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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

BHAGS and Other Stuff 
l\ t the meeting in 
m\Battle Creek I 
was charged by the 
Board of Directors to 
appoint a new Long 
Range Planning Com
mittee. I believe this 
will be one of the 
more important 
things that I will have 
done during my presidency. Since I am 
serving my final months as your president, 
I'll be making the appointments with in
put from Willie Royal, who has been nomi
nated as your next president and, when 
elected at the Franklin, TN, meeting, will 
begin his term of office (please see Ar
ticle VI, Section 3 of the By Laws). 

Such a committee was appointed sev
eral years ago but is no longer active. The 
need for a new committee grew out of a 
BRAG (pronounced bee hag) proposed by 
one of our members in Battle Creek. A 
BRAG is a Big, Hairy, Audacious Goal and 
in this case the proposal was for M-WTCA 
to acquire a permanent home to house its 
archives and provide space for a museum 
and space for future meetings of the or
ganization. Out of a BRAG grew the or
ganization that we enjoy today and call 
M-WTCA. 

Here are some of my ideas for a Long 
Range Planning Committee. The commit-

tee should consist of a chairperson and 
at least four other members. There should 
not be any hard and fast rules that might 
prevent good members from serving but 
it is hoped that a past president would 
serve as a member, along with a couple of 
"older" members and a couple of 
"younger" members. All committee mem
bers should be persons who have demon
strated unusual interest in M-WTCA by 
service and input. It is hoped that the com
mittee will meet during each semi-annual 
meeting and will communicate by phone, 
U.S. mail and e-mail throughout the year. 
The committee should report to the presi
dent at each semi-annual meeting but 
should not be made to feel guilty if the 
report is "we have nothing to present that 
we feel requires action from the Board of 
Directors." 

Committee members should approach 
each suggestion with an open mind and 
any member heard saying, "but that's the 
way we've always done it" will be shaved 
with an 18 century draw knife not sharp
ened since it was new. Photographs of the 
shaving will be preserved to become a part 
of the archives of the organization that 
may be housed in our permanent home if 
Phil Baker's BRAG in the second para
graph becomes a reality. 

-Mel Ring 
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Battle Creek! In-depth coverage of the spring, 2001, national meet with 
pages of photos. Begins on page 4. 

Marion Henley Award Longtime M-WTCA member and past-president 
Ray Nissen named ninth award winner. Page 5. 

Working Collection Woodworker Jim Moon collects antique tools, but 
he puts his collection to work frequently. Page 12. 

Our Father's Brace M-WTCA donates a historic brace to George 
Washington's home in Mount Vernon. Page 14. 
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MARK THESE ON YOUR CALENDAR 

Mid-West Tool Collectors Association National Meetings 

Fall, 2001 
Spring,2002 
Fall, 2002 

Sept. 27, 28, 29, 2001. Franklin, TN. Kerry and Lynne McCalla (615) 791-6198. 
June 13, 14, 15, 2002. Decatur, IL. Dave and Judy Heckel (217) 345-9112. 

Oct. 10, 11, 12, 2002. Winston-Salem, NC. Ed Hobbs (919) 828-2754. 

M-WTCA Area & Other Meetings 

Sept. 8 & 9, 2001. LaCrosse, WI. Larry Thorson (608) 788-7753. 
Sept. 16, 2001. Cosgrove, IA. Chuck Gartzke (319) 828-4338. 
Oct. 27, 2001. Dearborn, Ml. Lars Larson (313) 382-0594. 
Nov. 3-4, 2001. Barberville, FL. Phil Baker (941) 485-6981. 
Nov. 4, 2001. Papillion, NE. Fred Leu (402) 592-1907. 
Nov. 4, 2001. Springfield, MO. Paul Reichert (417) 831-1425. 

Area A&B Meeting 
Area D Meeting 
Area C Meeting 
Area N Meeting 
Area D Meeting 
Area J Meeting 
Area Q Meeting 
Area E Meeting 
Area P Meeting 
Area A Meeting 
Area F Meeting 
Area B Meeting 
Area E Meeting 
Area J Meeting 
Area F Meeting 
Area A Meeting 

Nov. 10, 2001. Charlotte, NC. Bob Fields (704) 393-1282 or John Shaw (704) 938-7009. 
Nov. 11, 2001. Virden, IL. Jack Howe (217) 438-3776. 
Jan, 27-28, 2002. York, PA. Bill Warner (717) 843-8105. 
Feb. 9, 2002. Medina, MN. Don Bosse (651) 735-3590. 
Feb. 22-23, 2002. Nashville, IN. Joseph Greiwe (812) 934-2747. 
Feb. 24, 2002. St. Francis. Don Tubman (262) 835-4658. 
March 24, 2002. Rockford, IL. Gary Johnson (815) 636-1464. 
April 7, 2002. St. Louis, MO. Mike Urness (314) 434-4325. 
April 21, 2002. Franklin, IN. Norm Heckman (317) 422-8482. 
April 27, 2002. Hastings, MN. Don Bosse (651) 735-3590. 

Dates must be cleared with Gary Johnson (815) 636-1464. E-mail tinstools1@aol.com. 

Michigan National Meet Another Success 
By Mike Slasinski and Lars Larson, Hosts 

I t was warm when the parking lot 
opened for trading at the national 
meeting in Battle Creek, MI, in June. 

The Kushlans greeted early birds with 
orange juice and doughnuts. By afternoon 
it was downright hot, but sales continued. 

Inside the cool hotel that evening 
artisans demonstrated stained glass mak
ing, wood carving, tinsmithing, peach pit 
carving, bow and arrow making, flint ar
row head knapping, paper cutting, treadle 
machining, jewelry and rope making. A 
comic book artist sketched members as 
well as Al and Rose Fetty's dog in carica
ture. TonytheTigerfromKellogg's, whose 
corporate headquarters are in Battle 
Creek, handed out boxes of cereal and 
posed for pictures. Craftsmen showed 
their skills with glass beads, pottery and 
clay tiles. 

Participants could make craft items, 

and everyone had a chance to taste freshly 
churned butter. 

What everyone was waiting for, the 
trade room, opened Friday morning. It 
was spacious, well lighted and had wide 
aisles. Those features were appreciated 
by buyers and sellers, who found trading 
brisk throughout the day. 

Large audiences watched and learned 
from the programs given by Dave Orlin 
on violin bow making and Allen Cross on 
turning wooden Christmas ornaments. 
The displays were fantastic. How about 
Frank Kosmerl's exhibit of eel gigs for 
something different? 

Collectors wound down at the Satur
day night dinner, where they were enter
tained by Bob Milan. He played the piano 
and gave a history of ragtime. 

The hosts thanked many people, in
cluding the attendees, for making the 
meeting so successful. 
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Officers will be Elected 
At the Fall Meeting 

The Board of Directors approved 
the following slate at the Battle 
Creek meeting: president, Willie 
Royal; vice president-meeting plan
ning, Don Tubman; vice president
elections, George Wanamaker; vice 
president-scholarship, Ron Cush
man; treasurer, John Wells; and sec
retary, Tom Lamond. 

Willie currently is secretary of 
the organization. If elected, he will 
replace Mel Ring whose term expires 
in fall. In accordance with the by
laws, nominations also will be ac
cepted from the floor. 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

DATIILE CIEEI 

Awards for the June Meeting in Battle Creek, Michigan 
By Ray Nissen 

Jl\l s is always the case, judging of lfl awards was difficult at Battle Creek fl because the displays were so great. 

1\venty-four M-WTCA members set 
up displays, ranging from fine and very 
exquisite tools to one of seldom seen eel 
gigs. An interesting aspect of the variety 
at the June meeting was evidenced by the 
range, from tools employed by the crafts
man to those for the performance of tasks 
:equired in the process of everyday liv
mg. 

The Best Display in Theme, Measur
ing Tools, was Tom Lamond's "'Irammels." 
This was a display calculated to get the 
viewer involved. Tom's exhibit allowed the 
observer an opportunity to produce a lay
out with the tools on display. The Best 
Display in the Theme of 2001 a Tool Odd
ity was Jim Gehring's "Inclinometers, Tool 
for Measuring Galore." We never realized 
there were so many inclinometers pro
duced. 

The Best Display Out of Theme went 
to Richard Cole for "Repair Tools for the 
Wheelwright." This was one of the most 

extensive workman's tool 
kits ever displayed at an 
M-WTCA show. 

The Most Unusual Dis
play was Frank Kosmerl 's 
"Eel Gigs." If one ever 
needed the tool to gig an eel, 
there was surely an example 
included in this display. All 
of the gigs were 
hand-wrought examples of 
the blacksmith's art 

Battle Creek award winners (from left): Jim Mau Bill 
Carter, Bill Linstromberg, Russ Vestuto, Dave H~ckel 

and Roger Phillips. 

The Best One Tool Dis
play was "Foot-Powered 
Bean Sorter" shown by "the 
foot tool man," Bill Carter. 
Who would have considered 
that you needed a 
foot-powered machine to sort 

the good beans from 
the bad? 

The Fred Curry 
Award for the best 
Stanley display went 
to Jim Mau for his 
exhibit of Stanley 
hammers with the 
third hand device. "A 
Stanley Tool Oddity" 
showed one of the 
features that was de
veloped by Stanley 
that in practice was 
almost useless and 
only lasted a few 
years. 

More Battle Creek display winners (from left): Ron Pearson, Dick Judg~~e Ch:~~nlfs~ 
Wade, George Elsass, Richard Cole and Tom Lamond. plays continued the 

~de gamut of tool and device applica
tions. Judges Choice awards went to 
George Elsass for "Primitive Wooden 
Braces," Cliff Fales , "Patented Rule 
Joints," Wayne Gustafson, "E.A. Carpen
ter Planes," Dave Heckel, "Bold Figured 
Rules," Cecil Holmes, "The ABC's of Made 
to Measure." 

In other Judges Choice awards: Bill 
Lindstromberg exhibited a wide variety of 
"Wheelwright and Carriage Makers 
Tools." The beautiful "William Marples 
Ultimatum Brace" was featured in Ron 
Pearson's display. Roger and Eleanore 
Phillips presented unique "Bow Drills." 
A!l sorts of "Wood Measures" made up a 
display by Russ Vestuto. Dick Wade of
fered "Tools for Instrument Making." 

The wide variety of displays at this 
meeting points out the possibility for each 
member to create an interesting and in
formative display regardless of the 
member's particular area of tool collect
ing. We hope you are planning a display 
at the Tennessee meeting, showing your 
fellow collectors what draws your inter
est. We would like to be writing about your 
display in The GRISTMILL. 

Program speaker Allen Cross made 
wooden Christmas tree ornaments. 

Don Bosse photo. 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

IATTILE CIEEI 

Ray Nissen Becomes Ninth Marion Henley Award Winner 
By Ron Pearson 

Q ay Nissen became the ninth recipient 
tl~of M-WTCXs most prestigious honor, 
the Marion Henley Award, on June 12 at 
the spring meeting in Battle Creek, MI. 

Ray, a member of M-WTCA since 
1972, has held many offices in the orga
nization, including those of president, vice 
president and director. He also helped to 
form the Scholarshp Committee and 
served as its first chairman. In addition, 
he was instrumental in creating the 
Marion Henley Award, becoming the 
committee's first chairman. 

Ray chaired or co-chaired five na
tional meetings, believed to be a record. 
They included meetings in Illinois, West 
Virginia and North Carolina. Over the 
years he has presented programs at na
tional meetings and provided many edu
cational displays. He is always willing to 
lend a hand when needed. 

Ray is well known to his fellow mem
bers for his terrific sense of humor and 
his ability to tell long, involved and hi
larious stories. He is seen as easy going 
and a friend to everyone. 

George Wanamaker noted that Ray 
has worked hard to further tool collect
ing and the knowledge that goes with it 
for everyone in the Mid-West Tool Collec
tors Association. "He has always been a 
help in my tool collecting, my information 
gathering, and he has encouraged me to 
do things I would otherwise not have 
tried," George said. 

Both men collect Stanley tools and 
often are after the same item. George re
called an auction at which a No. 1 Stanley 
plane was being sold. "It was a real cat 
and mouse game until the price jumped 
by 50 cents bid, then a dollar and finally 
$2.50 all the way to $37.50. The crowd 
was hushed. Who would pay that much 
for such a little plane?" 

He wouldn't reveal whether he or Ray 
got the plane. "But," he said, "we've had 
a great time over the years razzing each 
other about it. And the point is we never 
let tool acquisitions come between us 
during 2 7 years of friendship ." 

President Mel Ring said that when a 
person's name is mentioned certain pic
tures come to mind. He drew this picture 
of the honoree: 

"Ray is under a canopy in the park
ing lot trading area, greeting members as 
they pass by. With him is his dog. Some
times he has tools to sell, but more often 
he is just providing shade and conversa
tion. His shorts are brightly colored so I 
think the picture can be called a Kodak 
moment." 

"And who could forget Ray and his 
brightly colored blazers?" asked Mary Lou 
Stover, a previous award winner. "Red, 
green, yellow. He was always the easiest 
person to spot at the Saturday night ban
quets." 

Peggy McBride, whom Ray often as
sisted at the registration table for national 
meetings, offered her congratulations 
along with the many others. She said Ray 
was always willing to help out whenever 
and wherever needed and didn't expect 
to be recognized for doing it. Peggy never 
heard him turn down a request tor assis
tance. She summed it up for M-WTCA: "A 
well deserved award." 

Marion Henley award winner Ray Nissen 
accepted the honor at Battle Creek. 

Tinsmith Len Borkoswki punched designs into tin during a demonstration at 
Battle Creek. Mike Slasinski photo. 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

Fred Curry Award: Best Display in Theme: Tom Lamond's "Trammels." 

Best One Tool Display: Bill Carter's 
"Foot-Powered Bean Sorter." 

Most Unusual Display: Frank Kosmerl's "Eel Gigs." 

Best Display Out of Theme: Richard Cole's "Repair 
Tools of the Wheelwright." 

Fred Curry Award: Jim Mau's "A Stanley Tool Oddity." 
Best Display in Theme for 2001 A Tool 
Oddity: Jim Gehring' s "Inclinometers, 

Tools for Measuring Galore." 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

Judges Choice: 
Cecil Holmes' "The 

AB Cs of Tools to 
Measure." 

Judges Choice: Bill Linstromberg' s "Wheel
wright and Carriage Makers Tools." 

Judges Choice: Cliff Fales' "Patented Rule Joints." 

Judges Choice: George Elsass' "Primitive Wooden Braces." 

Photos by Mike Slasinski 
& Don Bosse 

Judges Choice: Ron 
Pearson's "The William 

Marples Ultimatum Brace." 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 
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Judges Choice: Wayne Gustafson's "E.W. 
Carpenter's Planes." 

Judges Choice: Dick Wade's "Tools for Instrument Making." 

Judges Choice: 
Russ Vestuto' s 

"Wood 
Measures." 

Judges Choice: Roger and Eleanore Phillip's "Bow Drills." 

The tool room opened, and the collectors began looking 
over tables of tools at Battle Creek. 

Judges Choice: Dave Heckel's "Bold Figured Rules." 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

By Don Bosse 

G reetings to all. In this issue you will 
l\. Ir find three new additions to what has 
~ become a lengthy list of researchers. 

l'm keeping my dialogue short so as to 
save room for the research list and to keep 
from boring you with idle chatter. So as 
not to waste time, here they are. 

Our first researcher is Todd Friberg. 
Todd is currently seeking infonnation re
garding the "Manufacture of pre-1920 
saws, saw steel and saw working tools." 
He is currently assembling infonnation on 
saw manufacturing that was gathered 
stemming from an EAIA grant. Any as
sistance in this endeavor would be greatly 
appreciated. Todd may be reached at: Todd 
Friberg, P.O Box 5082, Rockford, IL 
61125-0082. (815) 398-0602 Email 
osagepress@attglobal.net 

Next up is Allan Klenman. You may 
recall his many articles previously pub
lished in the GRISTMILL. Allan is now 
researching "Axe Makers of North 
America" This is a very broad category to 
cover. If you have or are aware of any in
fonnation that is unusual or unique in this 
field, please contact Allan. He may be 
reached at. Allan Klenman, #407-3260 
Quadra St., Victoria, B.C., Canada V8X 
1G2 

Finally we have John Freeman. John 
is researching the "Liberty Bell Plane 
Series Mfd. by Stanley." He is perfonn
ing a complete study and is interested in 
knowing of any examples with unusual 
body or blade markings or manufactured 
anomalies. All models are of interest, 
however he is particularly keen on hear
ing about any #122s (that may or may not 
be marked) and carry an unusual mark 
on the cutter. Please take time to observe 
any examples you may currently own and 
contact him at: John Freeman, 639 11th 
Ave., San Francisco , CA 94118 (415) 
752-2857 Email freeman@igc.org 

If you would like to be added to this 
list please contact me at: Don Bosse, 8154 
9th StreetPlace North, Oakdale , MN 
55128. (651) 735-3590 or email me at 
mwtcabosse@worldnet.att.net 

The Researchers: 

Mel Miller7 (309) 274-4973 
** June 2001 
"Davis Levels" 

George Wanamaker, (309) 836-6872 
** March 2001 
"Master Rule Manufacturing Co." 
"Dahl Manufacturing Co." 

