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Plane. A study of the plane 

begins on page 12. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Behind the Curtains 

E 
think most of us 

are prone to ac­
cept things as they 

are or at least appear 
to be. By doing so we 
often fail to compre­
hend the complete 
story. In other words, 
we focus on the 
doughnut hole and 
never see the doughnut. That is how 
many of us might view M-WTCA, and 
when we do so we miss the important 
aspects of what makes our association 
tick. 

M-WTCA is well organized and func­
tions well, with all volunteer help. It 
might surprise you to find that we have 
approximately 135 officers, directors, 
committee chairman and committee 
members, not including the meeting host, 
co-host and workers involved with na­
tional meetings. All of these individuals 
are dedicated to the job at hand. I per­
sonally gained first-hand knowledge of 
this at our September meeting. It was 
my duty to appoint 15 committee chair­
man and committee members. 

I approached this task with some 
apprehension, feeling that it might be a 
difficult job to convince 15 members that 
we needed their help. The task was com­
pleted in short order. I asked 15 mem­
bers to accept these positions and guess 
what - 14 did so immediately and the fif­
teenth one declined because of his per­
sonal situation. In my experience, this 
dedication is unheard of in most organi­
zations. We are what we are because of 
the quality of our members. 

Next, let me remind you that we have 
another group of individuals that are cer­
tainly an integral part of M-WTCA. The 
truth of the matter is, we would not be 
what we are without their help and in­
put. There is a lot of synergy between 
the two that is important for our contin­
ued well being. Of course I am speaking 
of the M-WTCA Auxiliary. 

Finally, we have several new com­
mittee chairman. They are Bob St. Pe­
ters, By-Laws and Policy; John 
Walkowiak, Displays and Awards and 
Jack Devitt, Parliamentarian. 

See you in Decatur in June. 

- Willie Royal 
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A Study On ... A round-up of the myriad research projects and studies 
currently being conducted. Page 5. 

European Tool Search Eric and Neville M. Peterson write about their 
adventures in tooling around the continent. Begins on page 6. 

Cover Story A study on the history of the Siegley Number 2 combination 
plane. Page 12. 

Axed How the axe came to symbolize the Woodmen of the World and 
the Modern Woodmen of America. Page 18. 

Auxiliary The stories behind the winning displays at the Franklin, TN, 
national meeting. Page 22. 

Whats-It More puzzlers presented by O.M. Ramsey. Page 26. 
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MARK THESE ON YOUR CALENDAR 

Mid-West Tool Collectors Association National Meetings 

Spring,2002 
Fall,2002 
Spring,2003 

Area J 8: E Meeting 
Area N Meeting 
Area E Meeting 
Area Q Meeting 
Area N Meeting 
Area D Meeting 
Area J Meeting 
Area F Meeting 
Area C Meeting 
Area A Meeting 
ATTIC, NETCA, EAIA 
Areas H 8: R Meeting 
Area D Meeting 
Area G Meeting 
Area Q Meeting 
Area E Meeting 
Area F Meeting 
Area D Meeting 
Area D Meeting 
Area Q Meeting 
Area E Meeting 

June 13, 14, 15, 2002. Decatur, IL. Dave and Judy Heckel (217) 345-9112. 

Oct. 10, 11, 12, 2002. Winston-Salem, NC. Ed Hobbs (919) 828-2754. 
June 12, 13, 14, 2003. Green Bay, WI. Don and Sue Tubman (262) 835-4658. 

M-WTCA Area a Other Meetings 

March 3, 2002. Louisianna, MO. Bill Ringhausen (573) 754-5965. 
March 16, 2002. Mt. Dora, FL. Phil Baker (941) 485-6981. 
March 24, 2002. Rockford, IL. Gary Johnson (815) 636-1464. 
April 6, 2002. Charlotte, NC. Bob Fields (704) 393-1282. 
April 6, 2002. Barbersville, FL. Phil Baker (941) 485-6981. 
April 7, 2002. Papillion, NE. Al Fetty (402) 223-5842. 
April 7, 2002. St. Louis, MO. Mike Urness (314) 434-4325. 
April 21, 2002. Franklin, IN. Norm Heckman (317) 422-8482. 
April 27, 2002. Chesaning, Ml. John McKiernan (810) 727-6475. 
April 27, 2002. Hastings, MN. Don Bosse (651) 735-3590. 

May 5, 2002. Kent, CT. John Delay (203) 453-4281/ Walt Karsten (845) 457-5710. 
May 5, 2002. Humboldt, IA. Leroy Witzel (515) 332-3649. 
May 19, 2002. Greenville, OH. Dan Gaier (937) 773-6940. 
July 27, 2002. Raleigh, NC. Ray Hoke (919) 876-8512. 
Aug. 4, 2002. Lafox, IL. Dick Chapman (773) 736-4246. 
Aug. 25, 2002. South Whitley, IN. Jan Cover (765) 494-4288. 
Sept 15, 2002. Cosgrove, IA. Chuck Gartzke (319) 828-4338. 
Oct 27, 2002. Papillion, NE. Al Fetty (402) 223-5842. 
Nov. 9, 2002. Charlotte, NC. Bob Fields (704) 393-1282. 
Nov. 10, 2002. Virden, IL. Jack Howe (217) 438-3776. 

Dates must be cleared with Gary Johnson (815) 636-1464. E-mail tinstools1@aol.com. 

Come to Decatur, IL, in June 
By Dave 8: Judi Heckel 

The Spring 2002 M-WTCA semiannual 
meeting will be held June 13-15, 
2002. We will be using the same great 

facility in Decatur, IL, that we have used 
before in 1992 and 1998. 

The Decatur Holiday Inn Select Con­
ference Center will be the site. All events 
are on ground level, with easy access. 

Judi and I have planned some new 
and different programs for your enjoy­
ment. We will be having an outdoor 
barbeque on Thursday evening, following 
the tailgating in the parking lot. Also, on 
Thursday evening we have a special pro­
gram lined up that will be enjoyed by all 
of the members and spouses. More news 
about the program will be in the registra­
tion letter. 

The Thursday tour will be taking in 
the local Amish community in Arcola and 
Arthur, IL. A bus trip is planned to the 
area. Lunch will be in an Amish home, 
where the lady of the house has seating 
for 100 people. There will also be a tour 
of the Amish Interpretive Center, an 
Amish home and an Amish farm. 

The theme for the meeting is "My 
Favorite Patented Tool." Please show off 
your research and the history of your pat­
ented tool. The Auxiliary's theme is "Table 
Talk." 

Be sure to make your reservations 
early, as a new Water Park will be open­
ing up in June and is to be located right 
next to the hotel. We are both looking for­
ward to having you come back to Decatur, 
IL, for another great meeting. 
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National meeting displays often bring out 
the unusual. This little miter trimmer, 

owned by Carl Bilderback, was shown at 
the Franklin, TN, meeting. The No. 2 

Universal Miter Trimmer was manufactured 
by the W. R. Fox Co., Battle Creek, Ml, in 
1888 or 1889. The company made only 

three sizes, numbers 2, 4, and 6, when the 
tool was patented in I 888, but later 
offered a No. 8. The model number 

represents the height of the molding the 
tool would trim. (John Wells photo) 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

The George Alton 
Memorial Swap-O-Rama 

By Jack Howe 

Twenty-one years ago, George Alton 
had an idea for a tool swap meet. His 
idea definitely stood the test of time, 

as we enjoyed another great meet this 
year with many of our faithful attendees 
and quite a few new faces as well. 

Jim Williams and I would once again 
like to thank all members for their sup­
port of this meet. We enjoy playing host 
to a great group of tool lovers. The pic­
ture of this year's Swap-O-Rama give a 
glimpse of the meeting. We would also like 
to thank Robert Green, the auctioneer, 
and Dan Brewer, clerk, for handling the 
auction and the many other volunteers 
who acted as runners. 

Please don't forget to set aside Nov. 
10, 2002, for the next meet. The hosts 
promise everyone a very enjoyable time. 
Thanks again for your support. 

Where to Send What 

~lease note where to send what so it 
.tr will reach the right person. 

Send changes in address, phone num­
ber or e-mail to: KLM Computer Services, 
c/o Kerry McCalla, 104 Engle Ct., 
Franklin, TN 37069, phone (615) 791-
6198, e-mail kmccalla@bellsouth.net. 

Request GRISTMILL copies from: 
Bill Baader,4183 Hominy Ridge Rd., 
Springfield, OH 45502-9510, phone (937) 
969-8530. 

Pay membership dues for current 
year: Send your check made out to 
M-WTCA to John Wells, Treasurer, P.O. 
Box 8016, Berkeley, CA 94707. Please 
write RENEW and your name and address 
on your check. Do not use a new member 
application to renew an existing member­
ship. 

Submit materials to The GRIST­
MILL: Send to Mary Lou Stover, Gristmill 
Editor, S76W19954 Prospect Dr., 
Muskego, WI 53150. 

A full room of tools greeted attendees at the 
George Alton Memorial Swap-0-Rama. 

Brown Auction Services 
to Sell Jenkins' Collection 

fr\,r. Michael Jenkins' collection of more 
Ill than 7 40 hand tools and instruments 
will be sold by Brown Auction Services in 
April. 

A dealer sale with more that 90 se­
lected dealers will be held April 5 and the 
auction on April 6 at the Radisson Inn, 
Camp Hill, PA. 

The auction service also has set the 
dates for the 21st International Antique 
Auction and Dealer Sale for Nov. 1 and 2 
at the Sheraton Inn, Harrisburg, PA. It 
will feature 750 lots of antique tools and 
100 dealers from around the country and 
overseas. 

The Fine Tool J oumal schedule of 
auctions is: March 10, June 2, Sept. 8 and 
Dec. 1. These are conducted through the 
magazine. For information on any of these 
events, contact Clarence Blanchard at 
(800) 248-8114 or by e-mail at 
ceb@finetoolj.com 

THE GRISTMILL • MARCH 2002 • 4 

Hale Park Farm a 
Must for Connecticut 
Visitors 

II n traveling in Connecticut, a visit 
Uto the Hale Park Farm and Vtl­
lage would be an interesting stop. 

Located in Cuyahoga Valley 
National Park, the museum opens 
its_ regular season Memorial Day 
and closes Oct. 31. Special holiday 
and winter programs are sched­
uled. 

Thirty historic buildings depict 
19th century life. Costumed inter­
preters introduce visitors to the 
year 1848. Skilled artisans and 
tradesmen demonstrate industrial 
and domestic crafts of the 
mid-1800s. These masters include 
blacksmiths, brickmakers, a saw­
yer, basket, broom and 
candlemakers, glassblowers, spin­
ners, weavers and potters. 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

By Don Bosse 

To start 2002 off right, I've decided 
to add my name to the list of researchers. 
My goal is to document as much as pos­
sible the early development of the Miller's 
Patent Planes (Type 1 through Type 2). 
There are so few surviving examples that 
I am in need of your assistance. I have 
made many new observations about this 
series of planes and plan to update my 
web site covering the new information this 
winter. To date, I am aware of only four 
No. 42 types surviving, and no No.44s. If 
you have an early type plane in the origi­
nal box or what you consider an old and 
unusual box, I would appreciate knowing 
of it. Original boxes are generally crudely 
made. If you have an early plane that 
doesn't quite fit the norm I would appre­
ciate hearing about it. Confidentiality is 
always assured; please contact me at the 
address below. 

John Wells (510) 848-3651 
Paul Van Pernis (715) 682-9229 
**December 2000 
"Leonard Bailey Edge Tools 1855 to 1869" 

Lou Nachman (704) 875-1833 
**December 2000 
"Montgomery Ward's Earlier Lakeside Hand 
Planes" 

Jay Ricketts (404) 378-0266 
**September 2000 
"No-Set saws" 

John Adams (931) 732-4400 
**June 2000 
"Small Trimming Planes, All Makers" 

E. J. "Al" Renier (612) 937-0393 
**March 2000 
"Tools of the Nordic Nations" 

Ray Fredrich (847) 398-2642 
**March 2000 
"Patented Mechanical Nail Pullers" 

If you would like to be added to this Tim Everette (910) 739-7163 
list, please contact me at: **March 2000 

Don Bosse 
8154 9th Street Place North 
Oakdale, MN 55128 
651-735-3590 or email me at: 
mwtcabosse@worldnet.att.net 

The Researchers: 
John Freeman (415) 752-2857 
**September 2001 
"Liberty Bell Plane Series Mfd. By Stanley" 

Allan Klenman (250) 383-2321 
**September 2001 
"Axe Makers of North America" 

Todd Friberg (815) 398-0602 
**September 2001 
"Pre-1920 Saws, Saw Steel and Saw Working 
Tools" 

Mel Miller (309) 274-4973 
** June 2001 
"Davis Levels" 

George Wanamaker (309) 836-6872 
** March 2001 
"Master Rule Manufacturing Co." 
"Dahl Manufacturing Co." 

"102 and 103 Block Planes" 

Cliff Fales (313) 987-3849 
**September 1999 
"Spiral Ratchet Screwdrivers" 

Chuck Prine (412) 561-6408 
**September 1999 
"Carpentry Planemakers of Western Pennsylva­
nia and Environs" 

John Wells (510) 848-3651 
** September 1999 
"Metallic Mitre Planes" 

Charles Hegedus (770) 974-7508 
** September 1999 
"Stanley Pocket Levels" 
"Sargent's Shaw's Patent'' 

William Warner, (717) 843-8105 
John Tannehill, (717) 464-4378 
** September 1999 
"E.W. Carpenter Patented Planes" 

Dave Heckel (217) 345-9112 
** September 1999 
"Siegley #2 Plow Planes" 
"Stanley 45s, A Complete Study" 

Bob St. Peters (618) 462-0229 
** September 1999 
"Israel White, 3 Arm Plow Planes" 
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"Bench Planes (wooden) With Crout-Style 
Cutters Affixed to their Soles" 

Tom Lamond (516) 596-1281 
** September 1999 
"Scrapers, Woodworking and Related Trades" 
"Drawknives" 

Milt Bacheller (508) 699-2570 
** September 1999 
"Patented & Manufactured Marking Gauges" 

Don Rosebrook (504) 673-4049 
** September 1999 
"Levels" 

Emery L. Goad (316) 838-3465 
** September 1999 
"Bicycle Tools, Pre-1920" 

Scott Lynk (802) 877-3775 
** December 1999 
"Stanley Special Rules and Stanley Rules Not 
Listed In Any Catalog" 

Tom Lamond (516) 596-1281 
** December 1999 
"All Known Brand N.,ames & Logos Used By Local 
Wholesale Hardware Concerns" 

** Denotes Gristmill issue with full details of the 
study listed. 
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MECHANICAL IMPLEMENT; SIMPLE DEVICE; HISTORY 

Studying Old Tools in Europe 
By Eric M. Peterson and Neville M. Peterson © 2002 

li;'or many years, I have been collect­f ing and studying early braces and 
~ while in Europe some time ago we 
came across quite a bit of material that 
related to this study. Then, as I began 
writing a book about braces, it seemed a 
necessity to return to Europe for a de­
tailed look at where they originated. 

