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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

CIIAff 

All Must Help Seek New Members 
"tt41Y first message is 
fl-.ill to express to you 
my gratitude for your 
confidence in me to be 
your president. 

I am indeed 
proud of the accom
p lishm en ts of the 
M-WTCA and all of 
the past leadership that has brought us 
to this point in time. I pledge to you my 
best efforts to continue the good work 
and, at the same time, have fun doing so. 
Fellowship among our members is an im
portant aspect of our being. 

Next, I wish to express our gratitude 
to Mel Ring for his dedicated service as 
president these past three years and to 
all of the officers, committee chairmen, 
committee members and others who have 
worked diligently for the benefit of the 
association. 

Now to a rather serious matter be
fore us. Our membership has decreased 
some over the past two years and the pros
pects are apparent that it will continue to 
do so unless we take this matter to heart 

and reverse this trend. Our association 
has a lot to offer prospective members -
we just need to get the message out to 
them. Your help is needed. I encourage 
each of you to seek new members. Your 
forthcoming 2002 dues statement will 
have more on this subject. I have ap
pointed a seven-member Long-Range 
Planning Committee with Mel Ring serv
ing as chairman. I consider this commit
tee to be one of our most important com
mittees and the one that will keep us 
pointed in the right direction to maintain 
growth and vitality. 

Finally, we have just returned from 
the semiannual meeting in Franklin, TN. 
This was, by all measurements, an out
standing meeting. The meeting facilities 
were superb, the programs were interest
ing, the quality of tools for sale were out
standing. Keny and Lynne McCalla and 
their co-hosts did an outstanding job. We 
owe all of them a great big and loud 
thanks. 

- Willie Royal 
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Tennessee Waltz! In-depth coverage of the fall, 2001, national meet in 
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MARK THESE ON YOUR CALENDAR 

Mid-West Tool Collectors Association National Meetings 

Spring,2002 
Fall, 2002 
Spring,2003 

June 13, 14, 15, 2002. Decatur, IL. Dave and Judy Heckel (217) 345-9112. 
Oct. 10, 11, 12, 2002. Winston-Salem, NC. Ed Hobbs (919) 828-2754. 

June 12, 13, 14, 2003. Green Bay, WI. Don and Sue Tubman (262) 835-4658. 

M-WTCA Area a Other Meetings 

Jan. 5, 2002. Stuart, FL. Merrill Schmidt (561) 286-3075. 
Jan. 12, 2002. Hillsboro, NC. Ray Hoke (919) 876-8512. 
Jan. 27-28, 2002. York, PA. Bill Warner (717) 843-8105. 

Area N Meeting 
Area Q Meeting 
Area P Meeting 
Area N Meeting 
Area A Meeting 
Area F Meeting 
Area B Meeting 
Area N Meeting 
Area E Meeting 
Area Q Meeting 
Area N Meeting 
Area J Meeting 
Area F Meeting 
Area A Meeting 
Area D Meeting 
Area Q Meeting 
Area Q Meeting 

Feb. 1-2, 2002. Peach Meet, Madison, FL. Doug Fowler (706) 629-8604 or Phil Baker (941) 485-6981. 
Feb. 9, 2002. Medina, MN. Don Bosse (651) 735-3590. 
Feb. 22-23, 2002. Nashville, IN. Joseph Greiwe (812) 934-2747. 
Feb. 24, 2002. St. Francis, WI. Don Tubman (262) 835-4658. 
March 16, 2002. Mt. Dora, FL. Phil Baker (941) 485-6981. 
March 24, 2002. Rockford, IL. Gary Johnson (815) 636-1464. 
April 6, 2002. Charlotte, NC. Bob Fields (704) 393-1282. 
April 6, 2002. Barbersville, FL. Phil Baker (941) 485-6981. 
April 7, 2002. St. Louis, MO. Mike Urness (314) 434-4325. 
April 21, 2002. Franklin, IN. Norm Heckman (317) 422-8482. 
April 27, 2002. Hastings, MN. Don Bosse (651) 735-3590. 
May 5, 2002. Humboldt, IA. Leroy Witzel (515) 332-3649. 
July 27, 2002. Raleigh, NC. Ray Hoke (919) 876-8512. 
Nov. 9, 2002. Charlotte, NC. Bob Fields (704) 393-1282. 

Dates must be cleared with Gary Johnson (815) 636-1464. E-mail tinstools1@aol.com. 

New Directors Elected 

Walter Karsten of Montgomery, NY, has 
Ji Ji been appointed to fill the Area R un

expired director's term of Tom Lamond, 
who was elected secretary of M-WTCA. 
Karsten's term will expire in 2003. 

All except Area J and Area L elected 
or re-elected directors in the fall. They are: 
Area A, James Preusser; B, Mike Hanley; 
C, Lars Larson; D, Gary Kelly; E, Bob 
Green; F, Jan Cover; G, Dan Gaier; H, John 
Delay, I, Gregor Mszar. 

Area K, Steve Bruder; M, Gene 
Epting; N, Phil Baker; 0, Alan Foster; P, 
Mark Eastlick; Q, Ray Hoke; and R, Mar
tin Donnelly. Their terms will expire in 
2004. 

arships to children or grandchildren of 
Mid-West members. 

For complete information, contact 
Ron Cushman, committee chairman, at PO 
Box 257, Almond, NY; phone, (607) 
276-6085; or email, toolman@infoblvd.net 

Or contact his assistant, Bob Ber
nard, 7325 Dryer Road, Victor, NY 14564; 
email bemards@servtech.com 

Where to Send What 

~lease note where to send what so it 
Ir will reach the right person. 

Send changes in address, phone num
ber or e-mail to: KLM Computer Services, 
c/o Kerry McCalla, 104 Engle Ct., 
Franklin, TN 37069, phone (615) 791-
6198, e-mail kmccalla@bellsouth.net. 

Scholarship Deadline Request GRISTMILL copies from: 
JI.\ pril 1 is the deadline for M-WTCA Bill Baader,4183 Hominy Ridge Rd., 
ftscholarship applications. Springfield, OH 45502-9510, phone (937) 

969-8530. 
The organization will award six schol-

Pay membership dues for current 
year: Send your check made out to 
M-WTCA to John Wells, Treasurer, P.O. 
Box 8016, Berkeley, CA 94707. Please 
write RENEW and your name and address 
on your check. Do not use a new member 
application to renew an existing member
ship. 

Submit materials to The GRIST
MILL: Send to Mary Lou Stover, Gristmill 
Editor, S76 W19954 Prospect Dr., 
Muskego, WI 53150, phone (262) 
679-1412. 

Obtain GRISTMILL advertising or 
information: Contact Paul Gorham, 811 
Robin Glen, Indianola, IA 50125, phone 
(515) 962-5207, e-mail Gristads@aol.com 
or pgorham270@aol.com 

Obtain scholarship or research grant 
information: Contact Ron Cushman, P. 0. 
Box 257, Almond, NY 13601, phone (607) 
276-6085, e- mail toolman@infoblvd.net 
or Bob Bernard, e-mail bemards@serv 
tech.com 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

FltAMlllEMJ MEEJ 

Sixteen Tennessee Displays Honored by Judges 
By George Wanamaker 

l he 26 displays at Franklin, TN, site 
II of M-WTCN..s semiannual meeting in 

September, drew lots of attention and 
admiration. 

Morris Olson won Best of Show in 
theme, Tools Related to the Civil War, with 
"Photography During the Civil War." Not 
only did it show interesting photos but a 
camera and other equipment from that 
period. 

Display Out of 
Theme award for 
George Wa-
namaker. It 
showed all mod
els produced by 
the maker of the 
first flexible-rigid 
tape measures. 

As usual, the judging committee had 
a tough time choosing the winners be
cause the exhibits were so great. The 
other theme, Tools of Great England, Scot
land and Wales, drew a lot of entries. John 
Torbeck won Best of Show with a beauti
ful display of Norris of London planes. 

The Most 
Unusual Display 
was "The Legacy 
of a Bookkeeper 
- History on a 
Billhead." Fred 
Kampmier dis
played a tremen
dous amount of 
paper from the 
1870s to 189Os. 

Shopping at the trade room during the Franklin meet. 

Ron Pearson's unusual tongue and John Ballintine won the Fred 
groove plane was named Best One Tool Curry award for best Stanley dis
Display. A neat piece with accompanying play. It featured beryllium copper 
information. tools. 

Hiram Farrand rules won the Best Judges Choice awards went to: 
William Carter, "My 
Tools of England"; Jack 
Devitt, "Js. Muir's Tool 
Box"; Cliff Fales, "En
glish Barrister's Ham
mers"; Jim Gehring, 
"Levels From England"; 
David Heckel, "Sargent 
and Company Roughing 
Planes." 

Mike Slasinksi photo. 

Jim Moon, "Moon, New president Willie Royal with other officers and 
Early London Tool- directors. Mike Slasinksi photo. 

Meeting hosts Kerry (left) and Lynne McCalla greeted 
visitors to the Franklin meet. 

maker"; Phil Pederson, 
"British Planes and 
Saws"; Roger and Eleanore 
Phillips, "Tools From England, 
Scotland and Wales"; Ed Will
iams, "Early Optometry Tools"; 
Howard Wolsted, "Plow 
Planes, a Process of Change." 

These 16 awards repre
sent the best of the best. All 
showed a high degree of work, 
in study, research and presen
tation of the information. A 
huge amount of information 
was presented for collectors to 
read, enjoy and learn. 

The new system of deposits for dis
play tables worked well. Only one table 
was empty. My deposit was returned im
mediately, as I was setting up my display. 
The deposit system is being used to elimi
nate no-shows - tables requested for dis
plays, paid for by the meeting host, but 
not used. There is no charge for a re
quested display table that is used. 

To all who had displays, thanks for a 
job well done. For future exhibitors, read 
the rules in the back of the directory, study 
your topic and present information to edu
cate others and for everyone to enjoy. 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

Photos by Mike Slasinksi & John Wells. 

"Photography During the Civil War," 
by Morris Olson won Best of Show in 
Theme, Tools Related to the Civil War. 

John Turbells "A Collection of Norris of London Planes" was named 
Best of Show in Theme. 

"An Unusual Tongue and Groove Plane," 
by Ron Pearson was named Best One Tool 

Display. 

Award winners from left: Ron Pearson, 
Morris Olson and Dave Heckel. 

Award winners from left: Ed Williams, 
Phil Pedersen, Bill Carter, Roger 

Phillips, Jack Devitt, Fred Kampmier 
and John Ballintine. 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

Photos by Mike Slasinksi & John Wells. 

Judges Choice: "English Barrister's 
Hammers," by Cliff Fales. 

Judges Choice: "Sargent and Company 
Roughing Plane," by David Heckel. 

Judges Choice: "Moon, Early London Toolmaker," by Jim Moon. 

Judges Choice: "British Planes and 
Saws," by Phil Pedersen. 

"Berrylium Copper Tools," by John Ballintine 
won the Fred Curry award. 

Judges Choice: "Levels from England," by Jim Gehring. 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

Judges Choice: "Js. Muir Toolbox," 
by Jack Devitt. 

Photos by Mike Slasinksi & John Wells. 

Above: Most Unusual Display was 
"The Legacy of a Bookkeeper," by 

Fred Kampmier. 

Judges Choice: "Tools From England, Scotland and Wales," Anthruther Plane shown, 
by Roger and Eleanor Phillips. 

Judges Choice: "Plow Planes, A Process 
of Change," by Howard Wolsted. 

Judges Choice: "My Tools of England," 
by Bill Carter. Best Display Out ofTheme: "Hiram Farrand Rules," 

by George Wanamaker. 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

M-WTCA members enjoyed a tour during the Franklin, TN, meet. 

fRAIILEI 
SCEIES 

Willie Royal's wife, 
Jean, places the new 

president's pin on 
him. 

The crowds 
enjoyed Saturday 

night's dinner. 

Working while she waits in the tool room. 

Area A & B Tool Meet 

By Lany Thorson 

(r\\n Sept. 8 and 9, Area B hosted a joint 
~ meeting of Minnesota (Area A) and 
Wisconsin (AreaB) members ofM-WTCA. 

Great facilities and food combined 
with camraderie and good selection of 
tools made for a great meet. 

A number of unique tools exchanged 
hands including a Stanley Sweethart mi
tre box in mint condition with instruction 
manual, Stanley tool box complete with 
tools in mint condition, ( case handle still 
in wrapping) and a Victor No. 1 plane, to 
name of few. 

The meeting started Saturday after
noon at the village park in Genoa, WI, 
which is approximately 1 7 miles south of 
La Crosse along the Mississippi River. 
Along with the tailgate session Gay and 
Rick Swenson hosted an open house at 
their shop Old Tool Shed Antiques in 
Genoa. The day's festivities closed with 
an all you could eat catfish dinner. A to
tal of 107 members and guests attended 
the meeting with representation from Ar
eas A, B, D and E. 

The meet resumed Sunday morning 
at the All-Star Banquets facility in La 
Crosse. Soon 50 tables were filled with a 
wide variety of tools, publications and dis
plays. The coffee cakes, doughnuts, juice 
and coffee disappeared fast as the wheel
ing and dealing continued throughout the 
morning. Several members responded to 
the meet's theme by showing off their fa
vorite tool from the past summer's forays 
at flea markets, auctions and garage 
sales. Later in the morning drawings were 
held for door prizes which included sub
scriptions to Fine Tool Journal, Briwax 
and light magnifying glass for the men and 
loaves of Apple Fritter bread for the la
dies. Lunch with a choice of pizza or sub 
sandwiches closed out the second day. 