John Wells, (510) 848-3651; Paul Van Pernis, 
(715) 682-9229 
**December 2000 
"Leonard Bailey Edge Tools 1855 to 1869" 

Lou Nachman, (704) 875-1833 
**December 2000 
"Montgomery Wards Earlier Lakeside Hand Planes" 

Jay Ricketts, (404) 378-0266 
**September 2000 
"No-Set Saws" 

John Adams, (931) 732-4400 
**June 2000 
"Small Trimming Planes, All Makers" 

E. J. "Al" Renier, (612) 937-0393 
**March 2000 
''Tools of the Nordic Nations" 

Ray Fredrich, (847) 398- 2642 
** March 2000 
"Patented Mechanical Nail Pullers" 

Tim Everette, (910) 739-7163 **March 2000 
"102 and 103 Block Planes" 

Cliff Fales, (313) 987-3849 
**September 1999 
"Spiral Ratchet Screwdrivers" 

Chuck Prine, (412) 561-6408 
**September 1999 "Carpentry Planemakers of 
Western Pennsylvania and Environs" 

John Wells, (510) 848-3651; Charles Hegedus, 
(770) 974-7508 
** September 1999 
"Stanley Pocket Levels" "Sargent's Shaw's Patent" 

William Warner, (717) 843-8105 John Tannehill, 
(717) 464-4378 
** September 1999 
"E.W. Carpenter Patented Planes" 

Dave Heckel, (217) 345-9112 
** September 1999 
"Siegley #2 Plow Planes" 
"Stanley 45s, A Complete Study" 

Bob St. Peters, (618) 462-0229 
** September 1999 "Israel White, 3 Arm Plow 
Planes" "Bench Planes (wooden) With 
Crout Style Cutters Affixed to Their Soles" 

Tom Lamond, (516) 596-1281 
** September 1999 
"Scrapers, Woodworking and Related Trades" 
"Drawknives" 

Milt Bacheller (508) 699-2570 
** September 1999 
"Patented & Manufactured Marking Gauges" 

Don Rosebrook (504) 673 049 
** September 1999 "Levels" 

Emery L Goad, (316) 838-3465 
** September 1999 "Bicycle Tools, Pre-1920" 

Scott Lynk, (802) 877- 3775 
** December 1999 "Stanley Special Rules and 
Stanley Rules Not Listed In Any Catalog" 

Tom Lamond, (516) 596-1281; Kendall Bassett, 
(253) 952-4959 ** December 1999 "All Known 
Brand Names & Logos Used By Local Wholesale 
Hardware Concerns" 

** Denotes GRISTMILL issue with full details of 
the study listed. 

Book Sought for Reprint 

The Special Publications Committee 
is looking for a tool catalog or book to 
reprint and distribute to the membership 
in 2002. 

Its project this year was the A.J. 
Wilkenson and Co. Catalog of Hardware 
and Tools. This rare catalog from about 
1867 was furnished to M-WTCA by Bill 
Wilkins of Houston. 

Anyone owning a possible suitable 
publication should contact the committee 
chainnan, Jim Conover (865) 531-2076, 
e-mail jconoverl@msn.com 

GRISTMILL Under Wraps 

Those of you who have received your 
GRISTMILL in poor condition through the 
US Postal Service will be happy to hear 
that it is going to come in plastic wrap 
for better protection. To save money on 
postage, the Board of Directors also ap
proved combining several mailings. The 
GRISTMILL and the Special Publications 
reprint will be mailed together and the 
magazine and directory in another mail
ing. Members should receive their GRIST
MILL at the usual times. Members who 
write tool features will receive an addi
tional copy of the GRISTMILL via first 
class mail. 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

Area D Meet Features 
Uncommon Inventions 

By Leroy Witzel 

NI ecessity, the mother of invention, f I J was the theme of the Area D meet 
M held at the fairgrounds in Humboldt, 

IA, on May 6. A highlight was a lock from 
a log cabin that included a combination 
lock and metal covered wooden bolt which 
was shared by Ray McDonald of Dubuque. 

Ten display tables added interest and 
educational value to the meet. Peggy 
McBride pricked our imagination with a 
display on pincushions. Kathleen Holmes 
showed her Jockeytown School Days 1897 
while Cecil Holmes shared his collection, 
On The Level. Bob Reinbrecht brought a 
framed display of Miniature Tools while 
James Sampson provided a big contrast 
in tool size with his Giant Wrenches. Mary 
Ann Johnson showed how to detect repro
ductions with her display of Cambridge 
Glass 1903-1958. ForrestJohnson bright
ened up his area with a collection of 6 
shiny aluminum planes by Stanley entitled 
The Stanley Edsels. Leland Bentley 
shared blacksmith tools and memorabilia 
with his Jolly Blacksmith display while 
Roger Leuschen displayed a collection of 
many home-made tools. Royce Winge 
brought a display of Hand Mortising Chis
els as well as a Barnes Mortising Ma
chine, which he also demonstrated. 

Bob Ahirichs and Royce Winge each 

brought their mortising machines as they 
did 10 years ago at the Pocahontas meet. 
John Holmes shared a fascinating work
ing display/demonstration on ropemaking. 
Jim Carpenter came ready to work and 
demonstrated the art of working with old 
wooden planes to an attentive audience. 
Dick and Jo Kates brought two pedal ma
chines; demonstrating a pedal jigsaw and 
displaying a beautiful, ornate Fleetwood 
Scroll Saw. 

Junior McBride, Jim Eischer and Fred 
Leu were in charge of solving the myster
ies at the whatsit table. Director Paul 
Gorham urged members to use the ser
vices of The GRISTMILL for advertising. 
Director Al Fetty told about upcoming 
meets. Morris and Carol Olson were in
troduced as the couple with the longest 
membership in M-WTCA. Trading, visit
ing with friends, and learning through dis
plays and demonstrations were the order 
of the day. Lunch was served by the 
Vernon Valley Lakers Boys' 4-H club. 

No Shortage of Energy at 
Michigan Meet 

By John McKieman 

The energy shortage in California had 
ti no discernible impact on activities at 

the Chesaning, MI, Community Center 
April 2. 

While it was raining outside, inside 

the Community Center at Chesaning, tool 
examinations, conversations, whatsit 
guessing and tool sales kept energy at a 
high pitch. It was if I went interrupting 
when I called the crowd to lunch provided 
by G and G Catering. 

Displays, including Stan Rachel's 
wood carvings, added to the main activ
ity. 

For those of you who couldn't iden
tify Jerry Henze 's whatsit, we've learned 
it is a pig's foot splitter. 

Hastings, MN, Draws Area 
A crowd 

By John Walkowiak 

t.f I astings was host to Area .N.s third an
tfll nual spring meet. 

Early morning coffee and pastries 
fueled the nearly 100 M-WWCAmembers 
searching for tools among the 58 trade 
tables at Hastings. After a couple hours 
of hectic buying, collectors turned to ad
mire the displays and try to figure out how 
the whatsits might have been used. Lunch 
and chatting with new and old friends 
concluded the day. 

If you missed this year's meet, put 
April 2 7 down on your calendar as a 
must-go event. 

John Holmes demonstrated rope making at the Area D meet. Time for trading tools and talk at the Chesaning, Ml, meet. 
John McKieman photo. 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

Roy Bradley 

By Mary Lou Stover 

Roy Bradley, a man who loved col
lecting antique tools and the people who 
shared that longtime interest, died July 
11 at Carveth Vtl.lage, an assisted living 
home, in Middleville, Ml. 

He had been in poor health for the 
past three or four years but had stayed at 
home in nearby Hastings with his wife 
Marge until five or six weeks before his 
death. 

Roy joined the Mid-West Tool Collec
tors Association in the early 1970s. The 
couple attended many area meetings 
throughout the country, making friends 
with tool collectors wherever they went. 
He was a dedicated Mid-West member, 
devoting much time to club projects and 
serving as director and on committees. He 
hosted area meetings and a national meet 
plus he was involved in several widows' 
tool auctions. 

Frequent visits from Tom and Bar
bara Witte of Mattawan, MI, were a main
stay in Roy's life. Tom recalled that he 
first met Roy at an auction in Kalamazoo, 
MI, 26 years ago. "I didn't realize what a 
knowledgeable and trusted friend he 
would become." 

Serving others in a quiet way was one 
of Roy's major attributes, Tom said. 
Whether it was sharing his knowledge of 
tools or helping a young craftsman obtain 
the proper tools, Roy was generous with 
his time and his ability. "His concern was 
in helping others and not his own edifica
tion, " Tom added. 

"Over the years as Roy and I partici
pated in many tool activities he became 
like a brother to me. We shared many good 
hours together at auctions and meetings 
throughout the country. 

"Roy and Marge were surrogate 
grandparents to our children as they grew 
up. Then, in later years, Barb and I ~p~nt 
many hours with Roy and Marge reIDllllsc
ing over past years. He was a friend who 
will be missed by all." 

Marge said Roy was touched by a 
recent visit from Roger and Marsha Smith 

OBElt!JJAIEES 
of Massachusetts. "Roy enjoyed the visit 
so much," she said. The Smiths rented a 
car and drove from the M-WTCA meeting 
in Battle Creek in June to see their old 
friend. 

Roger remembered that he first met 
Roy at the Brimfield, MA, flea market in 
the early '70s. Their collecting interests 
were similar, and thus they developed a 
longtime friendship. 

Roger said he was glad they were 
able to visit with him at the rest home 
during the recent M-WTCA meeting. 

"Roy was always proud of the fact 
that he flew on B-26 bombers during 
World War IL It was unique that he had 
flown with Henry Disston, a descendent 
of the famous Philadelphia sawmaker"' 
Roger said. 

During the war, Roy flew 7 6 missions 
for the Air Force, for which he was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

After working at Viking Corp. in 
Hastings for 34 years, he retired in 1984. 
He held a mechanical engineering degree 
from Kansas University in Lawrence. 

Besides his wife, he is survived by one 
son, William, of Hastings, and two grand
children. At Roy's request, no funeral ser
vices were held. 

Roy was 82 at the time of his death. 
Roger summed it up for other tool collec
tors: "Everyone who knew Roy will miss 
him dearly." 

E. A. "Ole" Olson 
By Al Fetty 

Mid-West Tool Collectors and Area D 
lost a longtime member and friend when 
E. A. (Ole) Olson died May 26 in Nebraska. 
Ole, 85, had been in a nursing home for 
some time. 

Ole was an avid tool collector and M
WTCA promoter who served as an Area 
D Director and host of several area meet
ings in Nebraska. He was a researcher and 
historian who is cited in many publica
tions as a contributor or source of infor
mation. Anyone who had the good fortune 
to sit and "talk tools" with Ole was treated 
to a wealth of knowledge accumulated 

over many years of collecting. 

After graduating from the University 
of Nebraska in 1939, with a Bachelor's of 
Science degree in agricultural engineer
ing, Ole served on the universi~ fac~lty 
as professor of agricultural en~ee~g 
and extension agricultural engmeenng 
from 1939-1978. His professional career 
resulted in numerous awards and recog
nitions for his contributions to the field 
of agricultural engineering. One of his lat
est passions has been the development 
and promotion of the University of Ne
braska Tractor Testing Museum at the 
UNL Tractor Testing Lab in Lincoln. He 
was a World War II Army veteran, 
1942-45, Retired Colonel, U.S. Army Re
serve, and was awarded the Bronze Star 
in 1945. 

Ole is survived by his wife, Dorothy, 
of Lincoln, son Fred of St. Louis, and 
daughter Anne Lauritzen of Lincoln. 

Memorials or tool contributions to the 
IUNL Tractor Testing Museum can be sent 
to Roper and Sons Mortuary, 4300 "O" 
Street, Lincoln, NE. 

Len Bentzien 
A charter member of M-WTCA, Len 

Bentzien of Menomonee Falls, WI, died 
July 7 at age 90. 

Len Borkowski remembered him as 
well liked and very helpful in the early 
days of tool collecting. They and their 
wives often met at Milwaukee area tool 
auctions. 

Besides M-WTCA, Len Bentzien was 
a member of the Menomonee Falls His
torical Society and Menomonee Falls Op
timist Club. He had a perfect attendance 
record in the latter organization since join
ing it in 1984. 

He worked at Red Star Yeast Co., 
which later became Universal Foods, for 
more than 50 years. He retired as special 
projects engineer in 1984. 

His wife, Jessie, is deceased. He is 
survived by a son, Tom; one daughter, 
Sally (Loren)Danke; two grandchildren, 
and a brother, Robert (Shirley) Bentzien. 
Donations suggested to the Len and Jessie 
Bentzien Scholarship Fund, C/O Schmidt 
& Bartelt, N84 Wl 793 7 Menomonee Ave., 
Menomonee Falls, WI 53051. 
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Woodworker Puts His Collection of Old Tools to Work 

By Gene Cunningham 

J im Moon explains his hobby simply: 
"My first love is woodworking and I 
use antique tools. I get beautiful tools 

and then I put them to work." 

An M-WTCA member for seven years, 
Jim has acquired what he calls "a me
dium collection" of maybe 500 tools and 
with them he has turned out close to 50 
beautifully crafted, award-winning pieces 
that furnish his house and delight his 
friends and relatives when it's gift time. 

Three out of four years, Jim's work -
a grandfather clock, a tool chest and a 
Boston bombe secretary (desk-bookcase) 
- won the prestigious excellence in crafts
manship award presented by American 
Woodworker magazine. The competition 
included entries from across the United 
States as well as from as far away as Ar
gentina and Russia. 

Jim's flip-top tool chest was featured 
on the back cover of Fine Woodworking 
magazine, the supreme honor for any 
craftsman. 

One piece he's especially proud of is 
the grandfather clock he made for a wed
ding present for his daughter. He searched 
through books to find the design he liked 
best, then chose the nicest finial, rosette 
and shell and incorporated them into the 
clock case. He had the face handpainted 
by an artist but chose what was to go into 
the scene: a chapel at Bald Head Island, 
N. C., where the wedding was held, a light
house on the grounds, a flower, and other 
meaningful memorabilia. 

From grandfather clocks to tool 
chests to the medieval grouping he's 
working on now, Jim has made about ev
erything you can name. And he's made it 
with a flair and a touch that have won 
him some of the most prestigious awards 
in the craftsmanship field. 

A lot of Jim's tools, including those 
he has made, are on display in his study 
where they're kept in two tool chests and 
a glass-fronted cabinet. But they don't rest 

Award-winning woodworker Jim Moon pictured in his workshop 
with a flip-top tool chest of his making. 

there long until he has them out working 
with them. "But sometimes I go months 
without working on anything," he said. 
That's the time he spends acquiring more 
tools, getting them cleaned up and ready 
to go to work. 

Over the years, Jim's work has pro
gressed from what he called "rough" to 
the beautifully crafted, award-winning 
pieces he turns out now - signed with his 
unique inlaid "signature," a crescent moon 
made of satinwood. 

The craftsmanship and beauty of 
Jim's work would make it extremely mar
ketable, but he never sells any of it. Ev
erything he makes is given to family or 
friends or is furnishing his home. 

Jim also doesn't sell any of his tools. 
Tool collectors, he said, "are like squir
rels. We hoard them." Almost all the ads 
for tools are people wanting to buy them, 
he said, but no one seems to sell them. 
And since Jim doesn't sell them, he makes 

a lot of toolboxes. He has to just to keep 
up with his tool collection which grows 
with regularity as he keeps collecting, 
cleaning and "putting them to work" in 
his shop. 