During the years between our trips, I 
had learned a great deal about the brace 
and formulated strong opinions as to the 
brace's origin, and its spread to other 
countries, and how the ethnic variations 
in style and pattern had developed. Now I 
wished to better document my thesis. 

Knowing that the earliest forms of the 
tool were in Europe, my problem was to 
locate them and then obtain permission 
to study them. This study could only be 
conducted with confidence if the tool was 
actually in hand. 

The first task was to discover where 
these ancient braces might be, and this 
took some lengthy research. It was im­
portant to clearly define where we should 
go and whom to see. This process took 
several years of investigation, reading and 
correspondence. In the meantime we got 
older and the trip looked evermore formi­
dable. After you pass your allotted three 
score and ten years you may well develop 
problems, and we did. Resolving these 
issues took time. So when we finally set 
out knowing what we wished to do and 
where we needed to go, we did so with 
our canes, a large bottle of aspirin and a 
220-volt heating pad, plus other needed 
pharmaceuticals. 

Planning the Trip 

We glued a large map of Europe to a 
foam board and began sticking colored 
pins in it, marking each location we 
wished to visit. After six months we had 
a lot of pins, which pretty well defined 
our route through 10 countries. We knew 
from prior travels that we did not wish to 
go during the tourist season nor during 
winter so that left the fall. I wanted to 
schedule more travel time, but Neville 

wisely vetoed that notion saying two and 
a half months was enough. Besides we 
had been to these countries before. 

The next step was to accumulate in­
formation on each country and on each 
site we would visit. Knowing the better 
informed you are the fewer problems you 
will have. 

The museums containing the earliest 
braces extant are those housing the 
braces raised from the seabed in recover­
ies from shipwrecks. Knowing when the 
ship sank together and its nationality is 
the very best provenance of a tool that I 
know of. For the most part the majority 
of these artifacts are in government mu­
seums or institutions and not open to pub­
lic inspection. Some are in the process of 
conservation that can require many years 
of treatment. Locating these sites and 
then learning who was the proper person 
to contact for permission to examine these 
treasures proved to be a time-consuming 
job. 

One major factor in our favor was that 
these persons all understood English and 
we had no problem corresponding in En­
glish. Since they are scientists they were 
willing to share their artifacts once they 
discovered you were properly creden­
tialed. In almost all cases we worked with 
a curator who had been a recovery diver. 
We remained mindful that these individu­
als, at considerable personal hazard, and 
personal effort, had recovered these ma­
terials. There was nothing casual in their 
making this study opportunity possible. 

We knew that the "finest" braces 
would be found in private collections. Dis­
covering who these collectors might be 
was a different type of task. In the US we 
have numerous organized clubs such as 
M-WTCA, but in Europe this is not the 
case. 

There are only two organized tool 
clubs that I am aware of: Tools and Trades 
History Society (TATHS) in England and 
Ambacht & Gereedschap (A&G) in the 
Netherlands. I was well acquainted with 
members of both groups and they provided 
us with helpful information. The majority 
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of the private collectors we visited were 
discovered by perseverance in searching. 
However, as we corresponded with these 
collectors over a period of a year or so, 
we often became friends and they provided 
additional leads. As it turned out, discov­
ering the private collectors and meeting 
them and their families was the highlight 
of our trip. 

In planning, the single most impor­
tant thing you can do is to take the least 
amount of luggage. If possible take only 
one carry-on bag. The pleasure of your trip 
will be inversely proportional to the bulk 
of your luggage. 

Some things you must do while you 
are still in the United States. Secure your 
ability to get cash by getting a debit card 
and PIN number and keep this card in your 
money belt. This way you can get cash at 
the cheapest rate from any of the ATM 
machines that are found everywhere. Pay 
your bills using it and you will need little 
cash. However, get a supply of currency 
from your bank for each country that you 
will visit. This foresight will save you 
trouble. The Euro will help, but not all 
countries have adopted it. 

I also have a stack of new two-dollar 
bills that I use as unexpected tips, and 
this is always to the delight of the recipi­
ent. Plan to carry in your wallet only what 
you can easily replace. 

Plan your mode of travel. I pref er the 
train in England, so a British Rail Pass is 
the way to go, but it must be purchased 
in the United States, and you must man­
handle your own luggage. If you are driv­
ing on the Continent, then lease a car 
rather than renting. Our lease was a brand 
new Peugeot 406 sedan, which we picked 
up at the airport in Brussels. This was 
cheaper than a rental, completely licensed 
and insured, permitting unrestricted driv­
ing in any country as if you were driving 
your own new car. Our travel agent (Travel 
Merchant, Foley, AL) suggested a lease 
and made our arrangements. We drove 
this car almost an exact 10,000 kilome­
ters. 
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Paal Kahrs (left) arranged a visit for Eric Pete~on (right) to the forge of_ Jo~an~es 
Fosse (center). The forge is located in a buildmg perched on a mountams1de m 

k k " d " rural Norway and it is the forge of the last nown auger ma er or navarsme en. 
While we watched, he created a set of augers and presented them to me dis: 

played in the half-section of a birch log. The augers are o_f a_n u~changed trad1: 
tional family pattern and the work of each old forge was d1stmct1ve and recogmz­
able. The augers bored effortlessly. Johannes i_s the last of a multig~ne_ration of 

smiths of his family to use this small forge. He 1s kept busy by comm1ss1ons ~m 
industry, making augers to meet their specific needs. The ~uthor holds the ~1fted 

augers. Earlier Neville and I had visited the CUCO Toohng, Ltd. factory m 
Sheffield with a TATHS group. Here we saw modem Sheffield augers bein_g 

produced in quantity, but still one by one with much skilled hand labor required. 
What a contrast. 

Our Route 

Since we were attending the meet­
ing of TATHS in Sheffield we were advised 
by English friends to fly directly into 
Manchester and avoid the hassle of Lon­
don, and that was excellent advice. 
Manchester is a very large airport with 
its own train station but to get to it is a 
real hike. Taking trains in England is easy, 
if you have minimal luggage. London has 
no central train station and each portion 
of the country is served by its own Lon­
don station. This is an inconvenience that 
you just accept. 

We stayed across the street from the 
British Library and worked many long 
days there. I am still in awe of this insti­
tution. It has 18 million titles on 150 miles 
of bookshelves, and 1,200 employees. Us­
ing the library requires credentialing to 
obtain a Reader Pass. From their comput­
erized database I had preprinted a list of 
125 books that I hoped to use. And, we 
did. What a thrill to hold and use a book 

published in say, 1511 AD! Not a copy or 
reprint, but The book. Did you know that 
Moxon was first printed in 1677? The 
same engravings were used for the later 
editions that we are familiar with. Initially, 
it was a monthly journal, and there it was 
on my desk to read. Neville and I spent 
long days devouring these ancients that I 
had never hoped to even see. The use of 
the library is free. 

We took the Eurostar to Brussels and 
picked up our lease car. This required a 
30-minute train trip from the large Midi 
Brussels station to the large Brussels 
International Airport. We had a big cart 
full of bags, and while Neville was offlook­
ing for an elevator to get us up to the level 
for the airport train, a friendly railroad 
man took both my arm and the cart to a 
steep escalator and propelled us onto it. 
Surprise. He yelled that at the top I should 
push like hell. In my panic what I did not 
know was that the luggage cart had a 
wheel lock and would not roll backwards 
even though it pointed up toward the heav­
ens. Neville now had no idea where I was. 
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Some smiling Belgian cops quickly re­
stored us. (There was no elevator.) 

So now with our new car with its five 
forward gears we were off toward 
Amsterdam. Having been to Amsterdam, 
we knew better than to try to stay there 
with a car, so we had reservations in 
Haarlem, which was central to our sev­
eral side trips. The Rijksmuseum was our 
first destination where we were installed 
in an office and the 16th century tools 
from the Nova Zembla expedition were 
carried to us in cushioned wicker baskets. 
We donned our white gloves. 

We were invited to the homes of sev­
eral tool collectors in several Dutch cit­
ies and each proved to be an adventure. I 
will include many of these fine tools in 
my book on braces. Through the efforts 
of two collector/scholars we were able to 
visit the Dutch government's undersea 
marine laboratory and examine the braces 
from ancient wrecks and watch the pres­
ervation processes. 

Our new friends all lived in small 
towns which each looked like a picture 
post card or movie set. Just to see their 
home and its setting was a thrill. The food 
was wonderful. 

Because it was getting late in the year 
we wished to complete our northern travel 
before snow. We drove up to the north of 
Denmark and took a night ferry to the 
southern tip of Norway. The contrast be­
tween Holland and its dense population 
and the sparsely settled Norway was 
striking. We have good friends in 
Grimstad, Norway and we stayed there for 
a few days. In Grimstad, the sea domi­
nates everything as it always has. There 
we finally got our flu shots. Our friend, 
Lars, made arrangements (borrowed the 
keys) to open a good-sized museum of 
sailing ship equipment. It was very com­
prehensive, and beautifully displayed with 
many fine tools. It is normally open for 
only a couple of days every two or three 
years(?). While there, we visited a ship­
wright building a fine old wooden sailing 
boat using traditional methods. He 
seemed a perfectionist. 

Our next major stop was Bergen 
where one of the finest private collections 
of wooden tools is located. The collector 
and his wife were wonderfully hospitable 
Their home is on top of a mountain over-

Continued on page 8 
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Studying Old Tools in Europe 
Continued from page 7 

looking all of Bergen, and the harbor to 
the North Sea. What a fine time we had. 
He arranged for us to visit the last sur­
viving auger maker at his forge. Our host 
had a great sense of humor. He met us on 
the outskirts of Bergen standing in a 
roundabout with heavy Bergen traffic 
whizzing all around, as he was waving a 
Norwegian flag! He was easy to spot. 

The drive to Lillehammer was memo­
rable because of the road and raw beauty. 
This major highway was at times one lane 
crushed rock and often straight down on 
one side, and as we wound our way above 
the timberline it started to snow. I did not 
like that, having driven in a Liilehammer 
snow/ice storm once before where the car 
was really a sled. The huge Maihaugen 
Museum is in Lillehammer had boring 
tools I had never seen or heard of. 

The next point was Orsa in Sweden 
where we wished to meet an American 
expatriate tool dealer and his family. We 
had a great time with them m,cluding a 
supper in a high mountain top inn over­
looking a beautiful large lake painted by 
the long colorful twilight. I had local 
salmon and cloudberries. 

Down the road toward Eskilstuna in 
a small town we visited a collector with 
one of the finest tool collections I have 
ever seen. Again what a delightful couple, 
loading us up with gifts as seemed to be 
the common practice throughout all of 
Europe. 

The museum in Eskilstuna is large 
and in many buildings. Neville made ar­
rangements for us to visit their storage 
vault where to our wonder, we found some 
very rare braces that I plan to publish 
soon. 

Stockholm is home to a number of 
museums. The Vasa is a large museum 
that contains the ancient ship that sank 
immediately after launching and lay on 
the bottom for hundreds of years until now 
installed in its own museum together with 
all its contents. The museum vault con­
tains some remarkable braces and will be 
amply described later. Also in Stockholm 
is the Statens Historiska Museum where 
the oldest chest of carpenter's tools 
known to exist is on display. If you won­
der how the Vikings built their ships, here 

you will see their tools from a thousand 
years ago (the "Mastermyr Find"). 

Down the coast of Sweden in Kalmar 
is the Royal Ship Kronan. This is a ves­
sel being gradually recovered from the 
seabed. Their collection of braces is help­
ful in documenting the progression of the 
brace from its source. 

I could not find much in the way of 
interest in old tools in Denmark other 
than the museum of Borge Dahl in 
Roskilde, which we had visited some 
years ago. He had added to it quite a bit. 

In Innsbruck, Austria, there is the 
finest collection of carved wooden braces 
(as a collection) that I have seen. So we 
headed south. Stopping on the way to visit 
collectors with the same outcome of hos­
pitality and cordiality. With this visit in 
Innsbruck at the Tiroler Volkskunst Mu­
seum the display cases were opened and 
we could examine these braces ad lib. The 
museum vault also revealed some note­
worthy tools, and the curator provided 
very helpful explanatory information 
about the craftsmen of the 1yrol. 

Any tool tour of Europe requires a 
visit to the Feller museum in Troyes. This 
museum very professionally displays 
10,000 French tools. While the collection 
of braces is a great study of French 
braces, it did not add new material. 

A highlight of our trip was the visit 
to the invasion beaches of Normandy. To 
stand on the high bluff of Omaha Beach 
and recall what happened there was mov­
ing. At Point du Hoc where the shear cliffs 
were scaled in the face of Nazi infantry, it 
seems impossible that it was taken. Para­
doxically, we stayed at a four- star hotel, 
the Omaha Beach Mercure. Their golf 
course was once soaked in blood. Time 
passes. I talked of this with one M-WTCA 
member. He did not wish to visit Omaha 
Beach. He had been there on the second 
assault wave. 

By this time I had seen all the braces 
I wanted to see, and we had completed 
our long list of sites. I was sick. Home­
sick for our country, and so we came 
home. We had taken some 675 photo­
graphs of unusual braces. 

Odds and Ends 

• The width of your car is critical. 
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All the towns and villages have an "old 
city" which has narrow cobblestone 
streets made for horses. A standard 
American car could not be driven through 
many streets. If our car had been one inch 
wider, it never would have made it through 
these narrow one-way streets. Regardless 
of time of day, one side of the street is 
parked solid with two of the parked car's 
wheels against the curb and the other set 
of wheels on the sidewalk against the 
building. This left us perhaps only an inch 
or two clearance in the street. By the way, 
parking is via a ticket that you purchase 
from a machine whenever you can find a 
space, then find the machine, the proper 
coin and put the ticket on your dash. Our 
Alabama Crippled wheelchair sign often 
helped. 