The registration fee for all of this, in
cluding a trade table was a measly $10 
( catfish dinner $4). Next year's joint meet
ing returns to Minnesota. Plans for a La 
Crosse meeting the second weekend in 
September 2003 are already in progress. 
Those that attended said they would be 
back. Hope to see you in 2003. 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

Plenty Mo' at 
M-WTCA's Indiana 
State Fair Display 

By Matt Borders 

E'veryday life for a hardware s_tore clerk 
~in a college town can be mighty hec
tic. Computers that do what you say in
stead of what you mean, four telephone 
lines ringing at once, customers that want 
to connect ridged copper, galvanized pipe 
and PVC together in one fitting or less 
and a boss that can't understand why 
you're not in five places at once, all com
bine to add gray to your hair and lines to 
your face. 

It's always a great pleasure, there
fore, to accept Mo Arnold's invitation to 
come to the Indiana State Fair and for a 
few hours at least, pretend it's the 1880s. 
The beauty of it is that Mo thinks I'm ac
tually helping him man the M-WTCA ex
hibit in the Pioneer Building. In reality 
I'm trying my best to stay out of the way 
and let him explain the uses of the vari
ous tools on display. 

This year, as he has every year for 
the past 16 years, Mo organized the booth, 
provided most of the tools on display, 
rounded up volunteers to staff the exhibit 
and spent at least part of every day the 
fair was open answering people's ques
tions and admirably performing the role 
of ambassador for the M-WTCA. At the 
end of the fair's two-week run, he packs 
everything up and takes his tools home 
again, already thinking about w~at ~o 
bring next year. Not bad for a man m his 
eighties. 

Depending on how you look at it, this 
was either my son Lane's first or second 
fair, and he loved every minute of it. L~e 
was technically there last year, but his 
view was some what obstructed (he was 
born a little less than a month after the 
fair). Lane was a little frustrated at not 
being allowed to play with all the "toys" 
Mo had brought, but my wife Celena man
aged to avail herself of Mo's most popu
lar "TOY": an ax handle vice where hun
dreds of kids get the chance to try their 
hand with a spokeshave every year. 

M~WJTCA MEETS 

Tools filled every square inch of the Indiana State Fair display. Dick Ospahl photo. 

Being a big kid herself, Celena made 
short work of the wood in the vise and 
produced a pile of shavingsany wood 
worker would be proud of. It's probably a 
good thing we only come up once a year, 
as the lumber bill would quickly become 
unmanageable. 

Mo provided a variety of tools this 
year, from some of the more unusual Per
fect Handle tools to blacksmith-made 
items. How he manages to fill that space 
every year with something new I'll nev~r 
know, but his collection must be prodi
gious. 

There were so many rare and unusual 
pieces on display that even veteran tool 
collectors could spend days in the exhibit 
and still not see everything. One tool in 
particular caught my eye, though it was 
easily overlooked amid goosewing axes 
and the like: a little hammer, its faces 
deformed from use, with a handwritten 
tag which read "My Favorite Tool" in
trigued me. I asked Mo the obvious ques
tion, "Why, out of all these wonderful 
things, is this your favorite?" 

In answer to my question, Mo took 
the hammer from the wall and handed it 
to me. As soon as I felt the impressions 
in the handle left by the hands of the man 

who used it, I understood. Even with my 
relatively young and inexperienced ears, 
I could hear that hammer speaking to me, 
and I knew that if I could hear what it 
had to say, it surely spoke volumes to Mo. 
I hope that someday my son will feel the 
affinity for my tools that Mo feels for that 
hammer. 

Mo would be the first to point out that 
this was not a one-man show, even though 
that is how I've made it sound. In fact, I 
imagine I've thoroughly embarrassed him 
by now, but I hope in singing his praises I 
haven't made all the other members that 
helped feel slighted. Keith Thomas, Nan 
Lutenske, George Saucerman, Bill 
Tangman, Norm Heckman, Dick Opsahl 
and Joe Greiwe all took turns manning the 
exhibit this year, and without their help 
and support the Indiana State Fair would 
have been missing one of its most popu
lar exhibits. 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

Roy Underhill Stars 
At Joint Meet 

By Ed Hobbs 

Q oy Underhill of "The Woodwright's 
ti~ Shop" on public television entertained 
tool collectors at the July meeting in North 
Carolina. 

His presentation, "Twenty Years of 
Subversive Woodworking," was both in
te resting and humorous. Underhill 
autographed numerous copies of his 
books and videos and was in many pho
tos taken by those attending. 

Record attendance of more than 260 
marked the annual joint meeting of 
M-WTCA, Area Q and EAIA on July 28 at 
the Hobbs' farm in Raleigh. Somewhat 
cooler than usual weather, at least by 
southern standards, and rain on Thurs
day made things a little soggy but did not 
dampen the spirits of those atte,nding this 
annual rite of summer at Ed and Kathy 
Hobbs' farm in Raleigh, NC. Some early 

birds set up on Friday and others just 
dropped by to get an early start and see 
old friends. 

There were plenty of tools available 
from the 60 or so dealers who set up un
der the tent or those that tailgated in the 
shade from the old trees. Judging by the 
number of people carrying tools around, 
there was something of interest for ev
eryone. 

UNC TV, the station that produces 
"The Woodwright's Shop," was there film
ing part of a future Woodwright's Shop 
episode which is called "Fools for Tools." 
The show premiered in mid-November, 
which was after this article is published. 
If you missed it, you can call your local 
public TV station and ask when it will 
rerun "Fools for Tools," episode number 
2108. If the station doesn't carry "The 
Woodwright's Shop," tell management you 
would like it to add it to the schedule. 

The display theme, "My Favorite 
Tool," generated about ten displays of in
teresting and unusual tools. Member vot
ing resulted in a tie for first place between 
Bob Hart and Robert Oehman. Our thanks 
to all those that took the time to put to-

Tools were just some of the necessities sold at Wegner' s Hardware Store in St. 
James, MO, in 1913. The store opened in late 1880s but was sold to Wegner in 

1913. The display case shows lots of Keen Kutter with original boxes. Stores like 
these provided supplies to those living in small towns and on farms. Photo courtesy 

of Bob Elgin and the L. W. Library in St. James. 

gether a display. 

An auction of more than 120 lots of 
tools was held after a lunch consisting of 
southern pork barbecue, fried chicken and 
all the fixings. Pictures of the meeting can 
be seen on the Internet at http:/ /Highland 
House.tripod.com/hobbsmeet.html. Many 
thanks to Bill Weber for making this pos
sible. 

For future planning, the 2002 meet
ing will be held at the Hobbs' Farm on 
July 27. Also, if you would like to see and 
hear Roy Underhill, plan to attend the 
semiannual M-WTCA meeting scheduled 
for Winston-Salem, NC, on Oct. 10-12, 
2002. Roy will be the keynote speaker at 
the banquet on Saturday night. 

Area F Spring Meeting 

By Matt Borders 

"'fl arm Heckman has been after me to at
~ll tend the Area F spring meeting he 
hosts at the fairgrounds in Franklin, IN, 
for many years, but there always seems 
to be something that prevented me from 
going. 

This year, however I vowed I was 
going to attend no matter what, if for no 
other reason than to see what all the fuss 
was about. After all, the meeting only 
lasts from 8 a.m. until noon and I just 
couldn't imagine how a four-hour event 
could be that big of a deal, even though 
everyone I spoke to about it gave it rave 
reviews. 

To be honest, I was expecting a small 
group of people, maybe 10 or 12, all sell
ing out of the trunk of their cars, but I 
couldn't have been more wrong. Upon 
entering the gate, I saw perhaps 30 cars 
already, with more arriving as we headed 
to the door. Inside, we were greeted by 
the familiar faces of Mil Wasson and Lois 
Opsahl and,encouraged to help ourselves 
to doughnuts and coffee as we took in 
table after table of tools. I don't know how 
many ultimately attended ( I was too busy 
looking at tools to ask), but I would guess 
50 or so. Even Charlie Ewing showed up, 
for crying out loud! As every one knows, 
Charlie took recluse lessons from Howard 

Continued on page 11 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

Denver M. Markland 

fr\1 enver Markland, who owned and op
U erated Ye Old Carriage Shop in Vevay, 
IN, died July 7. 

A master carpenter, Markland, 76, 
restored old carriages, collected tools as 
well as other antiques and carved spindles 
for fine furniture and gingerbread for 
porches. His shop was like a museum. He 
was a well-known local historian. 

A retired high school teacher, he re
ceived his bachelor's and master's degrees 
from Purdue University. He was a mem
ber of many organizations, including the 
Mid-West Tool Collectors Association. He 
served in the Navy on the USS Indianapo
lis during World War II. 

Immediate survivors are his wife of 
53 years, Edna (Eddie); two sons and a 
daughter; one daughter-in-law; and three 
grandchildren. 

Memorials to the Switzerland (IN) 
Baptist Church or the Switzerland County 
Emergency Unit were suggested. 

Bob Booth 

• obert F Booth, 84, one of the charter 
tt,members of Three Rivers Tool Collec
tors and a longtime member of M-WTCA, 
died at his home on May 27, 2001. 

Bob was involved in the business op
erations of Jones & Laughlin, a 
Pittsburgh-based steel company, for many 
years. He was descended from a long line 
of river boatmen. His father was a cap
tain of a steamship, Liberty, which ran up 
and down the Ohio River, and his father's 
tool chest became the inspiration of Bob's 
tool collection. 

He was among the early collectors 
who found baskets of bargain-priced tools 
at flea markets and country auctions. Af
ter his retirement, he made weekly rounds 
of antique shops and house and estate 
sales. He enjoyed cleaning the dirtiest 
tools and had so many parts of old tools 
that he was always on the lookout for 
good tools which were missing parts. 
Stanley tools were among his favorites . 

Bob bought a number of tools at a sale 
just a few days before he died. His wife, 
Eleanor, had died a couple of years ear
lier and he was living alone surrounded 
by the tools he loved displayed through
out his home. He is survived by three 
daughters, five grandchildren and one 
grandchild. 

He was also a member of EAIA and 
the Sons and Daughters of Pioneer 
Riverboatmen. 

Clinton Turner 

~ lint Turner, an ac-
~ ti ve member of 
M-WTCA from 1991 
until his illness in 
1998, died July 20 in 
Hutchinson, KS, at 
Hospice Residential 
Care Center. He was 
73. 

Besides 
Mid-West, he be-

- Chuck Prine 

longed to the Southwest Tool Collectors 
and the local Moose Lodge. He sold his 
tools at auction in 2000. 

Before retiring, he owned and oper
ated Turner Construction of Stafford, KS. 
and Creede, CO. 

He married Dorothy Mitchell Coffey, 
who survives, in 1990. He is also survived 
by two sons, two daughters, one stepson 
one stepdaughter; eight grandchildren, 
eight step-grandchildren, eight step
great-granchildren; a brother and a sis
ter. 

Memorials may to sent to Reno 
County Hospice or Victory in the Valley, 
both in care of Minnis Chapel funeral 
home, Stafford, KS. 

David Witte 

fr\1avid Witte was killed in a single car 
U accident in October when his car slid 
in sand at the edge of the road and hit a 
tree. 

David, 28, of 'fraverse, MI, was the 
son of Tom and Barbara Witte. His wife, 
Emily, and daughter, Hannah, 2, survive. 
Several years ago David received an M
WTCA scholarship and graduated from 
Western Michigan University with a de
gree in business. He was employed by 
Merck Co. He enjoyed woodworking as a 
hobby. 

Tom and Barb expressed their appre
ciation to M -WTCA members for their 
cards of sympathy, letters and gifts. 

Area F Spring Meeting 
Continued from page 10 

Hughes, so if Charlie shows up something 
big must be happening. Norm, I'm sorry I 
doubted you. 

Each person who attends an M
WTCA gathering does so for a variety of 
reasons, not the least of which is to show 
off a new prize. I am no exception. In my 
last article, I told you all of my impend
ing fatherhood and my son's official in
troduction into society could only have 
been held with one group of people. Lane 
had a wonderful time and would, I am 
sure, like to thank Norm personally. How
ever, being only seven months old, Lane 
is a man of few words none of which are 
intelligible, but I could tell he had a ball 
(Dads know these things). I did catch him 
trying to trade off some of my tools, but I 
am inclined to put that down to youthful 
exuberance. 

Area F has a long tradition of great 
meetings and Norm's get-together in 
Franklin is certainly no exception. A nice 
facility with plenty of room and light, lots 
of old friends, and tons of tools combine 
to make this meeting a permanent addi
tion to my calendar, and I heartily encour
age everyone to attend next year. 

Norm would like to thank all of those 
who came and hopes to see many more 
next year. Next year's show will be on 
Sunday, April 21, and will run from 7 a.m. 
to noon and open to the general public 
from 9 to noon in hopes of increasing 
memberships for area F 
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MECHANICAL IMPLEMENT; SIMPLE DEVICE; HISTORY 

The Story Behind the Painting 
By Phillip Baker 

S ome time ago, perhaps eight years, 
_ "') friends of the Bakers gave me a re
~ production advertisment which ap
peared in the Dec. 5, 1925, issue of The 
Literary Digest. 

My wife, Harriot, and I couldn't find 
a place to hang it, at least not in the house. 
I hung it up in our shop over the lathe, 
the only space open. Dust covered the 
advertisment before long and it was for
gotten. 

About three years ago we were visit
ing old family friends in Mount Dora, FL, 
and my friend asked if I would be inter
ested in a painting having something to 
do with Stanley Tools. His son living in 
Vermont had an antique shop with a $5 
price on the painting. " Yes indeed " was 
my reply while secretly feeling it was ei
ther phony or long gone by now. Well, a 
year later the phone rang and a familiar 
voice said "got the painting!" We were 
invited to stop in for 
dinner on our way up 
to Barberville, FL, for 
a tool meet. 

Through the 
years I had done 
cabinet and mill work 
for my friends at no 
charge,butwhenthe 
picture was brought 
out and given to us I 
took one look and 
raised an objection. 
"I believe this paint
ing is too valuable to 
give away." My 
friends would have 
none of it. So we 
brought it home and 
hung it on the living 
room wall. It looked 
nice. 