And the toolboxes Jim makes are 
strikingly beautiful. One (featured in the 
front cover picture) is a flipped lid style 
based on a century-old carpenter's toolbox 
made of chestnut. Jim's toolbox is made 
primarily of walnut from his native South 
Dakota. 

"The quality of the wood there is bet
ter," he said. "It's tighter grained and 
easier to work with." Over the burl wal
nut the chest is inlaid with satinwood, 
rosewood and ebony. The drawer pulls are 
ebony inlaid with mammoth tusk ivory. 
The ivory is said to be 50,000 years old, 
discovered below the permafrost in 
Alaska by gold miners. 

"I've made almost everything in our 
house," Jim said. He's "very pleased" with 
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some wingback chairs he built. 

Most of his pieces, he said, have been 
18th century but now he's making a total 
change of pace. "I'm working on a couple 
of chairs for a medieval table and chair 
set for our wine cellar," he said. Wrne tast
ing is one of his hobbies, too, dating back 
to a time when he lived near the Napa 
Valley. 

Jim lives now in Concord, N.C., where 
he is a busy obstetrician. His woodwork
ing hobby fits in perfectly with his 
all-hours, every-day-of-the-week occupa
tion. "I can't go out on the golf course," 
he said, "but I can work at home in my 
shop." He lives only five minutes away 
from the hospital, he said, so he can make 
it in a hurry when he's needed. 

Jim attends as many M-WTCA meet
ings as he can. He's a personable guy who 
would be glad to discuss his hobby with 
you and maybe pass along some hints on 
woodworking. 

Another award-winning piece by by Jim Moon is of walnut and cherry and shows his 
signature, the crescent moon. It houses many of his antique and handmade tools, 

all concealed inside beautifully crafted dovetailed drawers. 

"a book that stands out from the others ... to be read with pleasure and 
profit by anyone who cares about traditional w Jodworking toolsH 
-EA/A: The Chronicle 

"great art and text...the illustrations themselves are 
enough reason to own Blackburn's newest" 
-MWTCA: The Gristmill 

384 pages • over 400 illustrations • 
large format: 8-1 /2 x 11 • fu 11 cloth, 
gold-stamped hardcover • only $50, 
autographed! 

BLACKBURN BOOKS 
PO BOX487 
BEARSVILLE NY 12409 

WOODWORKING 
HANDTOOLS 

VOL I & VOL II 

A two-book set forming one of the most comprehensive 
reference works for the handtool enthusiast - collector 
or user. Almost 600 pages of essential information for 
the recognition, evaluation, restoration, care, and use of 
woodworking handtools. 

VOL I: TRADITIONAL WOODWORKING HANDTOOLS $50 . 
VOL 11: THE ILLUSTRATED ENCYCLOPEDIA ef wooDWORKING 

HANDTOOLS INSTRUMENTS & DEVICES $45 . 
-buy both volumes for only $85 and save 10% 

order by mail, phone, fax, or 
email- free postage! 

(New York State residents please include 7-3/4% sales tax) 

tel/fax: (845) 679-5958 
email· orders@blackhurnbooks.com 
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VOOILS 

Historic Brace Headed to George Washington's Home 
By Eric M. Peterson and Philip W. Baker 

e erendipity will get you into lots of .Ji places. In this case, by reading old 
~ records we discover that the Father 
of Our Country was a man fully abreast of 
the latest technological advances of his 
time. Just after the middle of the 18th cen
tury he ordered, from his agent in En
gland, a new brace for his Mount Vernon 
workshop. Specifically, he wanted the new 
brace with the spring catch chuck. This 
improved brace was hardly known in En
gland. Just how he knew of its existence 
so quickly is a bit of a puzzle. 

In our selection of an appropriate 
brace to add to today's Mount Vernon's 
workshop we can be certain of authentic
ity. A brace in common usage in England 
at the end of the 1700s prior to the intro
duction of the "Sheffield type" brass chuck 
model was one of similar appearance but 
had an iron chuck. It was usually made 
in Birmingham. Today thousands of the 
brass chuck braces have survived and 
most have the maker or vendor's name 
stamp on them. However, the iron chuck 
type is much rarer, made over a short span 
of years and usually does not bear a name 
stamp. The M-WTCA brace is an even 
earlier version of this brace. 

The M-WTCAMountVernon Commit
tee for several years has supported this 
national treasure with donations of tools 
and technical advice. A fund of several 
thousand dollars was established to as
sist in acquiring tools appropriate to 
Mount Vernon. The committee is pleased 
to announce that a very rare wooden brace 
of appropriate ancestry has been acquired 
for donation. This brace was made for only 
a few years and was on the cusp of de
sign evolution just prior to the appearance 
of the "Sheffield" type brace. It is a "Lon
don pattern" wooden brace with a "round 
shoulder." It has an iron button chuck that 
is mounted like its successors, being in
let into the wood of the lower body of the 
brace. But there the comparison starts to 
fade. 

This tool is so rare that its signifi
cance would be lost unless it is presented 
to the public in a special display that it 
deserves . 

The M-WTCA brace shown at the top 
of the page seems to be a transitional tool 
sandwiched in time between the brace 
shown here and classed as the "London 
pattern" and the Birmingham iron chuck 
"Sheffield" type brace probably first made 
c.1770-1790. A London tool dealer John 
J ennion, about 17 40 used a trade car'd that 
included a brace of this London pattern. 
Note that the arms and grip form a "C" 
shape that is compressed side to side with 
the upper and lower bodies extending to
ward each other in the opening. All edges 

are nicely chamfered. 

For reasons un
known, in the later 
18th century, some 
braces appeared with 
the round shoulder 
where the body and 
the arm join on the 
internal aspect. This 
feature is a late 18th 
century English de
tail. Perhaps it was to 
make easier the ac
cess of the hand to 
the grip, a signature 
feature of some 
maker or group, or 
just to reduce weight, 
which was always 
important. 

Our brace for 
Mount Vernon has evolved further from 
Jennion's brace. It has given up its pad-

1 See, Peterson, Nomenclature ... Sep
tember; 1999 GRISTMILL. 

<led chuck and acquired the then new, iron 
button chuck. This is a major change in 
design. 

By 1816, after a couple of decades of 
use, the brass chuck "Sheffield" type 
wooden brace was the one generally of
fered for sale. 

The M-WTCA brace is in fine condi
tion. Its body is of English beech and the 
h~ad-ne~k is ~acefully turned of lignum 
vitae. It 1s 15 mches overall with a throw 
of 3.5 inches measured from the 
centerlines. It weighs 1 pound 5.2 ounces 
(604 grams). The head diameter is 2.58 
inches. The grip diameter varies from 
0.962 to 0.983 inches. Since the grip was 
not turned, the grip measurement is not 
as significant. The disk in the head is a 
wood button but is glued into place and 
does not have the two holes found in later 
braces to assist unscrewing the disk to 
access the wear adjustment. Our disk 
looks like the false decorative disk turned 
on the braces whose head unscrews from 
t~e neck, but_ here the disk is a separate 
piece. A 0.43-mth brass ferrule terminally 
bands the neck and seats on a brass- bear
ing plate. This is a feature found in the 
future generations of related braces. The 
"round shoulder" is the most unusual de
sign feature. 

This brace hides a mystery. The up
per arm and the upper body appear to be 
tw? ~ep~ate pieces of matched beech. My 
op_m_ion 1s that this was the way it was 
ongmally constructed and not a repair. 
The separation is unapparent, being 75 
percent of the join. Inspection under mag
nification reveals that both wood surfaces 
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that mate are perfectly flat. Transillumi
nation of this separation reveals a fastener 
across the tiny gap that is the thickness 
of a number 12 screw. There is ample 
room for a second fastener above this one, 
but it cannot be visualized. Now a telling 
point. On the upper body on the internal 
aspect ( opposite the side with the gap) 
there is a thin panel of match-grain wood 
perfectly let into the body. Strangely, this 
is inlaid rather than just layered onto the 
body. This probably serves the function 
of hiding the fastener (metal or dowel) 
that attaches the upper arm. This wooden 
inset is uniformly slight hollow across its 
width (0.015 inch) suggesting that there 
is a cavity beneath it. Evidence of old glue 
is present here in tiny amounts. If this 
was the original fixation, it is unique in 
our experience. If you have seen a simi
lar attachment please let us know. The 
join of the lower arm appears to be con
ventional. 

In passing, it can be noted that a num
ber of commercial shop-made braces of 
that vintage exist where the maker made 
an adjustment (repair) at the time of mak
ing the brace. 

On the right side of the upper arm 
the initials GH appear (sorry not GW). 
These initials are moderately sized (0.25 
inches high) and are "poker branded." This 
method of marking wooden tools was not 
uncommon at this time, especially in 
Scandinavia. 

The body is 1. 26 and the arms at their 
attachments are 0.98 inches thick. A fea
ture seen on earlier English contemporary 
pad-chuck braces, but not on braces that 
follow. 

The crank (arms and grip) is one-inch 
stock and the edges heavily rounded. 

There are a few 
worm holes that 
are mostly filled 
with clear wax. 
Please note the 
cramped "C" shape 

1 of the crank with 
the body impinging 
on the opening. 
This is a character
istic style. 

The chuck is of iron and rather large. 
It is hexagonal. Some rare metal chucks 
of this age were octagonal. It receives 
square-tanged bits as opposed to the com
mon rectangular bits of the day made for 
bitstocks and padded braces. Note the 
button is not round but a long oval, oper
ating the catch that holds the bit's tang. 

The expected machine screw trans
fixes the arms of the chuck through the 
wood. However, there is a flat head wood 
screw on the left arm of the chuck whose 
purpose is not clear. Perhaps it is a well 
done repair. 

The chuck is 3. 96 inches overall in 
length. It tapers slightly from 1.394 to 
1.285 toward the end. The "dish"-type 
nose has a bit opening of 0.346 x 0.354-
0.349 inches being slightly asymmetrical. 
The two arms of the chuck are 1. 904 in 
length and 0.545 and 0.532 inches wide. 

Comments: This rare and valuable 
tool deserves an appreciative home, and 
Mount Vernon will provide it. It is from 
the appropriate time period, and in its time 
was at the cutting edge of technology with 
a blend of both the then old and the then 
new design features. It raises some inter
esting questions which study by imaging 
such as X-ray could solve. 

The next time you find a "Sheffield" 
type brace and the chuck appears dirty 
and oxidized black, check to be sure that 
it is not the rare iron chuck variety before 

you pass it by. And if you see a brace with 
a round shoulder, best get it. 

References: 1975. EAIA reprint. Gaynor, Jay. Sep
tember 2000. "Chuck It: Eighteenth-Century 
Metal-Pad Braces." 

The Chronicle of EAIA. Peterson, Eric M. Decem
ber 1999. 

"Nomenclature and the Anatomy of Wooden 
Braces." The GRISTMILL. Roberts, Kenneth. 
1980. "Some 19th Century English Wood
working Tools." Fitzwilliam: Ken Roberts Pub
lishing. Smith, Joseph. 1816. "Explanation or 
Key to the Various Manufactories of Sheffeld." 

The Authors: 

Phil Baker (philipw.baker@gte.net) is 
the chairman of the Mount Vernon Com
mittee of M-WTCA and obtained this brace 
in England. 

Eric M. Peterson (donicker@gulftel. 
com) is a collector and student of wooden 
braces. ©2001 Eric M. Peterson. Feel free 
to contact either of us. 

The Mt. Vernon Committee solicits 
your participation in whatever you wish 
to contribute: time, donations, tools, ad
vice, suggestions, or other interest. 

Thank you 
To M-WTCA, a special thank you 

for helping young people work as sum
mer interns at Mount Vernon. 

Our granddaughter, Erin Brokaw, 
19, is there now. She is a sophomore 
in the honors college at Central Michi
gan University in Mount Pleasant. 

This a great opportunity for our 
youth. We can't say enough good 
things about the program and the 
Mid-West Tool Collectors Association 
for being one of only a few sponsors. 
Thanks especially to Mel Ring, Philip 
Baker and Doug Cox. 

- Always in friendship, 
Proud Grandparents Marvin and 

Joan Bunn, Rockford, MI. 
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lOOLS 
Mysteries of a Cornice Molding Plane 

By Michael J. Hanley 

I n looking at old architectural wood 
work and furniture I have come to ad
mire the use of fine moldings that 

craftsmen used to finish their work. 

As I learned woodworking, I realized 
early on that these molding details made 
my work come alive - made it something 
special. Conversely, without the molding 
details, my finest work was often plain 
and unremarkable. So in my own wood
working studio, the shaper and router 
have long held a special place in my heart 
for their ability to make my work some
thing of beauty. It would follow, then, that 
the old wooden molding planes also hold 
an attraction for me. 

For some years now, I've sold more 
tools then I have bought in the hope of 
saving enough to buy a cornice molding 
plane. At the Stevens Point M-WTCA 
meeting in fall of 1999 I noticed one that 
intrigued me, but it had some problems 
that made me hesitate. To describe the 
plane, it measured almost 6 inches wide, 
14 inches long, with an iron 3 3/8 inches 
wide. The plane, handle and wedge were 
made of cherry and were unusually deco
rative with molded features (Fig. 1 
cross-section) and heavy chamfers that 
indicate an 18th century maker. A single 
mark measuring 1/4 by 7/16 read N*P 
stamped upside-down on the toe. 

I believe I saw this same plane for 
sale at the last national meeting in Rock
ford, IL, some years earlier. If I recall, 
there was a second narrower complex 

A cornice molding plane. 

molder that looked like it came from the 
same maker. Apparently, the other plane 
sold, yet the larger plane sat for some 
years without a buyer. 

While this plane was unusually de
tailed, it had a number of problems from 
a collector's viewpoint. Most obvious was 
the apparent lack of an identified maker's 
mark. The wood and finish appeared origi
nal, although dull and somewhat shabby 
from the years, and there were numerous 
paint spatters. The body of the plane was 
split slightly where a screw had been used 
to secure a pine depth stop on the sole of 
the plane. The handle was loose to the 
point of not supporting the weight of the 

-----------, 

plane, but was held 
by a fastener that 
didn't seem like it 
would allow removal 
for repair. Perhaps 
most disturbing, the 
iron 's appearance 
made one question 
whether it was origi
nal. 

Fig I . Cross-section drawing of front of the plane. 

With all the 
problems, the plane 
once again sat 
through an entire 
meeting without find
ing a new owner. 

Looking past its nu
merous problems 
and shabby appear
ance, it struck me as 
one of the most beau
tiful tools I'd ever 
seen. Because of the 
molded details on the 
plane body, the un
usually large size 
seemed almost deli
cate , and I sensed 
the color of the wood 
was beautiful be
neath the dirt. 

Many of the 
tools in my limited 
collection were ac
quired because of the 
beauty of their mate

rials and workmanship even though oth
ers did not generally seek them as "col
lectible." I decided an unmarked 18th cen
tury plane meant more to me than a good 
maker's mark from a later period. At the 
end of the meeting, I was able to negoti
ate a price I felt was fair, and beamed all 
the way home with my newfound treasure. 

Once home, it was now time to give 
the tool some TLC. I am an avid wood
worker, and most of my collection is re
ally the working tools used in my studio. 

While I have restored numerous tools 
and furniture over the years, I wanted to 
approach this one with the highest level 
of respect as the most significant piece I 
own. I decided to restore the plane with
out stripping and refinishing. First 
though, I neede-d to address the loose 
handle and other repairs. 

The style, wood and finish of the 
handle appeared to be original (Fig. 2) . 
However, substantial shrinkage of the 
handle front-to-back resulted in it being 
quite loose. The shrinkage was across the 
width of the board making up the handle, 
as should be expected. Looking for this 
type of shrinkage in wood is one of the 
tests to determine if an antique is old or a 
reproduction. For example, an antique 
round table top never is really round be
cause of the wood shrinkage across the 
grain. 
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Fig 2. Side view drawing of handle. 

The handle was so loose it rocked 
front-to-back, held only by a fastener 
driven from the front of the handle base 
into the plane body. With a great deal of 
caution, I was able to pry the front of the 
handle up and lift it out of the plane for 
inspection. 