• We traveled about Europe never 
needing our passports for any border ex­
cept England and the US. The large bor­
der posts were deserted and needed to 
have their windows washed. 

• In England you can identify the 
First Class rail cars by the yellow stripe 
painted along the car above the window 
and the large number one usually in one 
or more windows. 

• Know some key words for each lan­
guage, especially, "thank you." Their first 
floor is our second floor. Know the name 
for the elevator since it changes. 1\vn-star 
hotels usually do not have an elevator, 
Understand "in" and "out" signs for each 
language. WC is toilet. A smile is under­
stood in all languages. 

• Most people will understand basic 
English except in France. We were told 
this was the case since English is taught 
in all the schools from an early grade, 
except in France. 

• You will get lost daily, perhaps 
oftener. 

• Bring your own washcloth and 
clothesline. Air conditioning consists of 
opening a window that will often open on 
either axis. Learn what a duvet is. Light 
bulbs over 40 watts are unknown. Be sure 
your electric converter's wattage is rated 
high enough. 

• Learn the road signs. I have 
counted as many as 30 icon-type instruc­
tional road signs at a single street cor­
ner. In some countries, if you hit a person 
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Should you think you know all the 
wooden braces, here is a brace you 

have never seen. It is a wooden 
"cagehead" in perfect condition 
despite its 400-plus years of age. 

Neville discovered it on a shelf in a tool 
storage room of a large Swedish 

museum lling next to a wooden brace 
dated '1677," and they will be 

described in detail at a later date. I had 
never heard of such a brace, but a 

couple of days later in a similar manner 
we found another wooden cagehead, 

also in Sweden, in the storage vault of a 
museum 

One might think that the brace was 
made of wood rather than metal 

because of a lack of metal or forging 
skill. I doubt this, since it was found in 
the area, then the center for the finest 

iron working in Europe making guns 
and tools. 

on a bicycle, you are always at fault. If 
you have a Mercedes touring car, you are 
required to intimidate everyone else on 
the autobahn. Some countries have a zero 
tolerance for any alcohol when you are a 
driver. There are occasional roadblocks. 
You go straight to jail and your driver's 
license is confiscated on the spot. Don't 
drink. 

• Toe Busters: in Northern Europe, 
the thresholds to the bathroom are raised. 
I have no idea why. Since every night the 
bathroom is in a new location, searching 
for it in the dark can be painful. The solu-

tion was a 220-volt nightlight that we 
carried and plugged in each night. 

• The word for hotel is about the 
same everywhere, but the word for inn or 
small hotel varied widely. For example, 
in Denmark it is "kron." While looking for 
lodging, we drove by many in ignorance, 
The same was true in Norway and Swe­
den where you look for "stua." One 
evening in desperation in a small town on 
the Norwegian-Swedish border I went into 
a small restaurant called "Elgstua" to in­
quire for a hotel. To our delight this proved 
to be a wonderful small hotel with a great 
(ethnic) dining room. It was managed by 
a matriarchy. The owner was a grand­
motherly lady who looked like and was 
dressed exactly like the pictures of her 
early forebears even down to the ring of 
keys tied about her waist and flowing full 
skirt. 

This was no tourist place, as it was 
far off the beaten path. On the wall in the 
lobby-stube-gathering room was an enor­
mous elk head (moose?) and on either side 
were two of the strangest axes I have ever 
seen, We discovered that they had been 
in that family for centuries and were used 
to protect yourself from bears. The menu 
featured elk, which we came to enjoy. So 
"Elgstua" might be called Elk Inn and 
Restaurant. We really enjoyed our stay. 
The women's hair color ranged from the 
sparkling snow white of the great-grand­
mother who was constantly cleaning the 
already spotless facility, to bright straw 
yellow on the youngest granddaughter 
who just helped out. 

• In France most highway directional 
signs are just town names, not route num­
bers. The route numbers are on the map, 
but are not on the signs until you have 
traveled well down the road. 

• If you don't know, it's best to get 
the menu translated. One night, I ordered 
a seven-course dinner that was clearly de­
fined on the menu in French. The salad 
turned out to be a large plate of artisti­
cally arranged miniature highly seasoned 
tiny lobsters. The question was what were 
they and how did you eat them? The en­
tree said veal and that was good enough 
for me. When it came, it looked like no 
veal I had ever seen and was lumpy. I had 
my first venture in eating sweetbreads. I 
got most of them down. Kind of like 
stewed rubber gloves. The chef in his high 
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white hat came out to see how we liked 
our meal. 

• Buy a cheap automobile compass 
for your car. A pocket altimeter is fun to 
have in the mountains of Norway/Sweden 
and in the Alps where you may drive above 
the treeline in snow. We did not have one 
with us and it would have been nice to 
use it in Holland when driving through 
polder. 

• We had a mobile telephone that 
works in the United States as well as in 
Europe. Since two different systems are 
used, you either have to get a phone there 
or one here that works in both areas. In 
the US the only phone with such interna­
tional capability I know of is the i2000plus 
offered by Nextel. This worked perfectly 
in calling country-to-country or back to 
the states. We used it constantly to call 
ahead to those we were to meet. 

• Don't complain. They didn't ask you 
to come to their country. 

Pleasant surprises 

• The outstanding surprise was the 
constant and unexpected kindness of the 
people we met. Often it was just wonder­
ful. (This was true in all countries except 
France where we were treated with po­
lite indifference.) 

• Traffic lights are often at three lev­
els, the lowest being at the height of the 
windshield so you can actually see the 
lights. When you make a tum, there is a 
blue and white arrow pointing to the place 
that you must pass by. This is more help­
ful than you might think, as there are of­
ten multiple lane choices such as for the 
trams, buses, taxis, bicycles, etc. 

The tolerance of the traffic police is 
great, especially if you have foreign li­
cense plates. They know for example 
there is no place to park, but if you can 
find a place you had better have purchased 
a ticket. 

• Even small towns have "tourist of­
fices" or some such recognizable name 
and here you can book a room in a hotel. 
Best get there before 1700 hours. Then 
the trick is to find the hotel. Once in a 
small town in Germany the proprietor 
came and led us to the facility and then 
treated us to a great dinner prepared by 

Continued on page 11 

M-W
TCA.O

RG



MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

Robert E. Carter 
By Ann Henley 

Robert E. Carter, 79, of Columbia, 
MO, died July 28. He was a member of 
M-WTCA since 1972. 

My late husband Marion and I met 
Bob and Fern in 1949 (college days, GI 
Bill, etc) and remained close friends. Es­
pecially when Bob came to Columbia to 
join Marion at Stephens College. He re­
tired as assistant business manager 

Often they would go to country auc­
tions and on Tuesdays or Thursdays one 
or the other would go to the consignment 
auctions at our county fairgrounds. They 
would come home as happy as larks, 
spread the stuff on the driveway and 
divvy it up. If they forgot who bought a 
tool, they tossed a coin. 

Bob Carter was a quiet man with 
quiet hobbies. Tools, of course. Wood­
working - he built a large walnut 
breakfont with woven doors, beautifully­
turned vases of different woods. Fishing, 
anytime, anywhere. Flowers - he always 
had an amaryllis for my mother at Christ­
mas. He even raised orchids. 

He is survived by his wife, Fern, two 
daughters, Linda and her husband, David 
Sappington, and Nancy and her husband 
Jim Baker, and four grandchildren. 

Linda wrote this tribute to her dad. I 
found it very touching: 

Remembering the man ... 

There won't be an amaryllis, violet or 
cactus bloom that won't remind of your at­
tentiveness or patience. There won 't be a 
rainstonn, snowfall or day of sunshine that 
won't make us think of your concern. Every 
piece of wood that you painstakingly sanded 
and rubbed to a satin finish will remind of 
your perserverance for peifection. 

Now all the crappies and bass are safe 
from your avid fishing skills. There won 't 
be a day go by that won 't remind us of you. 

Jason Converse 
Jason Converse, 96, died Oct. 18 at 

his home in Alpena, MI. He had been ill 
with cancer. 

OBElf llJJAIEES 
A longtime avid tool collector, he 

missed being a charter M-WTCA member 
by only one year. Besides a general tool 
collection, he had many excellent 
carriagemaker's tools and logging tools. 
He sold the tools earlier, keeping only his 
favorites for the family. 

He was a retired schoolteacher, local 
historian and member of the Alpena First 
United Methodist Church. He was in the 
Army Reserves for 15 years and was on 
active duty in World War II for five years. 

He and his wife, Florence, celebrated 
their 70th wedding anniversary last June. 
Besides his wife, he is survived by a son, 
John E., and two grandchildren. 

Funeral services and burial were in 
Alpena. 

Douglas R. Starrett 

Another chapter in the L. S. Starrett 
Co. history has been written. 

Douglas R. Starrett, 
81, retired company presi­
dent and chief executive 
officer, died Nov. 5 in 
Athol, MA, of complica­
tions of an aneurysm. He 
was the great-grandson of 
Laroy Sunderlin Starrett, 
who founded the tool com­
pany in Athol in 1880. In 
September, Douglas R. 

Starrett 

turned over the CEO and president's job 
to his son, Douglas A. Starrett. 

Douglas R. was among the oldest 
CEOs of a publicly held company. He was 
from the old school, working hard, mov­
ing up the company ladder, playing a lead­
ing role in his community and in the cor­
porate world, being dedicated to his com­
pany and being straightforward and hon­
est. A straight arrow, a man of integrity, 
a square shooter were term colleagues 
used in describing him. 

He became president in 1962 after his 
father died, but he had worked at Starrett 
since a boy. He was an apprentice tool­
maker before World War II, then left for 
the war where he became a decorated Air 
Force pilot. When he returned home, he 
joined the family firm again as an engi-
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neer and learned the business from his 
father. Later he spearheaded acquisitions 
in the states and abroad. He increased 
product lines, expanded industrial mar­
kets and moved tools into Home Depot, 
Sears and other retail chains. 

Although he always had the best in­
terests of his employees in mind, he didn't 
waste money. The offices didn't have air 
conditioning but Douglas R. put up the 
windows like everyone else on hot days. 
On the other hand, the plant equipment 
was the latest and best. He was active in 
many business and community organiza­
tions, especially the YMCA. 

The L.S. Starrett Co. is Athol's big­
gest firm. The global precision measur­
ing toolmaker employs 2, 700 and lists an­
nual sales of $226 million. Starrett is ev­
erywhere in Athol. Note the Starrett Build­
ing, Starrett Avenue, Starrett Memorial 
United Methodist Church. Starretts have 
been around a long time and through the 
years have led community, cultural and 
economic development in Athol. 

Douglas R. is survived by his wife of 
11 years, Joan (LaBonte) Starrett, one 
son, two daughters, two stepchildren, five 
grandchildren and others. His first wife, 
Janet (Nichols) Starrett, died in 1987. 

Private burial was in Silver Lake 
Cemetery. 

Gayl Edgecombe 

Gayl Edgecombe, 64, died Oct. 18, at 
his home in Cerro Gordo, IL. 

Besides collect­
ing antique tools, he 
was active with the 
Boy Scouts. He re­
ceived Scouting's Sil­
ver Beaver Award for 
service. He was cited 
for establishing Boy 
Scout J'roop 39 in 
Cerro Gordo. Retiring 
after 35 years from 
the Caterpillar Co. as Edgecombe 
a manufacturing engi-
neer, he then owned a saw sharpening 
business. 

He is survived by his wife of 45 years, 
Judith; two sons Kirk (Denise) Edgecombe 

Continued on page 11 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

Edgecombe 
Continued from page 10 

and Mark Alan Edgecome; one daughter, 
Janette Randy) Bodine, and others. 

Funeral services were in Decatur, IL, 
with burial in Cerro Gordo Cemetery. Me­
morials were suggested to the Cerro 
Gordo Community Ambulance Service or 
Boy Scout Troop 39. 

Jim Neumann 

Word has been received of the death 
of Jim Neumann, 58, of Fort Dodge, LA, 
on June 29. 

He had been ill with cancer for two 
months. 

Jim was a longtime member of 
M-WTCA, just missing becoming a char­
ter member by one year. He particularly 
collected planes and Yankee drills. He also 
collected Jim Beam car decanters and Fort 
Dodge stoneware. He founded the Fort 
Dodge Stoneware organization. 

He was the director of special educa­
tion in the Fort Dodge school system. He 
served on the board of the Fort Dodge 
Boys and Girls Home as well as the Youth 
Shelter. He also was a member of the Com­
m unity Action Committee and Trinity 
United Methodist Church. 

He is survived by his wife, Sharon, to 
whom he had been married 3 7 years; two 
daughters, and two grandchildren. 

Burial was in North Lacon Cemetery 
in Fort Dodge. 

Europe 
Continued from page 9 

the family with us as their guests in their 
family dinning room. Most every day 
something delightful like this happened, 
This is why we like small hotels off the 
beaten path. It was the people we met that 
made the trip. 

• This hospitality of people was heart­
warming. I hope that now I will be more 
helpful to others. An example: I had cor­
responded with one collector for a couple 

Notes of thanks for Mount Vernon internship 

My name is Christopher Black. I 
am 18 years old, and I graduated from 
twelve years of Unschooling (a loosely­
structured, highly 
personalized variety 
of homeschool) in 
the spring of 2001. I 
am now "Unschool­
ing college" by inves­
tigating my interests 
in depth. These in­
clude woodworking, 
photography, music, 
living history and 
mechanics. 