About a year ago 
a job came in consist
ing of 30 large col
umns to be turned 
out on the lathe.They 
made a lot of dust. I 
can put up with a 

good deal but this was too much. So I 
started to clean. The Stanley ad was in 
the way and so it got dusted. I looked in 
amazement. The picture in the ad was the 
painting in our living room. Sometimes it 
takes me a while to put two things to
gether. 

The painter of this watercolor was 
named Pryor. I started looking for infor
mation. Friends went to the Internet. No 
luck. I went to art studios, etc. Still no 
luck. Then a photographer came to the 
shop to record work we had done for a 
client. We invited him into the house and 
he took note of the painting. Then he gave 
us this information. Pryor's first name is 
Robert. He is well known as a painter of 
Midwest landscapes and as an illustra
tor. He was awarded the Saltus Gold 
Medal in 1930 and is in the American Il
lustrators Hall of Fame. 

Back to Mount Dora and our friends.I 
explained how the painting had a very 
high value and something should be done. 
They would not consider a thing. "We are 

glad you have it and will give it a good 
home. Now my conscience told me to call 
the son in Vermont. I talked at length to 
both the son and his wife. I told them the 
whole story. 

I'm sure the father didn't coach them 
but I got the same response. "Glad it has 
a good home, enjoy it." 

The painting and the advertisment 
hang in our living room. For a while we 
will have custody of them. We hope the 
Mid-West Tool Collectors Association will 
have a place for it when it is time to say 
good-bye. 

A copy of the ad from the December 5, 
1925 issue oflhe Literary Digest appears 

on the facing page. 

A close-up of Stanley child's toolbox from the painting. 
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The Literary Digest for December 5, 1925 r, :; 

for Christmas Day and every day 

W ISE old Dad! He was sure that nothing else 
ht= could get for Son would be as much fun 

for so long a time as this set of Stanley Tools. 
Dad knows too, that tools build character and 
that such a gift as this brings a father closer to 
his boy. STANLEY, New Britain, Conn., U.S.A. 

ForthreegenerationsStanleyTools 
have been the d1oice of the best 
cat"penters. They prefer Stanley 
because they have learned by ex• 
perience that better work can be 
done with these good tools. In 
selecting a set of tools for a gift or 
for your own use, look for the name 
STANLEY. Since 1843 this name 
has been recognized as a mark of 
quality. There are more than a 
doxen assortments of Stanley Tools 
i.n chests ranging in price from 

$5 to $95. 

STAN LEY TOOLS IN CHESTS 
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MECHANICAL IMPLEMENT; SIMPLE DEVICE; HISTORY 

The Short, Strange History of Box Scrapers 

By Thomas C. Lamond ©1999-2001 

I t took quite a while for the need of a 
box scraper to come about. When it fi
nally did, that need lasted less than half 

a century. As a result, we have been left 
with some very interesting tools. 

Initially I will attempt to provide a 
bit of background that may seem divorced 
from the topic, but it's hoped it will soon 
be evident as to why box scrapers came 
into being. The background begins with 
the wooden cask or barrel. 

The history of the cask or barrel dates 
back thousands of years. The tradesmen 
that make barrels and casks are called 
coopers and were already well established 
in Roman times. Coopering flourished un
til the early 1900s and is still to be found 
to a limited degree today. For centuries 
the containers made by coopers were used 
for transporting and storing all kinds of 
materials and goods. There were all sizes 
of barrels and casks, many of which had 
their own names. Some specifically for liq
uids and others for various types of dry 
goods, food stuffs and hardware. 

Actually there are historical indica
tions that basket making was the prede
cessor to coopering. Of course, crockery 
was used to hold liquids but a tightly 
woven basket could also hold certain liq
uids, especially after some baskets had 
been "wet." 

Not only was the basket a predeces
sor of the barrel it still continues as an 
alternative for holding a variety of mate
rials. Somewhere along the line the 
basketmaker may possibly have been the 
originator of the crate and even the box. 
There were crates and boxes for uncount
able items and materials, and they also 
play a part in this discussion. 

Various species of wood were used 
to construct the containers mentioned. 
Cooperage required strong, relatively stiff 
materials while basket making required 
materials that could be readily bent. The 
development of wooden boxes involved 
even other species of wood. Characteris-

tics for boxes included strength, weight 
and durability 

The species of wood used for certain 
cooperage became quite important. With
out question, coopers provided a wide va
riety of containers, and they had been do
ing that for quite some time. The trade 
had even evolved into specialized catego
ries called "wet" and "dry" cooperage. The 
species of woods used for cooperage was 
an important economic consideration as 
well as structural and functional consid
erations. 

This can be attested to by the type of 
wood used for the distilling of spirits. It's 
said wine ferments better in containers 
made of white oak. Subsequent storage 
frequently involves redwood casks. 
Whisky also develops more satisfactorily 
in white oak even when the casks had 
previously been used for wine. Chestnut 
was also used, but to a considerably lesser 
extent. Hardwoods for dry work included 
ash, beech, chestnut, elm and sycamore. 
Hardwoods were required in many cases 
due to the rigors of shipping, but soft
woods were also used. The preference 
was pine. Softwoods are less durable but 
usually easier to work and in some cases 
did not create a problem with smells and 
flavors influencing the contents. 

As the terms imply, the final products 
determined the type of container used. 
Liquids had to be stored and shipped in 
containers that did not leak. These con
tainers were made by the wet cooper. 
Thicker and tighter were the guidelines. 
In many cases the tightness of the co~ -
tainer was less critical when dry maten
als were involved and these containers fell 
within the purview of the dry cooper. Of 
course, there were dry materials that had 
to be kept completely dry. This required a 
better quality container; a container that 
would be waterproof from the outside. The 
storage and transport of gun powder is 
but one example of a material requiring 
the use of such a waterproof container; 
more about that as we continue. 

As previously mentioned, other con
tainers were also used for dry goods. What 
we call a crate seems to have been <level-

oped quite early and as time passed, it 
too went through an evolutionary process. 
The open style crate was supplemented 
with the tight jointed wooden box. Some 
wooden crates were built quite substan
tially, as they were used to transport any
thing from pottery and dinnerware to 
musical instruments to heavy hardware 
and just about everything in between. 
Both lightweight and heavy duty boxes 
and crates had their uses in the storing 
and the transporting of goods. The semi
openness of some crates was particularly 
suited for some types of produce and even 

1. Martin's 
2. Martin's/ Cin. Tool Co. 
3. G.N. Sterns · 
4. Unmarked 
5. Dutton Pat 
6. A.W. Peck No.1 
7. G.B. Wilder Pat. Fancy 
8. A.F. Cushman Pat. 
9. E. Holmes Pat. 
10. A.G. Batchelder/Lg/ 
11. A.G. Batd,lder/Sm. 
12 B.T. Co. No. 1 
13. G.B. Wilder Pat. Plain 
14. LeRoy Hildreth Pat. 
15. B.T. Co. No. 4 
16. Stanley No. 70 
17. Bailey No. SO 
18. G. Mosher Pat. 
19. Unindentified 

Continued on page 16 
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The Short, Strange History of Box Scrapers 

Continued from page 14 

small animals. 

Eventually factories were con
structed just to make boxes and other 
wooden shipping containers. Some facto
ries specialized in just making the com
ponents. The components required for one 
container were bound together into what 
became known as a shook. A shook could 
be for a wooden crate, a box, a barrel or a 
cask. Shooks were sold in volume and 
shipped accordingly. They would then be 
assembled near to where they would be 
packed thus saving considerable initial 
shipping space. The advent of mechanized 
sawing machines facilitated the growth 
of the factories that processed and 
bundled the components and in some 
places this became known as the shook 
making industry. 

Prior to the 20th century very few al
ternative materials were available that 
would stand up to the rigors encountered 
in shipping and handling. Sacks made of 
coarse cloth were good for some things, 
more tightly woven cloth was required for 
others but both had their limitations. They 
were quite susceptible to tearing or split
ting open if mishandled. Dampness accel
erated decay and decreased reuse. Wood 
was durable and provided a considerable 
degree of protection for the contents and 
wooden containers could be used over and 
over again. 

Barrels were used for holding and 
transporting all types of liquids as well 
as grains and other food stuffs and nu
merous other commodities, many of which 
were considered hardware. Items were 
often cushioned with sawdust excelsior 
or even straw, as much of the goods be
ing transported would be moved on wag
ons, trains and/or boats. The rigors of 
transportation required sturdy containers, 
and those containers had to be labeled. 

The need to identify what was in a 
container increased as the shipping of 
containers proliferated and the technol
ogy of container construction progressed. 
The tools that were used to make the con
tainers paralleled container construction 
and so too did the method of labeling. 

Early markings reflect the use of 
burning or branding but this was a slow 

process. The use of words was less im
portant in times when reading was a skill 
enjoyed by a small minority, so symbols 
were used. If memory serves from look
ing at pirate movies in my youth, the 
double X indicated gun powder for the 
cannons. In retrospect, the same symbol 
seemed to have been used on the kegs 
that contained grog and other spirits. No 
matter what the symbols stood for, the 
barrels and other containers were used 
over and over and not necessarily for the 
same materials. 

Due to the nature of the containers, 
the time required to make them, the cost 
of raw materials and the skilled trades
men necessary to make them, their reus
ability became necessary. This was not 
just because of economics. It had a lot to 
do with availability. 

Keeping track of what was in the con
tainer also became more important. The 
need for indicating who owned the con
tainer and where it was destined for, if it 
was being used for shipping, became an 
important necessity. 

As time progressed the XX and simi
lar markings were supplemented by ad
ditional symbols, numerals and some let
tering. As progress continued and literacy 
increased eventually more words were 
used. Painted marks were used but re
quired drying time and often rubbed off. 
Burning and branding took also took time 
and had other drawbacks. Burning was 
often crude or may have required expen
sive branding irons. It was also somewhat 
permanent so an alternative was required. 
Paper labeling was yet to be developed 
but stenciling seemed to solve the prob
lem, at least for a time. 

This in turn impacted on the devel
opment of the tools used to apply and re
move stenciling. One category of those 
tools was the scraper. Even after the in
troduction of paper labels and the wide
spread use of both systems, the scraper 
played a major role in what we now refer 
to as recycling. 

Eventually, all kinds of shipping con
tainers were either stenciled or had a pa
per label. A relatively simple method for 
removing such labeling was to rub the 
edge of a blade over the area until the ink 
or paper was worn away. For those that 

have held a blade in such a way as to ef
fect scraping the recollection of consider
ably "hot fingers" may well come to mind. 

Obviously, a more efficient method 
was required. The edge of a knife certainly 
could be used in isolated situations, but 
the ingenuity of man intervened, and a tool 
commonly called the scraper was modi
fied and redeveloped to do the job. 

Quite possibly something like a ship 
scraper was an early choice. Interestingly, 
one of the earliest patents for such a de
vice in this country was entitled "Box & 
Ship Scraper." It was not the first tool 
designated as a "Ship's Scraper"nor was 
it the first similar pull type device pat
ented. Another device was entitled "Box 
Plane"and it, like so many other tools, 
appears to be an attempt to improve on 
existing tools. 

John C. Gibbs received the earliest 
Ship's Scraper patent known to this 
writer. That was in 1861, rather late one 
would think for a patent on such a device 
quite possibly because the tool was al
ready well known. Gibbs just introduced 
it with a different shaped cutter. 

The next known related patent was 
issued in 1864 to A. F. Cushman for what 
was labeled as a "Box Plane." Then, in 
1865, came the "Box & Ship Scraper" by 
Charles H. Harris. The one feature each 
of these tools had in common was that 
they included an elongated handle which 
was used for pulling the tool toward the 
user. The angle of blade contact could be 
regulated by elevating or depressing the 
handle with the pulling hand while the 
other hand wa~ used to apply pressure. 

Other early patented scrapers re
quired pushing and most were not very 
suitable for removing stencils and paper 
labels. 

Technically the Box Plane was not a 
scraper but it could be used to remove 
labels.The. angle of the cutter contacted 
the work at an acute angle, like a plane. 
A true scraper contacts the work at a 
much higher angle, one approaching 90 
degrees. 

William Dutton received what ap
pears to be the next patent related to pull
type scrapers. That was in 1869. Dutton 
actually called his invention a "Box 
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Scraper" but, unlike others, he incorpo
rated two cutters in the tool. One func
tioned as that in a plane and the other 
like a true scraper. Ironically, the scraper 
blade was eventually deleted from the 
Dutton Box Scraper, and versions with 
only the plane style or shaving cutter were 
made. 

A variety of other scrapers were pat
ented in the 1870s, one of which was by 
Joseph R. Bailey. The blade securing 
mechanism was quite similar to that of 
Bailey's lever locking plane cap. Joseph 
Bailey's scrapers and planes were manu
factured by the Bailey Tool Co. By 1876 a 
number of other box scrapers had also 
been patented, some fell into the pull-type 
style while others actually resembled 
planes. 

There were two similar scrapers pat
ented in 1876. The earlier of the two was 
issued to Henry Richards and Justus A. 
Traut, who assigned it to the Stanley Rule 
& Level Co. Six months later Leonard 
Bailey introduced his version of a very 
similar box scraper. The blade in what was 
designated as the Stanley No. 70 was se
cured from the top while the blade in 
Bailey's Victor No. 50 was secured from 
below. Both of those so-called scrapers 
were actually shaves that could be used 
by pushing or pulling. They did not func
tion as scrapers, but one of their uses was 
to remove stenciling and labels. 