I found the fastener was a square nail 
approximately 2 inches long. While the 
surfaces of the nail are relatively smooth, 
they feel somewhat uneven along their 
length. This and the appearance of the nail 
head suggested to me the nail might be 
hand forged. The maker left the bottom 
surface of the handle rough-cut. It was 
typical of old time craftsmen not to waste 
time hand planing surfaces that were not 
seen, like the bottom of a table or the back 
of a cabinet. The saw marks still on the 
bottom of the plane handle are at an angle 
of about 60 degrees to the edge of the 
board, with notable saw tooth marks un
evenly spaced approximately every 118th 
inch. With such a small surface and an 
inexperienced eye, I wasn't able to deter
mine if the saw marks were early pit-sawn 
or not. I took a rubbing of the saw marks 
but, as expected, it didn't reproduce very 
well. 

By waxing the nail ( still stuck in the 
handle) I was able to re-insert the handle 
in the plane a number of times to test-fit 
and repair it. 

There was a gap of approximately 1/ 
16th inch in the plane handle front and 

back, for a total of 118th shrinkage over 
the 3 1/2-inch handle, assuming it was 
tight when originally installed. I produced 
1116th cherry shims and reset the handle 
- solid as a rock. 

Next I carefully scraped the paint 
spatters off the plane body with a knife 
blade using a sharp eye and lots of light. 
This is a time consuming process but 
leaves the finish mostly untouched and 
avoids stripping. Then I cleaned the wood 
with mineral spirits, leaving the plane fin
ish in as-found condition. 

I also extracted the screw that had 
split the top surface of the plane. I was 
able to press the wood back in place with
out damaging the finish. I ground the tip 
off the screw and reinserted it. 1 re-oiled 
the wooden parts of the plane and was 
quite pleased to see it come back to life. 
The cherry wood is most beautiful, and 
many have commented since on the rich 
color and patina. 

The iron (Fig. 3) is unmarked, with 
signs that there had been serious rust at 
one time. The iron and wedge are both 
round-topped and the wedge has a heavy 
chamfer around the top circumference. 
Both have been hit repeatedly with a ham
mer, as was the practice of tightening 
them in the plane. The top edge of the 
iron is flared by the repeated strokes of 
the hammer as would be expected. 

The iron is tapered 1116th thicker at 
the cutting edge. This suggests it was not 
recently made out of sheet stock, but still 
it looks like it is somewhat thinner at the 
bottom than it should be. Indeed, the 
wedge protrudes a bit beyond the iron 
through the bottom of the plane - getting 
in the way of any real work. It occurred 
to me that if the iron had been ground 
thinner in an effort to clean it, then the 
wedge would have dropped a bit to make 
up for the lost thickness of the iron. Ei
ther that or the iron had been replaced 
improperly. In any event, with the wedge 
below the bed of the plane, it was impos
sible to use the plane. 

Rather then alter the plane or wedge 
in any way, I provided a shim between the 
wedge and the iron to see if it would make 
a difference. With a shim as small as 1/ 
32nd inch the wedge didn't drop so far 
down and got back out of the way so the 
plane could work. Still, was the iron a re-

Top view of the plane. 

placement or was the original iron left 
somewhat thinner due to wear? A num
ber of our members have inspected the 
iron and believe it is hand forged and not 
new - although an experienced smith 
could have made it look old if he intended. 
However, if we understand how these 
irons were sharpened, perhaps its being 
worn down too thin at the cutting edge 
can give us a clue to its age. 

Bench planes and chisels are gener
ally sharpened by grinding and honing the 
bevel because that is the most expedient 
approach. Woodworkers did a lot of hard 
work in a day's time and spent a fair 
amount of time sharpening their tools. 
However, today router bits and complex 
molding knives for shapers are not nor
mally sharpened on the bevel because of 
the risk of altering the shape or profile of 
the molding. This was even more of an 
issue with a wooden molding plane be
cause if you altered the shape of the iron 
too much, it wouldn't match the sole of 
the plane and would stop working alto
gether. 

I have cleaned up more then a few 
molding planes only to find this problem. 
I suspect that complex molding plane 

Continued on page 18 
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Mysteries of a Cornice Molding Plane 

Continued from page 17 

irons were always properly sharpened by 
grinding the flat face - easy enough with 
today's grinding equipment but a tough 
job by hand. Perhaps this iron had been 
sharpened often enough over its life, leav
ing it too thin at the cutting edge and caus
ing the wedge to drop below the bed of 
the plane. If so, the iron is certainly old. 

In any event, with the wedge 
shimmed properly in place, would the 
plane work? After all this effort, I was 
disappointed to find the iron was some
what dull and didn't really cut all that 
well. I have decided to leave the iron as 
found until I know more about the plane. 
As a result, I didn't get a finished piece of 
molding from it. 

However, in trying to use it, I realize 
I have even more questions about how this 
work was done and why the plane was 
made the way it was. For example, how 
do you hold a board 3/4 by 4 by 10 feet 
long steady enough to strike the molding? 
The entire face of the board is going to be 
worked, so you can't clamp it to the bench 
without the clamp getting in the way of 
the plane. I recall hearing of grooved 
"holders" for the narrow window parts as 
they are worked, but they wouldn't nor
mally be 10 feet long as with a crown 
molding. This is something I will need to 
experiment with further. 

There is also the question of the pine 
width stop screwed to the bottom of the 
plane (Fig. 1). With the pine stop in place, 
the plane is set to work a board 3/4 inches 
thick by 3 1/2 to 4 inches wide. Remov
ing the pine stop would allow working 
wider stock for the crown molding using 
a second plane - producing a wider, more 
complex molding. I've seen similar allow
ances on panel raising planes, although 
they are usually a more elaborate adjust
able fence. Still, this is an early plane and 
it may have been an early approach to 
solving the problem. Was the plane origi
nally this way or was this part of the plane 
plowed out by a user later on, realizing 
he could extend the use of the plane? 

The only known maker I could find, 
either American or British, with initials 
N*P is Nathaniel Potter, a carpenter from 
Lynn, MA, living from 1693 to 1768. This 
period certainly coincides with the looks 
of the plane, but his only documented 

...-----------------, sion often made early wooden planes. In 
the mid-1700s, there were not so many 
full-time woodworkers spread throughout 
the colonies, prompting the need for 
full-time plane makers in their immedi
ate area. Often early furniture- or 
cabinet-makers made the tools for their 
own use. Some may have become recog-
nized for their tool making expertise and 
made others for sale. But in this period, 
plane making was not yet their primary 
way of making a living. 

If their primary living was the mak
ing of fine furniture or fine household trim, 
then they were trained with an eye for 

L--------------____. beauty and accustomed to taking the time 
Fig 3. Drawing of iron profile. to add fine details to everything they 

mark is N*Potter. Is it possible that N*P 
is an earlier mark for Nathaniel, or that 
ofanothermakeryetunknown,orjustthe 
craftsman who it was made for? 

I especially wonder if the partner to 
this plane - the second complex molder 
that I missed at the Rockford meeting -
has the same mark or other clues. I would 
appreciate hearing from anyone knowing 
about the other plane or who N*P might 
be. 

For now, I am resigned to not know
ing the actual name of the person who 
made this tool. But, if you will, let's spend 
a moment reflecting on the beauty of this 
early plane and whom the maker might 
have been. Let's not be so consumed by 
the need for his name, but try to under
stand what were his makeup, training and 
profession. 

The most basic difference between 
the 18th and 19th century wooden planes 
is their "look." This is a function of the 
additional details lavished on them by 
their makers, most obvious in this plane. 
Even though it is a large plane, the molded 
details give it a graceful, light appearance. 
Other 18th century planes have extra wide 
chamfers and rounded edges. The most 
sought after include other details, some
times carved, that add to their beauty, 
making them almost an object of art. Why 
is it that by as early as 1800 this disap
peared and the tools looked like - well, 
just tools? 

Remember that craftsmen who were 
not making planes as their sole profes-

made. It would be almost impossible for 
a craftsman of this makeup to produce 
even a simple tool like a plane without 
taking the time to make it pleasing to the 
eye and comfortable to the touch. 

Conversely, the later planemakers 
often made that their entire living, and 
their only training was in the making of 
planes - not furniture. They had neither 
the eye nor the time or inclination to make 
their tools ornate. They were, after all, 
just tools. 

So, in the end, it is very possible that 
N*P is not just the mark of the person 
that used this fine tool, but is in fact the 
person who made it for his own use. If so, 
what fine work did he leave behind for us 
to enjoy beyond the tool we have studied 
here? What pleasure and enjoyment did 
he bring to those that saw his work so 
long ago, just as it has for us today? 

Tool Web Site 

Michael and Jackie Swede, longtime 
tool dealers in England, have just set up 
a Web site:www.mikeswedetools.com 
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MECHANICAL IMPLEMENT; SIMPLE DEVICE; HISTORY 

An Unusual Twist-lock Wooden Brace 

By Eric M. Peterson 

Anatomy 

E 
n the 2 5 years that this brace 

has been in my collection, I have never 
seen another like it. It's not the appear

ance that is unusual. It looks a lot like an 
American wooden chairmaker's brace, but 
the difference is in the chuck. The chuck 
contains a bored out cylinder 0.92 inches 
in diameter which is 3. 75 inches deep end
ing in a cul de sac. The walls are without 
taper. The pads have a tang that is 0.90 
inches round in diameter. On the free end 
of the tang, stock has been removed along 
1.3 inches of length to create a flat sur
face, removing about a third of the diam
eter of the tang. This slips into the chuck 
with ease. Now this is the interesting part. 
Near the bottom of the chuck cavity cross
ing its channel at a right angle is a 0.22-
inch metal pin inserted into a hole drilled 
from the outside of the chuck across a 
third of its internal opening. 

The reason for the creation of the flat 
surface on the pad's tang is now appar
ent. This permits the pad's tang to be fully 
inserted into the chuck bypassing the 
metal pin to a depth where the pad's body 
can now bear on the external end of the 
chuck. The pin prevents the pad from ro
tating within the chuck. 

A notch has been cut on the pad's 
tang matching the location of the hidden 
metal pin. By completely inserting and 
then twisting the pad, the pin is engaged 
in the notch and the pad is locked in place 
and will not fall out, until the brace's ro
tation is reversed. 

A right-handed brace 

Most bits are fashioned to cut only 
righthanded, that is, with a clockwise ro
tation (as viewed from the head end). This 
right versus left-handedness is evident in 
a number of instances in the design of 
braces. For example, Scandinavian braces 
commonly have a lead in the sweep and 
this lead is clockwise. Wooden (and a few 
metal) chucks are threaded and have a 
standard right-hand thread regardless of 
the pitch. Naturally, these braces will only 
cut with a clockwise rotation. Similarly, 
most wood cutting bits are designed to 
operate in right-handed rotation. 

A left-handed brace would be ar
ranged the mirror image of all this. To date 
I have not seen (recognized) a left-handed 
brace. (Did you know that 11 % of Ameri
cans and Europeans are left-handed? This 
could be a new victimized minority?) 

This tool was made by a professional 
toolmaker. There is nothing crude about 
it. It is fashioned from beech and worked 
in a pleasing design. The chamfering is 
even and appropriate. The brass ferrule 
is sturdy and well seated. The head and 
neck appear to be fashioned of one piece 
but due to the construction of the turned 
wooden spindle whose head is captured 
within a chamber in the head/neck it is 
obvious that there are two pieces joined 
together so skillfully that it is not appar
ent even with magnification. Tracing the 
wood's grain also suggests two pieces. 

The head and neck portions are 
rather delicately but sturdily turned. All 
in all, a remarkable tool made for rather 

Continued on page 20 
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Twist-lock Brace 
Continued from page 19 

sturdy work. 

The pads are turned in the fashion 
suggesting the 19th century Dutch pad
ded braces, but this style is by no means 
peculiar to them. Flat rectangular tangs 
are found on the metal bits inserted in the 
wooden pads. The bits are nose bits or 
perhaps one cut down to a quill. One bit 
is a replacement. There are none of the 
markings on the bits that are almost 
obligatory were this a chairmaker's bit. 
Those bits of course are usually short 
spoon bits. If this was used for a specific 
trade, I do not have a clue. 

The brace is 15. 75 inches over all; 
the head is 3.2 inches in diameter; the 
head/neck is 2. 40 inches over all; the 
stock is 1.63 inches thick; the maximum 
diameter of the grip is 0.908-.872 inches; 
and the weight is 566 grams. There are 
no markings. The head has an old unap
parent and skillful repair of a small 
cracked off piece. 

The largest of the five pad's bits is a 
forged nose bit measuring 12.5 inches, 
with a bit diameter of 0.543 inches. 

I have a similar but uniquely fash
ioned twist lock padded bit that Dick 
Opsahl gave to me with no idea of its 
source. So somewhere there is a brace to 
go with that bit. If there are two, there 
are undoubtedly more. Should you have 
one of these twist-lock wooden braces, I 
would very much like to hear from you. 

The author has been an acquirer, col
lector and now a student of braces. This 
article is from a study in progress. 

Eric M. Peterson donicker@gulftel. 
com. ©2001 

lOOILS 
Auction Scheduled 

Brown Auction dates have been scheduled for 2002. 

Clarence Blanchard, president of Antique and Collectible Tools, said the auction 
service has consigned a single collection for the April event and has started taking 
consignments for October. Both sales will be held at the Camp Hill Radisson in Penn
sylvania. Dates are April 5-6 and Oct. 11-12, 2002. 

RoyVTools 
Old Tools 

V's Antiques 
Located at 

Antiques Center of Illinois, Wheeling, IL 
Volo Antique Mall III, Volo, IL 

4000 + Old Tools of All Trades and Makers 
Planes, Rules, Levels, Squares, Shaves, Chisels, 

Gauges and Much More! 

Inquiries Invited 
Telephone: 847-382-3831 

Fax: 847-382-3513 
E-mail: RoyVTools@AOL.com 

Visit our website: www.RoyVTools.com 
U.S. Mail: P.O. box 3254, Barrington, IL 60010 

AMERICAN MARKING GAGES 
PATENTED AND MANUFACTURED 

In the spirit of Christmas the author is offering FREE SIDPPING on books shipped prior 
to December 15, 2001 

American Marking Gages is the culmination of ten years of work, thousands of miles of 
travel and thousands of hours of study and writing. The hardbound book contains: 

• a total of 445 pages 
• 16 page insert of color photos 
• over 225 black & white photos 
• hundreds advertisements and diagrams 

This book contains expanded information about manufacturers and patentees already 
familiar to tool collectors. Some gage makers were also plane makers, rule makers, 
square and bevel makers etc. Names such as W. Ward, D. P. Sanborn, H Browning, 
A. H. Blaisdell, E. Briggs will be found. 

Available from the Author 

Milton Bacheller 
185 South Street 
Plainville,Massachusetts 02762 

$65.oo If Shipped prior to 
Dec 15,2001 

Includes Shipping & Handling in U.S. 
(Priority Mailing) 
$10.00 per book additional outside U.S. 

(Book Rate Mailing) U.S. wrrency only 
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lOOLS 
Early Praise for the Unique Foster Turntable Plane 

Compiled by John Wells & Mary Lou Stover 

Jhe Foster turntable plane is a very 
~ scarce and sought-after plane. 

A Foster plane sold in Martin 
Donnelly's April 2001 "Live Free or Die" 
auction in Nashua, NY, for $3,800 plus 10 
percent buyers premium. 

The Foster turntable plane was pat
ented Jan. 29, 1907, by Edwin W Foster 
of Central Park, NY (now Bethpage). 

The following is what Wood Craft 
magazine had to say about the new plane 
in March 1907, only a few months after 
the high school manual training teacher's 
plane was introduced. 

A New Plane 

The woodworker does not need his 
attention called to the advantage of a par
ing cut over the straight thrust of a chisel 
edge, nor the general difference between 
chisel action and knife action. He has 
learned, perhaps unconsciously, to tum 
his block plane at an angle with his work 
for easier and smoother working and has 
discovered at the same time that the 
straightening action due to length in a 
plane is thereby lost. 

It was with some of these facts in 
mind and particularly the troubles of 

Fig.1 

young students trying to block plane that 
the new plane was developed. With a de
sire to secure a paring action in a plane 
without using special details in the way 
of specially shaped plane iron, cap iron, 
etc., the plan was conceived of placing a 
circular plate in the sole of the plane, to 
which all the working parts might be fas
tened. The whole combination would be 
free to revolve in either direction. 

In the bottom of the plate or turntable 
was cut an opening corresponding with a 
mouth similar to that of an ordinary plane. 
After the problem of angularity was 
solved, it remained to add a shoulder to 
keep the sole of the turntable flush with 

the sole of the plane and a means for fas
tening the turntable at any desired posi
tion. 