I have just re­
turned from a 
ten-week internship 
at George Washing­
ton's Mount Vernon, 
where I had a unique 
opportunity to com­
bine two of my stron­
gest interests, tradi-

Editor's note: Ginny Fox, Mount 
Vernon s interpretative supervisor, said: I 
allowed Chris to define his own program 
with a number of suggestions of things 

tional woodcraft and Intern Christopher Black turns 

that could benefit 
our program. Chris 
chose to work on a 
spring pole lathe 
that would allow us 
to turn handles for 
our tools. He came 
with experience in 
demonstrating such 
a lathe at a local pro­
gram and was ex­
cited about how 
much people enjoyed 
seeing and using the 
lathe. Within the 
first two weeks he 
had built a work­
table by hand. We 
soon had groups of 
people enthralled 
about the work area. 

historical interpreta- wood on a spring lathe he built. When Chris was 
tion, and practice 
both in an intensive fashion. The posi­
tion was supported largely by the 
Mid-West Tool Collectors Association. 
To have the privilege of working at one 
of the nation's premier historic sites, 
practicing my favorite skills and learn­
ing from the incredibly knowledgeable 
people around me, was a dream come 
true for me. I would like to offer a heart­
felt thank-you to the M-WTCA for mak­
ing this internship possible. 

of years, He is a retired man of scholarly 
bent who knew our interest and the needs 
of our study. He arranged for us to gain 
access to his government's marine ar­
chaeological facility by earlier driving the 
hundred miles from his home to facilitate 
our acceptance. Then when we arrived, 
he again met us there to be sure our needs 
were met and translate, if need be. He 
drove nearly 400 miles in all. Put your­
self in his position, would you have done 
this for persons you had never even met? 
He actually did not do the driving, but a 
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not working on the 
lathe he made a grain shovel from a Sy­
camore tree, and repaired a number of 
things around the farm, including bar­
rels and a gate. He made a wheat rake 
for straightening and removing weeds 
for thatching material for our wheat 
stack. He proved himself as an excel­
lent teacher for staff and visitors alike. 
It was a privilege to work with a young 
man of Chris's caliber. I am grateful for 
the M-WTCA internship. 

friend, a fellow tool collector, drove him 
since he was too weak and was juggling 
his visits to the hospital to be sure we 
were taken care of. Please think about 
that a moment. 

• Tipping is not expected in most situ­
ations. Fancy restaurants may add it au­
tomatically, best ask. 

The authors, who have been M­
WTCA members for more than 30 years 
and brace collectors for nearly that long, 
are writing an archival book on braces. 
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MECHANICAL IMPLEMENT; SIMPLE DEVICE; HISTORY 

The Siegley No. 2 Combination Plane Type Study 
By David E. Heckel 

This type study is the result of more 
than ten years of research and was aided 
by an M-WTCA Research Grant. 

Most of the information that was 
available about the Siegley No. 2 combi­
nation plane was presented in Volumes 1 
and 2 of Patented Transitional and Me­
tallic Planes in America, by Roger K. 
Smith. The background information about 
Jacob Siegley can be located there. The 
only other available information came 
from an original instruction sheet, the 
patent papers, and the Siegley Price List 
reprints that were produced by Tom 
Lamond in 1994. Most of the dates and 
separations in the types were done by 
conjecture and the perusal of the actual 
planes. All of the patents referred to are 
Jacob Siegley's. These approximations are 
based on the above information. 

Since the publication of P-TAMPIA, 
the patent model has been located. See 
The GRISTMILL Issue #94, March, 1999, 
and Brown Auction Catalog #16, October, 
1999, pp. 70 -1. It is identical to the patent 
drawings, patent #216,979, July 1, 1879. 
No known planes of this type were pro­
duced. The plane pictured on page 107 of 
P-TAMPIA, Vol. 1, appears to be similar 
to the patent drawings and is probably a 
prototype of the first patent. 

Since there are few catalog refer­
ences for the Siegley No. 2 combination 
plane, it is challenging to keep up with 
all of the minor changes in handle wood, 
fence woods and screw configurations. I 
believe Siegley used whatever parts were 
on hand and there is not a lot of unifor­
mity in these parts. This type study does 
not attempt to list all of these minor 
changes, so there are variations within a 
specific type. Also, it does not address the 
possibility of marriages of parts from dif­
ferent era planes. 

The Type 1 plane is identical to the 
patent drawings, #245,752, Aug. 16, 
1881, except that the fence is not origi­
nal to the plane, so was not shown. The 
patent drawing shows a cast iron fence, 
without any wood facing. It has the 

Figure 1 

Figure 2 

wedge-shaped cutter block that is drawn 
tight against the cutter by a wing nut on 
the opposite side of the plane. The body 
mounted depth stop is held in place by a 
yoke device that is tightened by a wing nut. 

A major change occurred with the 'fype 
2 and 3 plane. The cutter block now has a 
brass block with "teeth" that mate with 
slots machined on the face of the cutter. 
The cutter is advanced/retracted by a 
"head" reminiscent of a capstan on a ship. 
The capstan was a wheel turned by sea­
man to raise and lower the anchor. A pin 
was inserted into the "head" and the round 
block rotated. I will use the term capstan 
to identify this cutter adjuster. (FIGS. 1 & 
2) This feature was patent #269,968, Jan. 
2, 1883. The wood fence was made in two 
pieces to provide for the capability of us­
ing the plane as a filletster. The 'fype 3 
plane has the patent date stamped onto the 
wood portion of the fence. 

Type 4 and 5 planes have a round cut­
ter block that is moved by a lever. There 
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Figure 3 

are no patents for this particular feature. 
(FIG. 3) The captive, threaded body depth 
stop was added and the adjusting nut is 
marked with the Aug. 16, 1881 patent 
date. This patent refers to the capstan cut­
ter adjustment feature and not the 
#294,919, March 11, 1884 patent for the 
threaded depth stop. Note that there is 
an Early and a Late version of the Type 4 
plane. 

Figure4 

The rest of the types all have the 
#446,194, Feb. 10, 1891 patent for the 
cutter block with two "teeth" that grip the 
cutter. This is the style of cutter adjust­
ment that is the most common on the 
planes that are encountered. (FIG. 4) The 
plane body is stamped with the errone­
ous patent date, Aug. 19, 1890. All of the 
remaining types are partially nickel 
plated. This plane is pictured on the box 
label. (FIG. 5) The box is made of poplar 
that is very soft and is stained brown. The 
dimensions of the box are 10 1/2" long by 
5 1/4" wide by 6" tall. The Type 8 plane 
has an ingenious fence variation. The 
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Figure S 

fence is made in two parts that can be 
horizontally adjusted to give infinite ad­
justment to the fence. (FIG. 6) It's remi­
niscent of the Stanley #45 combination 
plane adjustable fence, which didn't go 
into production until 1915. It is very 
scarce. 

Figure 6 

In 1905, Siegley sold out its plane 
business to Stanley Rule and Level Com­
pany of New Britain, CT. The planes were 
marketed by the Union Plane Company of 
New Britain, CT. Stanley sold these planes 
through Union Plane Company to avoid 
direct competition with their own combi­
nation planes. The telescoping pasteboard 
box is the same size as the Stanley No. 
45 box. It is 12" long by 7" wide by 5" 
tall. (FIG. 7) A schematic dated 11-11-27 
shows the plan for the new cutter box that 
Stanley made for the Union No. 44 combi­
nation plane. It was for the new 4 7 /16" 
long cutters that were used with the last 
Type 9 and 10 planes. I assume that 
Stanley ran out of the Siegley-made cut­
ters and still had inventory of the planes, 

Figure 7 

so they had to produce cutters to sell the 
remaining stock of planes. Roger K. Smith 
refers to the Stanley 1942 Price Sheet as 
the last listing of Union planes. One can 
assume the Union No. 44 combination 
plane could have been sold up to that year. 

This type study is the first approxi­
mation, and I know that there will be com­
ments and additions, and I will welcome 
them. For the last few years, I have re­
quested in The GRISTMILL'S regular fea­
ture "A study on ... " information on the 
Siegley No. 2 combination plane. Thanks 
go to those that have helped with this type 
study: Bob Green, Bethany, IL; Harold 
Unruh, Loomis, CA; Emery Goad, Wichita, 
KS; Don Kruse, Bonner Springs, KS; Clint 
Litsey, Sedgwick, KS; George Lanier, Aus­
tin, NV; and especially to Roger Smith, 
Athol, MA, for his initial work on the 
Siegley No. 2 combination plane. 

All planes are from the author's col­
lection, except 1ype 1 (Harold Unruh) and 
1ype 8 (Bob Green). All photographs by 
the author, except 1ype 1 (Harold Unruh). 
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Type1 

TYPE 1: 1881- 1883 
Patent: Jacob Siegley's Aug. 

16, 1881 #245,752 
Construction & finish: Cast iron, polished 

with japanned 

Cutter adjuster & clamp: 

Main body depth stop: 

Screws: 

Handle wood: 
Fence wood: 
Cutters: 

Other: 

recesses 
Wedge-shaped brass, 
with wing nut to 
clamp 
Loose, attached with a 
yoke & thumbscrew 
2-piece thin brass, 
with riveted screws, 
fine diagonal knurling 
Mahogany, slide on 
Mahogany 
3 7/8" long, number 
unknown, but 
probably 6 beads, 9 
plows, and 1 match 
Known plane matches 
patent drawing M-W

TCA.O
RG



The SIEGLEY No. 2 Combination Plane Type Study 

Type 2 (above and below) 

TYPE 2: 1883 -1884 
Patent: 

Construction 8: finish: 

Cutter adjuster 8: clamp: 

Main body depth stop: 

Screws: 

Handle wood: 
Fence wood: 

Cutters: 

Jacob Siegley's Aug. 
16, 1881 #245,752 & 
Jan. 2, 1883 
#269,968 
Cast iron, polished 
with japanned 
recesses 
Brass block with teeth 
that engage the 
cutter, advanced/ 
retracted by a capstan 
"head", with wing nut 
to clamp 
Loose, attached with 
yoke & thumbscrew 
2-piece thin brass, 
with riveted screws, 
fine diagonal knurling 
Mahogany, slide on 
Mahogany, with 
adjustable rosewood 
filletster piece 
3 7 /8" long, with slots 
on the upper surface 
to match the cutter 
block, number 
unknown, but 
probably 6 beads, 9 
plows, and 1 match 

Other: The slot for the cutter 
stops in the body 
casting and ends with 
a hole. 

TYPE3: 1884 
Patent: Jacob Siegley' s Aug. 

16, 1881 #245,752; 
Jan. 2, 1883 
#269,968; March 11, 
1884 #294,919. 
SIEGLEY'S PATENT 
AUG. 16, 1881 
stamped on fence 

Construction 8: finish: Cast iron, polished 
with japanned 
recesses 

Cutter adjuster 8: clamp: Brass block with 
teeth that engage the 
cutter, advanced/ 
retracted by a 
capstan "head ," with 
wing nut to clamp 

Main body depth stop: Captive, with brass 
adjusting wheel 

Screws: 2-piece thick brass, 
with coarse knurling 

Handle wood: Beech or mahogany, 
slide on 

Fence wood: Mahogany, with 
adjustable rosewood 
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Cutters: 

Other: 

filletster piece or 
maple, with 
adjustable rosewood 
filletster piece 
3 7 /8" long, with 
slots on the upper 
surface to match the 
cutter block, number 
unknown, but 
probably 6 beads, 9 
plows, and 1 match 
The slot for the cutter 
in the body casting 
extends through to 
the handle opening. 

Type 4 early (above and below) 

Type 4 late (above and in top next column) 
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TYPE 4: 1885 - 1886 
Patent Jacob Siegley' s Aug. 

16, 1881 #245,752; 
Jan. 2, 1883 
#269,968; March 11, 
1884 #294,919. 

Construction 8: finish: Cast iron, polished 
with japanned recesses 

Cutter adjuster 8: clamp: Round cam with lever 
adjuster. EARLY: Lever 
is straight and has a 
tapered end. LATE: 
Lever is curved and is 
not tapered. 

Main body depth stop: Captive, with brass 
adjusting wheel, 
stamped with 
SIEGLEY'S PATENT 
AUG. 16, 1881, and 
lock nut 

Screws: EARLY: 2-piece thick 
brass, with fine 
knurling 
LATE: 2-piece thin 
brass, with coarse 
knurling 

Handle wood: EARLY: Maple, slide on 
LATE: Beech, attached 
with screws 

Fence wood: EARLY: Applewood, 
with adjustable 
rosewood filletster 
piece 

Cutters: 

LATE: Applewood, with 
adjustable applewood 
filletster piece 
16; 6 beads (3/16" to 
1/2"), 9 plows (3/16" 
to 7 /8"), and 1 match 
(1/4"); 4 1/8" long 

Type S (above and below) 

TYPE 5: 1887 - 1890 
Patent: Jacob Siegley's Aug. 

16, 1881, #245,752; 
Jan. 2, 1883 
#269,968; March 11, 
1884 #294,919. 

Construction 8: finish: Cast iron, polished 
with japanned 
recesses 

Cutter adjuster 8: clamp: Round cam with 
curved lever adjuster 

Main body depth stop: Loose, held with oval­
headed thumbscrew 

Screws: 2-piece thin brass, 
with fine knurling 

Handle wood: Maple, curly maple or 
beech 

Fence wood: Applewood, with 
adjustable rosewood 
filletster piece 

Cutters: 16; 6 beads (3/16" to 
1/2"), 9 plows (3/16" 
to 7/8"), and 1 match 
(1/4"), 4 1/8" long 
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Type 6 (above and below) 

TYPE 6: 1891- 1901 
Patent: 

Construction 8: finish: 

Cutter adjuster 8: clamp: 

Main body depth stop: 

Screws: 

Handle wood: 
Fence wood: 

Cutters: 

Jacob Siegley's Feb. 
10, 1891 #446, 194; 
incorrectly marked on 
plane body as 
AUGUST 19, 1890 
Cast iron, nickel 
plated with japanned 
recesses 
Cutter block with 
"teetH' and a brass 
adjusting wheel , 
clamped by a top 
mounted wing nut 
with a flat top 
Loose, held with oval­
headed 
thumbscrew that has 
a knurled neck 
1-piece thin brass, 
with coarse knurling, 
screw is threaded into 
brass 
Beech 
Applewood, with 
adjustable rosewood 
filletster piece 
16; 6 beads (3/16" to 
1/2"), 9 plows (3/16" 
to 7 /8"), and 1 match 
(1/4"); 4 1/8" long. 
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The SIEGLEY No. 2 Combination Plane Type Study 
Optional cutters: 1 1/2" sash; 2 or 3 or 4 cluster 

beads 
Other: Fence casting has NO 

2 cast into it. 

Type 7 early (above and below) 

Type 7 late (above and next column) 

TYPE 7: 1902 -1904 
Patent: Jacob Siegley' s Feb. 