Other patents were issued for scrap
ers that were either specifically labeled 
Box Scraper or just plain Scraper. Some 
included upright blades while others in
cluded plane or shavelike cutters. Some 
had very wide blades and closely re
sembled inshaves. The last known patent 
to be labeled Box Scraper was issued in 
1908 to John Lobmiller of Wellsburg, WV. 
Actually there was also another 1908 
scraper patent that may be considered in 
the category of box scraper. It was issued 
to LeRoy H. Hildreth of New Haven, CT. 
It was narrow and had a pull-style handle 
but Hildreth labeled it as a floor scraper. 
Perhaps the trend of the day influenced 
his choice of terminology. No scraper pat
ents issued after 1908 have been identi
fied as falling into the Box Scraper cat
egory. 

During the years that some scrapers 
were being patented as box scrapers oth-

ers were also being called that when in 
effect they functioned as pull planes. 
Mechanical concepts applicable to other 
implements such as spokeshaves were 
applied to still other tools and called box 
scrapers which, more frequently than not, 
applied the principles of the plane and not 
a true scraper. 

Such tools were usually rather light
weight and could be found not only in 
warehouses and freight shipping facilities 
but they were a common tool to be found 
behind the counter or in the back rooms 
of many stores and businesses. 

The age of "throw away" along with 
constantly changing technologies have 
certainly made an impact on all our lives. 
What would we possibly do without the 
self-stick/ peel-off label? 

REFERENCES: 
Associated Cooperage Industries of America, The 

Wooden Barrel Manual, St. Louis, 1951 

Lamond, Thomas C., "Manufactured & Patented 
Spokeshaves & Similar Tools" Lynbrook, NY 
1997 

Monckton. H. A., "The Story of the Brewer's Coo
per," Sheffield England, 1981 The popularity of the term Box 

Scraper waned considerably by the end 
of the 19th century as many scrapers with Salaman, R. A., Dictionary of Tools, New York, 
extended handles designed for pulling ~ 1975 
then included wider blades that contacted 
the work as a true scraper must. They 
were frequently named "Floor Scrapers," 
a trend that continued through the teens 
until that term was modified to be just 
"Scraper" and sometimes "Paint Scraper." 
Some later patents were much more ac
curate in their terminology, but judging 
from some of the designs they would have 
certainly been called Box Scrapers, if they 
had been invented a few decades earlier. 

The concept of the pull scraper has 
never disappeared. They are still available 
from some suppliers of woodworking hand 
tools. What changed is the application and 
along with that, the name. Even so, if the 
need to remove stencils remained today, 
we would probably use an electric sander. 

Additionally, the wood barrel has 
greatly given way to the metal drum and 
keg. Other wooden shipping containers 
were replaced with cardboard boxes. Then 
paper sacks, or bags as they are also 
called, replaced many of the cardboard 
boxes. Now many paper containers are 
rapidly being replaced with plastic con
tainers. Paper labeling is still common but 
the use of stenciling has been severely 
reduced. 

Interesting how some things change 
and in doing so affect so many other 
things. Something else I find quite inter
esting: The plastic sacks of today are just 
as thin or even thinner than the shavings 
removed by a properly used scraper of 
yesteryear. Huh? A puzzling selection of 

whatsits tested visitors' knowledge. 
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VOOlS 
The History of the Witham Family of Axe Makers 

By Alan Klenman 

Those interested in axes will note that 
the period of axe making and use of 
axes from about 1850 to 1960 has 

been dubbed the axe age in America. 

By studying the number of factories 
and patterns during this period, one will 
see that there were approximately 250 
real factories in full swing, making over 
a million axes a year. 

In addition, we note the ever-present 
blacksmith operations mainly located in 
the towns and villages across America. 
These were mainly one-man forges, but 
quite a few had boys working with the 
master to learn the trade, some even for
mally indentured as apprentices. 

Between the blacksmith (who always 
knew how to make axes) and a full-blown 
factory was another class of maker. These 
were the shops run by the owner employ
ing one or two full -time forgers, who 
mainly specialized in making axes. 

A Witham axe? Not quite. 

A good story could be written about 
this class of axe makers; but to start, one 
of the best known and highly respected 
was the Witham family of Caratunk Plan
tation in Somerset County, ME. 

There were at least three generations 
who operated this factory for the 90 years 
they were active. The founder of the line, 
known as early as 1860, was Ephraim. 
He was still active in the shop until 1888, 
when he passed it on to his son, Gustave. 
Gustave had been working at the forge 

for many years by this time. His own son, 
Claude, had also finished his training and 
was ready, in 1900, to take on running 
the plant. Claude remained manager for 
the next 29 years. But in 1929, he sold 
out to a Mr. Clark, who had been with the 
Withams for some years. 

With the Depression on he found it 
hard to compete, so by the early 1930s 
the factory was empty and finally demol
ished in 1938. 

This, then, is another story of the 
fabulous men who made axes all their 
lives and many good specimens are to be 
found in collections of axe collectors. 
There is much to be said of any family or 
group that can make a product and main
tain its integrity for such a period of time 
against the huge multi-million-dollar tool
makers who had benefit of the finest 
equipment and materials in America dur
ing much of this period. Thousands of log
gers, farmers and homemakers would tes
tify that the Witham axe had no superior. 
Even after the Withams closed, the de
mand continued and at least four large 
corporations recognized this and offered 
a Whittam axe in their catalogs for years 
(Kelly Co. in the U.S. and Smarts in 
Canada are two examples). But it will be 
noted that to protect the company from 
patent infringement and being sued, they 
used the name "Whittam Pattern." 

The Witham axe factory. 

No matter what, the name will live 
on, another part of the axe story that in
volved so many pioneers clearing the land 
of old-growth forests. Witham-Pioneer 
axe makers: collectors are always search
ing for specimens to preserve proudly. 
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A Unique Protoype Foster's Patent Jack Plane? 

By Laurent Jean T omo Jr. 

On Jan. 29, 1907, Edwin W Foster, of 
Central Park, Long Island, NY, was 
granted United States Patent No. 

842,453 for a "Turn Table Plane." 

In 1981, Roger K. Smith devoted 
three pages to this fascinating plane in 
his fine book, "Patented Transitional & 
Metallic Planes In America, 1827 -1927." 
Roger's plane is 9-3/4 inches long by 2-
11/16 inches wide, the size of a smooth
ing plane and has the patent date cast in 
relief into the bed of the plane. On page 
220, Roger reprinted six pages of the 1909 
pocket catalog for this plane, as manu
factured by the "Oliver" Machinery Co. of 
Grand Rapids, MI, which had "agreed to 
market the plane." (Given that Oliver 
made extremely fine cast iron machinery, 
one suspects that the firm also manufac
tured the planes.) This catalog states that 
the planes offered are 10 inches by 2 
inches in size. 

In the September 2001 issue of The 
GRISTMILL (No. 104) John Wells and 
Mary Lou Stover compiled an article on 
the Foster's Patent plane, illustrating one 
now owned by John and Janet Wells. The 
Wells' plane is also of the smoothing plane 
size. Their plane has the number 101 cast 
into the top surface of the bed, and the 
under surface of the frog, but it does not 
have the patent date cast into the bed of 
the plane. 

On a recent vacation my wife and I 
acquired a Foster's Patent plane in jack 
plane size, 2-13/16" wide by 15 inches 
long (Photo 1). This plane has the num
ber 102 cast into the top surface of the 
bed (Photo 2). The number 102 and the 
number 24 are cast into the under sur
face of the frog (Photo 3). The iron is 
marked STANLEY, PAT. AP'L 19.92. 

In all other respects the plane is the 
same as those of the smoothing plane size, 
as one can see from the photos of the 
Smith and Wells' planes, though it does 
not have the patent date cast into the bed 
as on Roger Smith's plane. There is, how
ever, a very small "holiday" in the surface 
of the casting on one side of the plane. 

Smith reports that he has never seen, 
nor heard of, a Foster's Patent plane of 

Photo 1. The Foster Patent Jack Plane. Photo by Jean Paul Torno. 

Photo 2 (right). Detail of number 
cast into the plane bed. Photo by 

Jean Paul Torno 

this size. 

This fact, coupled with the change 
of numbers (102 vs. 101) and the lack 
of the patent date, suggests that this 
may be a unique prototype for a larger 
version of the "Oliver" Turn Table Plane. 

References: 

1. Smith, Roger K., "Patented Transitional & Me
tallic Planes in America, 1827 -1927." The 
North Village Publishing Co., Lancaster, 
Mass., 1981, pp. 218-220. 

2. John Wells, John and Mary Lou Stover, com
pilers, "Early Praise for the Unique Foster 
Turntable Plane," The GRISTMILL, Septem
ber 2001, No. 104,pp.21. 

Photo 3 (right). Detail of underside 
of the "frog" showing numbers 
102 and 24. Photo by Jean Paul 

Torno 
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MECHANICAL IMPLEMENT; SIMPLE DEVICE; HISTORY 

TOOLS 
Violin Maker's Planes by Hammacher, Schlemmer & Co. 

By John Wells 

ul ammacher, Schlemmer & Co. offered tr I six sizes of nickel plated brass vio
~ . lin maker's thumb planes in their 
special catalogue No. 142 of Piano, Or
gan and Violin Tools. The catalogue is 
undated but it was probably published 
around 1900. It shows their address as 
209 Bowery, N.Y, which was the address 
of Hammacher, Schlemmer & Co. from 
1883 to 1904.1 

The listed price for these violin mak
ers thumb planes in 1900 was 85 cents 
for each plane with a tail handle or a set 
of all six sizes of planes with a single tail 
handle - which could be used with any of 
the planes except the smallest- for $3.85. 

The exterior contour or arch of the 
front and back plate of a violin is carved 
to shape using gouges, thumb planes and 
scrapers. The exact shape or arching is 
designed to give the wood just the right 
amount of resistance to the force applied 
by the strings and distribute it evenly over 
the entire surface of the front or back 
plate. Next comes the shaping or thinning 
of the wood, which is more an art than a 
science. Every piece of wood is different 
and requires different shaping to achieve 
its optimal performance. When the shape 
is finally determined, it is roughed out 
with gouges and then carefully and gradu
ally thinned with violin maker's thumb 
planes. Toothed cutters are sometimes 
used to work highly figured maple back 
plates. The surface is gently smoothed 
with a curved hand held scraper blade. 

Thumb planes were also used by hand 
rail makers, wood carvers, pattern mak
ers and others who had need of small 
planes with flat or compass bottoms. The 
planes often have a tail handle that fits in 
the palm of the hand when the plane is 
held between the thumb and the forefin
ger. 

1 Tom Lamond, personal correspondence. 

PLANES.-Full siie cut1. 

No. 1550E. 

No. 1550 C. 

THE GRISTMILL• DECEMBER 2001 • 20 

M-W
TCA.O

RG



The set of 6 violin maker's planes offered by Hammacher Schlemmer & Co. 
around 1900. John Wells photo. 

fltAlll!JI 
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Top photo: The Saturday 
night dinner featured 
fine musical entertain-
ment. At right, folks 

found friends, food and 
drink at the hospitality 
room. Photos by Mike 

Slasinski. 
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Buffum Tool Co. 
Also Used 
Swastika 
By Mary Lou Stover 

! d Johnson of Louisiana, MO, sur
mises that you don't hear much 

~ about tools made in his town per
haps because of the trademark used 
by the Buffum Tool Co., a swastika. 

As Tom Lamond wrote in a 
March article in The GRISTMILL, the 
trademark is not the swastika asso
ciated with the Nazis. In his booklet, 
"Tools of Louisiana, Missouri," 
Johnson says that the company's 
founder, Frank W Buffum, probably 
used the swastika because it was a 
religious symbol. It also was known 
as a good luck cross. An advertise
ment equated it to quality. 

Johnson, who has lived in 
Lousiana almost 40 years, became 
interested in the Buffum Tool Co. 
when he saw a gate latch with the 
trademark at an auction. Since then 
he has collected 250 tools and related 
items from the company. His booklet 
shows many of those tools and the 
factory where they were made at the 
corner of Fourth and Tennessee 
streets. The building dates to the 
1870s. 

"Mr. Buffum m~de a lot of useful 
tools: carpenter, blacksmith, ma
sonry, mechanics, yard and kitchen 
items," Johnson said. Items were as 
diverse as bayonets for World War I 
and potato chip makers. 

The firm was in business from 
about 1910 to 1922, when Buffum 
died. According to Johnson, it was 
sold to five men from St. Louis, who 
operated it as Buffum Tool Inc. until 
it went out of business about 1940. 

For copies of the booklet, con
tact Ed Johnson 12 710 Highway N, 
Louisiana, MO 63353, phone (573) 
754-4853. 
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Hard Work Spells Success 
for New Book on Gages 

~filt Bacheller and his wife, Sue, have 
ti"1

tlspent probably thousands of hours 
poring over documents and manuscripts 
of all sorts to produce this authoritative 
volume, "American Marking Gages." The 
result is one of the finest publications on 
antique tools to date. 

Attractively printed on quality paper, 
with excellent color and black-and-white 
photographs, the book is a pleasure to 
look at, with valuable illustrations of 
American gages, whether produced by 
known manufacturers or "one-offs." The 
layout is extremely attractive, with pro
fuse examples of advertisements, labels 

· and patent drawings interspersed with the 
pertinent text. 

The author has made it easy for the 
reader to locate a gage or maker quickly 
based on whatever information he has. 
Chapters include patented gages, by date; 
manufactured gages, alphabetical by au
thor; gages that appear to be manufac
tured but have no documented maker's 
name; and patents listed both alphabeti
cally by patentee and by date. The sec
tion of color photographs is outstanding, 
and the patent illustrations of gages that 
have no known examples will no doubt 
produce at least one new find! In addi
tion to these well-arranged chapters, the 
book contains both an extensive list of 
references and an index. 

If a collector or researcher is not par
ticularly interested in gages, he will still 
find this book of great value. Much infor
mation can be found on makers who pro
duced articles other than gages, as many 
of them also produced wooden planes, 
spirit levels, rules and the like. A lot of 
throroughly researched information is to 
be found here on the Coltons of Philadel
phia, the Watts of Boston and Cambridge 
and the Stanley Rule and Level Company, 
for example. Scanning through the index, 
one cannot help but notice the names of 
many, many planemakers - and the 
Bachellers have included first-rate re
search on all of them. 