The woodworker is at liberty to use 
the plane with the cutting edge in the 
usual position or to set it at any desired 
angle at will, the change occupying just 
one second. This theory has been found 
to work out in practice very satisfacto
rily. In fact, the tool has developed possi
bilities not expected in the original con
ception. For example, this plane worked 
directly across the grain when the plane 
iron is at forty-five degrees with as much 
ease and smoothness as directly with the 

Continued on page 22 

- :;;,,---

Photo 1 The Foster plane in its normal upright position. Photo 2 The Foster plane used on its side as a shoot board 
plane. Photo provided by John Wells. Photo provided by John Wells. 
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lOOILS 

Early Praise for the Unique Foster Turntable Plane 
Continued from page 21 

grain, making it a comparatively simple 
matter to take out warp and wind. 

In fulfilling its original purpose, how
ever, that of planing end grain, its great
est usefulness is found. To be able to block 
plane with a smoothing plane without the 
possibility of knocking off the far comers 
is a great gain and a satisfaction which 
needs to be experienced; the length of the 
sole accomplishing its straightening ac
tion at the same time. 

Again, if the worker prefers 
shooting-board work, the tool maybe ad
justed instantly for either a right-handed 
or left-handed workman. 

The loss of width in the cut due to 
the angularity is more than compensated 
for by the greater ease in the working and 
the smoothness of the cut. In planing 
straight forward with the grain, this sav
ing in muscular effort is very noticeable. 
The resulting side thrust is said to be 
barely perceptible at first and after a few 
strokes the muscles become so accus
tomed to it that it may be disregarded. 

Fig. 1 shows the general arrangement 
and needs little explanation, the turntable, 
plane iron, cap, clamp and adjustments 
being self-evident. The adjusting screw A 
and thumb-nut B fasten the turntable or 
loosen it for any desired changes with two 
movements of the hand, while the adjust
ments of the plane iron by means of screw 

ESTATE 

or lever may be made as usual with the 
turntable in any position. 

The other illustrations, Figs. 2, 3, 4 
and 5, show the plane in various positions 
and clearly exhibit its peculiarities of con
struction and usefulness. This plane is the 
invention of Edwin W Foster, of Central 
Park, Nassau County, N. Y. 

AUCTION 
Richard Reneau, Bowling Green, KY 

His farm related interests and hobby 
Led him in many directions. 

Many Tools Date Back To 18oos / Implements = Early 19;00s 

* Woodworking Tools * Leather Tools 
* Blacksmith Tools * Plumbing Tools 

* Brass steam whistles & tire pumps *Hit-miss engines *Broad axes 
* Cast iron stoves & tractor seats *Petroleum cans *Rare books 

Sale dates: Sept 7-8 Info: F-S Realty/ 270-586-9222 / www.fsrealtyonline.com 
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What's the Story Behind This Stanley No. 2 Plane? 

By Mark DeVito 

E 
n the past we've read more than one 
article about "rare" No. 2 Stanley 
planes. Sometimes I think we've be

come a little numb to the word "rare." 

The word seems to get used too of
ten when describing tools. Is a tool con
sidered rare because the supply doesn't 
seem to meet the demand, as in the case 
of the Stanley No. 1 plane? We know there 
were plenty of those made, yet the price 
still seems high for what I consider a 
pretty common tool. Or is a tool still con
sidered rare when there are only a few 
examples known, but it may not have a 
great dollar amount attached to it. 

Is the plane shown and described 
here a rare plane? I really don't know. 
Actually, the first time I was offered the 
plane I passed on it. I thought for sure I 
would never see it again. And then weeks 
later there it was for sale at one of the 
large East Coast dealer shows. I looked 
it over again and passed on it again. This 
time I thought surely the plane would be 
sold to someone who would appreciate its 
unique traits. A few weeks later, my curi
osity got the best of me, and I contacted 
the dealer that had been selling the plane. 
Surprisingly, the plane was still available. 
This time I knew I had to make a deal for 
it. It was just too different. And after all, 
how many more chances could I get? 

The plane, which was found in the 
New Britain, CT, area, is basically a stan
dard Stanley type 7 /8 No. 2 with the front 
removed starting at the cross rib. It has 
the S casting mark on both the base and 
the frog and a B casting mark on the le
ver cap. The cutter has a type V trade
mark, and I guess it is a later replace
ment. The plane has been neatly reworked 
and the sides ground to meet the cross 
rib, forming clean square front corners. 
It was as well done as any factory ground 
area on the plane. The new length of the 
plane is 6" including the handle overhang. 

Well so far you're thinking it's noth
ing special. At some point in the plane's 
life the front was removed. We've all seen 
this done before on other planes. But now 
here is the interesting part. On the side 
of the plane there is a stamp that reads: 
"A.F. Schade 4/1902." 

Does a well-known name on this plane make it a rarity? 

Some of you may recognize the name 
A.F. Schade as the longtime Stanley em
ployee, Albert F. Schade. He had worked 
at Stanley from 1878 until 1933. His 
brother was Edmund A. Schade. Both men 
were very active in tool development at 
Stanley. So I guess this raises the ques
tions: Was this plane a prototype devel
oped by Albert Schade for Stanley? I can't 
imagine there being a great demand for a 
No. 2 size bullnose plane. Or was this 
plane just a personal use tool for Mr. 
Schade who needed, of all things, a 

bull-nosed No. 2 smoother to complete 
that special project. Or maybe A.F. Schade 
stamped his name and the date on all of 
his tools and this was just a damaged No. 
2 plane that he cleaned up a bit. We'll 
probably never know for sure . 

Can the right man's name on a plane 
make it rare? It seems to work that way 
for wood planes, doesn't it? I would ap
preciate any and all comments and would 
like to know of any other tools with a simi
lar stamp. 
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M-WTCA Announces Scholarship Winners 

S even children of 
_ ")M-WTCA mem
~bers have re

ceived a $1000 
college scholarship 
from M-WTCA for 
the 2001-2002 aca
demic year. The 
2001 M-WTCA 
Scholarship win
ners: Donnelly KaledasJr. 

Margaret 
Donnelly, daughter of Martin and 
Kathleen Donnelly of Avoca, NY., will at
tend Shenandoah University at Wmches
ter, VA, majoring in music education. 

Wtlliam R. Kaledas Jr., son of Wtll
iam and Suzanne Kaledas of Danville, 
PA., will enter Bloomsburg University at 
Bloomsburg, PA, majoring in computer 
science. 

Matthew E. Lowerr, son of Beau and 
Cheryl Lowerr of Waukesha, Wl, will be 
a student at the Milwaukee School of En
gineering at Milwaukee, WI, majoring in 
network management. 

Lori Moll, granddaughter of Phillip 
and Ethel Bright of Durham, NC., will be 
attending college and will be majoring in 
marine environmental science. 

Amy Elisabeth Ring, granddaughter 
of Mel and Loretta Ring of Huntington, 
IN, will attend Ball State University at 
Muncie, IN, majoring in communications. 

Moll 

Jennifer Rutledge, granddaughter of 
Mel and Loretta Ring of Huntington, IN, 
will enter the college of architecture and 
planning at Ball State University at 
Muncie, IN, majoring in architecture. 

Rutledge 

Wtlliam A. Steere, grandson of Bud 
and Vera Steere of North Kingston, RI, 
will be a student at Boston College at 
Boston, MA, majoring in pre-medicine. 

SEEMJ Al 
BATTLE CIEEI 
Marvin Bunn used peach pits to 

carve tramp art at the Battle 
Creek meet. Mike Slasinski photo. 

Lowerr 

Ring 

Steere 
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Children or Grand
children of M-WTCA 
Members are Eligible 
for Scholarships 

Applications are being ac
cepted for six $1,000 college 
schlarships to be awarded by 
M-WTCA for the 2002-2003 aca
demic year. 

Children or grandchildren of 
M-WTCA members are eligible. 
Applications must be received by 
the Scholarship Committee before 
April 1, 2002. 

Ron Cushman is chairman of 
the committee. He is assisted by 
Bob Bernard. Guidelines for the 
scholarship program are found in 
the back of the directory under 
"Policies, Procedures and Prac
tices." For a scholarship applica
tion and information, contact 
Ronald Cushman, PO Box 257, Al
mond, NY 14904; phone (607) 
276-6085; e-mail toolman@ 
info blvd.net 

Or contact Bob Bernard, 7325 
Dryer Road, Victor, NY 14564; 
email bernards@servtech.com 
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_____ ______, PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT 1---------, 

DAVID STANLEY AUCTIONS 
38th INTERNATIONAL AUCTION 

of 1600 Lots of Quality Antique Woodworking and Allied Trades Tools 
on SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29th 2001 

,.:._ ,_, - ---. 
~ ' • 

~ - - - ---

To include The Gerald Penn collection of over 150 lots of mainly Lancashire watch and clockmakers tools including a fine 
19c wheel cutting engine with numerous cutters and a 19c fluting and reeding engine. Also, 9 Swiss or English mandrels, 2 
rare pinion cutting engines, rounding up tools, early throws, lathes and factory tools including 100 lots of small tools. 

Also, a magnificent 19c bronze, ivory and wood carved Japanese Okimono figure of a sawyer, early dated blockshaafs and 
many other early dated tools, a unique d/t steel soled brass smoother by MATHIESON and an early skew mitre plane by 
SPIERS. NORRIS No 11 mitre plane, No 31 thumb plane and little used A5OG smoother, other planes and tools by 
PRESTON, STANLEY, RECORD, HOLTZAPFFEL, BUCK etc. 

A MARPLES Ultimatum boxwood brace and many other braces. A rare pair of GREENSLADE plough and fillester planes 
with brass screws, wide cornice and Dutch planes including a little used set of 5 planes by COGDELL and other early 
moulders. Our usual fine selection of ivory rules, 19c boxwood and ebony miniatures, levels, bobs, trammels, axes, carving 
tools, books and catalogues. 

Also the final entry of tools from HM Customs & Excise. 

Fully illustrated colour catalogue includes estimated prices, condition coding, postal bidding instructions & prices realised list after the sale. 

Price $28 from The Mechanicks Workbench, P.O. Box 420, Marion, Mass. 02738 USA. 
USA Tel: (508) 748-1680 

or Australia and New Zealand for 
£24 from David Stanley Auctions, Osgathorpe, Leics. LE12 9SR England 

from Australia Tel: 00-11-44-1530 222320 
New Zealand Tel: 00-44-1530 222320 

or E-mail Tools@davidstanley.com quoting your mailing address and credit card details. 
See out web site at www.davidstanley.com 
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n JACKDE~" 
A Comprehensive Direc
tory of Ohio-made Tools 

Wouldn't be without it. Use it all the 
time. These are comments heard about 
Jack Devitt's book "The Who, What, 
Where and When of Ohio Toomakers and 
Their Tools." 

Devitt, a longtime member of the 
Mid-West Tool Collectors, Ohio Tool Col
lectors and Early American Industries 
associations, put together a comprehen
sive directory of tools made in Ohio. It 
contains 2,500 illustrations and photos, 
including six pages in full color of out
standing tools in pristine condition. 

A reader who wants to know more 
about a toolmaker can find the informa
tion easily by referring to the alphabeti
cal listing. The book is also arranged ac
cording to the area in which the maker 
worked. 

The listing shows when and where 
the toolmaker worked, what brand, model 
or type he produced and other references 
to obtain additional information. Devitt 
tried not to duplicate information or pho
tos that can be found elsewhere. 

The book also includes shop tools, 
farm implements and household tools. 

-Mary Lou Stover 

'The Who, What Where and When of 
Ohio Toolmakers and Their Tools," 
By Jack Devitt. Softcover, 300 pages, 
$30 including postage and handling 
Jack Devitt, P.O. 116, Ottoville, OH 
45876 (419) 453-3204 

An Invaluable Price Guide 

Herbert P. Kean's third edition of "A 
Price Guide to Antique Tools" is, like his 
others, invaluable to collectors. 

It factors in current prices realized 
from tool sales on the Internet. Prices are 
averaged from recent auctions, electronic 
auctions and Kean's knowledge of general 
auction trends. Condition, he says, gov
erns the market on what collectors will 
pay for a tool. 

A price range is given for each tool, 
using a good to to good plus condition. 
Isolated cases of unusually high or 
unusally low prices were omitted in de
termining the range. 

This edition lists prices for 12,000 
individual tools and chart combinations. 
It is fully illustrated. 

A longtime collector of antique tools, 
he co-authored with Emil Pollack "Collect
ing Antique Tools" and wrote "Restoring 
Antique Tools." He has written more than 
70 articles for antiques journals, appeared 
on the History Channel's documentary on 
antique tools and written a section on 
antique tools for The New Book of Knowl
edge. He is considered an authority of 
antique tools and their prices. 

-Mary Lou Stover 

"A Price Guide to Antique Tools," by 
Herbert P. Kean. Softcover, 160 pages, 
$17.95 Astragal Press P.O. Box 239, 
Mendham, NJ 07945. (973) 543-3045 
www. astragalpress. com 

A Reprint of English 
Toolmakers Catalog 

James Isaac and John Fussels were 
edge-tool makers in the Frome, Somerset, 
England area, 1744-1895. 

The Tools and Trades Society has 
reprinted the only catalog known of the 
Fussels firm. Though undated, the cata
log is believed to have been first produced 
shortly after Isaac Nash took over the 
company in 1884. 

Edge-tools include spades, hoes, 
forks, axes, billhooks and others used in 
agriculture, mining and horticulture. 

The catalog shows 36 patterns of 
garden hoes, which were available in eight 
sizes, plus wheat hoes, turnip hoes and 
more. A section-on axes and billhooks will 
be of special interest to collectors. 

The reprint is well done with very 
clear illustrations, unusual considering 
the catalog's age. 

Jane and Mark Rees, who wrote the 
introduction, provide a history of the firm 
and its owners. 

Copies are available through The 
Tools and Trade Society. Contact Jane 
Rees, Barrow Mead Cottage, Rush Hill, 
Bath BA2 2QP7, England. Phone 01225 
8370317, fax 01225 8354 707, e-mail 
jane@reestools.co.uk 

- Mary Lou Stover 
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1000 Antique Tools In Two Auctions in 24 Hours 

Baxter's Auction Indianapolis, Indiana November 9 & 10, 2001 

Philip Whitby Presents A Varied Collection of; Braces, Hammers, Saws, Levels, Coopers Tools, 
Stanley Planes, Keen Kotter Tools, Lufkin Measuring Instruments, Patented Planes, Sargent 
Tools, Union Planes, Millers Falls Tools, Yankee Drills and Screwdrivers, English Infill Planes, 
Stanley Rules, Fencing Tools, Tool Advertising, Chisels and Edge Tools, Primitive and Make Do 
Tools, Wheelwrights Tools, Fancy Plow Planes as well as Other Wooden Planes, Leather Workers 
Tools, Tools New in Original Boxes, Rope Winders, Framing Squares, and Machinist's Tools on 
the Morning of November 10, 2001 at 10:00 A.M. 

On Friday Evening November 9, 2001 there will be special auction devoted entirely to 
WRENCHES. A collection of about 300 lots with selected additions will be sold starting at 7:30 
P.M. Every category of collectable wrench will be represented including; Bicycle, Implement, 
Quick-Adjust, 4-inch Crescent type, Wood Handled Monkey and Pipe, Early Auto~ot!ve, Large 
Industrial, Patented, Foreign, Railroad, Primitive and Hand Forged, Buggy, Combmation and a 
Collection of 25 WINCHESTER Wrenches. 

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND BOTH WRENCH NITE AND THE GENERAL TOOL 
AUCTION NOVEMBER 9th

• AND 10th
• 2001. CENTRALY LOCATED AT 

BAXTER'S AUCTION FACILITY 8051 E. 46th
• St. INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA. 

A few of the special individual tools available in this sale include; Leonard Bailey in Boston vertical 
post plane, Bailey Tool Co. plane with Bailey cast in cap, Victor planes, Phillips plow plane, Stanley 
planes 2-C, 2, 62,72,92,A-78, 57,61, 201,69,9 ½ 1st model, 604,604-C,604 ½ -C, 605 ½-C, 607, 
55,42,46, 50 and lots more. There is a good collection of hammers in this sale, many rare patented 
ones illustrated in THE HAMMER book. Good braces including American Patented, Hand 
Forged, Dutch, Nordic, English, Blacksmith's, Wheelwright's, Stanley and others. 25 lots of 
Lufkin to·ols. 25 Keen Kotter lots. 20 lots of coopers tools including a small croze dated 1811. 

