beatty 
Edge Tool Company catalog dated 
1899. Charles Beatty, 566 North Shore 
Drive, South Haven, Ml 49090. 
(269) 637-9265 cbeaty@btc-bci.com 

AREA "F" SPRING TOOL MEET 
SUNDAY, APRIL 6, 2003; 8:00 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M .. 

JOHNSON COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 
FRANKLIN, INDIANA 

COMPLIMENTARY: Coffee, juice and donuts 

LUNCH SERVED AT 11 :00 
Member----- 10.00 
Wife 5.00 
Guest with member - 5.00 
Tables ----- 5.00 

Howard Johnson Express 
165 & RT 44 
(317) 738-4448 

CONTACT: Norman E. Heckman 
(317) 422-8482 

Advertising Information 
ISSUE 
March 
June 
September 

COPY DEADLINE 
January 10 
April 10 

July 10 
December October 10 
CLASSIFIED ADS - RATES 
$.18 per word -ALL words. 
$3.50 minimum per ad. 

DISPLAY ADS - RATES 
WORD 

SIZE COST LIMIT 
Full page $180 900 
Half page $105 450 
Quarter page* $ 60 225 
Other sizes $9.50 per column inch 
(1 column is approx. 2-1/4" wide.) 25 word 
limit. 

*NOTE: For layout purposes, all quarter page ads must meet the following specifications: 
2 columns (4-7/8") wide x 3-3/4" tall. This is called a "double column size ad." 
Photos - additional $8 each (Polaroids not acceptable). Typesetting and borders are not included in 
the page rates. Special artwork will be charged at cost. We must have a sketch or rough drawing 
indicating how you want your ad laid out. Camera-ready ads are accepted at no additional charge. 
For your protection and complete satisfaction, ALL ads should be typewritten and double-spaced. If 
this is not possible, please PRINT legibly. 
Payment must accompany ad. Make checks payable to M-WTCA. At this time, advertising will be 
accepted only from M-WTCA members in good standing. For information and membership application, 
contact Paul Gorham at the address below or one of the officers whose address is shown on the inside 
front cover of this publication. 

Send all ads to: 
Paul Gorham, 811 Robin Glen, Indianola, IA 50125 (515) 962-5207 

email: pgorham9@mchsi.com or pgorham9@hotmail.com 

The GRISTMILL • March 2003 • 39 

M-W
TCA.O

RG



Spring Spectacular Antique Tool Auction 
March 28 6 29. 2003: Indianapolis. Indiana 

Sheraton Four Points Hotel, Indianapolis, Indiana- Reservations: (317) 614-2445 
pecial Note: We \\ ill , selling a \\ ide range o • selected items, inclu ing many from the 

collection of Dean Bystrom, Hager City. Wisconsin. Included from the Bystrom Collection 
will be a large number of EXOTIC WOOD PLOW PLANE many with IVORY tips; 
PATENTED plane·, to include olon Rust Patent Plow, Davis Patent Jointer, argent 
·•Ladybug'' o. 1507 1/2 complete, etc.; many DAVIS levels; and rare MILLERS FALLS 
items. ALo included in the sale will be the a large collection of FOLDING & FlXED 
BLADE K lVES from the Hawn Museum, edan, Minnesota, comprising more than TWO 
HUNDRED K IVES including a wide variety by Winchester, Keen Kutter, Schrade, Case 
and Ruana, many REMJ GTO knives including rare RH 40-10 Bowie and many other 
interesting types and makers. large quantity of UNUSUAL WRENCHES including the 
complete forty year collection of implement and automotive wrenches of Jame McDonald, 

. mithfield, R.J. and a large numb r of patented, quick-adjust and implement wrenches 
from the collections of Vito De Luna and John Musante of Long Island, New York. A num
ber of intere ting E GLL H tools including many crafted from EBONY and IVORY from 
the collection of Gal) ii erman, Omena. Michigan. This extraordinary auction will also 
include a superb array of COMPLEX MOLDING PLA E .. . Rare TANLEY items includ
ing (partial listing onl)) o.' 1, 2, 4 J/2 H (Mint!),10 1/4, 12 1/4, 12 3/4. 25, 51 /52, 90 J 
(U A), 196, 2 9 and many. many more. some in ORIGINAL BOXE . Many rare items 
from the extensive Cooperage Tool ollection of Walter Snopek of Horseheads, New York 
and many, many more rare and desirable items too numerous to list. Don't miss it! 

Listed ale of 901 Lot Friday, March 28th at 9:01 a.m. (Preview Thursday evening at 
6~00 p.m. and on Friday morning.) Our Friday auction will include a wide range of col
lectible and usable tools, including many generous BOX LOT . 

Important Dealer ale: Antique Tool Dealers, well known to the trade, will exhibit, for 
your pl~asure and con ideration, a wide range of select quality items during the GALA 
PREVIEW on Friday evening from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. Dealers interested in partici
pating are l!ncouraged to contact us at the number shown above. 

Tailgate Trading: Free tailgating in the Sheraton parking lot on both days. Join us! 

Two-Day New Hampshire Antique Tool Auction 
April 25 6 26. 2003. Nashua. New Hampshire 

Holiday Inn Everett Turnpike, Nashua, NH - Reservations: (603) 888-1551 
Special ote: We will be elling an incredible array of antique tools. including many from 
the collection of Paul Kebabian, . Burlington, Vermont. Also included will be Items from 
the Bystrom , ' ilvcnnan and nopek Collections. Select items include a working set of more 
than 40 MOTHER PLANES by J. Oothoudt; a full range of IVORY TIP exotic wood plow 
planes b . Howland including one with OLIO IVORY NUT and WASHERS in nearly 
new condition; five plow planes b) J.W. PEARCE, including spectacular examples in 
EBO Y, ro ewood and bo.-wood; rare DAVIS levels, including many in BRAND NEW 
CO OITIO with all original gold highlighting; rare 18th CENTURY planes including a ... 
pair of hollow und round planes by A. PICER in NEW condition; a large number of rare 
·r LEY item including a complete collection of Stanley GAGE planes; an incredible 

array of qualit) ED JE TOOLS; rare folding rules including an A. STANLEY No. 83 with 
Gunt ·r Slide; a large collection of CIENTIFIC and SURVEYING IN TRUMENT ; an 
extreme!,> rare PUT FR MF PLANE by Leonard Bailey; other unusual STANLEY items; 
rare H D AW : antique WRE CHES; many English planes by NORRIS; other great 
usable ond collectible tools of every sort. Come to New Hampshire and join the fun! 

l..isted " ale of901 Lots Friday, April 25th at 9:01 a.m. (Preview Thursday evening at 6:00 
p.m. and on Friday morning.) Our Friday auction will include a wide range of collectible and 
usable tools, including many generous BOX LOTS. 

Important Dealer , ale: Antique Tool Dealers, well known to the trade, will exhibit, for your 
pleasure and consideration, a wide range of select quality items during the GALA PREVfEW 
on Friday evening from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. Dealers interested in participating are 
encouraged to contact us at the number shown above. 

Tailgate Trading: Free tailgating in the Holiday Inn parking lot on both days. Join us! 

U Items in All Auctions Photographed and Available for Secure Online Absentee Bidding at www .m 
. . 
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