10, 1891 #446, 194: 
mis-marked on plane 
body as AUGUST 19, 
1890 

Construction 8: finish: Cast iron, nickel 
plated with japanned 

Cutter adjuster 8: clamp: 

Main body depth stop: 

Screws: 

Handle wood: 
Fence wood: 

Cutters: 

Other: 

recesses 
Cutter block with 
"teetK' and a brass 
adjusting wheel, 
clamped by a top 
mounted wing nut 
with a flat top 
Loose, 7 inches long, 
held with an oval 
head thumbscrew 
with a knurled neck 
EARLY: 1-piece th in 
brass, with coarse 
knurling, screw is 
threaded into brass 
LATE: Flat oval steel 7 / 
8" wide thumbscrews 
with knurled necks 
Beech 
Rosewood, one piece 

EARLY: 16; 6 beads (3/ 
16" to 1/2"), 9 plows 
(3/16" to 7 /8"), and 1 
match (1/4"); 4 1/8" 
long. Optional cutters: 
1 1/2" sash; 2 or 3 or 
4 cluster beads 
LATE: 18; 7 beads ( 1/ 
8" to 1/2"), 9 plows 
(3/16" to 7 /8"), 1 
match (1/4"), and 1 
sash (11/2"); 4 1/8" 
long 
Fence casting has 10 
crosses cast into it. 
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Type 8 (above and below) 

TYPES: 1905 
Patent: Jacob Siegley's Feb. 

10, 1891 #446, 194: 
mis-marked on plane 
body as AUGUST 19, 
1890 

Construction 8: finish: Cast iron, nickel 
plated with japanned 

Cutter adjuster 8: clamp: 

Main · body depth stop: 

Screws: 

Handle wood: 
Fence wood: 

Cutters: 

recesses 
Cutter block with 
"teetK' and a brass 
adjusting wheel , 
clamped by a top 
mounted wing nut 
with a flat top 
Loose, 2 11/16" 
inches long, held with 
a wire loop-shaped 
screw 
Flat oval steel 7 /8" 
wide thumbscrews 
with knurled necks 
Beech 
None 

18; 7 beads ( 1/8" to 
1/2"), 9 plows (3/16" 
to 7 /8"), 1 match ( 1/ 
4"), and 1 sash (11/ 
2"); 4 1/8" long 
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Other: Fence casting has an 
adjusting screw to 
make it micro 
adjustable. Fence is in 
two parts. 

Type 9 (above and two photos below) 

TYPE 9: 1905 -1920 
Patent: Jacob Siegley's Feb. 

10, 1891 #446, 194 
Construction & finish: Cast iron, nickel 

plated with japanned 
recesses 

Cutter adjuster & clamp: Cutter block with 
"teetH' and a brass 
adjusting wheel , 

clamped by a top 
mounted wing nut 

with a flat top 
Main body depth stop: Loose, 2 11/16" long, 

held with a wire loop­
shaped screw 

Screws: Flat oval steel, same 
as Stanley# 45 & 
#55 planes 

Handle wood: EARLY: Beech stamped 
PAT 2-10-91 

Fence wood: 
Cutters: 

Other: 

LATE: Beech without 
patent date 
Rosewood, one piece 
18; 7 beads (1/8" to 
1/2"), 9 plows (3/16" 
to 7/8"), 1 match (1/ 
4"), and 1 sash (11/ 
2"); 4 7 /16" long 
The rods are changed 
to 25/64" diameter. 
These are the same as 
the Stanley #45 & 
#55 planes. A model 
of this type is known 
with SIEGLEY cast in 
large letters on the 
fence. A beading stop 
is also included with 
the plane and it is the 
same as the pre­
patent date Stanley 
55 beading stop. The 
planes of this type 
were sold by UNION 
PLANE COMPANY, 
after Siegley sold out 
to Union in 1905. 
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Type 10 (above and two photos below) 

TYPE 10: 1920 -1942 
Patent Jacob Siegley's Feb. 

10, 1891 #446, 194 
Construction & finish: Cast iron, nickel 

plated with japanned 
recesses 

Cutter adjuster & clamp: Cutter block with 
"teetH' and a brass 
adjusting wheel, 
clamped by a top 
mounted wing nut 

with a flat top 
Main body depth stop: Loose, 2 11/16" long, 

held with a wire loop­
shaped screw 

Continued on page 19 

M-W
TCA.O

RG



MECHANICAL IMPLEMENT; SIMPLE DEVICE; HISTORY 

These Axes Were Not For Chopping 

wow 
ODERN WOODME OF AMERICA 

Established: LYONS, IOWA: 1883 
WOODMEN OF THE WORLD 
Established: OMAHA, NEBRASKA: 1890 

V / 

The depictions represent the two materials that were uased for the symbolic axe heads: wood and alumi­
num. Some wood heads were painted silver. The lettering was either recessed or raised and usually matched 

the surface. The drawings depict the lettering so it shows more readily. 

By Thomas C. Lamond © 2002 

i he combinations of letters depicted 
above represent two fraternal groups 
that used the axe, as well as other 

devices, as symbols of their organizations. 
Some of the axe heads were made of wood 
while others were made of aluminum. The 

· axes were not meant to chop or cut any 
material. They were symbolic and were 
carried in parades and used in organiza­
tional ceremonies. Using wood or alumi­
num kept the weight to a minimum. These 
symbolic wood and aluminum axes are 
occasionally seen with bold, raised letter­
ing. The aluminum axes were probably not 
used until sometime after the tum of the 
20th century because prior to that time 
aluminum was very expensive to produce. 

The symbolism of the axe, combined 
with other information reviewed, suggests 
that many of the early members were as-

sociated in one way or another with the 
lumbering or forest industries. Many may 
well have been actual woodsmen while 
others lived in regular communities. The 
larger groups were initially called broth­
erhoods and the members were associated 
with localized camps, called lodges. Early 
youth organizations affiliated with and 
sponsored by the Woodmen of the World 
(WOW) were called Boys of Woodcraft. 
That name was later changed to 
Sportsmen's Clubs. 

These groups were involved in out­
door activities . Sometime after the 
mid-l 900s the name of the participants 
was changed to Rangers. 

Members of the Modem Woodmen of 
America (MWA) reportedly expressed 
their membership by wearing fraternal 
jewelry which often featured emblems 
such as the axe, the wedge and the beetle 
(wooden maul). Other symbolic jewelry 
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included the log and maple leaf, a palm 
with five stars and a shield and what is 
called the "Modem Woodmen Goat." 

The symbolic wood and aluminum 
axes from both organizations are occa­
sionally seen with bold, raised lettering. 
Some are painted silver. 

Although many of the earlier mem­
bers of these organizations may have been 
connected to a forestry industry, the 
founding of the organizations was in­
tended for a wider scope of participants. 
Both groups were originally founded by 
Joseph Cullen Root to provide financial 
security to families from all walks of life. 

The origin of the term "Woodmen" 
has never been verified or documented, 
but it is known that Root came from 
Lyons, IA, a community where lumbering 
was one of the main industries. 

Continued on page 19 
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While visiting the Vasa Museum in Stockholm, Sweden, John Wells spotted an axe­
pistol. It is from the 17th century and was found on the battlefield of Luben. 

(John Wells Photo) 

Axes 
Continued from page 18 

In order for Root to implement his 
intentions, he envisioned a self-govern­
ing society whose members came from 
camps, called lodges, across America. 
These camps may well have been lum­
bering camps or other types of workforce­
related communities. The societies were 
organized much like fraternal groups with 
chapters nationwide. 

The specific reasons why two such 
organizations were formed by the same 
individual is unclear. Perhaps it had to 

do with the geography or perhaps the 
times in which they were started was a 
contributing factor. Whatever the reasons, 
they shared many similarities, including 
the symbolic axes. 

The Modem Woodmen of America 
were originally organized in Lyons, IA, in 
1883. The Woodmen of the World were 
organized seven years later, 1890, in 
Omaha, NE. Over the years there have 
been mergers with other insurance-re­
lated organizations and today these orga­
nizations provide insurance to hundreds 
of thousands of members. 
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Siegley No. 2 Study 
Continued from page 17 

Screws: 

Handle wood: 
Fence wood: 
Cutters: 

Other: 

Flat oval steel , same 
as Stanley# 45 & #55 
planes 
Beech 
Rosewood, one piece 
18; 7 beads (1/8" to 1/ 
2"), 9 plows (3/16" to 
7/8"), 1 match (1/4"), 
and 1 sash (11/2"); 4 
7/16" long 
The rods are 25/64" 
diameter. These are 
the same as the 
Stanley #45 & #55 
planes. The fence 
casting has the No 2 
milled off, and the 
milled area painted 
silver. A beading stop 
is also included with 
the plane and it is the 
same as the pre-patent 
date Stanley #55 
beading stop. The 
planes of this type 
were marked UNION 
PlANE COMPANY on 
the top wing nut, and 
sold by Stanley, after 
Stanley bought out 
Union's plane business 
in 1920. This plane 
was sold as the # 44 
combination plane. 

Leaning on a great grain cradle. A farm 
family in earlier days. Bud Brown 

collection. 
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A Clear History of 
Dutch Plane Makers 

II.\ t one time I was a college teacher and 
ll\\r often asked new students what the 
credentials of the author of their textbook 
were. Most did not know. This author has 
impressive credentials as a scholar and 
collector. I know Gerrit van der Sterre. 
His home in picturesque Culemborg is a 
perfect setting for his studies. 

He is (like me) elderly. He is deliber­
ate in his actions and sparing in his speech 
yet quick to smile, and seems to always 
be looking for ways to help those around 
him. An outstanding thing about Gerrit is 
the obvious affection and respect that is 
given him by those who know him and the 
tool collecting fraternity in The Nether­
lands. He is one of the founders of A&G, 
the Dutch tool collectors association. 

When you read his book, he has re­
moved the useless words and clearly pre­
sented the interesting facts. Not just the 
data that you expect concerning the his­
tory and evolution of Dutch planes and 
their makers with their marks, but also 
he seamlessly weaves in the history of 
that age, giving the reader a painless in­
sight into the life and turbulent times of 
the planemakers. 

This book belongs on the bookshelves 
of all tool collectors. 

- Eric M. Peterson © 2002 

Four Centuries of Dutch Planes and 
Plane makers [Vier eeuwen N ederlandse 
Shaven en Schavenmakers] By Gerrit 
van der Sterre. 263 pages and fully il­
lustrated. 6.75x9.5 inches. Hardcover. 
$29.95 

Available in the US from Astragal Press, 
P.O. Box 239, Mendham, N.J. 
07945-0239. 
E-mail: Astragalpress@attglobal.net 

An Informative Guide 
To Lathe Makers 
~irst, "Makers of Machinist's Tools." 
tr Then "More Makers of American 
Machinist's Tools." And now "American 
Lathe Builders, 1810-1910. " Ken Cope 
continues his groundbreaking research 
into the machine tool industry, 

His latest book is written in much the 
same style as his previous ones. Again 
he provides many illustrations, more than 
1,000 this time, to make it easy for a col­
lector to identify a tool. They are very 
clear, taken from original 18th and 19th 
century catalogs and periodicals. 

Particularly helpful to the novice is 
the glossary describing may of the differ­
ent kinds of lathes, from the fox lathe used 
to machine brass and other soft metal 
pieces, to the watchmaker's lathe to make 
small watch parts, to the hand lathe which 
has no tool holding device, to today's pow­
erful high speed lathes. 

An incessant researcher, the author 
is the first to identify lathe builders 
throughout the 19th 
and 20th centuries. 

"American Lathe Builders, 1810-1910" 
Kenneth L. Cope 240 pages, softcover 
$29.95, including shipping. 
Astragal Press, P.O. Box 239 
Mendham, NJ 07945 (866) 543-3045 
E-mail: Astragalpress@attglobal.net 

The book contains in-
fo rma ti on on 330 
lathe builders, listed 
alphabetically with 
information on the 
maker, product and 
business. All in all, an 
important reference 
book that is well re­
searched and offered 
in an easy-to-digest 
form. 

aRAFTS 
ANT~□LIE TCIJL AlDT~□N 

SAT. PHIL ~l 'DDam 

-Mary Lou 
Stover 

OVER600LOTSofANTIQUE 
USER & CRAITSMAN TOOLS 

ELKS CLUB ROUTE 31 
FLEMINGTON,N.J. 

Visit craftsofnj.org 
For descriptions and photos of 

selected high-end tools. 

Info: Greg Welsh 1-908-539-3266 
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FINE ANTIQUE TOOL AUCTION AND SALE 
~-- BAXTER'S AUCTION GALLERY IN INDIANAPOLIS , )..\\,,,,\P.a'{t/itr.c:--. 
~/ APRIL 19 & 20, 2002 DEALER SALE FRIDAY AT NOON «"' . ANTIO~.!-USED '1')-

650 FINE TOOLS AT AUCTION SATURDAY AT 10:00 ·TOOLS· . · -~ i: BAXTER AUCTION GALLERY 8051 E. 46TH. St. ~ 
o' ~ 

\-~:? ~ Philip Whitby presents another well rounded auction of tools of the arts, P.o . sox 1003 
· • Kingston. NH 03848 

. trades, and technology of America of yesteryear. (603> 542-4054 

;: \ 

Sale to include surveying instruments and related equipment including transits, 
levels, chains and target poles. Coopers tools including more from the Logansport 
Ind. Brewery as well as coopers double iron jointer, coopers anvil and a general 
assortment of tools found in the well equipped cooperage. Blacksmith tools 
including Green River caulking vise, post vises, anvils, tongs, hardie tools, forge 
blowers, flatters and swages, shears, ferriers tools, carriage and wagon tools. 
Machinists and metal working tools by well known American makers both rare and 
common for the collector and user alike, Starrett wall display cabinet, micrometers 
to 18", machinists tool chests. Leatherworking tools for the saddle makers, harness 
maker, shoe and boot maker, and leather tanner. Logging tools and equipment, 
lumber calipers and rules, pit saw with tiller, 2 man frame saw, hewing and felling 
axes, slicks, adz, timber framing chisels, Millers Falls boring machine. 
Cabinetmakers bench, tool chests, Yost pattern makers vise, hand saws including 
early English saws from the Ken Roberts collection, Barnes foot treadle scroll saw, 
Millers Falls foot powered grinder, parts to foot treadle equipment. Books, trade 
catalogs original and reprint, tool advertising, ephemera. Rules in boxwood and 
ivory including a rare 6-fold ivory. Wooden planes of all types including fancy 
plows and crown molders. English planes by Norris, Preston, Spiers and others. 
Braces including cage head, ultimatum patented American, chair makers, Spofford 
type. Hammers of all descriptions. Levels in wood and iron. Box lots of all types 
of tools and parts 
Stanley Planes to include nos. 2, 602, 603, 4 type 3, 1104 four--square, 604, 604 ½--C, 
605,605 ½, 5 ½ in the box, 606,607,608, 9 ½ early, 9 ¾, 10, 10-C, 10 ½ early, 12, 17, 
20,G--27 ½, 39, 40, 41, 45, 46, 48, 49, 50, 51, 55, 62, 65, 66, 70, 71, 72, 78, 80, 81, 82, 
90, 92, 97, 98&99, 100, 110, 113; 141, 171, 190, 196 curved rabbet and others. 
Patented planes to include Chaplins, Boston Metallic, Victor, Defiance, Davis, 
Siegley, Ohio, Buckeye and others. 