Preview all day Friday and Saturday morning 7:30 till auction time. 
Limited dealer space inside, outside tailgater's welcome. 
Lists may be viewed on the Internet at: http://members.ttlc.net/~lrpw 
Lists for both auctions available by mail for $2.00 from Philip Whitby 
No fee absentee bidding available for those unable to attend, contact Philip Whitby 
Consignments accepted at 15% of hammer over $100 and under $1,000, other rates on request, 
payment in 30 days from sale, we still have room for a few good tools. 10% Buyers Premium. 

WHEN IN NEW ENGLAND BE SURE TO VISIT THE NEW BOSTON TOOL 
ROOM IN KINGSTON, NEW HAMPSHIRE. WE ARE LOADED WITH TOOLS! 

THE NEW BOSTON TOOL ROOM 
CORNER N.H. RT.1215 a NEW B08T0N RD. 

P.O. IOX 100I 
ICING810N,NEWHAMPSHIREOIMI 

tm-e42-i054 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

M~WiCA AIUJXELEAIJ 

Battle Creek Displays Touched By Love 
Jl\~ saying goes "Love adds a sparkle ft to your eyes." The Auxiliary display 
!f theme "A Touch of Love," resulted 
in 13 splendid displays which added 
sparkle to the Michigan meeting. 

Linda Wade won Best of Theme and 
Best of Show with "A Special Michigan 
'Antique' -My Mother." This touching me
morial to her mother, Mae Wallace (May 
1, 1898-Feb. 1, 2001), featured memen
tos from her mother and photos taken 
throughout the decades of her mother's 
life. 

The Best Collection award was gar
nered by Judy Gambrel's "Love Story." The 
impressive collection consisted of beauti
ful silver serving pieces with ornate fig
ural designs. 

Best Out of Theme went to Harriot 
Baker with "Mount Vernon-The Home of 
George Washington." This interesting and 
historical display included Mount Vernon 
memorabilia, such as framed prints, China 
mugs and bowls, and postcards. 

Best Personal Collection was Helen 
Devitt's "A Touch of Love for Sewing." The 
outfits exhibited attest to Helen's excep
tional sewing skills. An added interest to 
the display were the photos showing 
Helen wearing the beautifully made cloth
ing. 

Anne Merill's "A Touch of Love-My 
Mother's Crocheting" was awarded Most 

Women's Auxiliary Officers 
President Judy Gambrel 
Vice President Ann Boltz 
Secretary Joan Fehn 
Treasurer Barb Slasinski 

All material for The Women's Auxiliary 
Pages should be sent to THE GRIST
MILL editor: 

Mary Lou Stover 
S76 W19954 Prospect Drive 
Muskego, WI 53150 

Battle Creek display winners: front row, from left, Linda Wade, Anne Merin, Joan 
Bunn and Judy Gambrel; back row, from left, Joan Fehn, Dell Edwards, Helen Devitt, 

Susan Witzell, Janet Eckstein and Peggy McBride. 

Nostalgic. This tribute to her mother's 
needlework skills included crocheted doi
lies, a set of linens for administering last 
rites, and a coverlet for a cradle. Each 
item was crafted in fine and precisely 
worked stitches. 

The Most Heartwarming award went 
to Janet Eckstein for "A Touch of Love." 
The diverse and striking assortment of 
items with a heart motif generated a great 
deal of conversation among those view
ing her display. A gorgeous quilt with em
broidered hearts was one of the highlights 
of this display. 

The following displays received 
Judges' Choice awards: 

Joan Bunn's homey display, "Made 
with Love," featured a yummy sounding 
pie recipe and a vintage cookbook titled 
Miss Winslow's Domestic Receipt Book 
for 1865. 

"The Princess Lace Loom" by Peggy 
McBride showcased an intriguing lace
making machine. Although the process 
looked rather complicated, the attached 
advertisements promised to make lace 
making so easy that a child could do it. 

The adorable Hummel miniatures in 
Joan Fehn's "M.L Hummel Miniatures" de
picted a "gentler way of life" in a charm
ing village setting. 

Phyllis Moffet's warm-hearted dis-

play titled "Love Letters from a Soldier" 
included a love letter dated 1919 sent 
home by a soldier to his loved ones. 

"Quilts Make Warm Friends" by Dell 
Edwards presented a variety of quilting 
items all displayed on an attractive quilt. 

Susan Witzel's "A Touch of Love from 
GI Daddy Buss" highlighted poignant 
memorabilia from a daddy who was in the 
service stationed overseas. 

Quaint school ledgers, grade books 
and lesson plans from the 1800s were 
exhibited in "Jockeytown School Days" by 
Kathleen Holmes. 

This was a fine grouping of displays, 
clearly put together with a "Touch of 
Love." The exhibits truly touched the 
hearts of those viewing them. As the ten
der bits of information were read, many a 
tear glistened in the readers' eyes. 

Thanks to judges Janet Beatty, Pat 
Mau and Lynne McCalla for a difficult task 
well done. Susan Witzel, the new awards 
chairperson,observedthejudgingtolearn 
about the process. 

The women who set up displays say 
they have fun doing so. Consider becom
ing part of the fun by setting up a display 
of your own. The rules are simple: Have a 
title for your display, include your name, 
and don't forget a table cover. 
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A Special Michigan 'Antique' - My Mother 

By Linda Wade 

"WOW! 102 years," wrote Grandson 
Roger to Grandma Mae. "I can't imagine 
how it must feel to have seen so many 
changes in the world and the way of life 
of people everywhere." 

Grandma Mae was born May 1, 1898 
and died Feb. 1, 2001. She lived in the 
19th, 20th and 21st centuries. In her birth 
year the short Spanish-American War was 
fought, radium was discovered, the 
Campbell Soup Co. started, a three-bed
room house cost $2,200, milk was 13 
cents a half gallon (delivered), and bread 
cost 5 cents a loaf. 

The first box of Crayola crayons was 
produced in 1903 when Mae was five 
years old, and some people were driving 
Model T Fords. The Wright brothers flew 
at Kitty Hawk, the ice cream cone became 
popular, and the first baseball World Se
ries games were played. During this de
cade, Mae walked to school or went by 
horse and buggy. A couple of new words 
from that time were cheerleader and psy
choanalysis. 

Mae attended high school in Lansing. 
Her first job was in 1914 at a dry goods 
store where she earned $8 a week. She 
also worked at City National Bank. In this 
1910s decade the Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts were formed and Lincoln Logs, 
Tinker Toys and Erector sets made their 
appearance. The Panama Canal was com
pleted, the Titanic sank and daylight sav
ings time was instituted. America entered 
World War I. Mae married Hugh Wallace 
in 191 7, and he served overseas during 
the war. 1\vo new words from the 191 Os 
include camouflage and electronics. 

In the 1920s Mae and Hugh estab
lished a home south of Lansing; Hugh 
worked at Oldsmobile. They loved to go 
dancing. This was the "Roaring 1\ven
ties." They read or heard on the radio 
about world events - Lindbergh's nonstop 
flight over the Atlantic, Women's Suffrage 
(Mae voted for the first time) and Gertrude 
Ederle swam the English Channel. In the 
same year as the Stock Market Crash, 
they adopted a son, Keith. Motel, robot 
and teenage were new words. 

America survived the Great Depres
sion of the thirties. Mae and Hugh adopted 
a daughter, Linda. They developed a busi
ness of raising and selling chickens and 

I 

"A Special Michigan Antique - My Mother," by Linda Wade was named both 
Best of Show and Best in Theme at Battle Creek. 

selling eggs. From their huge garden, they 
fed the family and sold the extra produce. 
The Golden Gate Bridge opened, FDR pre
sented his New Deal programs and he had 
"fireside chats." Life magazine was estab
lished and the game of Monopoly was 
born. This decade gave us the new words 
oops, pizza and racism. 

It was with a "Touch of Love" that I 
prepared the display about the long life 
of my mother. She lived her almost 103 
years in Michigan - the host state for the 
June meeting in Battle Creek. My mother 
was not a "keeper" or "collector" or even 
much of a picture taker. I have very few 
old items that were hers. Those items that 
I have were part of my display--her sew
ing basket and gold thimble, two Reinhold 
Schlegelmilch china bowls, an ivory 
handled nail file, a wristwatch and a 
buttonhook for her shoes. Mae's father 
gave her a set of Bavarian china. Although 
I displayed only two pieces of it, I cur
rently have and enjoy using the service 
for twelve. The set is 82 years old. All of 
these keepsakes were placed on pink and 
green - Mae's favorite colors. Even though 
I don't have manythings from my mother's 
younger days, I am blessed with an abun
dance of treasured memories. 

To show the events of the world dur
ing Mae's life, I had the help of the UPS 
"Celebrate the Century" stamp series. 
These stamps were issued in 1998-2000, 
covering one decade at a time. There were 
15 colorful stamps in each set, which are 
still available for purchase. In the 1940s 
set, for example, there was a World War 
II scene and another scene of young 

people dancing the Jitterbug. 

As Mae was sewing, cooking, enter
taining friends, helping her Eastern Star 
church circle, watching the "soaps," and 
enioying her five grandsons, she observed 
cars with fins and lots of chrome, drive-in 
movies in suburbia, and Dr. Salk's polio 
vaccine. As the years went on, she mar
veled at a man on the moon, jumbo jets 
( even though she never flew in a plane), 
cell phones and computers. Her birth date 
of 1898 did present a Y2K type problem 
in all of her computerized records and 
business. 

Among the photos I was able to in
clude in this display were those of Mae 
as a 2 year old, a young wife, a mother, a 
wife celebrating her 55th wedding anni
versary, and Mae on her 101st birthday. 
The most poignant, I think, was Mae hav
ing her last breakfast in her Lansing home 
before moving to live with me. Lansing 
had been her home for 75 years. 

Friends and relatives would quickly 
say Mae was very strong minded, very 
much a lady and that she had a big heart. 
A nurse gave her the nickname "gentle 
bulldozer." I have added copies of my dis
play material to the family albums I am 
preparing for my sons and grandsons. 

A few days before the Battle Creek 
meeting, I had just about decided to leave 
my display at home, thinking it would not 
be of interest to others. So you can imag
ine how pleased I was that so many people 
found it enjoyable and that it was awarded 
Best of Theme and Best of Show. 
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Battle Creek Show and Tell - A Gathering of Friends 
Jl\~t the Battle Creek Show and Tell pro-111 gram, the first-time attendees were 
!i welcomed to the organization and 
urged to become part of our family of 
friends. A number of women also shared 
their personal treasures, collectibles, and 
stories with an attentive audience. 

Barb Slasinski explained how her 
husband Mike landscaped their property. 
In the photographs she showed, it was 
evident that his designs enhance the natu
ral beauty of the land. Jean Royal praised 
her perennial gardener husband. The pho
tos she presented indicated that the praise 
was well deserved. 

Alice Larson discussed her collection 
o! vintage framed pictures. These lovely 
pieces of art were made of ribbon and lace 
and were created from purchased kits. 
Oohs and aahs could be heard rippling 
through the audience as Alice held up 
each picture. Mary Royston brought a 
colorful quilt and quilted potholders. 
These items were skillfully crafted out of 
small pieces of material. 

Joan Bunn demonstrated the use of 
an unusual tool. Her metal lid lifters were 
used to remove the cap off of glass milk 
bottles. Another unusual tool was Phyllis 
Moffet's terrific mechanical rotating 
duster. These tools are a testament to 
human ingenuity- searching for an easier 
and more efficient way of doing work. 

Maureen Henze displayed her un
usual collection of bells with feet instead 
of the usual clappers. An adorable Santa 
was part of her collection. She also dis
cussed her arresting assortment of 1940s 
greeting cards with war themes. 

Susan Witzel talked about a record 
of her father's voice which he made dur
ing the war and sent home as a memento 
to his family. Kathy Cole proudly pre
sented photos of her factory home. The 
photographs showcased renovations 
made by her husband. 

As a culmination to the evening, Judy 
Gambrel gave a slide presentation of her 
extraor~_ary factory home. Her passion 
for patnotism and for red, white and blue 
was evident in each slide. An 8-foot tall 
Statue of Liberty is the highlight of her 
Statue of Liberty collection. One room fea
tures state plates hanging on a wall which 

Barb Cross displayed a wooden grass fan at the Ladies Luncheon during her 
presentation on fans. 

Left: First-time attendees at 
the Show and Tell session 

were (from left) Ginnie 
Ballantine, Sandy Wilson and 

Marie Carpenter 

Tennessee Book 
Set for Upcoming 
Book Club 

By Pat Mau 

is painted flag blue. A patriotic Christmas 
tree, World War I posters and World War lihe Auxiliary book group will discuss 
I sheet music further carry out the red "She Walks These Hills" at the Sep-
white and blue theme. ' tember meeting in Franklin, TN. 

A General Store, one of Judy's 
dreams, provides a unique setting for tins 
~nd other collectibles. Campbell Soup 
items enhance the decor. This interesting 
"tour" through Judy's home delighted the 
audience. 

A special thank you is extended to 
the women who participated and shared 
their stories with this gathering of friends. 
Other special Auxiliary events: Southern 
Exposure Herb Farm tour; lunch at 
Comwell's Turkeyville; program on fans 
by Barbara Cross at the Ladies Luncheon· 
Barb Galfaro and Joan Fehn's craft ses: 
sion; making a bunny from a garden glove 
and a Chinese auction. 

Written by ·sharon McCrumb, the 
book is set in the eastern mountains of 
!ennessee. Although its special strength 
1s the relationship between the charac
ters, it also gives an in-depth look at how 
Appalachia has adapted to modem life. 
~ike the last book on the group's program, 
1t has a historical connection. 

The book discussed at the Battle 
Creek session revolved around a box deco
rated with porcupine quills. Thanks to 
items from Mike Slasinski's Indian col
lection, members now know what that box 
looked like. He also brought boots and 
artifacts from lumbering days that ex
plained other parts of the book. 
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A Touch of Love: My 
Mother's Crocheting 

By Anne Merin 

tf\1 ur family has been enriched by 
V Grandma's talent. My mother learned 
to crochet in Austria-Hungary at the age 
of 5. Relatives have reported how they 
watched her make many beautiful pieces. 

When I married in 1942, she pro
duced whatever I requested for our home. 
The cradle coverlet, which she created for 
our first born child in 1944, was used for 
all six of our children and for four of our 
grandchildren. 

We treasure the doily that was part 
of her trousseau in 1916. Another one of 
the items in the display is part of a sick 
call set used for administering the last 
rites in the Catholic church. I still use 
many of her creations. 

Now our daughters are framing 
Grandma's works of art for their homes. 
Our granddaughters are learning the fine 
art of crocheting. My mother's "touch of 
love" has extended into three generations. 

Anne Merin's "A Touch of Love - My 
Mother's Crocheting" was named Most 

Nostalgic. 

M~WJCA AUJXEl!JAIY 

Hearts took center stage in Janet Eckstein' s "A Touch of Love " display, which 
featured items with a heart motif. It was named Most Heartwarming. 

This Display was All Heart 
By Janet Eckstein 

,rhe idea for my display, which won Most 
tl Heartwarming, came about naturally 

because we collect items with a heart mo
tif. We have gathered these collectibles 

over the past 35 years and 
display them in our home. 

The metal door mat 
with a heart motif welcomes 
visitors to our home and 
shows the warmth inside. 
My mother crafted the filet 
crocheted door valence with 
a heart design. Cast iron and 
iron with hearts, dating circa 
1800s, symbolize a home 
filled with love. 

Heart shapes abound in 
the kitchen. In my display, I 
included a 1700s broiler and 
an unusual hand forged 
stove lid lifter, which has a 

heart-shaped handle. Other items show
cased in my display allow me to cook with 
a "touch of love." The cooking utensils 
on exhibit were a cast iron griddle (mid 
to late 1800s), a heart shaped tin cookie 
cutter ( circa 1900), a Bennington pie plate 
with heart shaped legs, and a December 

18, 1870, Reid's patented cast iron muf
fin pan. 

Also featured was a blacksmith made 
double heart trivet. A wheelwright's trav
eler was made with a touch of romance in 
mind, and the horse parade decoration 
showed a touch of love for the owner's 
animal. 'Iwo ladies' "tools" exhibited were 
a hand-made Victorian era heart-shaped 
pin cushion and an 1861 ivory thimble 
carved by a seaman for his loved one wait
ing at home. 