The most valuable contribution that 
Milt Bacheller has made in writing this 
book is the painstaking research that has 

gone into it. Not content to merely repro
duce information found in other printed 
references such as genealogies and town 
histories, he and Sue checked every date 
on each maker presented in the book, find
ing errors in many other printed sources 
along the way. They checked census 
records, town vital records, court records, 
land and probate records, directories - an 
exhaustive search. Their research meth
odology sets a fine example for all to fol
low. And also not content to merely find 
one date and location for each maker, they 
traced each one's entire life history where 
possible, discovering interc_onne~tion_s 
among makers, putting them mto histon
cal context, and drawing conclusions 
about the economic implications of the 
depression of the 1830s and the like. 

The only fault to be found is possibly 
the lack of a few maps of the centers of 
gage making. The author provides nice 
city street maps in some cases, but there 
is no map of the Boston area or the 
Middletown, CT, area. A general map of 
New England, showing concentrations of 
gage makers and the relative locations of 
the cities or towns in which they were 
operating would have been helpful, as 
would a map of the United States show
ing their distribution. 

At first, the author's chosen spelling 
of gage was bothersome to this reviewer, 
who prefers the more traditional spelling 
gauge. However, after seeing the tremen
dous varieties of misspellings of gauge, 
on eBay for example, I have come to the 
conclusion that Milt is correct. We do not 
have to worry about guages (something 
to keep one's car in?) or gagues (a rare 
disease?). The straight-forward spelling 
of gage is just fine! 

The Bachellers are concentrating 
their research now on early Boston area 
rule makers, a logical follow- up to the 
gage makers, many of whom also ~ade 
rules. With the thoroughness of their re
search and the quality presentation of the 
results, their next volume is eagerly an
ticipated. 

-Anne Wing 

American Marking Gages by Milton H. 
Bacheller Jr. Hard cover, dust jacket, 
439 pages, $65 plus $10 shipping 
Available from the author at 185 
South Street, Plainville, MA 02762. 

Comprehensive Guide to 
American Wooden Planes 

Qemember that dog-e~ed copy of the 
tl~first edition of Emil and Martyl 
Pollak's "Guide to American Wooden 
Planes and Their Makers" that you car
ried to every meeting and flea market? 

Well the fourth edition, revised by 
Thomas L. Elliott, has more information 
than you would have believed possible 
when the first guide came out in 1983. It 
contains 400 biographical entries, nearly 
3,000 ratings for determining scarcity and 
value, more than 5,000 imprints and al
most 2,700 wedge imprints. New technol
ogy makes even the oldest imprints clear. 

The new "What's It Worth" section 
will be helpful to buyers and sellers. The 
480 8 1/2- by 11- inch pages also include 

. a well-illustrated glossary of plane terms 
and styles and a huge bibliography. You'll 
find current names you'll know on the 
three pages of acknowledgements to the 
people who contributed to this book. 

If you're still carrying around that 
well-worn early guide, it's time to update. 

- Mary Lou Stover 

A Guide to the Makers of American 
Wooden Planes by Emil and Martyl 
Pollak. Fourth Edition, Revised by 
Thomas L. Elliott. 480 pages, $39.95 
Soft cover. Astragal Press, P. 0. Box 
239, Mendham, NJ 07945. (866) 
543-3045. E-mail: 
astragalpress@attglobal.net 
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NEWS ABOUT M-WTCA PROGRAMS AND PEOPLE 

Intern Describes an Invaluable Summer at Mount Vernon 
By Erin Barkow 

0 nee upon a time there lived a young 
woman who was able to spend a 
summer as an intern at Mount 

Vernon. 

Not only did she have the opportu
nity to gaze over all of General 
Washington's estate via an enchanting 
midsummer night walk, she occasionally 
had the chance to relish the view in the 
Western saddle while enjoying an evening 
horse ride. She watched the magnolias 
bloom and the fireflies dance. She spent 
many evenings relaxing on the piazza of 
the mansion, captivated by the majesty 
of the night sky and the quiet serenade of 
the Potomac River. She spent hours chat
ting and giggling with newly found friends 
while traveling to such intriguing places 
as St. Mary's City, Williamsburg, an Amish 
farm in Lancaster, Pa., Montpelier, 
Monticello, Busch Gardens, and Carter's 
Grove. She spent many of her free days in 
Washington, D.C., and enriched her mind 
while spending time at the Smithsonian 
museums, the Holocaust Museum, the 
Library of Congress, the Supreme Court 
building and Capitol Hill as well as many 
other fascinating places. 

Each and every day had something 
new in store for her. Three days a week 
were spent at the Pioneer fann site, where 
she did a lot of historic and hands-on in
terpreting. She never knew that she was 
capable of talking so much! She explained 
one of George Washington's most creative 
inventions, the 16-sided treading barn, 
with a flail in one hand and a grain of 
wheat in the other. At the fire site, she 
made hoe cakes while discussing 
Washington's fanning techniques, busi
ness ventures and his life in general. She 
enlisted the help of many children to hoe 
com and potatoes, cut oats and wheat 
with a sickle, comb flax and grind com 
with a mortar and pestle. She met people 
from England, Germany, France and even 
her hometown. 

Erin Barkow, granddaughter of Marvin 
and Joan Bunn of Rockford, ML is a sopho
more at Central Michigan University in 
Mount Pleasant, MI 

She also spent a 
day a week with a 
livestock depart
ment, so she didn't 
forget what it felt like 
to pitch manure and .. 
haul water. She 
learned how to hitch 
teams of horses and 
mules, use horses 
and mules to tread in 
the treading barn, 
and shear sheep the 
18th century way. 
She had fun helping 
with the chores and 
taking care of all the 
chickens, turkeys, 
hogs, sheep, oxen, 
horses and mules. 
She learned how it 
felt to work out in the 
fields in 100 percent 

Erin Barkow visits with a young friend whom she taught to 
crack com at Mount Vernon. 

humidity. A knee-length shift, an ankle 
length skirt, a bodice piece, and straw hat 
became her normal attire. Makeup, nail 
polish and jewelry were foreign. 

She pored over books one day a week 
while researching in the library at Mount 
Vernon, where access to primary docu
ments greatly embellished her research 
experience. Midwifery was her chosen 
topic, since the concept greatly intrigued 
her. Who were the midwives? How did 
society view childbirth? How much time 
did slave women have between giving 
birth and returning to the fields for a gru
eling day's work? Where did infants and 
toddlers stay during the workday? These 
are questions that she was able to find 
some answers to, but her small discover
ies led to even greater mysteries. 

So not only did this young woman get 
to work and live with five other great 
people her age, she learned a great deal 
about George Washington, slave life and 
18th century history in general. 

She began to understand how social 
inequalities are perpetuated over time, 
and she gained a deeper appreciation for 
education and history. Even though she's 
thankful for modem conveniences, she 
began to appreciate the peacefulness that 
simplicity brings. This story, my friends, 
is far from the end; in fact, it is only just 

beginning. She will always fondly remem
ber her experience at Mount Vernon, and 
it will be with a joyful heart that she be
gins the next chapter of opportunity that 
life has to off er. 

Next Intern Sought 

Wanted:Summer Intern for Mount Vernon. 
Description: Male or Female, 18 - 22 years of age. 
Available Internships: Pioneer Farm: Learn about 
George Washington and his agribusiness using 18th 
century methods and discuss this with visitors as they 
tour the farm site. Curatorial: Assess artifacts while 
doing research on 18th century items, based on 
documented household and personal possessions of 
George and Martha Washington. 
Be willing to: Learn public speaking; wear 18th 
century style clothing; work a 5-day week for 10 
weeks, June to August; take field trips; receive a 
weekly stipend; live in modern quarters at Mount 
Vernon; learn about George Washington and his 
estate; possibly receive college credit; use this time as 
an opportunity to do additional research. 
The 2001 intern program had three students with an 
M-WTCA affiliation. 
For additional information or application form, 
contact: Doug Cox 2938 Cynthiana Rd. Georgetown, 
Ky. 40324 (502) 863-1407 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

Franklin Displays Reflect a Personal Touch 

S ix women beautifully and creatively 
. " 1 in-corporated the theme "The Fab
~ ric of Our Lives" into their displays 
at Franklin, TN. Literally through sew
ing and its related items and figuratively 
through words, each woman interpreted 
the theme using her own special collec
tions. This personal spin on the theme 
produced an interesting array of items. 

Helen Devitt was awarded Most Nos
talgic and Best of Show with "The Fab
ric of Our Lives." The lovely and intri
cately stitched clothing showcased 
Helen's sewing talent. Her mother's quilt 
provided an appropriate backdrop for the 
diverse grouping of clothing which in
cluded outfits for a baby, little girls, a 
young man, and adults. Photographs de
picting family members wearing the 
clothing indicated the special way these 
outfits touched her family's lives. 

Faye Beckwith's display "Singer Toy 
Sewing Machines 1910 -1955" received 
the Most Fun award. This large assort
ment of toy sewing machines not only de
lighted every one viewing her display, but 
also triggered memories of sewing doll 
clothes and playing dress up with dolls. 
Also included in the display were "how 
to" booklets with colorful illustrations for 
the young seamstress. What a great trea
sure these little machines must have 
been for their young owners. 

Women's Auxiliary Officers 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

Ann Boltz 
Arlene Fritchen 
Helen Devitt 
Barb Slasinski 

All material for The Women's Auxiliary 
Pages should be sent to THE GRIST
MILL editor: 

Mary Lou Stover 
S76 W19954 Prospect Drive 
Muskego, WI 53150 

Peggy McBride's "Hand Crank Sew
ing Machines" won Most Historic. The 
attractively decorated machines recalled 
a bygone era. The unusual hand cranks 
were a reminder of the days when house
hold tasks were accomplished by hand 
power, not electrical power. 

Kathleen Holmes garnered Most 
Original with her display entitled "The 
Fabric of Our Lives." With her unusual 
spin on the theme, her display highlighted 
the "threads of legal documents" in our 
lives. Through an assortment of vintage 
personal correspondence, the display 
emphasized legal documents that might 
pass through the hands of a notary pub
lic. 

Outstanding Collection went to Joey 
Gilmore with "Mending the Fabric of Our 
Lives." This colorful display and large se
lection of sewing implements brought 
back comforting memories of home and 
mother doing her mending. Kits such as 
these were an integral part of every 
woman's daily life, and it was a pleasure 

to see these sewing items appreciated and 
so beautifully displayed. 

Best Variety was awarded to Jeanne 
Price for "Sometimes the Fabric of Our 
Lives Needs Mending." This impressive 
display of sewing kits emphasized the in
valuable and portable tools - both utili
tarian and beautiful - of the seamstress. 
These charming items were an indication 
of the pride women took in their own spe
cial tools. 

Thank you to the women who set up 
these striking and arresting displays. Al
ways interesting is the clever and per
sonal way each woman puts her display 
together. Thanks also to awards' chair
person Susan Witzel and the judges: Pam 
Rosebrook, Janet Eckstein and Ann Boltz. 

The women truly enjoy seeing the 
displays. For the Decatur meeting, plan 
to bring your own display. Include your 
name, a title for the display and a cover 
for the table. 

!Jron2 !he Yf.es1denl. .. 
ul ello from Pennsylvania ... I am hon
trt ored to be Auxiliary president and 
~ will do my best to continue in the 

fine tradition of the past presidents. 

We have just returned from the beau
tiful state of Tennessee. A heartfelt thank 
you is extended to Lynne and Kerry 
McCalla for their hospitality at the won
derful meeting they hosted. The programs 
were delightful. The tours were to the 
Carnton Plantation, a lovely antebellum 
home, and to the Carter House, which of
fered a poignant vignette of the Civil War 
battle at Franklin. 

Throughout the meeting old acquain
tances were renewed and new friendslups 
were formed. If you missed this terrific 
meeting, place the Decatur meeting on 
your calendar. I understand some inter
esting activities are being planned. 

In addition, these meetings afford a 

golden opportunity to extend your trip and 
see the beauty that our country has to 
offer. We spent four days in Nashville. We 
visited the Ryman Auditorium (the origi
nal Grand Ole Opry), saw the brand new 
Country Music Hall of Fame, cruised the 
Cumberland River on the General Jack
son paddle wheel boat, and enjoyed coun
try music at the Grand Ole Opry. It was 
great fun. 

Plan a family vacation around the 
M-WTCA meetings. Participate in all of 
the meeting's activities and then go "trip
ping" around the US. Savor the sights, 
attractions, and hospitality of these 
places. 

Weather the winter well. See you in 
Decatur. 

-Ann Boltz 
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Franklin Newsmakers 

Top photo: Winners at the franklin, 
TN, meet. Left to right: Faye 

Beckwith, Peggy McBride, Joey 
Gilmore, Helen Devitt and Jeanne 

Price. 

On the left, new Auxiliary officers 
were sworn in at Franklin. Left to 

right, president Ann Boltz, secretary 
Helen Devitt and treasurer Barb 

Slasinski. Not pictured: vice 
presedent Arlene Fritchen. 

Harriot Baker's "Mount Vernon - Home of George Washington" won the Best out of 
Theme award at the Battle Creek, Ml, meet. 

A Touch of Love -
From GI Daddy Buss 

By Susan Witzel 

1f he collection presented in my display 
tl shows how a touch of love through let

ters can last for generations. How lucky I 
am to have both a dad who cared enough 
to write letters to his young daughter 
while he was a GI in World War II and 
also a mother with foresight enough to 
hold these letters in safekeeping and pass 
them on when they would be appreciated. 
My mother had carefully tucked my dad's 
letters into a cigar box - the one that held 
the cigars he shared when announcing my 
birth. What a special gift it is to me! 