COMPLETE LIST AVAILABLE ON LINE AT 
http://members.ttlc.net/-lrpw OR BY MAIL FOR $4.00 FROM: 

Philip Whitby 
P.O.1003 

Kingston NH 03848 

PREVIEW ALL DAY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY MORNING 7:30 TILL AUCTION TIME. 
CONSIGNMENTS ACCEPTED AT 15% OF HAMMER. 
10% BUYERS. PREMIUM. WE STILL HA VE ROOM FOR GOOD TOOLS. 

DEALER SALE INSIDE THE GALLERY NOON TO 7:00 FRIDAY. OUTSIDE TAILGATERS 
WELCOME TO SET UP FREE BOTH DAYS 

WHEN IN NEW ENGLAND PLEASE VISIT OUR SHOP IN KINGSTON NEW HAMPSHIRE 
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AN HOUR FROM DOWNTOWN BOSTON. WE HA VE ONE OF 
THE LARGEST SELECTIONS OF ANTIQUE TOOLS IN NEW ENGLAND. PLEASE CALL 
AHEAD 603 642 4054 
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MEETINGS, MEMBERSHIP NEWS & MISCELLANY 

Making Friends 
By Ann Boltz 

Ml 
ow do people become acquainted? 

Ir They get together and talk. That's 
!1 · what happened in Franklin, TN, at 

the Show and Tell Program. 

Show and Tell is an informal gather­
ing of women from diverse backgrounds 
and from across the United States which 
offers an opportunity for those who wish, 
first-time attendee or long-time attendee, 
to share a personal story or a tidbit about 
a collectible or a project. 

Donna Mathias held up the harvest 
quilt she made, which consisted of beau­
tiful fall colors. Another craft project was 
displayed by Shirley Linstromberg. Her 
attractive hand-crafted Japanese tote bags 
were lined and made in pastel colors. 
Shirley also presented her attractive Cre­
ation quilt. She has kept us updated with 
the work in progress, and the completed 
quilt has turned out quite lovely. Helen 
Devitt also displayed her sewing talent. 
She brought her completed Santa Claus 
counted cross-stitch which was a make­
and-take project from a previous M-WTCA 
meeting. In addition, Helen created ador­
able hanging craft mementos in honor of 
the birth of a baby. These are counted 
cross-stitch baby's feet and include the 
baby's name and birth date stitched in the 
appropriate pink or blue color. These are 
then mounted on an embroidery hoop -

Women's Auxiliary Officers 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

Ann Boltz 
Arlene Fritchen 
Helen Devitt 
Barb Slasinski 

All material for The Women's Auxiliary 
Pages should be sent to THE GRIST­
MILL editor: 

Mary Lou Stover 
S76 W19954 Prospect Drive 
Muskego, WI 53150 

First-time attendees were honored at the Franklin, TN, national meeting. Left to 
right: Dorothy Christen, Kathy Hobbs, Kay Michael, JoAnne White. 

oh so cute. 

Both Maureen Henze and Susan 
Witzel wanted help with a quest. 
Maureen is searching for buttons with 
carousel horses and animals. Susan is 
looking for a doll hospital for her Toni 
doll made by the Ideal Toy Co. 

Some women shared something of a 
more personal nature. Nancy Barker read 
one of her poems. The topic was about 
love and freedom. Alta Leemaster 
proudly displayed a photograph of her 
granddaughter's 4-H project, which won 
a rosette for Showmanship. 

Some interesting collectibles were 
also exhibited. Jean Royal showed a new 
acquisition - a unique shoe horn. Peggy 
McBride described the function of a 
baker's tool, which was used to scrape 
off burnt crust from items left too long 
in the oven. Joey Gilmore held up a needle 
holder in the shape of a butterfly. Phyllis 
Moffet brought an arresting collection of 
shade pulls. These included a cast iron 
basket and parrot. She discussed shade 
pulls made of bakelite, showing some in 
the form of a girl and a bird on a swing. 

Judy Gambrel told a story about re­
searching family history. Judy's research 
revealed that her husband's grandfather 
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was due a pension from the armed ser­
vices. The research also revealed that he 
suffered from rheumatism and piles. She 
learned that he was able to get his money 
only after providing witnesses to his medi­
cal problems. The research showed that 
he did, indeed, receive a $2 a month pen­
sion for his rheumatism and piles. Most 
surprising is that he found people to at­
test to his condition! 

Thanks to those who shared some­
thing special with us. You taught us some­
thing we didn't know, wowed us with 
lovely craft projects, touched us with a 
family vignette, and tickled a funny bone. 
It was a great time. When you attend the 
next M-WTCA meeting, come to Show and 
Tell and consider sharing a slice of your 
life. You just might walk away with some 
new friends. 

A Hot Topic for 
Next Book Club 

"Firebrand," by Susan Wiggs is the 
book to be discussed by the Auxiliary at 

Continued on page 23 
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Ethel Long, pieced over a period of 18 
years. What makes the quilt unique is that 
the print fabrics are ones my mother used 
to make clothing for my sister and me, as 
well as fabrics used as covers for our high 
chair, potty chair, baby buggy, etc. 

Clothing which I constructed and a 
photograph of people wearing the gar­
ments are the focal points of my display, 
which received Most Nostalgic and Best 
of Show ribbon in Franklin, TN. 

"Hand Crank Sewing Machines" by Peggy McBride was awarded Most Historic 
award at the Franklin meet. 

My wedding dress of bridal satin and 
lace was worn when I married Jack Devitt 
in June 1958. The baptismal dress and slip 
with hand embroidery was worn by daugh­
ters Annette in 1960, Teresa in 1962 and 
Valerie in 1973. Next featured were the 
two first communion dresses I sewed. The 
lace and nylon organdy dress was worn 
by my older daughters in 1968 and 1970, 
and the cotton eyelet dress was worn by 
my youngest daughter in 1980. 

In 1977, our son Brent wore a denim 
sport jacket that I tailored for his senior 
picture. A flower girl dress was made for 
our youngest daughter to wear in her 
brother's wedding to Michele Pujalet in 
1985. The picture of Jack and me shows 

Hand Crank 
Sewing Machines 

By Peggy McBride 

When most people in the United States 
11 '1 think of sewing machines used be­

fore the advent of the electric machine, 
we remember the treadle machine, which 
was a fixture in most homes in America. 
However, there was another machine -
and that is the hand crank machine. Most 
companies made a version, and I chose 
to share three hand cranks from my col­
lection with you at Franklin, TN. This is 
a fairly new collection for me, but I have 
had a lot of fun looking for these ma­
chines. 

The two Jones machines in the dis­
play, which was awarded Most Historic, 
were manufactured by the Jones Sewing 
Machine Company Limited. Jones is the 
most famous name in British sewing 
manufacturing. Wtlliam Jones began pro­
ducing sewing machines in 1859 with fac­
tories first at Audenshaw, then from 1860 
at Ashton-under-Lyne, both in east 
Manchester (then part of the County of 
Lancashire). 

The factory in nearby Guide Bridge 
(a major railway junction which is now in 
Tameside, Greater Manchester) opened in 

1869. Sewing machines have been made 
with the Jones name to the present day, 
though the company was taken over by 
the Brother Co. in 1968. In addition, a 
Jones factory in Guide Bridge, close to the 
site of the old 1869 premises, is still in 
production 128 years later. 

The two Jones machines are very re­
cent acquisitions, and I have not had time 
to "play" with them. However, I have no 
reason to think they will not sew. First, I 
have to find some needles for them. 

We found the Singer machine on the 
way home from the spring tool show in 
Michigan. Although the decals are not as 
pretty as those on the Jones' machines, I 
have had a chance to oil and clean the 
Singer and it sews a very nice stitch. Not 
too bad for 110 years old. 

The Fabric of Our Lives 

By Helen Devitt 

The theme, "The Fabric of Our Lives," 
II in Tennessee was very appropriate for 
me to create a display. Fabric and work­
ing with fabric is an area with which I have 
been closely associated most of my life. 

Book Club 
Continued from page 22 

the Decatur meeting. 

Continued on page 24 

Most people's knowledge of the Great 
Chicago Fire of 1871 is limited to the story 
of how Mrs. O'Leary's cow kicked over 
the lantern and started the inferno. That 
is probably not true. However, few of us 
have stopped to question how the citizens 
of Chicago survived the fire and went on 
to rebuild a city that was even better. 

This book tells how some of them 
used this opportunity. Among them was 
a woman whose dream was to open a 
bookstore. The combination of the 
woman's movement and the encourage­
ment of some segments of the business 
community gave her a chance. It was not 
easy, but she was determined to grasp this 
chance for independence that few women 
had available at that time. 

And, yes ladies, there is a romance 
included to sweeten the history lesson. 

Looking ahead, the book for the North 
For the background of my display, I Carolina meeting will be "Miss Julia 

chose to use a quilt that my mother, Mary Speaks Her Mind" by Ann B. Ross. 
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An Invite To Table Talk 
By Judi Heckel 

The women's theme for the meeting in 
ti Decatur should be a fun sharing of any­

thing and everything that uses a table. 

"Table Talk" lends itself to displays 
of collections of salt and pepper sets, an­
tique cooking tools or kitchen gadgets. 
Perhaps you envision the kitchen table as 
the workplace for a women's collection 
of needlework tools, sewing tools or knit­
ting tools. The possibilities are endless. 

"The Fabric of our Lives," by Helen Devitt was named Best of Show and Most 
Nostalgic at the Franklin national meeting. 

A special treat for all would be if 
many would share a table setting. Perhaps 
it will be a set of dishes received from a 
family member or purchased by an excep­
tional friend or simply appealed to the 
buyer at the antique shop. Just include an 
explanation for the special significance of 
that setting. Exhibitors choose either a 
half or full table. That will allow adequate 
space for a single place setting or a larger 
grouping of items. 

The Fabric of Our Lives 
Continued from page 23 

me weanng a hand-made crepe dress for 
our 25th wedding anniversary in 1983. The 
final garment, worn for a family picture 
on our 40th wedding anniversary, was a 
navy and white striped polyester pants suit 
with a white waffle pique blouse. 

So this was truly the fabric of my life. 
I also included in the display a sewing 

basket of fabric books made by my mater­
nal Grandmother Mills for me to use in 
teaching fabric identification in home eco­
nomics classes from 1956 to 1997. Also 
on display was a file of fabric and sewing 
samples from Clothing 101 at Bowling 
Green State University in 1953, as well 
as a notebook of numerous sewing 
samples I did in 1998 as part of the Ohio 
4-H Master Clothing Educator Program. 

Please bring a tablecloth or runner 
to cover the area that you select. Share 
centerpieces or other favorite pieces, as 
you will have a 30-inch depth by either a 
48-inch or 96-inch length. 

A sharing time is planned at the Wel­
come for First Time Attendees on Thurs­
day, so please bring your new "finds" for 
all to enjoy. We think you'll like the other 
sessions planned for your pleasure. We 
are looking forward to the joys, the laugh­
ter and the fun of an M-WTCA meeting, 
and we are looking forward to seeing you. 

The Fabric of Our Lives 
By Kathleen Holmes 

The warp and woof of the fabric of our 
tl lives is woven throughout with the necessary threads of 

legal paperwork. These are the stamp of the architect, the 
seal of the land surveyor, and the myriad other formal pro­
ceedings which provide for the orderly documenting of a na­
tion and its people. 

"The Fabric of ur Lives" by Kathleen Holmes won Most 
Original at Franklin. 

Included in the display at the M-WTCA meeting in 
Franklin, TN, were the notification to my grandfather about 
the disbursement of his father's estate in England, as well as 
several antique notary seal impressors. An unusual seal was 
the one that stamped meat as "kosher." 
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~-----------j PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT 1-------~ 

DAVID STANLEY AUCTIONS 
39th INTERNATIONAL AUCTION 

of 1800 Lots of Quality Antique Woodworking and Allied Trades Tools 
on SATURDAY, MARCH 23rd 2002 

To include a fine & varied selection of rare and quality woodworking, horological, medical tools, treen, bygones and related 
books and catalogues. 

Metal planes by Norris, Spiers, Mathieson and other London & Scottish makers, Stanley, Record etc. Tools by Holtzapffel, 
Mathieson, Marples, Preston, Ultimatum & beech braces, spykeboors and other Dutch braces. 

Dated Dutch blochschaafs, early English moulders and sets of H&Rs, wide moulders and ploughs. Boxwood and ivory rules, 
axes and adzes, miniatures, chisels and carving tools, saws, oil cans etc. and a rare set of 3 Howkins planes models A, B & C. 

Fully illustrated colour catalogue includes estimated prices, condition coding, postal bidding instructions & prices realised list after the sale. 

Price $28 from The Mechanicks Workbench, P.O. Box 420, Marion, Mass. 02738 USA. 
USA Tel: (508) 748-1680 

or Australia and New Zealand for 
£24 from David Stanley Auctions, Osgathorpe, Leics. LE12 9SR England 

from Australia Tel: 00-11-44-1530 222320 
New Zealand Tel: 00-44-1530 222320 

or e-mail tools@davidstanley.com quoting your mailing address and credit card details. 
See our web site at www.davidstanley.com 
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CENTER PIN 
HOLDER 

Item SC 

By O.M. Ramsey 

Item SC Warren Taylor, St. Joseph, IL, 
called me that this compartmentalized 
container was for pins for piano key 
mechanisms. 

So right away I checked with my good 
friend, "Skip McLuckie" our piano tuner 
for forty-plus years, and sure enough 
these are called center pins. They come 
in sets of 16 units starting at .046-inches 
and increase in size by one thousandth of 
an inch and are pointed at one end of the 
3/4-inch nickel silver pins. Skip sent me 
an old piano tuner's catalog verifiing our 
findings. It also shows a special device 
for inserting and removing these pins. 

In talking with others, I understand 
that a similar pin is inserted next to the 
regular piano wires/strings where they 
cross over the bridge to keep strings from 
"migrating" minute distances, which can 
affect tone. I also want to thank Mid-West 
member Dana Mazzaglia of Groveland, 
MA, who also sells piano -tuning tools 
including this item, made by Shaaf Piano 
Supply Co. and all the other respondents 
like Fred Mears of McLean, VA. 