One of the key items in the display 
was a quilt with cross-stitched hearts. 
This display was so special to me because 
the quilt was cross-stitched by my hus
band Denny's favorite cousin Lois and 
then quilted by her mother Lillian Marty, 
age 92 this year. 
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The Love Story Behind a Collection of Victorian Silverplate 

This display of Victorian silverplate by Judy Gambrel was awarded Best Collection 
at Battle Creek. 

By Judy Gambrel 

II married my high school sweetheart, put 
U him through law school, worked in his 
successful law practice and divorced him 
when he became an alcoholic. I needed 
money to start over so we had an auction 
and sold many of our antiques. 

In 1986, I was operations manager 
of a water park and saw my friend, Maury 
Gambrel, at the park one day. His sister 
Grace, also my friend, had introduced us 
at an antique auction in 197 4. Maury, who 
owned a Global Van Lines agency, had also 
moved me 25 miles from Oregon to Rock
ford, IL, after my divorce. We soon started 
dating and had more in common than I 
realized. 

Maury's ex-wife did not like antiques 
so his collections went into his ware
house. He was like a kid in a candy shop 
opening boxes to show me. He came to 
one box and told me to open it, and I pulled 
out a silverplated powder puff box. When 
I took off the lid, I saw it was lined with 
green felt. The tears started when I real
ized it had been part of my collection (I 
used the powder puff for jewelry). I turned 
to Maury, and he was grinning and said, 
"I bought almost your entire collection at 
your auction, and now you have it back!" 

Maury also told me my ex-husband 
had put things in storage with Maury. It 
had been six years since Maury had heard 
from him, and my ex owed Maury more 
than $7,000. We went through the legal 
process to claim the lot. 

Since I was afraid of my ex, I had only 
three hours to take items out of the house 
when we divorced. There were many 
things I should have taken but didn't be
cause of the stressful time. When Maury 
and I opened the storage boxes, I "got 
back" many items. The possessions in
cluded a tablecloth my deceased mother 
made which was covered with 
sequin-decorated Santas, trees, angels, 
etc. that had been on our dining room table 
every Christmas and a veterinary cabinet 
I bought and used to store my collection 
of "man and beast" medicines. (Maury's 
great-grandfather, father, and two broth
ers were all veterinarians) . 

When I found Maury, the love of my 
life, I got back many of the collectibles I 
also love. I've been truly blessed and 
touched by love. 

My display, which was awarded Best 
Collection at Battle Creek, featured Vic
torian silverplate. The first metals discov
ered and used by early man were gold, 
copper and silver. There are references 

to silver in the Bible. For centuries, sil
ver has been a status symbol of the 
wealthy. The silverplating process came 
to America from England and France in 
the 1840s. An electric charge was used 
to affix silver to base metals. The three 
Rogers brothers are credited for establish
ing the silverplating industry in America. 
In 184 7, they perfected a method for elec
troplating spoons, thus the name "1847 
Rogers Brothers." The process became 
popular because it made affordable silver 
pieces available to a larger number of con
sumers. About 1870, following the discov
ery of the Comstock Lode in Nevada, large 
amounts of silver became available for 
silverplating. The Victorians bought 
silverplated pieces in great quantities for 
their homes. 

Most manufacturers were located in 
Connecticut. Numerous companies were 
formed, and competition was stiff. By 
1898, it was difficult for the companies 
to survive, and 17 companies merged and 
formed International Silver Company in 
Meriden, CT. Most of the silverplated 
items in this display were manufactured 
by companies included in the 1898 
merger. Thus, by their name, it is easy to 
determine items manufactured prior to 
1898. 

One of the key items in my display 
was the Centennial pattern tea set com
memorating the 100th anniversary of 
America. The Smithsonian has this set in 
its 1876 Philadelphia Centennial Exposi
tion display. However, the museum does 
not have the rare coffee um and has asked 
me to donate it at_ the time of my death. 

The Victorians seemed to have serv
ing pieces and utensils for almost every 
household function imaginable. Among 
the silver included in my display was an 
epergne, which was a dining table center 
piece. Other Victorian pieces that would 
have been used on the dining table were 
a cracker bowl; a toothpick holder; a but
ter dish; com picks, which prevented one 
from using fingers to hold the buttered 
com; knife rests, which kept table cloths 
from getting soiled; a soup tureen and 
ladle; a nut bowl; a fruit bowl; a tray; and 
a cake basket. 

A card receiver was also part of the 
exhibit. These receivers were usually kept 
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Love Story 
on a table in the foyer for cards received 
when the home owner was not receiving 
callers at that time. Also displayed was a 
calling card presenter, which was used by 
a servant to present the calling card. 

Showcased in the display were pieces 
which were important as part of the Vic
torian "toilette" as a couple prepared to 
dress for dinner or an event. These in
cluded a hair receiver decorated with 
leaves, an Art Nouveau soap dish with a 
lady's head, a powder puff box, a jewel 
box adorned with a cherub, a collar but
ton box, a shaving soap holder, and an ash 
receiver (ash tray). As in modem times, 
the ash receiver might have been used by 
the impatient husband as he waited for 
his wife to get ready. 

We have more than 100 pieces of sil
ver in our collection. Almost all of it has 
been polished and lacquered by profes
sionals so that hand polishing is not re
quired. Victorian silverplated items are 
still affordable and available to collectors. 
I hope you enjoyed seeing the results of 
my love of silver. 

A Love for Sewing 
By Helen Devitt 

l\ nd what a love of sewing over the 
ll\\years. Helen Devitt of Ottoville, OH, 
illustrated her love of sewing in her dis
play for the Battle Creek meeting. She dis
played only a few of the garments she has 
made since 1948. The first project was 
her 4-H apron with hand embroidery deco
ration and lots of over hand stitches where 
the bias was turned to the back side. The 
chartreuse wool tweed dress made in 
1952 for her senior home economics 
project was the same color green as the 
apron, which was apparently a popular 
color at that time. 

The suit with the side zippered skirt 
and covered jacket buttons was made in 
a college tailoring class in 1956. An em
broidered taffeta dress made in 1957 and 
worn to a formal dance at Ohio State Uni
versity with her future husband, Jack, also 
had an accompanying photograph. Her 
first hand-tailored collar and lapel were 
featured on the navy wool jacket made in 

Helen Devitt's "A Touch of Love for Sewing" display was named Best Personal 
Collection at Battle Creek. 

1960. A picture of her young family with 
Helen in a red wool dress she made in 
1965 was the next project shown in the 
display. A silk print dress, made in 1983, 
was sewn from fabric her daughter 
brought back from Thailand. Helen's first 
serger project was a white blouse with 
lots of ruffles, using the hemming plate. 
A serger has become "a must." 

Suits seem to be Helen's trademark 
as she had a blue wool hertingbone suit 
made from fabric purchased on a trip to 
Ireland, and then her last suit made in 
1999 was brown and gray wool. In fact, 

Helen made a suit almost every autumn 
from 1979 to 1999 when she was teach
ing family and consumer science (home 
economics). 

Helen has sewn for family and 
friends, done alterations and taught sew
ing. She is a certified master clothing edu
cator with a program through 4-H and the 
Ohio State University. This is her volun
teer project for retirement. Her sewing 
projects were certainly a logical choice 
for her display, which won Best Pesonal 
Collection. 

Union Bill Antique Tools 
Collectible Tools for the Connoisseur at: 

http://www. tooltimer .com 

Your Satisfaction Guaranteed! 

Plus: 
· Free tool collector's database 
· Interesting tool articles 
· Type studies 
· and more! Steve Johnson 

4521 243rd Ave. NE 
Redmond, WA 98053 

tooltimer@msn.com 
425-868-1532 (voice and fax) 
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Item 4W A home-made two-foot roller 
with a 1/4 inch high by 3/16 inch wide 
rip got some extra mileage at the 

Battle Creek whats-it session. It was 
generally agreed that it was for creasing 
cardboard to make a folded box. It has 
since been suggested that it was for 
pressing the retainer strip on window and 
door screens. It could probably do that if 
only the screen retainer groove was that 
large. So I'll go with the creaser guess. 

Item 4X This slanted double bottom 
utility bucket is more commonly called a 
clown bucket. It is a standard trick of 
circus and rodeo clowns to fill the bucket 
with water. The pail has a pin hole vent 
at the top of the slant bottom. Clown A 
taunts clown B, finally dousing him with 
the bucket of water, then setting the 
"empty" bucket on the ground. Clown B, 
after some horseplay, picks up the 
"empty" bucket and gives clown A a taste 
of his own medicine after the water has 
equalized through the small slit at the 
bottom. I had one of these buckets made 
up by a sheet metal friend and sent it to 
the Battle Creek Whats-it session. I un
derstand that some of the M-WTCA 
clowns had a rude awakwening, but 
that's another story. 

Item 4Z This was sent to me by the 
University of Nebraska Museum at Lin
coln. There had been some controversy 
as to whether it was a slaughter's gam
brel or a hay fork for lifting hay into the 
hay mow. Jim Moffett and Bob Rauhauser, 
both avid hay equipment collectors, let 
me know they both have one of these rare 
forks as well as the patent papers. I can 
see why the forks are rare. They don't 
work well and didn't sell well, either. 

Item 4U A carryover from the Cin
cinnati meeting last fall which we nick
named the "bosom beater" has now been 
identified by the patents as an exercise 
and massage apparatus, but not in the 
manner one would anticipate. The unit 
we saw at Ohio wasn't all there. The 
patentee's name, Robert Reach, adds to 
its purpose, and this really makes you 
reach. The device mounts on the wall so 
that it is at the user's abdominal area. A 
second set of three rotating balls discon
nect from a set of seven rotating balls, to 
give the user an option of a 3-ball or a 7-
ball massage. The direction of the mas
sage against the small intestine induces 
an artificial muscular action to eliminate 

TOOL MYSTERIES 

7 

ltem4U 

constipation. 

Item SA Joe Greiwe ofBatesville, IN, 
brought this double open-end wrench to 
the Battle Creek meeting. He researched 
all of the major wrench companies, but 
failed to find the maker or the purpose. 
In my younger days, we used a similar 
wrench for refrigeration. It had an open 
end with a little more than open jaw. It 
would slip over the copper tubing and then 
latched onto a flare nut, like a closed box 
wrench. We used these wrenches to purge 
refrigerant until we got a specific gage 
reading and then closed the fitting. This 
way the wrench didn't accidentally fall off 
the fitting at the critical moment in the 

process of bleeding a system. I didn't see 
this wrench, so it still may be something 
else. 

Item SB This Battle Creek Whats-it 
remains an unindentified gadget. It has 
two fixed contact points about an inch 
apart and a third pivot point that swings 
back 3 or 4 inches to its enclosed handle. 
Fred Young of Niles, MI, brought this pe
culiar gadget to the meeting and then car
ried it back still wondering. Can you help? 

Once again we've closed some doors 
and opened some others or maybe raised 
some questions. If you have any feedback 
or some other mystery tool or gadget, call 
or write: 

O.M. Ramsey 
8114-lA Bridgeway Cir. 

Ft. Wayne, IN 46816-2315 
(219) 447-2099 

Item SB 

Item SA 
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BRAINTEASERS, RIDDLES & OTHER FUN 

S ince I last wrote this column, I have 
. "'1 had two noteworthy events in my life. 
~ I just acheived the 81st milestone of 
my life. I don 't feel all that different, but, 
my friends seem to be getting older. I do, 
however, get frequent reminders from my 
joints (mostly knees) that I have been 
carrying a heavy load for a long time and 
they are tired. This brings me to the sec
ond noteworthy event: the acquisition of 
a bright red shiny electric scooter. It has 
made local flea markets and big stores 
such as Home Depot much more pleas
ant to make my rounds. If you are con
sidering one of these, I'll give you you a 
test drive and testimonial at the Tennes
see meet. 

With that "mini-bio," let's talk 
puzzles. I had late replies to the March 
issue from Bob Reek, Prescott, AR, and 
Brian Derber (a violin maker who lives 
on an island), Presque Isle, WI. I only had 
one reply to the June issue puzzles, from 
Thomas Wyman of Palo Alto, CA. I guess 
summer activities took priority. 

Now for the answers to the puzzles 
in the June issue of The GRISTMILL. 

Puzzle 1 You need a steel plate size 
12" x 12." All you have is a plate 9" x 16" 
of the proper thickness. How can you cut 
that piece in once continuous cut, then 
make one weld seam to join the cut pieces 
to give the desired 12" x 12"? Note: both 
plates do have the same area. 

Answer See sketch for the cut line 
layout. 

Puzzle 2 You are to think of a short 
common phrase defined by the listed 
words. Each answer must contain a food. 
Example: Wage earner= bring home the 
bacon. 

A) amateur acting = ham it up 
B) embarrassed = red as a beet or 

egg on your face 
C) top executive = big cheese 
D) a city= the big apple 
E) calm = cool as a cucumber 
F) cozy = warm as toast 
G) influence= butter up 
H) in trouble = in a pickle, in the soup 
There are doubtless others that fit. 

Puzzle 3 There are 10 barrels with 
several hundred widgets in each. Each 
widget is marked to identify which barrel 
it is from. All widgets look the same and 

lrllJJZZl[D 
weigh the same except for one barrel 
where each widget weighs 1 7 ounces. 
Using a scale, graduated to weight pounds 
and ounces, how can you make one 
weighing and determine the barrel with 
the overweight widgets? 

Answer Take one widget from barrel 
1, two from barrel 2 and so on through 
barrel 10. Weigh all the widgets. The num
ber of ounces will equal the number of the 
barrel with the overweight widgets. 

Now, for the puzzles in this issue. 

Puzzle 1 This is an oldie. Maybe the 
hardest part would be to find the wooden 
matches. Take 12 matches and form 3 
squares (not connected) , one match for 
each side of the square. Take away two 
matches (any two) and leave 2. You may 
rearrange the remaining matches. 

Puzzle 2 Arrange 8 pennies and 8 
nickels on a table. See sketch. Nate that 
the coins alternate in each row, two of 
each coin. Move two coins to different 
positions adjacent to the coin arrange
ment, so that the 16 coins will now be 
arranged in columns containing only pen
nies or nickels, with the left hand column 
all nickels, the second all pennies, etc. 
Hint: You have to be a little tilted to solve 
this. These puzzles are from "Fun with 
Puzzles" by Joseph Leeming, 1949. 

Puzzle 3 Semi-whats-it. See sketch. 
I found this at a local flea market, all 
hand-forged steel. I think I know its use, 
although I have not seen one. You try and 
figure out its use. 

I'd like to hear if anyone has another 

and if you agree with me. Send answers 
to: 

Hunter Pilkinton 
2431 Highway 14 South 

Waverly, TN 37185 
(931) 296-3218 
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Brown Auction Services 
19th DEALER SHO\V & INTERNATIONAL ANTIQUE T()()L AUCTION 

HARISS HUR(;, PA oc~roBER 19 AND 20, 2001 

THE DEALER SALE 

Friday's Dealer Sale offers 100 plus tables of the finest antique and 
collectible tools available in one place at one time. Outstanding deal
ers from the US, Canada and Europe have been invited to assist you 
with your most sophisticated tool needs . Be prepared to take advan
tage of their vast store of knowledge and their large inventories. 

THE AUCTION 

This auction consists of one of the finest selections we have had the 
pleasure of offering for your consideration. 800+ lots selected just for 
the sale. A few of the highlights: Millers Patented 1872 Light Plow 
with 4 Cutters. Sandusky Center-Wheel Plow with Four Ivory Tips. 
Unique Ohio Center-Wheel Plow with Six Ivory Tips. 1876 Patent 
Stanley No. 1 Bench Plane. Doro's Patent Dado Plane in Mint Con
dition. Ebony and ivory A. Howland & Co. Plow in the original ship
ping box. Large selection of Stanley Planes including a boxed 39 13/ 
16, #1, #2 Long and others. The earliest known F. Nicholson Plow 
Plane. Panther and Disston 43 Combination Saws. Patented planes 
by Holly, Bailey, Lee and many others. Rules by Stephens, Stanley, 
Lufkin, and others. Levels by Stratton, Davis, Gibson and others. 
Large selection of E.W. Carpenter planes. Early American Wooden 
Planes by Nicholson, Fuller, Sleeper, Partridge and others. The fin
est selection of Tiger and Birdseye Maple Tools to every be offered 
for sale. Infills by Norris, Spiers and others. Log Rules and Cali
pers, several with wheels. Axes and edge tools of all kinds including 
several Goosewings by Pennsylvania makers. And the list goes on 
with nearly every lot a highlight on its own. 