Also included in my display at Battle 
Creek is the stuffed dog, Lewie, that I re
ceived from my dad on Christmas of 1945. 
I called him Lewie because my dad was 
stationed at Fort Lewis, WA, at that time. 
As you can tell by looking at him, he has 
been well loved. I slept with him every 
night. I guess he was my connection with 
Daddy Buss when he wasn't home with 
us. 

After reading the letters through 
many times, I have decided that my dad 
was trying to help mom keep me under 
control as best he could from a long dis
tance. There is almost always a reference 
to being a good girl, minding Mother, and 
helping with my new baby brother. It was 
all reinforced with Dentyne chewing gum 
which must have been a super treat. 

The pictures in my display tell a war
time story, too. Our family was lucky 
enough to have happy endings. Not many 
families were as fortunate. 

One of the other treasures in my ex
hibit is the record my dad made and sent 
to me, courtesy of Pepsi Cola. I don't re
member ever hearing it. This spring I de
cided it would be wonderful if I could hear 
the message my dad had sent to me. I 
didn't know if it would even be possible 
after all these years. I found a wonderful 
new friend in a perfect stranger who 
helped me realize my dream. Rick Sell
ers of KMRY radio station in Cedar Rap
ids, IA, was kind enough to try to tape 
my dad's message to me. Because of the 
cracks in the record from years of the 
cardboard's shrinking and expanding un
der the thin plastic layer, it was difficult 
to make out a lot of it. However, Rick 
made both a tape for me and cut a CD -

Continued on page 26 
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A Touch of Love -
From GI Daddy Buss 

for which I am very thankful. What a spe
cial gift he gave to me! 

My dad was in the service for 15 
months. He was sent to China. However, 
he says he never really did much except 
sightsee because he was a father. By the 
time he got there, they were trying to re
call all the Gls who were fathers. I know 
he told me he walked on the Great Wall 
of China. He brought back beautiful red 
silk pajamas for me. There was a Japa
nese pipe among the souvenirs and a beau
tiful red silk wallhanging, too. I remem
ber going to Chicago when my dad came 
home from the service. We stayed with 
my Aunt Emma and Uncle Art. We drove 
to a place where there were so many build
ings and tents and more soldiers than I 
could imagine. That's when my dad came 
home to stay. 

Judges' Choice: "A Touch of Love from GI Daddy Buss," by Susan Witzel. 

In 194 7 our family got together for 
another family picture. I know my 
Grandma and Grandpa Smith were glad 
to have their family back together safe and 
sound. My Uncle Smitty, their only son, 
was back from his stint in the Army in 
Okinawa. My dad was back from China, 
and my Uncle Jim who was in the Air Force 
was back, too. Uncle Smitty took lots of 
pictures of scenery and temples, but I 
never asked him about the war. Would 
anyone have really told me what it was 

lik ? e. 

I do know that the letters, sent with 
love, from my favorite GI - Daddy Buss -
will be a treasure for me and my family 
for years to come. Letters, sent with a 
touch of love, will bind our families to
gether across the generations. I'm so 
thankful for my special family treasures 
that are connected to a special time in our 
country's history. May we never forget the 
sacrifices made by our servicemen and the 
great debts we owe them. 
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Valentines and a magazine cover painted by her uncle 
were featured in Phyllis Moffet' s Battle Creek display. 

. 

Touch of Love - Letters 
By Phyllis Moffet 

\Jalentines, then love stamps, and in the 
Yi end love letters gave rise to the idea 
for my display in Battle Creek. The key 
items in my display are rose petals from 
my granddaughter's wedding which took 
place recently, love letters, and a maga
zine cover featuring my uncle's painting. 

The love letters in the display were 
written by a soldier, a relative, in 1919. 
Another one of the highlights in the dis
play is a 1935 cover of Farmer's Wife 
Magazine. The picture on the cover is from 
a painting entitled Love Letters done by 
my uncle Eugene Iverd. My uncle lived in 
East Lansing for years, and he died in 
1936. The museum in Erie, PA, has quite 
a few of his original works. He did 28 Post 
Magazine covers, a few other magazine 
covers, and one other Farmer's Wife cover. 
I have been able to collect all of the cov
ers over the years at antique shows, flea 
markets, and the like. 

Collecting has been a part of our lives 
for more than 40 years. One of these days 
we will have to work as hard at getting 
new homes for our collectibles as we have 
worked at collecting them. My advice to 
new collectors is to buy the best you can 
afford - not necessarily quantity, but the 
best. 
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Jockeytown School Days 
By Kathleen Holmes 

l!frhe idea for this display at Battle Creek 
ti was generated from my family history 

and memorabilia from J ockeytown. My in
formation dates from 1874 to 1909. My 
husband's great-great-grandfather taught 
there, along with other great-great aunts 
and uncles, making this display special 
to me. 

The school was used at one time for 
trading horses and mules. The first taxa
tion records noted were $50 for a school
house fund, $150 for the teachers' fund 
and $50 for a contingency fund. The 
school year was an eight-month designa
tion - 2 1/2 for spring, 4 for winter, and 1 
1/2 for summer. Later the official length 
became 9 months. There was a lengthy 
discussion before the School Board voted 
to purchase single seats for the school 
room. 

Most children walked to school. 
There was a school house on every 4-mile 
section. One family had six girls and one 
boy. Interestingly, one of the girls ( on ro
tation) would always miss school, stay
ing home to help Mother. 

It would, at times, be noted in the 
teacher's book "This child does not speak 
English." Sometimes there was more than 
one non-English speaking child - and not 
necessarily the same language. And we 
think this is a new challenge in the class
room. 

Grade books, minutes from the board 
of directors' meetings, and contracts for 
teachers are key items in the display. 
These items have been in the family's pos
session for generations. 

Care must be taken with the items 
because the books are fragile and the 
writing is fading. My advice for new col
lectors is collect that which you respond 
to personally and become enthusiastic 
over. 

This verse Helen Thames Raley was 
included in my display, and shows how 
the past and present intertwine. 

Deep are these roots, 
inescapable, restorative. 

I thought about how life had gone on, genera
tion after generation. 

Judges' Choice: "Jockeytown School Days," by Kathleen Holmes. 

Perhaps the past is 
really never gone, but 
always a part of the 
present. 

Lingering there in the 
quietness, I gathered 
up the people, the 
places, the little 
fragments of another 
time. 

A TOUCH OF LOVE 

y... Ii 

Q 

June 1s·16·17, 2001 

Judges' Choice: "Quilts Make Warm Friends," by Dell Edwards. 

Quilts Make Warm Friends 

By Dell Edwards 

If n my display at Battle Creek, MI, I com
~ bined my mother's portable sewing ma
chine with my love of children's books and 
my love of fabrics, making this display 
special to me. Key items of the display 
are children's books pertaining to quilt
ing and the old portable Singer sewing 
machine that has seen very little use. 

My mother purchased the portable 
Singer machine. Although she was artis
tic but not really domestic, she didn't re-

ally use the machine. As a result, the 
machine is in mint condition. At the Battle 
Creek meeting, Peggy McBride explained 
to me that the machine is a centennial 
edition (1951 to 2001). The Singer ma
chine is 50 years old this year. Therefore, 
the machine is even more special and very 
collectible. I feel fortunate to have what 
has now become a family heirloom. 

My advice to new exhibitors is that 
setting up a display and getting involved 
is more fun than sitting around and watch
ing others. 
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The Princess 
Lace Loom 

By Peggy McBride 

i he Princess Lace 
Loom dates to the 

beginning of the 
1900s. The machine 
was patented Nov. 
24, 1903, and was 
offered for the price 
of $5. It was the be
ginning of a new mil
lennia, and Ameri
cans could cure any- Judges' Choice: "The Princess I.ace Loom," by Peggy McBride. 
thing, make any-
thing, do anything. 
All they needed was a machine. 

According to the advertising, "This 
inexpensive Princess Lace Loom will 
make it possible for you to wear the fin
est lace, impress your friends with gifts 
of heirloom lace you make yourself, and 
make money besides, all in your spare 
time." 

An additional selling point stated 
that more than 25,000 of the machines 
had been sold and that the company re
ceived complimentary letters daily prais
ing the machines in "the highest terms." 
The ladies writing the letters also ex
plained how easily they have learned to 
use the machines and how pleased they 
are with the Princess Lace Loom. 

The company also added that if you 
wish to make money this is a splendid 
opportunity to do so. They stressed that 
the market for these laces was practi-

cally unlimited and they would purchase 
all the lace you could send them. The 
Torchon Lace Company called the Prin
cess Lace Loom a "household necessity." 

With 20/20 hindsight, the advertis
ing is too good to be true, but finding one 
of these little treasures today is a fun ad
dition to a collection. 

Made with Love 
By Joan Bunn 

i he idea.for my display was a result of a 
car accident m 1977. I had a traumatic 

laceration of my right hand, and for nine 
months I was not very good at doing many 
things. 

Making a pie for the holidays was a 

chore. However, that year Pillsbury intro
duced "ready made" pie crusts -just un
fold it, put in a filling, and place it in the 
oven. To me, baking a pie represents an 
accomplishment through therapy. 

The key items in my display at Battle 
Creek include the pastry board as a base, 
a linen towel, a clear glass rolling pin, a 
Pillsbury can, an Armour Lard bucket, and 
an 1865 "recipe" on a slate. Using these 
items to make Apple Berry pie means 
"made with love." 

M.I. Hummel 
Miniature Figurines 

By Joan Fehn 

II have been collecting Hummel minia
~ tures since 1984 when my son brought 
me the first ones from Switzerland. Since 
that time both my husband and son have 
added to my collection, which makes it 
special to me. 

M. I. Hummel figurine miniatures are 
replicas of the beloved Hummel figurines 
and are made by the Robert Olszewski 
Studio. Using the ancient lost wax mold
ing technique, artisans cast each figurine 
individually from molten bronze. The min
iature figurines are then hand painted in
dividually to match their full-sized coun
terparts. More than 50 steps are taken to 
paint one figure. Despite the tiny size, 
each figure is faithful to the original in 
expression and detail. 

Continued on page 29 

Pie baking was featured in"Made with Love" by Joan Bunn. Judges' Choice: "M.I. Hummel Miniatures," by Joan Fehn. 
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MECHANICAL IMPLEMENT; SIMPLE DEVICE; HISTORY 

By Don Bosse 

In writing for this last issue of the 
GRISTMILL for the year 2001, I paused 
to reflect on the events of the past year. 

The one thing that struck me is that 
just when I thought I had "seen it all," 
there was always one more auction or sale 
list to prove me wrong. Each new catalog 
that came in the mail had some "never 
been seen before" tool or "rare variation" 
that turned up in someone's barn or base
ment. Or maybe they came from some vast 
collection that was being made available 
for the tool appreciating public at large. 
Where have all these wonderful items 
been all these years ? How could we not 
know about them ? Many have been right 
in front of us, sitting in display cases, on 
bookshelves, in tool chests and on top of 
TVs for years. 

If you have taken the time to read my 
column, then I would ask that you take 
the time to ponder that which you hold so 
dear. Give your tools a second look. If you 
have something unique or unusual, why 
not share the knowledge of it with oth
ers? The researchers listed here would 
love to here from you. Why not make 
someone's day brighter? We all will ben
efit from your generosity of knowledge. 

If what you own is not what some
one is researching, then why not write an 
article for the GRISTMILL about it? Life 
is short and like it or not someone else 
will eventually own your tools. Don't wait 
for that next owner to tell the story, leave 
your mark on the tool world today. 

If you would like to be added to this 
list of researchers, please contact me at: 
Don Bosse 8154 9th Street Place North, 
Oakdale, MN 55128. (651) 735-3590. 
mwtcabosse@worldnet.att.net 

The Researchers: 

John Freeman, (415) 752-2857 
**September 2001 "Liberty Bell Plane Series 
Mfd. By Stanley" 

Allan Klenman, (250) 383-2321 
**September 2001 "Axe Makers of North 
America" 

Todd Friberg, (815) 398-0602 
**September 2001 "Pre-1920 Saws, Saw Steel 
and Saw Working Tools" 

A SlllJJD1 Ont 

Mel Miller, (309) 274-4973 
** June 2001 "Davis Levels" 

George Wanamaker, (309) 836-6872 
** March 2001 "Master Rule Manufacturing Co." 
"Dahl Manufacturing Co." 

John Wells, (510) 848-3651 Paul Van Pernis, 
(715) 682-9229 
**December 2000 "Leonard Bailey Edge Tools 
1855 to 1869" 

Lou Nachman, (704) 875-1833 
**December 2000 "Montgomery Wards Earlier 
Lakeside Handplanes" 

Jay Ricketts, (404) 378-0266 
**September 2000 "No-Set saws" 

John Adams, (931) 732-4400 
**June 2000 "Small Trimming Planes, All 
Makers" 

E. J. "Al" Renier, (612) 937-0393 
**March 2000 "Tools of the Nordic Nations" 

Ray Fredrich, (847) 398-2642 
**March 2000 "Patented Mechanical Nail Pullers" 

Tim Everette, (910) 739-7163 
**March 2000 "102 and 103 Block Planes" 

Cliff Fales, (313) 987-3849 
**September 1999 "Spiral Ratchet ScrewUrivers" 

Chuck Prine, (412) 561-6408 
**September 1999 "Carpentry Planemakers of 
Western Pennsylvania and Environs" 

John Wells, (510) 848-3651 
** September 1999 "Metallic Mitre Planes" 

Charles Hegedus, (770) 974-7508 

** September 1999 "Stanley Pocket Levels" 
"Sargent's Shaw's Patent" 

William Warner, (717) 843-8105 John 
Tannehill, (717) 464-4378 
** September 1999 "E.W. Carpenter Patented 
Planes" 

Dave Heckel, (217) 345-9112 
** September 1999 "Seigley #2 Plow Planes" 
"Stanley 45s, A Complete Study" 

Bob St. Peters (618) 462-0229 
** September 1999 "Israel White, 3 Arm Plow 
Planes" "Bench Planes (wooden) With Crout 
Style Cutters Affixed to Their Soles" 

Tom Lamond (516) 596-1281 
** September 1999 "Scrapers, Woodworking and 
Related Trades" "Drawknives" 

Milt Bacheller (508) 699-2570 
** September 1999 "Patented & Manufactured 
Marking Gauges" 

Don Rosebrook (504) 673-4049 
** September 1999 "Levels" 

Emery L. Goad, (316) 838-3465 
** September 1999 "Bicycle Tools, Pre 1920" 

Scott Lynk, (802) 877-3775 
** December 1999 "Stanley Special Rules and 
Stanley Rules Not Listed In Any Catalog" 

Tom Lamond, (516) 596-1281 
** December 1999 "All Known Brand Names & 
Logos Used By Local Wholesale Hardware 
Concerns" 

** Denotes Gristmill issue with full details of the 
study listed. 

M.I. Hummel Miniature Figurines 
Continued from page 28 

In the initial year of release, a lim
ited edition of each figurine is produced, 
bearing a "First Edition" backstamp and 
a studio mark indicating the year of pro
duction. Subsequent figurine miniatures 
are produced in identical fashion and bear 
a "Second Release" backstamp, along 
with the year of production. I had 17 "First 
Edition" figurines in my display at Battle 
Creek which I received as presents from 
my husband and son. 