Item SD In the last issue, we had asked 
about the R&R Mfg. Co. of Toledo, OH. 
We also had the tool at the Whats-it ses­
sion at the national meeting in Franklin, 

ltemSG 

TOOL MYSTERIES 

TN, last September. There we found out 
that the Ransom/Randolph Co. of Toledo, 
OH, did indeed make dental and surgial 
tools as listed in Jack Devitt's "Tools Made 
in Ohio" book. 

... 
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Item SG I found this gem at a local auc­
tion last fall. It has a handle three feet 
long. The work end is 7 inches wide with • -
two reinforcement pins through it. It is :,. . .' 
two inches thick, It appears to be a tamp­

·. ,. , 
·,..-: --;~ 

ing tool of sorts but the bottom end is cut 
off at a 45 degree angle. One fellow 
thought it was an oversized strap wrench 
in the making and never got finished or 
perhaps a tool handle that drops into a 
socket. What is this monster staring at 
me every night? 

Item SH This comes from an­
other good friend, Chester 
Burgette in Ft. Wayne, IN. It is 
v-shaped with a 1/4-inch hole \ 
just above at the intersection 

\ 

of the two sides. One side 
bends forward and the other to 
the back as if to induce a spi-
ral action. It is marked 
"Marysville, O," with a num-
ber 4 which is also the length 
in inches. 

Item 51 This 7 1/2-inch long 
cast aluminum pair of pliers 
with the most unusual shape of jaws has 
an approximate leverage advantage of 2 
to 1 between the jaws and handle. I don't 
believe it closes enough to be a nut 
cracker although it would do the job for 
larger nuts. Can you help this nut out? 

Item SJ This gadget came from John Wtlde 
of Kennewick, WA, and really had me 
stumped. We had no idea as to its size 
and the picture only gave us a rough out­
line as to its shape. Luckily, when I called 

for more information 
he'd already found 
out that it was a wall­
mounted holder for 
polishing shoes and 
the assorted shoe 
size tips were miss­
ing. 

We enjoy trying 
to solve some of these 
mysteries, but please 
give some idea as to 
its size and material. 

.... ·., .·, 

. ·:itiJ, .. ·. 
. ·.L•t; 
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Item SJ 

Item SH 

\ \ \ \ 

For a picture, please get different sides 
of the item with good light. Then, describe 
what its action is. Sometimes, we don't 
have a chance to explore all of these as­
pects, but give it your best shot. Give me 
a call or send a letter if you have a trouble­
some item, and maybe another member 
can help. 

O.M. Ramsey 
8114-lA Bridgeview Cir. 

Ft. Wayne, IN 46816 
(260) 447-2099 

Item SI 
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BRAINTEASERS, RIDDLES & OTHER FUN 

By Hunter Pilkinton 

Jl\~s I write this it is Jan. 2, 2002, I 
lf1 didn't make any resolutions, just 
!i saved me breaking them. 

r11JJZZIL[D 

f/S 

I only got two tool related items this 
Christmas, both from my wife Jean. She's 
sneaky. I let her shop the fringe aisle at 
our local flea market, which seldom has 
any collectible tools. If she finds some, 
she tells me and I go look. Usually she 
reports "no tools." This time she found 
an isolated "goodie" and took a chance 
on it. It was a winner. I have decided to 
share it with you as my semi-whatsit for 
this issue. Her other tool was a resin cast­
ing of a small bench vise, very realistic, 
that had a little tray in the jaws to put a 
supply of business cards. I was quite 
pleased. Hope all you folks had a nice 
holiday. 

Puzzle 1 answer 

Received answers to the December 
2001 GRISTMILL puzzles from Thomas 
Wyman, Pala Alto, CA; B. G. Thomas, 
Cheltenham, Ontario; Ashley Kennedy, 
Evanston, IL. Now for the answers to the 
December 2001 GRISTMILL puzzles. 

ANSWER - Think croquet. Take a 
third coin, and holding down frmly on one 
coin, slide the third coin sharply against 
the coin being held, and the transmitted 
force will move the free coin. 

Some of our puzzlers said tilt the 
table and slide the coins apart while hold­
ing one down. That would work, but it's a 
bit athletic. 

And now for some NEW PUZZLES. 

PUZZLE 1 - At a party with balloon 
decorations a "life of the party type" of­
fered to take a fully inflated balloon and 
pierce it with a pin without exploding the 
balloon. How? 

PUZZLE 2 - One month of the year, 
February, has either 28 or 29 days. How 
many months have 30 days? (How easy 
can you get?) 

PUZZLE 1 - The large angle is ro­
tated 90 degrees counter clockwise, the 
middle size angle stays the same, and the 
small angle rotates 90 degrees clockwise. 
See sketch. PUZZLE 3 -These puzzles can be de­

PUZZLE 2 - A man with a phobia ciphered to convey a phrase, saying, place, 
about doctors notices a large black growth person, or thing. (See sketch at right) 
on his head. 

Even though he has no medical or 
surgical experience he manages to suc­
cessfully remove the growth. How? 

ANSWER - He shaves. Some an­
swers said "haircut", but technically that 
only shortens, and does not remove the 
growth. 

PUZZLE 3 -Why do English men use 
more soap than Irish men, without being 
noticeably cleaner? (I like this one.) 

ANSWER - There are more English 
men than Irish men. 

PUZZLE 4 - Take two small coins 
and place them on a table so they touch. 
You may touch one coin but not move it 
and move the other but not touch it. How 
can you move the coins apart so a book 
could be placed between them? 

Puzzles this month courtesy of 
"Mensa, Mighty Brain Teasers" and 
Frame Games by Terry Stickles 

SEMI-WHATSIT - This is a good 
quality tool. The body is split 
so you can slide either part. 
The feet are graduated in 
16ths and are 2 1/2 inches 
wide total. The body is gradu­
ated at foot end in 32nds. The 
slide with thumbscrew has a 
window with arrow pointer to 
read upper scale in 16ths. The 
half circle is thinned to 1116th 
inch at top edge. The side next 
to the diameter is 3/32 inch 
thick. The neck is 1/16 inch 
diameter and 1/4 inches long. 
Back side of feet and lower 
body are also graduated same 
as front side. What is it? How 
was it used? It is not very old. 
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Have fun! Send replies directly to: 

Hunter Pilkinton, 
2431 Highway 13, south 

Phone: 931-296-3218 
Waverly, TN 37185 

Ct. A. L. d 116£ Co. 
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Brown Auction Services 
20th DEALER SHOW & INTERNATIONAL ANTIQUE TOOL AUCTION 

RADISSON INN CAMP HILL, PA APRIL 5 AND 6, 2002 

Dr. MICHAEL JENKINS 
AUCTION OF ANTIQUE TOOLS 

THE DEALER SALE 

Friday's Dealer Sale offer's you 90 plus tables of the finest antique 
and collectible tools available in one place at one time. Outstanding 
dealers from the US, Canada and Europe have been invited to assist 
you with your most sophisticated needs. Be prepared to take advan­
tage of their vast store of knowledge and large inventories. 

THE AUCTION 

Featuring the Dr. Jenkins Collection. The Collection covers all trades 
and types of tools. Many are rare one of a kind items while others are 
just in the best condition that could be found. Tools include: Plow 
Planes by Sandusky including center-wheels and tipped ebony, Israel 
White 3 arm with handle, Ohio Tool Co. tipped, Carpenter's Patented, 

· Chapin/Rust and many others. Patented Planes by Mayo, Bailey, 
Sandusky, Fales with original sales slip signed but Otis Smith, Metal­
lic Plane Co., Morris, Stanley and others. Over 150 Stanley in the box 
items from the more common to the unique. Rare and Unique mark­
ing gauges, panel gauges, angles dividers and layout tools of all kinds 
including an extremely rare Disston & Morss floral brass handle 
Fisher's Patent. Inclinometers by Deck, Semi-Circular, Toledo Grav­
ity, Davis and others. Boxwood and ivory rules by A. Stanley, Stearns, 
Chapin, Stanley and others. Levels by Disston & Morss, Stanley, 
Robinson, Chapin, plus several by Davis including a mantel clock in 
the original box and a 24 inch skeleton. Wooden planes by F. 
Nicholson, E. Newell, Ballou, Walton, H. Wetherel, Fuller, Field, Car­
penter and many other rare names. Dozens of molding planes with 
just plain wild profiles. Log calipers with wheels. E.W. Carpenter 
workbench. Inlaid tool chests. And the list goes on and on with each 
piece just a pleasure to see and hold. 

LARGE ILLUSTRATED CATALOG #20 will mail in late Febru­
ary. All tools fully described and graded with estimates. Prices real­
ized after auction. Many items illustrated in full color. Absentee bid­
ding available. Catalog $28.00. US and Canada. $32.00US Over­
seas Airmail. Or get the April Catalog and the next four issues of The 
Fine Tool Journal at a 10% savings. Only $50.00 in the US, $55.00US 
in Canada or $70.00US for airmail anywhere in the world. 

To reserve Your Copy call, write, or fax us today at: 

Brown Auctions 
27 Fickett Road 

Po.wnal, ME 04069 

(800) 248-8114 Fax (207) 688-4831 

Order on line at www.FineToolJ.com/Browns 

Radisson Inn Phone (717) 763-7117 Be sure to ask for the special room rate of $82.00 per night. 

THE GRISTMILL• MARCH 2002 • 28 

M-W
TCA.O

RG



WANTED 

Wanted: For research. Tools marked W. Beatty-Spring­
field, PA; W. Beatty-Waterville, PA; R. Beatty; J. Beatty & 
Bro.; J. Beatty & Co.; T.F. Beatty-Pottstown, PA; T. Beatty­
Pottstown, PA; Caldwell Edge Tool Co.; Franklin Edge 
Tool Co.; Penna Tool Co.; Beatty & Ogden; Beatty & Fifer; 
and Beatty Edge Tool Co. If you have any tools with these 
marks, would you please contact Charles Beatty, 566 
North Shore Drive, South Haven, Ml 49090. (616) 637-
9265, cbeaty@btc-bci.com 

Wanted: Tools of any sort made by the Sandusky Tool Co. 
I don't have them all yet! Also, catalogs, advertising and 
related material. John Walkowiak, 3452 Humboldt Ave., 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 (612) 824-0785. 

Wanted: Winchester items, tools, sporting goods or 
advertising. No firearms. Collections or pieces OK. Please 
advise price and condition. David McDonald, 14211 
Kellywood Lane, Houston, TX 77079. (281) 558-5236 
undermc@gateway.net 

Winchester collector: wants any non-gun Winchester" 
items, especially sports, pre-1940 advertising, or any 
items "new, in the box." Will trade or buy collections. 
Tim Melcher (918) 786-8500, e-mail: 
tmelcher@greencis.net or try my Web site: 
www.thewinchesterstore.com 

Winchester: Seeking material for book. All items 
marked "The Winchester Store" and all pre-1923 
advertising, sports items and paper. Also ARMAX, 
BARNEY & BERRY, CRUSADER and HENDRYX items. 
Tim Melcher, (918) 786-8500. tmelcher@greencis.net 
www.thewinchesterstore.com 

Wanted: To look at your Woodworking Magazines or 
Woodworking Project plans from 1970s or earlier. Will 
pay you for each photocopy I make. Minneapolis area 
or will meet you at upcoming Minnesota shows. Paul 
Meisel, P. 0. Box 258, Mound, MN 55364. (763) 479-
2138, 9-5 central time. 

Wanted: Antique dental and medical instruments. 
Prompt payment in American dollars. Bill McDougall, 
420 Grande Dr., Albuquerque, NM 87107 (SOS) 344-
9272. 

Wanted: Wood planes by J. Strode and G. Strode. Also 
any information on these makers. They came to Ohio 
from Berkeley, WV, early part of the 19th century. 
Max Stebelton, 5990 Hamburg Rd., Amanda, OH 
43130 (740) 969-2613. E-mail: 
ms2613@greenapple.com 

Wanted: Plomb brand mechanics tools. Any pre-Proto 
tools or tool boxes. Bob Byron, 19 Chennal View Lane, 
Hoquiam, WA 98550. (360) 532-2764. E-mail: 
bobbyron@techline.com 

BUY, SELL, BARGAIN 

FOR SALE 

For sale: Antique tools, planes, Winchester, Stanley, 
Keen Kutter. Many other antiques. Send SASE for list and 
information to: G. Crosley, PO Box 405, Hampton, FL 
32044. 

For sale: Hardware wholesalers catalog of companies no 
longer in business. Originals, not reprints. Send SASE for 
list. Bicking, 101 Carrol Gate, Wheaton IL 50187. 

For sale: Rare Shapleigh Hardware find. This collection 
was discovered several years ago and is just now being 
offered for sale. A.F. Shapleigh 1800's family photos; A. 
Wessel, president, 1938 25-year service pin 14K with 
.25 pt. diamond; Frank Shapleigh 80-year pin; letters 
written by A.F. Shapleigh to his son Alfred L. Shapleigh 
concerning business; company handout photos 1890s 
of A.F. Shapleigh; Shapleigh death memorials; certifi­
cates awarded to the Shapleighs and the business; many 
different photos dating from 1879-1950s. Send $1 for 
complete listing. George Braun, 6101 Janet Lane, 
Florissant, MO 63033. 

Auction: March 9, 2002, 10 a.m. 
Collection of William Thompson, variety 
of tools, primitives, railroad items, brass 
and copper items. Collectors Hall, N. East 
and Center St., Cambridge, IL. Stenzel 
Auction Service Inc. Geneseo/Osco IL 
(309) 526-8690 Web site 
www.StenzelAuction.com. IL license 
#04000486. 

Always buying Always Selling 

Pete Niederberger 
Used and Antique Tools and 

Parts for Same 
Mail Order Call Me and 

Come to the Shop 
415-924-8403 pniederber@aoLcom 

HIBBARD SPENCER & BARTLETI 
I need a co~y of the 1900 HSB Catalog. 

__ Buy or Borrow for research in progress. __ 

Tom Lamond TomLamond@aol.com 
30 Kelsey Place, 
Lynbrook, NY 11563-1516 

Custom MAKERS STAMPS 
Plane Irons+ Blanks, 
Grinding and More! 