LARGE ILLUSTRATED CATALOG #19 will mail in September. All tools fully described and graded with esti
mates. Prices realized after auction. Many items illustrated in full color. Absentee bidding available. Catalog $28.00. 
US and Canada. $34.00US Overseas Airmail. Or get the 19th Catalog and the next four issues of The Fine Tool 
Journal at a 10% savings. Only $50.00 in the US, $60.00US in Canada or $80.00US for airmail anywhere in the world. 

To reserve Your Copy call, write, or fax us today at: 

1 (800) 248-8114 

Brown Auctions 
27 Fickett Road 

Pownal, ME 04069 
Fax 1 (207) 688-4831 

Order catalog on line at www.FineToolJ.com/Browns 

Harrisburg East (Holiday Inn) Phone (717) 703-0720 
Be sure to ask for the special room rate of $79.00 per night. 

Absentee bidding available for all lots. Clarence Blanchard License #1231 
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WANTED 

Wanted: Unusual adjustable wrenches. Any wrench 
with early patent date. Jim Plantikow, 7815 N. 34th 
St., Omaha, NE 68112, (402) 455-2858. 

Wanted: Plomb brand mechanics tools. Any Pre
Proto tools or tool boxes. Bob Byron, 19 Channel View 
Lane, Hoquiam, WA 98550. (360) 533-5518 or(360) 
532-2764. E-mail bobbyron@techline.com 

Wanted: Tools of any sort made by the Sandusky Tool 
Co. I don 't have them all yet! Also, catalogs, advertis
ing and related material. John Walkowiak, 3452 
Humboldt Ave. , Minneapolis, MN 55408 (612) 824-
0785. 

Wanted: Miter Trimmers, Universal (adjustable angle) 
type. American, Dosch, Fox, Grand Rapids, Leland & 
Faulconer, early Lion, Oliver, Perkins, Pootatuck Mfg. 
(not "Corp.") and others. I'm working on a book, so 
even if you don 't want to sell, I'd like to hear about 
yours. Maybe I can tell you its history. Thanks! Jeff 
McVey, 1810 W. State St. #427, Boise, ID 83702-
3955, (208) 342-8447. 

Wanted: Tools to complete Sargent VBM Tool Cabi
net. M.F.'s rachet brace #323-8 inch. Sargent Tool 
handle #132 cocobolo - 12 tools. Sargent gas pliers 
#25 -6 inch. Sargent VBM saw #17 -18 inch. John F. 
Delay, 255 Colonial Rd., Guilford, CT 06437. Email 
J.C.Oelay2000@aol.com (203) 453-4281. 

Wanted: Winchester items, tools, sporting goods or 
advertising. No firearms. Collections or pieces OK. 
Please advise price and condition. David McDonald, 
14211 Kellywood Lane, Houston, TX 77079. (281) 
558-5236 undermc@gateway.net 

Winchester collector: wants any non-gun Winches
ter" items, especially sports, pre-1940 advertising, or 
any items "new, in the box." Will trade or buy 
collections. Tim Melcher (918) 786-8500, e-mail: 
tmelcher@greencis.net or try my Web site: 
www.thewinchesterstore.com 

FOR SALE 

For sale: Planes - Stanley, Winchester, Keen Kutter 
and others. Sent me your needs and I will send you 
prices, or come look. Many other antiques. G. Crosley, 
Box 405, Hampton, FL 32044. (352) 468-1551. 

Custom MAKERS STAMPS 
Plane Irons+Blanks, 
Grinding and More! 

Send for brochwes. 

MAZZAGLIA TOOLS 
PO Box 18 Groveland, MAO 1834 

Always buying Always Selling 

Pete Niederberger 
Used and Antique Tools and 

Parts for Same 
Mail Order Call Me and 

Come to the Shop 
415-924-8403 pniederber@aoLcom 

Buv, SELL, BARGAIN 

MAltlflfFILACf 

The Astragal Press 
Publishers of Classic Books on Early Tools, Trades, and Technology 

ISSUE 
March 

June 
September 

PRESENTS: 
• Completely revised 4th Edition 

• Over 4000 biographical entries 

• Over 5000 imprints 

• Almost 2700 wedge outlines 

• Almost 3000 individual ratings for judging 
relative scarcity and value 

• Extensive bibliography for research 

• 8½ x 11 • 480 Pgs. • Soft cover • $44.45 postpaid 

'1)fea4e «Ptite, «df, M I@ ~ o«IZ, fZU ~: 
P.O. Box 239, Mendham, NJ 07945 

Phone:973-543-3045 Fax:973-543-3044 

Visit Our Website At: www.astragalpress.com 

Advertising Information 
COPY DEADLINE 
January 10 
April 10 

July 10 

DISPLAY ADS - RATES 

SIZE COST 
Full page $180 

WORD 
LIMIT 

900 

December October 10 Half page $105 450 

CLASSIFIED ADS - RATES 
$.18 per word -ALL words. 

$3.50 minimum per ad. 

Quarter page* $ 60 225 
Other sizes $9.50 per column inch 
(1 column is approx. 2-1/4" wide.) 25 word 
limit. 

*NOTE: For layout purposes, all quarter page ads must meet the following specifications: 
2 columns (4-7/8") wide x 3-3/4" tall. This is called a "double column size ad." 
Photos - additional $8 each (Polaroids not acceptable). Typesetting and borders are not included in 
the page rates. Special artwork will be charged at cost. We must have a sketch or rough drawing 
indicating how you want your ad laid out. Camera-ready ads are accepted at no additional charge. 
For your protection and complete satisfaction, ALL ads should be typewritten and double-spaced. If 
this is not possible, please PRINT legibly. 

Payment must accompany ad. Make checks payable to M-WTCA. At this time, advertising will be 
accepted only from M-WTCA members in good standing. For information and membership application, 
contact Paul Gorham at the address below or one of the officers whose address is shown on the inside 
front cover of this publication. 

Send all ads to: 
Paul Gorham, 811 Robin Glen, Indianola, IA 50125 (515) 962-5207 

email: pgorham270@aol.com or gristads@aol.com 
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Where to Send What 
SEARCl~A~WORD 

Send changes in address, phone number or 
BI Lars Larson e-mail to: 

KLM Computer Services, c/o Kerry McCalla, 
104 Engle Ct., Franklin, TN 37069, phone Find as many authors of tool books as you can in this puzzle. 
(615) 791-6198, e-mail 
kmccal la@bel I south .net. 

Request GRISTMILL copies from: E H C s w N 0 s R A E 
Bill Baader, 4183 Hominy Ridge Rd., C L J N A s A p 0 R A Springfield, OH 45502-9510, phone (937) 
969-8530. I K L E L p E N s B R 

Pay membership dues for current year: R M E L T E N H E E K 
Send your check made out to M-WTCA to p y K L E D A N B s K John Wells, Treasurer, P.O. Box 8016, Berkeley, 
CA 94707. Please write RENEW and your G L C E R N R 0 R T E 
name and address on your check. Do not use 

0 L E s s 0 R T 0 R N a new member appl ication to renew an 
existing membership. 0 E H T I M s A 0 E M 

Submit materials to The GRISTMILL: 
Send to Mary Lou Stover, Gristmill Editor, S76 D N A I B A B E K B A 
W19954 Prospect Dr. , Muskego, WI 53150, M N R 0 F L 0 G D 0 N 
phone (262) 679-1412. 

A 0 p D N 0 M A L R p 
Obtain GRISTMILL advertising or information: 

Contact Paul Gorham, 811 Robin Glen, Indianola, N D E V I T T s s I 0 
IA 50125, phone (515) 962-5207, e-mail 
Gristads@aol.com or pgorham270@aol.com 
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NEW MEMBERS OF THE MID-WEST TOOL COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION 

Arkansas 
Morgan, Charles A. 
California 
Buchanan, Andy 
Colorado 
Klear, Dave 
Delaware 
Flagg, Charles D. 
Florida 
Elmore, Sandy 
Finnigan, Lawrence 
Knudsen, Randy L. 
McKenzie, John 
Myjak, Michael 
Snyder Jr., Gene 
Thomas, Peter 
Vespi, Carol 
France 
Thierry, Coudert 
Georgia 
Cunningham, B.J. 
Garrison, Scott B. 
Moore, R. Max 
Rabitsch, Greg 
Illinois 
Amdall, John 
Barney, Josh 
Biatnick, Edward 
Callison, Phil 
Carr, Larry 
Cummins, Mark 
Hanks, Julian 
Jelesijevich, Slobodan 
Linn, Eddie Ray 
Momoli, Fausto A. 
Snyder, Homer 
Wagner, Richard 
Waien, Ladislaus M. 
Young, Bernie 
Indiana 
Jones, Brent D. 
Redinger, Byron E. 
Iowa 
Anderson, Lynn W. 
Beresford, Robert A. 
Italy 
Chetoni, Riccardo 
Kansas 
Hubbs, Roy 
Mueller, Jay 
Mueller, Anna 
Kentucky 
Schwarz, Christopher 
Wilburn, Lee 

Texarkana 

Benicia 

Leadville 

Middletown 

Seminole 
Riverview 
Jacksonville 
Orlando 
Titusville 
Dunedin 
Port Charlotte 
Wildwood 

La Roche 

Harlem 
Duluth 
Griffin 
Millen 

Washington 
Barrington 
Norridge 
Amboy 
Leaf River 
Alsip 
New Lenox 
Chicago 
Edwardsville 
Algonquin 
Byron 
Wilmette 
Summit 
Taylorville 

Indianapolis 
Fort Wayne 

Ankeny 
Troy Mills 

Pisa 

Hays 
Merriam 
Shawnee 

Fort Mitchell 
Louisville 

Maryland 
Ferris, Robert 
Michigan 
Beal, Norman 
Bloomquist, William 
Elliott, Fred 
Eschenbacher, Walt 
Harrand, Dennis 
Hill, Douglas 
Ignasiak, Larry T. 
McClure, Martin 
O'Brien, Jim 
Reppke, James A. 
Wallick, Dave 
Yoder, Moses D. 
Zmyslo, Steve 
Minnesota 
Dahlman, Steven 
Hofstad-Parkhill, John 
Swenson, Richard W. 
Westbrook, Jody 
Missouri 
Foreman, Matthew 
Hoadley, Dan S. 
Lampe, L. David 
Uehling, Kelly 
Nebraska 
Fulton, Rodney 
New Jersey 
Ferra rel Ii, Russel I 
New Mexico 
Green, Kenneth D. 
New York 
Bernard, Robert 
Buttery, William 
DeWolf, Leonard 
DeWolf, Larry 
DiNino, Gene 
Roblin, John M. 
Sandie, Eric 
North Carolina 
Jarvi, John 
Latham, David 
Martin, Edward B. 
Taylor, Joe 
Ohio 
Barger, Steven 
Hoover, Duane 
Michael, Wayne D. 
Weidner, Brad 
Ontario 
Nair, Murali 
Oregon 
Hugo, Harriet 

Baltimore 

Adrian 
Albion 
Ada 
Bay City 
North Branch 
Battle Creek 
Grand Rapid 
Rochester 
Hubbell 
Ypsilanti 
Midland 
White Pigeon 
Stevensville 

Delano 
St. Louis Park 
Golden Valley 
Minneapolis 

Palmyra 
Saint Louis 
Columbia 
Raytown 

Omaha 

Bayville 

Santa Fe 

Victor 
Brockport 
Rochester 
North Chili 
New York 
Syracuse 
Wellsville 

Charlotte 
Fayetteville 
Charlotte 
Franklin 

Cincinnati 
Mogadore 
New Lebanon 
Farmersville 

Markham 

Astoria 

Pennsylvania 
Piesik, David A. 
Tennessee 
Boring, Henry 
Clement, Walter 
Thompson, J. Scott 
White, Bob 
de Redon Gross, Gregory W. 
Texas 
Herndon, John 
Hohman, Dean 
Willman, Bruce 
Virginia 
Fariss, Bill 
Hill, Blaney E. 
Mustain, Robert W. 
Thomas, Richard 0. 
Washington 
Wessinger, Fred 
Wisconsin 
Clauson, Michael 
Hendrickson, Jim 
Lichthardt, Troy 

White Oak 

Maryville 
Belvidere 
Ashland City 
Alexandria 
Limestone 

Farmers Branch 
Austin 
Austin 

Sterling 
Hampton 
Fairfax 
Stafford 

Sedro Woolley 

Eau Claire 
Milwaukee 
Holmen 

Like Father, Like Daughter 

Women should be forever grateful to 
Marion O'Brien Donovan (1917-1998), 
who invented the precursor to the dispos
able diaper. She was of the few success
ful female inventors of her time. 

Inventing ran in the family. Her fa
ther, Miles O'Brien, and his twin brother, 
John, were well-known for inventing a 
lathe. The "1\vins," as they were called, 
founded the South Bend (Indiana) Lathe 
Works in 1906 and were in business for 
many years. There are probably thousands 
of their lathes in home workshops today. 

Miles, an engineer, helped his daugh
ter produce her first invention, a new kind 
of tooth powder, when she was a child. 
She later invented a different dental floss. 
When manufacturers wouldn't buy the 
diaper cover, she went into manufactur
ing and marketing herself, then contin
ued on to other inventions. She earned 20 
patents between 1951 and 1996. 

Her papers, including patents, draw
ing, notes and much more, were recently 
acquired by the Smithsonian from her fam
ily. They are a part of the Archives Center 
collections chronicling women's role in 
American invention. 
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Martin J. Donnelly Antique Tools, Avoca, New York 
Dedicated to the Promotion o; 

A-v1 ·q O Tao! Collectine
(800) 869-0695 · www.mjdtools.com 

Our four core businesses, listed below, define our long-term plan for antique tool marketing: If we can be of assistance 
to you at any time, please give us a call at (800) 869-0695. We sincerely appreciate your support. 

Live Free or Die Antique Tool Auctions ❖ Our Next Antique Tool Auction Weekend: April 26 6 27. 2002 
,,. • .d • +t.,. G ., ~ -~ ·, , •:• ,.. r ~ •• c 

Over the past thirty or forty years, a large number of collections of antique tools have been assembled. 
Eventually, it will be necessary for those collections to pass from one collector into the hands of many col
lectors. As Americas oldest antique tool market venue, our Nashua, New Hampshire location, during 
Antique Tool Auction Weekends in April and September, is the ideal setting to market your antique tool col
lection. Supplemented by our internet site, direct mail advertising and full color auction catalogues, Live 
Free or Die Antique Tool Auctions will help you achieve fair market value for your treasured collection. 

The Collector's Booksvhelf : www.thecoHectorsbookshelf.com 
,... J 1

1 4 rr '.) t rr _J() T~~I" 1 -ry , ,,./ , n t:.-r,n 

In order for the market to expand and develop, a growing and informed base of collectors is essential. 
Reference books of every sort are available from The Collectors Bookshelf to address the need of collec
tors for information. It is our intention to continue to promote interest in antique tools and trades by 
aggressively marketing books in our core areas of interest. Our 96 page Holiday Book Catalogue of near
ly 2000 titles will be shipping in late September. 

Martin J. Donnelly Antique Tools www.m1dtools.com 
T j I',. + ... ~ IJ,. ~ t 1r T f lV 01 

We are now approaching the level of two million hits per month on our 
web site. Our four-year searchable photo archive of thousands of 
antique hand tools is a growing reference for collectors and dealers 
worldwide. Our twice-weekly internet lists offer collectors the ability to 
acquire tools for use or for their collections from the comforts of home. 

The Catalogue of Antique Tools ❖ www.mjdtools.com 
,,..,, )rfJ' Prn -'z- 4 t. l, H:r1i T I V ,/," r,,j,I, 

By setting a New Standard for antique tool marketing in the print medium, the Catalogue of Antique Tools 
has revolutionized direct mail marketing of antique tools. As the accepted standard for value in the antique 
trade, the Catalogue keeps the general antique world informed of trends in the dynamic market for antique 
hand tools. The all-new 2002 Edition of 6,500 tools is now shipping, just $27.95, postpaid. Why not use 
our toll free number, (800) 869-0695 to order a copy today? Makes a GREAT gift! 
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