The buildings are made by the same 

studio as the figurines and are called 
"Along Kinderway." A journey along 
Kinderway, this charming setting for the 
miniatures, is a fanciful encounter with 
smiling, happy, innocent children. 

The miniature figures and buildings 
are among my favorite possessions and 
are on display at all times in my home. I 
have one more figurine and one more 
building to collect, and then I will have 
the collection I would like to have. I hope 
you have enjoyed this collection as much 
as I do. 
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By 0. M. Ramsey 

Item SB Fred Young of Niles, MI, 
will be having the joy of a boy with this 
new toy, especially since he brought it 
all the way to the Battle Creek meeting 
last spring and the gang struck out. But 
now the big hitters from Wisconsin have 
hit three home runs. Larry Pennel of 
Osceola called to let me know that this 
cant hook (kindo) is used by sawyers. It 
rotates the cutting stock on the carriage 
of a saw mill after it gets down to the 
size for which a standard log rolling hook 
is too large. 

Larry Burch of Merrill refers to it 
as a pulp tong for picking up firewood 
sticks in the woods. He has adapted it 
to fasten to his tractor and it costs about 
$10 at a respectable flea market. He was 
a collector of them. 

Now the real clincher. Donald 
Christianson of Bruce makes them in his 
blacksmith shop. I guess it really doesn't 
matter if you call them a type of cant 
hook for turning wood or a pulp tong for 
picking up large sticks, they are pretty 
much the same kind of job. Thanks to 
the boys from Wisconsin. They do more 
than make good cheese. 

Item SC I spotted this unique con
tainer at the Indiana tool swap at 
Darley's Barn last August and misplaced 
the owner's name, but he will be pop
ping his buttons when you tell him. 

It is 10-inches long with 16-1/2 inch 
by 3/4 inch holes in it and numbered from 
18 to 25 1/2 by 1/2 increments. The in-

Item SD 

TOOL MYSTERIES 

Item SC 

dividual covers slide in a set of slots on 
either side of the stick. The container has 
a spring-loaded snap button to keep cov
ers over their respective compartments, 
which have an assortment of round pins 
pointed on one end and square on the 
other. I couldn't tell if the difference was 
in the length or diameter of the pins. The 
name "SCHAFF" was stamped into one 
of the covers. I talked to a bank vault spe
cialist, but he struck out. Let's 
hope one of you can 
hit a home run and 
make the anonymous 
owner happy. 

Item SD The 
owner of this pair of 
castings said that 
could have them if I 
could identify them. 
From my foundry ex
periences they ap
pear to be a flash for 
making metallic den-

tal bridges. They lock together very 
closely and have two holes in which to 
pour precious metal and have traces of 
plaster of Paris. Any clamping devices, if 
any, are missing. The castings have the 
name of "R & R Co" and "TOLEDO O" on 
them. Are we going in the right direction? 

Item SE Jack Devitt showed me this 
gadget last summer with a sincere look 

Continued on page 32 

Item SF 

"YANKEE" 
North Brothers Manufacturing Product Guide 

• 6-1/2" X 9" hard cover 

• 231 pages of tools and 
kitchen appliances 

• Includes screwdrivers, 
drills, vises, tool kits, accessories, etc. 

• Shepard, Gem, Lightning, 
Blizzard, American and other 
Ice cream freezers, Crown 
and Star Ice breakers and 
numerous other kitchen appliances. 

• History of North Brothers' company. 

• Record of prices realized. 

• A must for tool collectors and merchants! 

North Brothers' 
Manulaclunng Company 

. Product Gulde 

■ ··Y..\1\KEE'.., 
HAa,-• 

~[i]~ 
~ '-:-;--,.:-;-_-;:-· ~·-~ 

Price: $36.00 plus $3.00 shipping/handling ships to anywhere In the contiguous 
United States. Wisconsin residents edd $2.15 sales tax. 

Joe Ward • 354 Inverness Tr. Ct., ♦ Baraboo WI, 53913 ♦ 608/356-2102 
joeward@midplains.net 
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BRAINTEASERS, RIDDLES & OTHER FUN 

By Hunter Pilkinton 

As I write this, the fall 2001 meeting •r at Franklin, TN, is history. It was 
!! nice to have a national meeting so 
close to my home, only 80 miles or so. 

Due to a busy schedule and limited 
stamina, Jean and I chose to attend on 
Thursday only, the tailgate sales day. My 
scooter and I made it just fine, and I got 
some nice things as souvenirs, as well as 
a chance to renew old friendships. 

Roger and Marsha Smith finally got 
to visit us and came down Sunday ahead 
of the meeting, leaving on Monday to get 
in on early action at the meeting. Roger 
and I have been friends for 25 years or 
more, and I've been trying to get him to 
come visit almost as long. Roger says his 
visit was "very worthwhile." 

Then following the meeting, Gene and 
Mary Anne Epting of Irmo, SC, visited on 
Monday. He liked all of the tools but sorta 
skimmed over some categories. He perked 
up at the wrench collection and exploded 
at my socket collection. I had about a 
pickup truck load of socket sets, and he 
pulled out every one and examined it! 
Then on Tuesday, Bob and Sandy Weaver 
and Bob and Joey Gilmore of Modesto, CA, 
visited. They had stayed over to explore 
Middle Tennessee. They landed in 
Dickson, TN, 30 miles from me and vis
ited an old hardware store with tool cu
rios hung all over. Well, the owner called 
me and so we got a visit from the Gilmores 
too. I had not known them before, but now 
we are friends. 

Now back to reality. Had only two 
answers sent in to puzzles in the Septem
ber 2001 issue of The GRISTMILL, one 
from regular Ashley Kennedy of Evanston, 
IL, and another from faithful reader B. G. 
Thomas of Cheltenham, Ontario, and one 
comment letter from a new member, Rob
ert Pitts of Kenton, TN, and a late reply 
from Robert Brackett of Falmouth, ME, 
replying to the June 2001 issue of The 
GRISTMILL. 

Now for puzzle answers for the Sep
tember 2001 issue of The GRISTMILL. 

Puzzle 1 Take 12 matches and form 
3 squares (not connected) one match for 
each side of the square. Take away 2 
matches (any two) and leave 2. You may 

Puzzle 1 

rearrange the remaining matches. 

Answer The wording "sucked in" all 
two who replied. The fact that you "may" 
(have to) rearrange the remaining 
matches is a giveaway. To leave 2 matches 
would not need rearranging and 12 less 2 
cannot equal 2 left. The trick is that the 
remaining 10 matches are used to spell 
out the word TWO. Sorry, fellas. It's an 
old puzzle, and I never said I wouldn't get 
sneaky. 

Puzzle 2 Using 16 coins with alter
nate coins in both horizontal and vertical 
columns being different (see sketch). 
Move 2 coins to different positions so the 
16 coins will be columns containing all 
pennies or nickles with the left hand col
umn all nickles, the second all pennies, 
and so on. For answer, see sketch below. 

t!N~S 

N()lv ON 
~ 'SJ.~ltl.,, 

Semi-whats it 

Puzzle 3 Semi-whatsit (see sketch) 
The tool is used as a holddown when tight
ening a bolt of a buggy tire (steel rim). 
Hook the tool under the rim and bear 
down so the screwdriver-like projection 
bears on the bolt head (usually 
countrersunk). Then a wrench was used 
to tighten the nut. An awkward job made 
easy. Lee Liles of Sulfur, OK, identified 
the tool and said a fellow blacksmith col
lector had several of these. 

Now for this issue's puzzles. 

Puzzle 1 (See sketch) Study the fig
ures carefully and see if you can deduce 
the correct figure by changing positions 
of the parts of the figure as done in the 
example. 

Puzzle 2 A man with a phobia about 
doctors notices a large black growth had 
appeared on his head. Even though he has 
no medical or surgical experience, he 
manages to successfully remove the 
growth. How? 

Puzzle 3 Why do English men use 
more soap than Irish men without being 
noticeably cleaner? 

Puzzle 4 Take 2 small coins and 
place them on a table so they touch. You 
may touch one coin but not move it and 
move the other but not touch it. How can 
you move the coins apart so you can in-

sert a book between 
them? Puzzles from 
MENSA, "Mighty 
Brain Teasers" by 
Robert Allen and 
Josephine Fulton 
1995, published by 
Barnes & Noble. 

Send replies to: 
Hunter Pilkinton, 
2431 Highway 13, 
South, Waverly, TN 
37185. Phone (931) 
296-3218. 
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Item SD 

Buv, SELL, BARGAIN 

MARIETPILACE 

RoyVTools 
Old Tools 

V's Antiques 
Located at Continued from page 30 

on his face and said, "What is it?" In 
this day of electric and gas clothes dry
ers and rules that prohibit outdoor 
clothes lines, it might surprise many 
that this rare vintage tool was used to 
wind up clothesline in a figure 8 pat
tern when not in use. 

Antiques Center of Illinois, Wheeling, IL 
Volo Antique Mall III, Volo, IL 

4000 + Old Tools of All Trades and Makers 
Planes, Rules, Levels, Squares, Shaves, Chisels, 

Gauges and Much More! 
Item SF This 24-inch tool also 

comes frm the Devitt tool depository. 
The working jaws have diagonal, same 
directed, 1/2 inch spaced teeth. Pretty 
big for hickory nuts, don't you think? 

Inquiries Invited 
Telephone: 847-382-3831 

Fax: 847-382-3513 
E-mail: RoyVTools@AOL.com 

Once again, if you have a tool or 
other gadget of unknown use, call me 
and we '11 try to find out for you. 

Visit our website: www.RoyVTools.com 
U.S. Mail: P.O. box 3254, Barrington, IL 60010 

O.M. Ramsey 
8114-lA Bridgeway Cir. 

Fort Wayne, IN 46816 
(219) 447-2099 

Looking for a great stocking stuffer ....... . 

STANLEY TOOLS 
2001 Pocket Price Guide 

by John Walter 

Stanley Tools have proven to be the investment 
that beats the stock market anyday. That's some 
real unfaltering strength ! Although the market 
conditions have only stable within the last few 
months, values continue to be as solid as a rock. 
Just out and still "hot off the press" convenient 
pocket size make it the essential field reference. 

275 pages, over 1200 illustrations. 

Order your copy today, still only $10.00 plus $2.00 shipping. Ohio residents add 65 cents sales tax. 
Visa/MC orders call 740-373-9973 to expedite Christmas delivery or send check/MO to: 

John Walter c/o The Old Tool Shop - 208 Front St. - Marietta, OH. 45750 
Publishing on Stanley tools since 1985, watch for a new revised edition of "the big book" in 2002 
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WANTED 

Wanted: For research. Tools marked W. Beatty-Spring
field , PA; W. Beatty-Waterville, PA; R. Beatty; J. Beatty & 
Bro.; J. Beatty & Co.; T.F. Beatty-Pottstown, PA; T. Beatty
Pottstown, PA; Caldwell Edge Tool Co.; Franklin Edge 
Tool Co.; Penna Tool Co.; Beatty & Ogden; Beatty & Fifer; 
and Beatty Edge Tool Co. If you have any tools with these 
marks, would you please contact Charles Beatty, 566 
North Shore Drive, South Haven, Ml 49090. (616) 637-
9265, cbeaty@btc-bci.com 

Wanted: Plomb brand mechanics tools. Any Pre-Proto 
tools or tool boxes. Bob Byron, 19 Channel View Lane, 
Hoquiam, WA 98550. (360) 533-5518 or (360) 532-
2764. E-mail bobb ron@techline.com 

Wanted: Tools of any sort made by the Sandusky Tool Co. 
I don 't have them all yet! Also, catalogs, advertising and 
related material. John Walkowiak, 3452 Humboldt Ave., 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 (612) 824-0785. 

Wanted: Tools to complete Sargent VBM Tool Cabinet. 
Sargent Tool handle #132 cocobolo - 12 tools. Sargent 
gas pliers #25 -6 inch. Sargent VBM saw #17 -18 inch. 
John F. Delay, 255 Colonial Rd., Guilford, CT 06437. 
Email J.C.Delay2000@aol.com (203) 453-4281. 