Send for brochw-es_ 

MAZZAGLIA TOOLS 
PO Box 18 Groveland., MA 0 1834 

SflLL TIME TO CONTRIBUTE 
AMERICAN WHOLESALE HARDWARE 

BRANDS, LOGOS & LWEIS 
SLOGANS ??? Tom Lamond 

DATES??? 30 Kelsey Place 
Establishment Lynbrook, NY 
Incorporation 11 563-1 51 6 

Closing TomLamond@aol.com 

Advertising Information 
ISSUE 
March 
June 
September 

COPY DEADLINE 
January 10 
April 10 
July 10 

December October 10 
CLASSIFIED ADS - RATES 
$.18 per word -ALL words. 
$3.50 minimum per ad. 

DISPLAY ADS - RATES 

SIZE 
Full page 
Half page 

COST 
$180 

$105 

WORD 
LIMIT 
900 
450 

Quarter page* $ 60 225 

Other sizes $9.50 per column inch 
(1 column is approx. 2-1/4" wide.) 25 word 
limit. 

*NOTE: For layout purposes, all quarter page ads must meet the following specifications: 
2 columns (4-7/8") wide x 3-3/4" tall. This is called a "double column size ad." 
Photos - additional $8 each (Polaroids not acceptable) . Typesetting and borders are not included in 
the page rates. Special artwork will be charged at cost. We must have a sketch or rough drawing 
indicating how you want your ad laid out. Camera-ready ads are accepted at no additional charge. 
For your protection and complete satisfaction, ALL ads should be typewritten and double-spaced. If 
this is not possible, please PRINT legibly. 
Payment must accompany ad. Make checks payable to M-WTCA. At this time, advertising will be 
accepted only from M-WTCA members in good standing. For information and membership application, 
contact Paul Gorham at the address below or one of the officers whose address is shown on the inside 
front cover of this publication. 

Send all ads to: 
Paul Gorham, 811 Robin Glen, Indianola, IA 50125 (515) 962-5207 

email: pgorham9@mchis.com 
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A nail puller. 

Nail Pullers 

~[ ot ~uch sophistication, and in a class 
Ill of its own. 

If you need a nail puller, you can't do 
the job any better without it. In my re­
search, I have found that there are many 
different ways to remove a nail. There are 
many considerations to take into account. 
If you are concerned about damaging the 
wood, or if you are interested in the value 
of the nail, there is a reason that you are 
removing the nail. In years past, the nail 
had a value that surpassed the value of 
the structure, therefore damage to the 
wood was not a factor. 

The photograph is of a nail puller, 
more than likely designed and constructed 
by a blacksmith. It is imprinted with "Pat 
Appld For." My research has been unable 
to find a patent. 

It is apparent that the rocker that is 
the fulcrum that provides the leverage is 
of a horse shoe design. I would be inter­
ested in any information that anyone 
might have pertaining to a patent on this 
nail puller. 

Raymond P. Fredrich 
Fredrichl@juno.com 

TOOLTALK, OPINIONS 

BAClVAILl 

RoyVTools 
Old Tools 

V's Antiques 
Located at 

Antiques Center of Illinois, Wheeling, IL 
Volo Antique Mall III, Volo, IL 

4000 + Old Tools of All Trades and Makers 
Planes, Rules, Levels, Squares, Shaves, Chisels, 

Gauges and Much More! 

Inquiries Invited 
Telephone: 847-382-3831 

Fax: 847-382-3513 
E-mail: RoyVTools@AOL.com 

Visit our website: www.RoyVTools.com 
U.S. Mail: P.O. box 3254, Barrington, IL 60010 

"YANKEE" 
North Brothers Manufacturing Product Guide 

• 6-1/2" X 9" hard cover 

• 231 pages of tools and 
kitchen appllances 

• Includes screwdrivers, 
drills, vises, tool kits, accessories, etc. 

• Shepard, Gem, Lightning, 
Blizzard, American and other 
Ice cream freezers, Crown 
and Star Ice breakers and 
numerous other kitchen appliances. 

• History of North Brothers' company. 

• Record of prices realized. 

• A must for tool collectors and merchants! 

North Brothers' 
Manulaclunng Company 

Product Gulde 

Price: $36.00 plus $3.00 shlpplng/handllng ships to anywhere In the contiguous 
United States. Wisconsin residents edd S2.15 sales tax. 

Joe Ward • 354 Inverness Tr. Ct., • Baraboo WI, 53913 ♦ 608/356-2102 
joeward@midplains.net 
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NEW MEMBERS OF THE MID-WEST TOOL COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION 

Alabama 
Kawzinski , Robert 
Lokey, Bob 
Stidfole, Robert 
Arkansas 
Allen, Donna 
Lamkins, Chuck 
British Columbia 
Butorac, Frank 
California 
Anderson, George 
Bertelson, Ken 
Brooks, David 
England 
Hancock, Mike 
Florida 
Baker, Harriot A. 
Dorsey, C.G. 
Martin, Roy 
Morgan, William J. 
Prahl , Linda M. 
Georgia 
Black, Christopher 
Seelbinder, Roger 
Waters IV, W.C. 
Illinois 
Alcock, Richard A. 
Bengtson, Ronald 
Boyer, John 
Dawson , Jul ia 
Olesen, Laura 
Simpson, Greg 
Spore, B. Dale 
Whitacre, James A. 
Indiana 
Clore, R. Kelly 
Keller, Robert 
Meyer, John 
Vollman, Dale 
Wagner, Douglas A. 
Kansas 
Ward Jr., William J. 
Kentucky 
Barnes, John 
Fourshee, Paul 
Lammlein, William J. 
Louisiana 
Tuten, Allen 
Maine 
Schlesinger, Michael 
Maryland 
Meneely, John 
Massachusetts 
Jardin, John 
Kellogg, Frank L. 
Michigan 
Bradley, Marjorie 
Dietrich , William 
Dunning, Dave 

Montgomery 
New Market 
Warrior 

Bella Vista 
Poyen 

Aldergrove 

Cypress 
Union City 
Paso Robles 

Suffolk 

Venice 
Panama City Beach 
Lake Wales 
Dunedin 
Seminole 

Canton 
Fayetteville 
Atlanta 

Roscoe 
Streator 
Mount Vernon 
Batavia 
Sterling 
Mokena 
Lincoln 
Maroa 

Noblesville 
Pleasant Lake 
Whiteland 
Fishers 
Indianapolis 

Lenexa 

Lexington 
Cadiz 
La Grange 

Ruston 

Caribou 

Deale 

Mansfield 
Great Barrington 

Hastings 
Lansing 
Cedarville 

Hool , Gary Micheal 
Kuzee, Mark 
Minnesota 
Anundsen, Don 
Dean, Jim 
Drews, Edward L. 
Fredrickson, Jim 
Hofer, Norman 
Ketelsen , Clyde 
Lood , Glenn 
Meisel , Paul 
Peterson, Vernon S. 
Missouri 
Baker, David 
Duey 11 , Michael 
New York 
Baxter, Richard 
Boone, Robert T. 
Ellsworth, Lee E. 
Rockwell , David L. 
North Carolina 
Appleton, Jerry 
Bizzarri , Elia 
Bostic, Mike 
Campana, Ron 
Mallard , Ernie 
Robbins, William L. 
Sizemore, Bruce 
Stanton, Gordon 
Taylor, Robert E. 
Worthington, Roger G. 
Norway 
Kahrs, Paal 
Ohio 
Aston, Gary 
Eckstein, Mark 
Gleske, Gus P. 
Opfell , Thomas 

Lansing 
Allendale 

Big Lake 
Minnesota City 
Cohasset 
Robbinsdale 
Harris 
Grant 
Cambridge 
Mound 
Minneapolis 

Bloomfield 
Saint Louis 

Amaga nsett 
Rush 
Watertown 
Lyons 

Wilmington 
Pittsboro 
Terrell 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Julian 
Murphy 
Lenoir 
Garner 

Bergen 

Sullivan 
Cuyahoga Falls 
Newbury 
Rome 

Scheibert, Frank J. 
Schmidt, Wolfgang 
Oklahoma 
Brown, Johnnie G. 
Oregon 
Bell , Roger 
Kneeland, Tom 
Pennsylvania 
Bayer, Harlan J. 
Davis, Bruce 
McCoy, Kenyon 
Richards , Jay 
South Carolina 
Coleman, Jeffrey 
Moore, Thomas A. 
Tennessee 
Neeley, Doyle 
Owens, Jerry W. 
Pitts, Matthew 
Texas 
Brown, Robert A. 
Johnson, Tim 
Lindsey, Nathan 
Mack, Arthur 
Stewart, Patrick 
Vermont 
Vartuli Jr., Raymond J. 
Virginia 
Ziegler, Robert E. 
Washington 
Bowman, Roger 
Harms, Jim 
West Virginia 
Kashan, Michael 
Wisconsin 
Deephouse, Melvin 
Gabrielson, Steve 
Niblo, Dan 

Middletown 
Columbia Station 

Ponca City 

Corbett 
Scotts Mills 

Waynesboro 
Philadelphia 
Carlisle 
Erie 

Columbia 
Columbia 

College Grove 
Nashville 
Kenton 

Garland 
Tyler 
Corpus Christi 
Plano 
Fort Worth 

Colchester 

Ruckersville 

Lynnwood 
Mossyrock 

Morgantown 

Burlington 
Holmen 
Stoughton 

PAUL KERBER TOOL COLLECTION AUCTION 
Bloomington, IL 

Tuesday June 11th 9:00 a.m. 
PNUT Banquet CTR (Corner of Veteran's Parkway, Bus.55 and 

Mercer Ave.) 

Over 500 Tools and Tool Related items including Stanley Plane 
#44 gunmetal with cutters, over 100 unique Plumb Bobs, Cooper 

Tools, C.W. Bolder - Bloomington, IL 1850's Crown Molding 
Plane; S. Malone 1854 2 row hand Planter; etc. 

FRICKER AUCTIONS 
Chris Fricker #040000431 

309-663-5828 
Further details forthcoming on our website at frickerauctions.com. 

RESERVE YOUR CATALOG NOW! 
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ATKINS SILVER STEEL SAWS 
ATKINS PACIFIC COAST PATTERN SILVER STEEL SEGMENT GROUND CROSS-CUT SAWS 

Redwood Falling Saw, No. 67 

A 1930 (or earlier) 
Atkins brochure lists 
redwood felling and 

cutting saws as 
available in lengths 
to 20 feet! From the 

Bill Kronmueller 
collection. 

Atkin■ Redwood Kina- No. 84 ia used almost exclusively for cuttinii redwood and woods similar. Adapted for buckinii: is a wide, heavy blade 4 9/16" wide at end. 7" 

at center, with 1¾ • bow on bacic. Lenirtha 6' to 20' in aeveral dllferent thlckneaaea. 
Redwood Fallin&' No, 61'-Thla la the companion Saw to Redwood Kinii No. 64, but It la deai1P1ed particularly for fallinir purpoaea and averaiiea 1',li• narrower. 

Made In lenirtha of 6 to 20 feet. lnclualve. 

Prices on Application. 

Live Free or Die Antique Tool Auctions 
A Division of Martin J. Donnelly Antique Tools, Avoca, New York 

~ Auction Schedule for 2002 ~ 
(800) 869-0695 ~ Eight Great Auctions! · www.mjdtools.com 

Subscribe today and receive all catalogues and lists for the Eight Great Auctions we have scheduled for 2002 as 
well as the full list of prices realized after each sale. We will be publishing Five Full Color Auction Catalogues 
and three detailed lists as we market an unprecedented 25,000 tools during 2002. Why not plan to join us at one 

or more of these events? Our goal is to create an Event, not just an auction. Parking lot and room trading are encour­
aged and supported. At our two-day Auction Weekends in Indianapolis and Nashua, New Hampshire, there will be two 
auctions, a Gala Dealer Sale and opportunities to meet collectors from around the country and the world. Mark your 
schedule today! Our Giant Antique Tool Flea Market this summer will have Plenty of Great Tools in a Great Location. 

Special Offer: Five Color Auction Catalogues and Three Lists (Eight Auctions: 25,000 Tools!) 
Subscribe to our complete auction catalogue listing for 2002 and save! We will be publishing five full color auction catalogues this 

year as well as three detailed lists. Catalogues include prices realized. Priced separately. these publications would cost $102.75 

Order All Eight for Just $75.00 (Full Absentee Bidding Facilities Available) 
Indianapolis $23.95 · Nashua $23.95 · EAIA Rochester NY May 17 $11.95 · Flea Mkt. Auction July 12 & 13 $17.95 · Nashua Sept. 20 & 21: $23.95 

Martin J. Donnelly Antique Tools PO Box 281 Bath NY 14810 (800) 869-0695 Order Online: www.mjdtools.com 

ion._' 
Listed Auction: 
Friday, March 8 
Auctioneer: 

Catalogue Auction: 
Saturday, March 9 
Auctioneer: 

Listed Auction: 
Friday, April 26 
Auctioneer: 

Catalogue Auction: 
Saturday, April 27 
Auctioneer: 

Holiday Inn Airport Select 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Bill Baxter 

Holiday Inn Airport Select 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Bill Baxter 

Holiday Inn Everett Tpke. 
Nashua, New Hampshire 
Paul Wilmott 

Holiday Inn Everett Tpke. 
Nashua, New Hampshire 
Paul Wilmott 

Catalogue Auction Holiday Inn, Rochester Airport 
Friday, May 17 Rochester, NY 
EAIA Meeting Paul Wilmott 

(Auction Friday Evening is Open to the Public 
Stop and Visit Us in Avoca if Coming for the Sale!) 

Antique Tool Flea Mkt. 
& Catalogue Auction: 
Friday & Saturday 
July 12 & 13 
Auctioneer: 

Listed Auction: 
Friday, Sept. 20 
Auctioneer: 

Catalogue Auction: 
Saturday, Sept. 21 
Auctioneer: 

Withington Auction Estate 
Hillsboro Center, NH 
First 300 Lots Sold Friday 
Flea Market Dawn Saturday 
Richard Withington 

Holiday Inn Everett Tpke. 
Nashua, New Hampshire 
Paul Wilmott 

Holiday Inn Everett Tpke. 
Nashua, New Hampshire 
Paul Wilmott 

Call Today for Reservations (Special Low Rates): 
Nashua: (603) 888-1551 
Indianapolis: (317) 244-6861 

If You Have Tools to Sell, Please Give Us a Call. 

(800) 869-0695 www.mjdtools.com 
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