Wanted: Winchester items, tools, sporting goods or 
advertising. No firearms. Collections or pieces OK. Please 
advise price and condition. David McDonald, 14211 
Kellywood Lane, Houston, TX 77079. (281) 558-5236 
undermc@gateway.net 

Winchester collector: wants any non-gun Winchester" 
items, especially sports, pre-1940 advertising, or any 
items "new, in the box." Will trade or buy collections. 
Tim Melcher (918) 786-8500, e-mail: 
tmelcher@greencis.net or try my Web site: 
www.thewinchesterstore.com 

FOR SALE 
For sale: Tool collectors Catalogs & Books no longer in 
business. Send SASE for list. Curt Lind, 120 Stahl, 
Washington, IL 61571. 

For sale: English planes (mostly 18th century) plus some 
American and primitives. send SASE for list. James 
Baird, 916 East St., Fort Atkinson, WI 53538. 

Custom MAKERS STAMPS 
Plane Irons+Blaoks, 
Grinding and More! 

Send for brochwes-

MAZZA GLIA TOOLS 
PO Box 18 Groveland, MAO 1834 

Always buying Always Selling 

Pete Niederberger 
Used and Antique Tools and 

Parts for Same 
Mail Order Call Me and 

Come to the Shop 
415-924-8403 pniederber@aoLcom 

Buv, SELL, BARGAIN 

The Astragal Press 
Publishers of Classic Books on Early Tools, Trades, and Technology 

ISSUE 
March 

June 
September 

PRESENTS: 
• Completely revised 4th Edition 

• Over 4000 biographical entries 

• Over 5000 imprints 

• Almost 2700 wedge outlines 

• Almost 3000 individual ratings for judging 
relative scarcity and value 

• Extensive bibliography for research 

• 8½ x 11 • 480 Pgs. • Soft cover • $44.45 postpaid 

'7)tea4e «l/tite, eat£ M ~ ~ fUPt, ftU ~: 
P.O. Box 239, Mendham, NJ 07945 

Phone:973-543-3045 Fax:973-543-3044 

Visit Our Website At: www.astragalpress.com 

Advertising Information 
COPY DEADLINE 
January 10 
April 10 

July 10 

DISPLAY ADS - RATES 

SIZE COST 
Full page $180 

WORD 
LIMIT 

December October 10 Half page $ 105 
900 

450 

225 CLASSIFIED ADS - RATES 
$.18 per word - ALL words. 

$3.50 minimum per ad. 

Quarter page* $ 60 
Other sizes $9.50 per column inch 

(1 column is approx. 2-1/4" wide.) 25 word 
limit. 

*NOTE: For layout purposes, all quarter page ads must meet the following specifications: 
2 columns (4-7/8") wide x 3-3/4" tall. This is called a "double column size ad." 
Photos - additional $8 each (Polaroids not acceptable). Typesetting and borders are not included in 
the page rates. Special artwork will be charged at cost. We must have a sketch or rough drawing 
indicating how you want your ad laid out. Camera-ready ads are accepted at no additional charge. 

For your protection and complete satisfaction, ALL ads should be typewritten and double-spaced. If 
this is not possible, please PRINT legibly. 

Payment must accompany ad. Make checks payable to M-WTCA. At this time, advertising will be 
accepted only from M-WTCA members in good standing. For information and membership application, 
contact Paul Gorham at the address below or one of the officers whose address is shown on the inside 
front cover of this publication. 

Send all ads to: 
Paul Gorham, 811 Robin Glen, Indianola, IA 50125 (515) 962-5207 

email: pgorham2 70@aol.com or gristads@aol.com 
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Combination Level 
Rescued from Junk Pile 

II am an antique tool collector and make 
~reference to your article in the June 
2001 issue of The GRISTMILL, entitled 
"Chamberlain Level Combines Many 
Tools." 

Having read the article, I immediately 
went to my junk box and retrieved a very 
similar level I had thrown out, believing 
it to be incomplete. The manufacturer was 
WS. Batchelder and Co. of Pittsburgh, PA, 
patented Jan. 1, 1867. 

Thanks to you, this tool is now part 
of my collection. 

Jack Frazer 
Niagara Falls, 

Ontario, Canada 

TOOLTALK, OPINIONS 

IAClVAll 

Includes S&H 

~ ~ While Supplies Last 
Please mention this advertisement. 

"The SPOKESHAVE BOOK" 
MANUFACTURED and PATENTED 
SPOKESHAVES@ SIMILAR TOOLS 

. .. Identification of the Artifacts and Profiles of the Makers and Patentees 
by Thomas C. Lamond 

• 452 Pages • Hard bound • Over 1000 artifacts in B/W or Color Photos • Identifications • 
• Maker Info.• 100s of Diagrams & Ads• Type Study• Technical Info.• Glossaries & More• 

"The Spokeshave Book" (Includes book rate shipping & handling) $55.00 
Priority Mail (Continental U.S.Only) per book, Additional $3.50 

Ordersji-0111 outside the U.S.A. (book rate postage per book) Additional $7.00 
Order in time for the holidays! U.S. funds only 

Send name and rnmplete address Tom Lamond 
along wkheck or money order to: 30 Kelsey Place 

Most shi in within 24 hours. Lynbrook, NY 11563-1516 ISBN 0-9655401-0-3 

WOODWORKING 
HANDTOOLS 

The Illu"1'ated Encyclopedia c!fi 
WOODWORKING:. 

VOL I & VOL II 

A two-book set forming one of the most com
prehensive reference works for the handtool 
enthusiast - collector or user. Almost 600 

pages of essential information for the recogni
tion, evaluation, restoration, care, and use of 
woodworking handtools. 

I: TRADITIONAL WOODWORKING HANDTOOLS $50 

II: THE ILLUSTRATED ENCYCLOPEDIA oj WOODWORK
ING HANDTOOLS INSTRUMENTS & DEVICES $45 

- buy both volumes for only $85 and save 10% 

HAND1700LS 
lnslruments & Devices 

GRAHAM BLACKBURN 

"a book that stands out from the others ... to be read with pleasure and 
profit by anyone who cares about traditional woodworking tools" 
-EA/A: The Chronicle 

Mastercard or 
Visa accepted 

"great art and text ... the- illustrations themselves are enough reason 
to own Blackburn's newest" -MWTCA: The Gristmill 

384 pages • over 400 illustrations • large 
format: 8-1 /2 x 11 • fu 11 cloth, gold-stamped 
hardcover • only $50, autographed! 

BLACKBURN BOOKS 
PO Box487 
BEARSVILLE NY 12409 

tel/fax: (845) 679-5958 
email· orders@blackburnbooks.com 
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208 pages • 570+ illustrations • large format: 
8-1/2 x 11 • full cloth, gold-stamped hard-cover• 
over 600 tools described & completely cross
referenced • only $45, autographed! 

see more titles - visit our website: 
www.blackburnbooks.com 
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NEW MEMBERS OF THE MID-WEST TOOL COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION 

Alabama 
Chastain, Dicky 
Gavitt, Mack 
White, Gene 
California 
King, Charlie 
Connecticut 
Clark, Joshua 
Georgia 
McCook, J.K. 
Illinois 
Bongiovanni, Joseph 
Doyle, Gabe 
Feld, Rodney 
Hasek, John M. 
Massa, Jim 
McCallister, Brian 
Mills, Michael 
Nieffeldt, Andrew T. 
Ogren, Richard 
Osterud, Whitney 
Rice, Sean "Lucky" 
Ruyle, Robert D. 
Theilen, Kevin 
Thornton, Frank R. 

Geneva 
Cullman 
Athens 

Bodega Bay 

Stamford 

Macon 

Chicago 
Arlington Hts. 
Aurora 
Nauvoo 
Elmhurst 
Gurnee 
Winfield 
Manteno 
Downers Grove 
Chicago 
Chicago 
Downers Grove 
St. Charles 
Springfield 

66 ] 

Indiana 
Hammelman, Ronald 
Lynch, Orville G. 
Szalay, Emeric 
Iowa 
Anhalt, Tad 
Orr, Jim 
Schindler, Rudy S. 
Tetzloff, Philip 
Kansas 
Montgomery, Graham 
Kentucky 
Litton, Joe 
Maryland 
Donahue, Nason 
Michigan 
Haughey, Donald 0. 
Mogavero, Louis M. 
Minnesota 
Bell, George D. 
Nebraska 
Burger, Terry 
North Carolina 
Baron, Joseph 
Blue, Ron 

((J)U:ir ]I_J)liace ((J)Jr y((J)u:irs 

Edwardsport 
Camby 
Walkerton 

Ankeny 
Winterset 
Davenport 
Marshalltown 

Wichita 

Georgetown 

Cockeysvi I le 

Union City 
Dearborn 

Maple Grove 

Beatrice 

Raleigh 
Charlotte 

we
9 
:ire :ireaJy when y((J)u a:ire

99 

0 0 0 

Dahmen, Will 
Ensley, Haven 
Graham, Thomas W. 
Keeny, Joe 
Liberty Jr., Harold J. 
Nelson, Bill 
Rumpf, John F. 
Zaccardi, Robert 
Oregon 
Hays, Kirk 
Tennessee 
Dennis, Eddie 
Shumake, Mark 
Silvey, Gary 
Texas 
Huebner, Ron 
Vermont 
Grime, Philip 
Virginia 
Staton, Jack Lee 
Underhill, Roy 
Washington 
Lindell, Steve 
Wisconsin 
Burke, Jeff 

Wake Forest 
Sylva 
Carrboro 
Clemmon 
Raleigh 
New Bern 
Hampstead 
Clinton 

Portland 

Savannah 
Gallatin 
Clarksville 

Argyle 

Saint Johnsbury 

Ashland 
Williamsburg 

Bellevue 

Presque Isle 

01'Ypec_ializin3 
IM 

c:f!Me .Antiques 

Baxter 
Auction 
Gallery 
8051 E. 46th St. 
Indianapolis IN 46226 

Bill Baxter 
(317) 546-3855 
(317) 542-0026 
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HAVE YOU EVER SEEN ONE? 

The above illustration depicts John D. Blaker's pat
ented ax handle for which a patent was issued on January 
30, 1883, Patent Number 271,303. John Blaker lived in 
Newtown, Pennsylvania at the time. The patent descrip
tion indicates that the handle was made of spring steel 
and was equipped with a sliding grip constructed to 
moved along the handle when a blow was struck with the 
ax. Note that it has an enclosed rear handle for a secure 
grip. 

TZF:E"".A.N"Y dz: 00 .. 

Slnboo', Grobet'"fvantier°Fllcs and Tools. 
FRF.NC.lt & GERM.AN 'TOOLb. 

:C.•e.l.era tn Doxn.eatl.e T-:e1ci: 
4 mf ·"'~roJUA fur .Jnfflu~. ,tu.,·4•tti4f• ~,kl ,,.i'litd'• 

'lo. 7'Z \\'eyho1e~t Stre~t. Prn\<irlt·ttce,. R. f 

Live Free or Die Antique Tool Auctions 
A Division of Martin J. Donnelly Antique Tools, Avoca, New York 

~ Auction S hedule for 2002 
(800) 869-0695 · Seven Great Auctions! · www.mjdtools.com 

We are pleased to announce our schedule of 7 antique tool auctions for 2002. We will be succeeding and car
rying on the tradition of Tom Witte's traditional First of the Season Spring Tool Auction in Indianapolis, 
Indiana. The auctions will be conducted at the Holiday Inn Airport Select Hotel on the West Side (walking 

distance from the airport) and we have secured a very favorable room rate for collectors. We encourage you to make 
your reservations soon as we have a limited block of rooms available. As is the case with our New Hampshire auctions, 
the Indianapolis event will feature a Friday Sale of 901 lots, a Saturday Catalogue Auction of 750 lots as well as a high
quality dealer show on Friday evening. Parking lot and/or room trading is encouraged and suppported. Please plan to 
join us on March 8th and 9th, 2002 ! 
We will also be conducting our first-ever Antique Tool Flea Market in July of 2002 during the week of the Brimfield 
Antique Shows. We have space for more than 200 dealers at our great location on the grounds of the Richard Withington 
Auction Company in Hillsboro Center, New Hampshire. We will be holding auctions on Friday evening July 12th and 
Saturday July 13th in conjunction with the Flea Market with plenty of fun planned for everyone, including a pig roast 
on Friday afternoon before and during the first auction. 
Please feel free to contact us at (800) 869-0695 for information or to consign tools for upcoming auctions. 

Listed Auction: 
Friday, March 8 
Auctioneer: 

Catalogue Auction: 
Saturday, March 9 
Auctioneer: 

Listed Auction: 
Friday, April 26 
Auctioneer: 

Catalogue Auction: 
Saturday, April 27 
Auctioneer: 

Antique Tool Flea Mkt. 
& Listed Auction: 
Friday & Saturday 
July 12 & 13 
Auctioneer: 

€ to O )" Passing the Torch ... 
Holiday Inn Airport Select 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Bill Baxter 

Holiday Inn Airport Select 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Bill Baxter 

Holiday Inn Everett Tpke. 
Nashua, New Hampshire 
Paul Wilmott 

Holiday Inn Everett Tpke. 
Nashua, New Hampshire 
Paul Wilmott 

Withington Auction Estate 
Hillsboro Center, NH 
First 300 Lots Sold Friday 
Flea Mkt Dawn Saturday 
Richard Withington 

Tom Witte and Martin J. 
Donnelly exchange a hand
shake to celebrate the arrange
ment for continuation of Tom '.s 
highly successful Indianapolis 
Auctions. The next Indianapolis 
auctions will be on March 8th 
and 9th at the Holiday inn 
Airport Select, Indianapolis. 
Bill Baxter will wield the gavel. 

Listed Auction: 
Friday, Sept. 20 
Auctioneer: 

Catalogue Auction: 
Saturday, Sept. 21 
Auctioneer: 

Holiday Inn Everett Tpke. 
Nashua, New Hampshire 
Paul Wilmott 

Holiday Inn Everett Tpke. 
Nashua, New Hampshire 
Paul Wilmott 

Call Today for Reservations (Special Low Rates): 
Nashua: (603) 888-1551 
Indianapolis: (317) 244-6861 
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